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PEEFACE. 


So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  compilation  now  presented  to  the 
public  is  tlio  first  attempt  r.t  providinu- -for  ouv  elonu'iitary  inid 
higher  institutions  of  learning  a  separate  History  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  ^lany  of  the  most  important  events  in  that 
history  are,  it  is  true,  contained  in  the  current  school  histories 
of  the  United  States ;  necessarily,  however,  greatly  abridged  and 
condensed.  It  has  seemed  to  me,  and  to  others  interested  in  the 
work  of  popular  education,  that  some  attempt  should  be  made 
to  supply  this  deficiency  by  presenting  within  a  convenient 
compass  the  prominent  outlines  of  those  interesting  details 
which  have  rendered  our  own  "Empire  State"  so  conspicuous 
in  the  history  of  the  gi'cat  American  Republic. 

In  the  execution  of  the  work  it  has,  of  course,  been  found 
necessary  to  draw  very  largely  upon  the  materials  furnished  by 
the  earlier  and  later  annalists  of  the  State  and  nation  ;  and  I 
take  especial  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  obligations  I  have 
been  under  to  my  esteemed  friend,  Mary  L.  Booth,  whoso 
"  History  of  the  City  of  New  York,"  as  condensed  from  the 
most  reliable  sources,  embodies  the  principal  events  of  that  of 
tliO  State  up  to  the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  I  have 
also  been  gi-eatly  indebted  to  Judu'c  Hammond's  "Political  H's- 
tory  of  the  State  for  a  clear  and  lucid  detail  of  the  successive 
admiuistrations  of  the  government  from  its  origin  to  the  tcr- 
niination  of  that  of  Governor  Wiuciit.  From  that  period  to 
the  close  of  the  present  year  I  liave  carefully  consulted  the 
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various  Public  Documents  of  the  State,  and  the  contemporary 
annals  of  the  public  press.  To  my  respected  friend,  Henry 
B.  Dawsox,  the  well-known  author  of  the  Battles  of  the 
American  Republic,"  I  am  under  special  obligations  for  the  ac- 
curate detaih  of  the  military  and  naval  contests  which  have  shed 
so  brilliant  a  lustre  upon  our  history  as  a  State. 

The  Appendix  will  be  found  to  contain  the  Constitution  of 
the  State  as  amended  by  the  Convention  ofl8G7-G8;  a  statis- 
tical account  of  the  population  according  to  the  census  of  1835, 
and  the  several  subsequent  enumerations  down  to  1870;  lists 
of  the  respective  Governors  from  1624  to  the  present  time, 
and  Lieutenant-Governors  and  Speakers  of  the  xVsscmbly  from 
tlie  period  of  the  adoption  of  the  first  State  Constitution ;  and 
lists  of  Railroads  and  Canals  in  the  State,  their  extent,  and  the 
cost  of  their  construction  and  maintenance. 

In  the  confident  hope  tiiat  the  work  may  be  found  worthy  of 
adoption  in  our  common  schools,  academies,  and  other  semi- 
naries of  learning  throughout  tlie  State,  I  respectfully  commend 
it  to  the  favorable  regard  .of  the  great  body  of  teachers,  school 
officers,  and  other  friends  of  education,  within  its  borders. 

S.  S.  RANDALL. 

Kew  York,  January,  1870. 
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INTllODUCTION. 


1.  The  State  of  New  York,  one  of  the  Thirteen  orij^inal 

States  of  the  VmericaTi  Union,  is  hounded  on  the  north  hv  Cm- 
ada,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  Lake  Ontario  and  tiuj  .St. 
Lawrence  Kiver;  east  hv  Vermont,  Massachnsetts,  and  Connec- 
ticut, from  the  former  of  which  it  is  separated  by  Lake  Cham- 
plain  ;  south  by  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  ;  and  west  l>y 
New  Jersey,  a  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Lake  Erie,  —  that 
lake  and  the  Niagara  River  separating  it  from  Canada  on  tlie 
western  side. 

2.  From  the  northern  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  State, 
its  length  is  311  miles  between  the  fortieth  and  ftrty-tifrh 
degi-ees  of  north  latitude,  and  from  east  to  west,  between  tlie 
seventy-first  and  seventy-nintli  degrees  of  loncritude,  it  extends 
412  miles,  —  comprising  an  area  of- 50,510  square  mii<  >.  or 
32,332,1(30  acres,  of  which  somewhat  more  than  one  h:df  is 
under  cultivation  for  agricultural  ])urposes, 

3.  Its  present  population  is  about  four  milHons,  of  whom 
one  fourth  are  of  forei^m  birth,  chiefly  from  Ireland,  Germr^ny, 
and  England.  It  is  divided  into  sixt}-  counties  and  about  nisio 
hundred  and  fifty  towns  and  cities.  Its  priu'^-ipal  citios.  in  iho 
order  of  their  population  respectively,  are  New  York,  I't  udklyn. 
LufFalo,  xMbany,  Rochester,  Troy,  Syracuse,  Utica,  (>swcu'o, 
IV)Ughkeepsie,  Aulnirn,  Schenectady,  Hudson,  and  r>in'j:li:"'!'if"»- 
The  capital  is  at  Albany,  on  tlie  west  bank  of  the  Huds'-n. 

4.  The  chief  rivers  of  the  State  are  the  IIuds..n.  .Moliawk, 
Delaware,  Cenesee,  Oswego,  and  Suscpiehannah,  witli  ihr  >t. 
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Lawrence  on  the  north  and  the  Niagara  on  the  west.  It  pos- 
sesses a  sea-coast  from  tlie  xVtlantic  on  its  southeasterly  border 
along  Staten  and  Long  Island  of  246  miles,  a  lake-coast  of 
352  miles,  and  281  miles  of  navigable  rivers. 

5.  Its  principal  lakes,  exclusive  of  Lakes  Erie,  Ontario,  and 
Ghamplain,  are  Lakes  George  on  the  east ;  Cayuga,  Seneca, 
Canandaigua,  Crooked,  and  Chautauqiie  on  the  west ;  and  Skane- 
ateles,  Oneida,  and  Otsego  in  the  centre  and  south.  The  great 
cataract  of  Niagara,  and  the  Genesee  Falls  at  Kochcster,  the 
Portage,  Trenton,  Taghkanic,  Kaaterskill,  and  Cohoes  Falls,  form 
prominent  portions  of  the  scenery. 

6.  The  Alleghany  Mountains  enter  the  south  and  southeast- 
ern parts  of  the  State  in  two  distinct  ridLfcs  from  New  Jcrsov  nnd 
rc;:iu>\  ivaiiia,  iormini;'  tiic  iiiuhiuiiu.s,  >iia\vaii_uunk,  Cattsiiill, 
and  Helderberg  Mountains,  and  in  tlic  northern  and  northeast- 
ern parts  of  the  State  the  Adii'ondack  range  of  mountains  con- 
stitute a  branch  of  the  great  Apalacliian  system. 

7.  There  are  several  important  mineral  and  medicinal  springs 
in  the  interior  of  the  State,  the  chief  of  which  are  those  at 
Ballston,  Saratoga,  Ilichfield,  Clifron,  and  Sharon,  the  extensive 
saline  deposits  at  Syracuse  and  Salina,  from  which  from  seven 
to  ten  millions  of  bushels  of  salt  are  annually  manufoctured, 
and  various  petroleum  and  gas  springs  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State. 

8.  Among  the  most  important  public  works  are  the  enlarged 
Erie  and  Champlain  Camds,  with  their  numerous  locks  and 
aqueducts,  connecting  Lake  Erie  with  the  waters  of  the  Hudson 
and  Lake  Champlain,  with  eleven  tributary  canals  in  ditterent 
sections  of  the  State  ;  the  Croton  Aqueduct  for  the  supply  of 
water  to  the  city  of  New  York,  extending  over  a  distance  of 
forty  miles  from  the  Croton  1  liver  in  Westcliestcr  County,  and 
spanning  the  Harlem  by  the  maLrnificent  \\\^^\\  liridu'c,  built  of 
stone,  1,450  feet  in  length,  111  feet  above  tide-water,  and  with 
fourteen  piers  varying  from  tii'ty  to  cii:hty  feet  in  height ;  and 
the  Niagara  and  Lewi>»ton  Su^^jtcnsion  I>ridgcs. 

9.  The  geological  features  of  tiie  State  present  a  series  of 
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rocks  older  Innn  the  coal  formation,  and  terminating  in  the 
lowest  member  of  that  deposit,  near  the  Pennsylvania  line. 
Thej'-  consist  of  the  unstratiiied  crystalline  or  primary,  the 
stratified  non-fo£siUferous,  and  the  older  secondary  fossiliferous 
rocks.  Red  sandstone  occurs  in  the  southern  portions  bordering 
on  New  Jersey ;  the  great  metamorphic  belt  passes  along  tlie 
eastern  line ;  granite,  with  abundance  of  iron  ore  and  iimestone, 
is  found  in  t)ie  northern  and  northeastern  sections  of  the  State, 
and  marble  in  large  quantities  in  tiie  southeastern. 

10.  The  climate  and  soil  of  the  State  are  eminently  favor- 
able to  the  cultivation  of  the  various  grasses,  wheat,  oats,  Indian 
corn,  rye,  garden  vegetables,  flowers,  and  fruit  of  every  descrip- 
tion indigenous  to  the  nortliern  temperate  rcLnons.  The  vast 
foi-(j>;r.s  in  ilio  iiurLiiL-ni  ticcLiu!!  alioni  ncariy  every  variety  ot 
timber ;  and  the  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  fiu-nish  an  ample 
supply  of  fish. 


Geological  features.  —  Climate,  soil,  and  productions. 


IXDIAX  OCCUPANCY, -THE  IROQUOIS,  OR  FIVE 
NAT  loss 


1.  Long  before  the  whife  man  ina-le  his  appearance,  the  ter- 
ritory now  constitutinn:  the  State  Xevv  York  was  occiipie<l  bv 
roving  tril)cs  of  Indians,  en-a-^-.l  in  enntiuua}  ami  bl.Hnlv  wai^ 
with  each  other  and  wit},  nci-liburin-  tri'm-s,  and  obtaining  a 
subsistence  mainly  by  huntin-  ii..hin-  and  ].rcdatorv  incur- 
sions. 

2.  One  portion  of  tlicni,  known  as  tlie  Lkxxi  Lkxape,  or 
Algonquixs,  occupied  th-;  so.irhoi^f. -rn  p.»rtion  of  the  State 
chiefly  on  the  banks  of  the  lAiauare  iiivcr  ;  rnotiier  and'far 
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the  most  numerous,  known  as  the  Iroquois,  occupied  the  entire 
region  between  the  Hudson  River  and  Lakes  Eric  and  Ontario. 
A  portion  of  the  Mohegan  tribes,  inchiding  the  Pequods,  wcro 
found  upon  Long  IsLand  ;  and  the  Manhattans  upon  the  island 
of  that  name,  now  constituting  the  city  of  Xew  York,  and  the 
lower  portions  of  Westchester  County  bordering  on  the  Hudson. 

3.  The  Iroquois  were  orighially  separate  tribes  or  nations,  con- 
sisting of  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  and  Sen- 
ecas.  In  consequence  of  the  perpetual  inroads  made  upon  tlicin 
by  the  Algonquins  or  Delawares,  the  Adirondacks,  Hurons,  Eries, 
and  Ottawas  of  Canada,  these  tribes,  probably  as  early  as  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  formed  themselves  into  a  league 
or  confederacy,  since  known  as  the-  Fivj:  XATrnxs  ;  exrcll'Ml  tlio 
Adirondacks  irom  tneir  huntnig-grounds  ni  Canada-,  delcated  die 
Hurons  and  the  Ottawas,  extirpated  the  Eries,  humlded  the 
Delawares,  and  carried  the  terror  of  their  arms  as  far  west  <'is 
the  Mississippi  lliver  and  southerly  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

4.  The  Iroquois  Confederacy  was  the  most  celebrated  and 
powerful  of  all  the  Indian  leagues  on  the  continent ;  and  in  iN 
leading  features  strongly  resembled  the  Confederation  of  States 
long  afterwards  established.  Each  tribe  was  inde[)endent  of  all 
the  others,  except  so  far  as  related  to  the  general  purposes 
and  object  of  the  lea.2:ue.  The  head-quarters  of  this  fornudat>le 
body  were  established  on  the  banks  of  the  Onondaga  Lake,  ut-ar 
the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Syracuse  -;  and  here  annually,  or 
as  often  as  the  common  interest  required,  its  councils  were  held. 

5.  Hither,  summoned  by  trusty  and  faithful  messengers,  came 
the  sachems  and  leading  warriors  of  the  various  tribes  from  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk  and  the  shores  of  the  Onta- 
rio, Erie,  Oneida,  Cayuga,  Seneca,  and  Onondaga  Lakes,  to  con- 
sult in  solemn  conclave  upon  the  general  welfare,  to  smoke  the 
pipe  of  peace,  or  to  dig  up  the  tomahawk  and  hatchet,  and  plan 
the  savage  war-path  against  the  common  enemy. 

6.  Here,  from  time  to  time  were  heard  the  eloquent  and  spirit- 
stin-ing  appeals  of  the  Atotariio,  or  presiding  otiicer,  of  the  sage 
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HrAWxVTHA,  the  fierce  and  storaiy  Thayandenaga  of  the  Mo- 
hawks, the  noble  and  soUtai'j  Logan  of  the  Caviigas,  the  elo- 
quent Red  Jacket  of  the  Senecas,  the  chivalrous  Skexandoaii 
of  the  Oneidas,  and  the  brave  Garaxgula  of  the  Onondagas, 
with  others  whose  daring  exploits  and  tried  wisdom  and  sagacity 
entitled  them  to  the  conhdence  and  regard  of  the  confederacy. 

7.  Here,  too,  came  the  accredited  representatives  of  the  "  Tor- 
toise" the  "Bear"  and  the  "  Wolf"  tribes  of  the  respective  na- 
tions, to  mingle  their  counsels  with  those  of  their  brethren  :  — 

*'  By  the  far  Mississippi  the  Illinois  shrank 
When  the  trail  of  the  Tortoise  was  seen  on  the  bank ; 
On  the  liills  of  Xcw  Enuland  the  Fe(iuod  turned  pale 
When  the  howl  of  tlie  Wolf  swelled  at  night  on  the  gale  ; 

And  tlie  ri;<'i-(il;i'i'  -hnnV;  in  1J<  sTnil!n'_!-  I'Dwrrs 

Whcu  ilic  loot  ut  Linj  i;i::AK  sLauiped  his  ear]K't  of  llowers." 

Street's  Frontenac. 

8.  The  confederacy  owed  its  immediate  origin  to  the  necessity 
of  combining  its  forces  for  the  })rotcction  or  defence  of  the  scpn 
arate  tribes  composing  it,  against  the  [icrpctual  assaults  and  in- 
roads of  its  enemies.  Three  of  the  wisest  and  most  venerated 
chiefs,  —  Atotariio,  after  wliom  the  presiding  sachems  were 
named,  ToGAXAWETAir,  and  HAir-YOii-wouT-iiAii,  were  regarded  as 
its  projectors  and  foundei-s,  and  revered  as  possessed  of  preter- 
natural qualities. 

9.  The  traditions  of  the  Iroquois  concerning  these  groat 
chiefs  are  exceedingly  interesting  and  romantic.  Toganawetah 
is  described  as  a  youn.:  uv-m  of  remarkable  beauty  and  unknown 
origin.  After  tlie  formation  of  the  confederacy  he  predicted 
its  final  dissolution  by  the  "  Wliite  Tliroats,"  —  a  peo|»le  of 
whose  existence  they  had  never  heard,  but  for  whose  certain  ad- 
vent they  watched  until  their  fears  were  realized  by  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  prophecy. 

10.  Toganawetali.  having  uttered  his  solenui  atid  mysterious 
warning  of  doom  from  the  '*  Pale  Faces,"  snddeniy  disap{)eared 
and  was  seen  no  more.  Ifah-yoh-wout-hah  soon  afterwards  as- 
cended to  hetiven  in  th":"  prescm-e  of  th(>  assembled  multitude, 
"  amidst  bursts  of  the  sweetest  uielody,  in  a  snow-white  canoe 
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suddenly  shot  down  from  the  sky,  rising  higher  and  higher  until 
he  melted  ii^-.iy  in  the  upper  distance."  Atotarho  alone  re- 
mained to  place  himselt*  at  the  head  of  the  confederacy  on  the 
banks  of  the  Onondaga  Lake,  to  govern  and  instruct  his  people, 
and  transmit  his  name  and  authority  to  a  long  line  of  suece^scn-s. 

11.  It  was  the  belief  of  this  primitive  and  sim[)le  ])ooj)Ie 
that  when,  after  death,  they  reached  the  "happy  hunting- 
grounds"  the  Great  Spirit  would  provide  for  them  the  most 
delicious  fruits  known  to  their  native  forests,  —  chieily  the 
strawberry,  v  hich,  as  fast  as  consumed,  would  be  eternally  and 
unfailingly  renewed.  When  one  of  their  number  is  dying,  with 
that  calm  and  placid  stoicism  characteristic  of  the  race,  i\u>^(i 
around  him  are  accustomed  to  say,  "He  is  scentin-j'  the  ^t^:^u- 
bciiy  ui  tiiu  Great  ►>[>int !  " 

12.  Having  in  1055  accomplished  the  subjugation  of  the  Hu- 
rons  and  Algonquins  in  Canada  and  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Huron, 
these  indomitable  and  fiery  warriors  attacked  and  cctuipicrod, 
two  years  later,  the  ]\Iiamis  and  Ottawas  of  Michigan.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  ensuing  century  they  prosecuted  tlicir  con- 
quests as  far  south  as  the  waters  of  the  Cape  Fear  Kivcr  in 
North  Carolina,  and  at  a  subsequent  period  nearly  extcrminatod 
the  Cherokees  and  Catawbas  iu  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, and  Tennessee. 

13.  In  1711  they  were  joined  by  the  Tuscaroras  of  X'Tth 
Carolina,  and  from  thenceforth  assumed  the  title  of  the  Si\ 
Nations.  They  uniformly  adhered  to  the  Ih-iti.^h  inrcn  •>ts.  or 
"  Corlear  "  as  they  termed  that  nation,  against  '*  Vom'iKiio."'  .t 
the  French  ;  and  on  the  revolt  of  the  Americans  in  the  lo  Vi»la- 
tionary  struggle  inflicted  the  most  dire  calamities  on  tiu  ir  I-t- 
mer  friends  at  Wyoming  in  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Cherry  \  uHl  V 
and  the  Mohawk  settlements  in  New  York. 

U.  At  the  period  of  the  first  settlement  of  New  York,  tlio 
a'T'^cgate  number  of  tliis  confederacy  amounted  to  ab('Ut  l^-rty 
thousand.  Not  more  tlian  seven  thousand  remain  in  e\i>t'-n-'e, 
and  of  these  a  small  renmant  only  is  now  to  be  found  in  tno 
State. 


Tlic  .srr:nvb(Try  of  the  Civ:U  Spirit.  —  roiKjuosfs  of  tlit>  Iro.; 


Ci'-sioti  of  the  Tuscaroras.  —  ridelity  to  the  En-Iish,  —  CuuH'.ir.Uixo  iiuiu- 
K-rs. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Discovert  of  the  TlrD^ov  Tvivkr.  —  Frnsx  Skttlemext  of  the 
rKoviNCE  OF  New  Nktiieulands. 

1.  The  first  Europeans  who  landed  on  tlic  soil  of  New  York 
were  probably  the  crew  of  a  French  vessel  under  the  com- 
mand of  Joii.v  Di:  Veiiiiazzaxo,  a  Florentine,  in  the  service 
of  Francis  I.  of  France.  From  the  journals  of  the  voyaico  ] ire- 
served  by  him,  it  appears  that  al)out  tlie  middle  of  >bu-ch,  \7y2X, 
he  arrived  on  tlie  American  mast  in  Xorth  Carolina,  from  whence, 
after  proceedinix  soutii  as  fir  as  rieoi'iria,  he  sailed  northward  to 
the  latitude  of  41',  where  he  entered  a  harbor,  wiiii  h,  from  his 
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description,  was  probably  that  of  New  York.  He  seems  to  have 
remained  there  about  fifteen  days,  visited  by  the  Indians,  and 
trafficking  with  them. 

2.  After  an  interval  of  nearly  a  century,  Samuel  Cham- 
plain,  a  French  navigator,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1G09,  while 
descending  the  St.  Lawrence  Kivcr  and  exploring  its  tributaries, 
discovered  the  lake  which  bears  his  name.  A  few  days  subse- 
quently, imiting  his  forces  with  the  Hurons,  Algonquins,  and 
other  Indian  tribes  in  the  vicinity,  he  enabled  them  by  the  use 
of  fire-arms,  hitherto  unknown  to  the  natives,  to  obtain  a  deci- 
sive victory  over  their  hereditary  enemies,  the  Iroquois. 

3.  Early  in  1G09,  Henry  Hudson,  an  English  naviirator,  after 
the  failure  of  two  expeditions  in  the  employ  of  a  company  of 
Tjnvl'.R   ^^ior^'lianTs  for  t-ly"  •••■■:">v-ry  of  a  ncai-cr 

Asia,  otiered  his  services  to  the  Dutch  East  India  Company  in 
Holland  ;  and  on  the  -ith  of  April  set  sail  for  China  in  the  yacht 
Half  Moor,  with  his  son,  and  a  crew  composed  of  English  and 
Dutch  sailors.  After  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  accom- 
plish his  object,  he  entered  Delaware  Bay  in  August,  and  on 
the  3d  of  September  found  a  safe  anchorage  at  Sandy  Hook. 

4.  On  the  succeeding  day  he  proceeded  up  the  present  New 
York  Bay  along  the  Jersey  coast,  sending  from  time  to  time  his 
boats  on  shore,  and  receiving  the  visits  of  the  natives,  who 
came  on  board  in  great  numbers,  clad  in  loose  furs,  simrim: 
their  wild  songs,  and  in  the  most  friendly  manner  otlcrinLr  to 
traffic  with  the  strangers  in  excliuTige  for  pipes,  tobacco,  maize, 
beans,  and  oysters.  For  several  days  this  mutual  intcrehan-e 
friendly  civilities  was  continued  ;  and  on  the  12th  of  Sc|)trinlH  r 
Hudson  entered  through  the  Narrows  the  river  which  bears  his 
name,  and  sailed  up  its  broad  channel  as  far  as  the  present  site 
of  Manhattanville. 

5.  On  the  13th  and  14th,  passing  the  present  site  of  Yonkers, 
he  proceeded  \ip  as  far  as  the  Hi;j:h]ands,  anclioring  in  the  neiLrh- 
borhood  of  West  Point ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  Ian. led 
just  above  the  present  site  of  Hudson,  where  on  the  ensuinLT  *'»y 
he  had  a  pleasant  interview  with  the  natives.    On  the  I'.'th  lie 

Samni«l  rii.iinplMin.  —  Iloiiry  Hudson.  —  His  oin])luvim  tit  hy  tli*'  P«ii.  h 
Kart  Conipuny.— Enrrjince  into  Now  York  JB;iy.  —  liit<-'ifuur>o  \Mih 

the  Indians.  —  Discovery  of  the  river. 
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reached  iho  present  site  of  Kinderhook,  from  whence,  after 
having  sent  a  small  boat  up  the  river  to  a  point  a  little  above 
Albany,  ho  commenced  on  the  23d  his  return  voyage. 

6.  During  his  trip  up  the  river  he  was  frequently  visited  by  the 
Indians  who  canie  in  considerable  numbers  on  their  boats,  and 
manifested  the  most  friendly  disposition.  On  his  return,  how- 
ever, several  attempts  v;ere  made  a  little  below  the  Highlands, 
by  the  natives,  to  attack  his  crew,  and  in  the  eftbrt  to  repulse 
them  some  ten  or  twelve  were  killed.  On  the  4th  of  October  he 
set  sail  for  Europe,  and  in  the  ensuing  year  engaged  in  another 
voyage  for  the  discovery  of  the  northwest  passage  to  Asia,  in  which, 
near  the  straits  la  British  America  which  now  bear  his  name,  he 
was  abandoned  by  his  mutinous  crew  and  perished  miserably. 

7.   ?^;vnn];;ted    bv  Vno    t^ivni-l.lo   accn--       n-ivon  by 
Hudson  on  his  return  to  Holland,  anotlier  vessel  was 
equipped,  during  the  succeeding  year,  for  the  fur-trade  with 
the  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the  newly  discovered  river;  and 
this  adventure  having  proved  successful,  Hendrick  Christian- 
sen- and  Adriex  Block  in  1612  fitted  out  two  additional 

1612. 

ships  for  the  same  purpose,  which  were  speedily  fol- 
lowed by  three  others  under  the  command  of  Captains  DeWitt, 
Volckertsen,  and  Mav.  The  island  of  Manhattan  was  made  the 
chief  depot  of  the  trade,  and  Christiansen  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  agent  for  tlie  traffic  in  furs  during  the  passage  of  the 
vessels  to  and  from  Holland.  He  immediately  sot  about  the 
construction  of  a  small  fort  with  a  few  rude  buildings,  on  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  island,  tlms  laying  the  first  founda- 
tions of  the  future  city. 

^^^^  8.  Adrien  Block,  liaving  lost  one  of  his  vessels  by  an 
accidental  fire,  set  about  the  construction  of  another, 
which  he  completed  in  flie  spring  of  ir)14,  and  immediately 
commenced  an  active  exploration  of  the  neighboring  countrv. 
Passing  by  the  upper  waters  of  the  Eiist  River  into  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  the  outlet  of  the  Housatonic  River,  ho  ascended  the 
Connecticut  to  the  head  of  navigation,  —  thence  returning  to 
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the  Sound,  he  reached  Montauk  Point  and  the  present  Block 
Ishuid ;  then,  turnhig  his  course  eastward,  he  explored  tlie 
Narnigansett  Bay,  lliiode  Island,  Nahant  Bay,  and  the  inter- 
vening islands,  and,  leaving  his  vessel  at  Cape  Cod  in  charge  of 
Cornells  Hendrickson,  embarked  for  Holland  in  one  of  the  ships 
ou  its  way  from  Manhattan. 

9-  On  the  11th  of  October  a  charter  was  granted  by  the 
States-General,  conferring  upon  the  merchants  engaged  in  these 
expeditions  the  exclusive  right  of  trading  in  the  new  territories 
situated  between  the  fortieth  and  forty-hfth  degrees  of  n(jrth 
latitude,  for  four  voyages  to  be  completed  within  three  yea]*s  ;  and 
giving  to  this  entire  region  the  name  of  New  Netherlands.  In 
the  mean  time  Cornelissen  Jacobsen  May  had  explored  the  south- 
vvn  ciK\<t  of  L.')ng  Islan:!,  vi-itrd  Delaware  Bay,  and  h'- 
name  to  its  northern  cape,  while  Hendrick  Christiansen  had 
ascended  the  Mauritius,  as  the  Hudson  Iliverwas  then  termed, 
to  a  point  a  little  below  Albany,  where  he  established  a  fort  and 
warehouse  on  Castle  Island,  calling  it  Fort  Xassau.  Shortly 
afterwards,  however,  Christiansen  was  murdered  by  a  younir  In- 
dian in  his  employ,  and  Jacob  Eelkins  was  appointed  to  sueeced 
him  as  agent.  An  association  of  merchants  was  formed  under 
the  title  of  the  United  New  Xetherlands  Company,  and  the  trade 
in  furs  with  the  Indians  was  vigorously  prosecuted. 

10.  In  the  spring  of  1G17,  a  solemn  council  of  the 
chiefs  and  warriors  of  tlie  several  Iroquois  tril)cs,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  New  Netherlands,  was  held  at  a  place 
called  Tawasentha,  near  the  present  site  of  Albany,  and  a  f  t- 
mal  treaty  of  alliance  and  peace  entered  into  between  thnu. 
Protected  by  the  provisions  of  this  treaty  the  trade  with  the  In- 
dians l>ccame  so  flourishing  and  profitable  that  on  the  e\pir;iti'>n 
of  the  cliai-ter  of  the  Company  in  1018  its  renewal  was  rcfu-.-d 
by  tlie  States-General.  Permission  was,  however,  given  by  speciai 
license  for  a  temporary  continuance  of  their  operations. 

11.  In  1G20  Captain  Thomas  Dormer,  an  Englishman 
in  the  service  of  Sir  Fcrdinando  Gorues,  apj)eared  at 

]"..\I'lni-arii)ii  and  tlisc(»vt.'rir>.  —  Nt.'\v'  charter.  —  As>()ciali()U  ut"  riu-r.  ii  iiit-. 
—  United  New  Netherlands  Company.  —  Coiuieil  with  the  Indian  in    -  .it 
Tiuva.sentha.  —  Treaty  of  alliance.  —  Projrross  of  tlie  fur-trado.  — 
to  renew  the  charter.  —  English  claims  to  the  territory. 
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Manhattan  {>n  liis  Toyage  to  New  England,  and  laid  claim 
to  the  entire  territory  occupied  by  the  Dutch  traders,  upon  the 
ground  of  prior  discovery  and  occupancy.  On  the  representa- 
tion of  bis  employers,  James  L,  the  English  monarch,  granted 
Gorges  and  his  associates  a  charter  of  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  all  the  territories  in  America  between  the  fortieth  and 
forty-eighth  parallels  of  latitude,  and  the  English  ambassador  at 
the  Hague  vras  directed  to  remonstrate  against  the  intrusion  of 
the  Dutch  occupants. 

12.  This  remonstrance  was,  however,  unheeded  ;  and 
in  June,  1G21,  the  States-General  granted  a  new  charter 
to  the  Dutch  "  West  India  Company,"  conferring  upon  them 
exclusive  jurisdiction  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years  over 
the  Province  of  New  NctherLmds,  with  full  ;;iii!)le  '"wers 
to  trade  with  the  natives  from  Newfoundland  to  the  Straits 
of  MagclLm,  to  appoint  govemoi-s  sul)ject  to,  the  approval 
of  the  States,  to  colonize  the  territory,  erect  forts,  and  admin- 
ister justice  throughout  the  entire  teiTitor}\  The  executive 
management  of  the  association  was  intrusted  to  a  board  of 
nineteen  directors,  one  of  whom  was  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Government  and  the  remaining  eighteen  by  the  Company,  dis- 
tributed through  five  separate  Chambers  in  ditTereut  cities  of 
Holland. 

13.  The  Amsterdam  Chamber,  to  which  had  been  spe- 
cially assigned  the  charge  of  trie  Province  of  New  Neth- 
erlands, sent  out  a  vessel  under  the  command  of  Comelissen 
Jacobsen  May  as  director,  with  thirty  f\imilies,  consisting 
chiefly  of  Walloons  or  French  Protestants,  with  the  view  of  lay- 
ing a  permanent  foundation  for  the  projected  colony.  Eight 
of  these  flimilies  settled  at  Manliattan,  otiicrs  took  up  their 
abode  on  the  Jersey  sliore,  the  Connecticut  Kiver,  and  as  far  up 
the  ^lauritius  or  Hudson  lliver  as  the  present  site  of  Albany, 
where  they  built  Fort  OninLie,  four  miles  above  Fort  Nassau. 
George  Jansen  dc  Papelye,  with  a  few  Walloon  fimilics,  occu- 
pied a  portion  of  Long  Island  in  the  vicinity  of  Walloon's  Boy. 

Charter  to  Sir  Finliiiamlfj  (lorL^cs  nitd  his  ;i><ot  iafos.  — Tlie  Wi  ^t  India 
Company.  —  Colonizatioti  of  Nc^r  NLthcrlaiKLs.  —  Contdisson  Jacobsen 
May  the  hrst  director.  —  Settlcuieuts  at  Mauhattau.  —  lort  Orange  and 
l-ODg  Island. 
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Reinforced  by  other  accessions  to  their  number,  the  ^lanhattan 
settlement  in  1G25  amounted  to  some  two  hmidred  persons,  and 
the  work  of  colonization  was  fliirly  commenced.  May  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  directorship  in  1625  by  William  Ycrhulst,  who 
remained,  however,  only  for  about  one  year. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Administration  of  Peter  Minuit.  —  Purchase  and  Settlement 
OF  Manhattan  Island. 

1.  T:-:  }.[;.y,  1(320,  T\::l:\  JvIlnuit  arrived  Xow  Xeta- 
erlands  as  Director-General,  and    immediately  effected 

the  purchase  of  the  island  of  Manhattan,  of  the  Indians,  fur 
goods  and  trinkets  to  the  value  of  sixty  guilders,  or  ah(>ut 
tircnty-four  dollars.  An  interchange  of  friendly  relations  was 
established  with  the  English  settlement  at  Plymoutli,  and  ar- 
rangements for  a  mutual  trade  were  entered  into.  In  It) 28  ^^  ^^ 
a  church  was  organized  with  fifty  communicants,  under  the 
auspices  of  Jonas  Michaelius,  a  clergyman  from  Holland.  The 
colony  grew  apace,  and  the  traffic  in  furs  with  the  surrounding 
Indian  tribes  was,  for  a  time,  quietly,  industriously,  and  proJit- 
ably  pursued  by  the  incipient  colony. 

2.  The  germs  of  future  trouble  soon,'  however,  bcran  to  make 
their  appearance.  The  murder  of  a  Westchester  Indian,  who 
liad  visited  the  settlement  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  by  three  of 
Miuuit's  farm  servants,  had  aroused  a  spirit  of  revenge  which 
awaited  only  a  favoralde  opportunity  for  its  gratification.  Xot- 
withstanding  the  fact  that  the  authorities  at  Manhattan  were 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  commission  of  this  rash  outr;i_re.  and 
disclaimed  all  participation  in  it,  the  native  tribes  sulh'i.ly 
brooded  over  the  unprovoked  injury,  and  patiently  bided  their 
time  for  a  bloody  retribution. 

3.  In  the  mean  time,  the  slow  growth  of  the  colony  1CJ9. 

IV'tcr  Minnit.  —  Purchase  of  Manhattan  Ishmd.  —  E>taMi<hiii(nt  of 
frii-n.lly  relations  with  the  Em^Iish  eolonists  at  Plymouth.  —  Or^aiiizutiuQ 
ff  a  cliurch.  —  Murder  of  a  Wc.-^tehostcr  Indian. 
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induced  the  States-Ge^nerai,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
AssemMy  of  .Nineteen,  to  adopt  an  ordinance  gi-anting  to  any 
member  of  the  Company  who  should  within  four  years  estab- 
lish a  coiony  of  fifty  persons,  exchisive  of  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age,  ibc  privilege  of  selecting,  with  the  title  of  Patroon, 
a  tract  of  land,  outside  of  the  island  of  ^lanhattan,  sixteen  miles 
in  length  on  one  side,  or  eight  miles  on  each  side  of  any  naviga- 
ble river,  and  extending  as  far  inland  as  the  proprietor  should 
choose. 

4.  The  sole  conditions,  except  that  of  colonization,  imposed 
upon  the  grantees  were  :  satisfaction  to  the  Indians  for  the 
lands  selected,  the  maintenance  of  a  minister  and  schoolmaster, 
and  the  payment  of  a  duty  of  five  per  cent  on  all  trade  carried 
on  by  thcra,  exclusive  of  that  in  furs,  which  the  Company  re- 
served to  tliemselves.  The  Company  on  tltcir  part  agreed  to 
strengthen  the  forts  at  ^lanhattan,  to  protect  the  colonists 
against  all  attacks  from  the  Indians  or  English,  and  to  supply 
them  with  a  sufficient  number  of  negro  servants  for  an  indefi- 
nite period  of  time.  This  was  the  first  introduction  of  slavery 
into  the  province. 

5.  The  Company  also  encouraged  the  emigration  of  individual 
settlers  by  ofiering  them  the  grant  of  as  much  land  as  they 
could  cultivate,  with  an  exemption  from  taxation  for  ten  years; 
precluding  them,  however,  as  well  as  the  settlers  under  the  Pa- 
troons,  from  any  voice  in  the  government  of  the  colony,  and 
from  the  manufacture  of  any  linen,  woollen,  cotton,  or  other 
cloth.  The  Patroous  were  a  species  of  feudal  lords,  with  full 
powers  over  their  tenants,  the  appointment  of  all  local  officers, 
and  unrestricted  privileires  of  Iiuuting,  fowlinsr,  and  fishing. 

6.  Under  these  grants  larLrc  tracts  of  land  on  each  side  of 
the  Hudson,  inchidini:  the  present  counties  of  Albany  and  Kens- 
selaer,  were  secured  by  Kilian  Van  Rensselaer,  a  director  of  the 
Company,  under  the  title  of  Kenssolaerwyck  ;  and  another  di- 
rector, Michael  Pauw,  appropriated  Staten  Island  and  a  large 
tract  in  New  Jersey,  including  the  present  Jersey  City  and 
Hoboken,  to  which  he  gave  tiie  name  of  Pavonia.    A  large  por- 


Grants  of  rorrifory  to  Patroons  and  otlicr  settlers.  —  Introduction  of  sla- 
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tion  of  the  manorial  estate  conferred  upon  Van  Rensselaer  still 
remains  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants,  and  tlie  descend- 
ants and  successors  of  the  original  tenants,  held  by  them  under 
nominal  rent  charges. 

7.  The  settlement  at  Manhattan  in  the  mean  while  continued 
in  a  prosperous  condition  ;  its  internal  and  foreign  connncrcc  was 
steadily  increasing ;  a  large  vessel  of  eight  handred  tuns  was 
built  and  despatched  to  Holland  ;  settlements  on  the  Brook- 
lyn shore  and  in  the  interior  of  Long  Island  were  springing  up  ; 
and  immigrants  of  every  shade  of  religious  faith,  attracted  by  the 
liberal  inducements  offered  by  the  Dutch  Government  and  by 
the  free  toleration  of  their  theological  opinions,  were  flocking 
to  the  settlements. 

8.  A  controversy  havmg  arisen  between  the  Company  ^^  ^^^ 
and  the  Patroons,  originating  in  the  interference  of  the 
latter  in  the  fur-trade,  from  all  participation  in  which  they  were 
excluded  by  the  terms  of  their  charter,  Minuit,  who  was  sus- 
pected of  favoring  their  pretensions,  was  in  1G32  recallcil.  The 
ship  in  which  he  had  embarked  for  Holland  having  been  detained 
on  her  return  voyage  by  the  English  authorities  at  iMyniouth 
as  an  illegal  trafficker  in  English  goods,  a  correspondence  cnsueil 
between  the  representatives  of  the  two  governments  in  rcftrencc 
to  their  respective  claims  to  the  title  of  the  New  Netherlan<ls. 

9.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Dutch  relied  upon  the  disccvt  rics  <  ( 
Hudson;  the  subsequent  immediate  occup;iri(»n  of  thv  tornti-ry 
by  themselves,  ratified  and  contirmed  by  charier  ;  the  cs?;ibl:-!i- 
ment  of  forts  and  garrisons  for  its  protection  ;  the  purch;i>e  by 
them  of  the  land  from  the  natives,  and  the  failure  of  the  Vav^- 
lish  to  occupy  any  portion  of  tlie  territory  claimed.  The  kitt.  r 
relied  upon  the  prior  discovery  of  Cabot,  and  the  patent  to  the 
riymouth  Company  granted  by  .James  I,,  covering  the  territ.'iy 
in  question,  —  igm^ring  and  denying  the  validity  of  any  title 
procured  from  the  Indians,  who  had  themselves  a  mere  })<>^^' 
sory  claim, — and  offering  to  permit  the  continued  occuparji  n 
of  the  province  by  its  present  colonists,  witli  a  full  gu:ir.inty 
of  ull  their  rights  of  property  and  person,  on  condition  oi  ilic 
transfer  of  their  allegiance  to  the  English  Crown. 

IVd-i-^ss  of  the  cokMiY  at  Mmiluutau.  —  Coiirrovcrsy  U'twccii  the  Cuiu- 
pany  ami  Patroons.  —  Recall  of  Miuuit.  —  Eii^jlish  cbhu^. 
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10.  A  definitive  settlement  of  the  controversy  was,  however, 
deferred  to  a  future  period,  and  the  vessel  released.  Minuit 
subsequently  returned  to  America  daring  the  administration  of 
Governor  Kieft,  and,  under  the  auspices  of  Queen  Christina  of 
Sweden,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  Swedish  colony  on  the  Dela- 
ware River  by  the  erection  of  a  fort,  which  he  named  after  his 
royal  patroness,  where,  in  ICll,  he  died  and  was  buried. 


CHAPTER  III. 
Administration  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller. 

1.  Ix  xipril,  1033,  the  new  Director-General,  Wouter  Van 
Twiller,  arrived  at  Manhattan  with  a  small  military  force 

1 633 

and  a  Spanish  vessel  captured  on  the  voyage  from  Hol- 
land. xVmongthc  passengers  were  Everardus  Bogardus,  a  cler- 
g}'man,  and  Adam  Roelandsex,  the  pioneer  schoolmaster  of  the 
colony.  Van  Twiller  had  previously  visited  the  province  with  a 
view  to  the  selection  of  lands  under  the  patroon  grants,  and  had 
man'ied  a  niece  of  Killian  Van  Rensselaer.  With  the  exception 
of  the  influence,  and  knowledge  of  the  country,  thus  obtained, 
he  seems  to  have  been  thoroughly  incompetent  to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  imposed  upon  liim. 

2.  The  fort  at  New  Amsterdam,  which  had  been  commenced 
several  years  before,  was  coujpletcd,  a  guard-house  and  bar- 
racks for  the  soldiers  erected,  and  a  church  and  parsonage 
built,  under  his  direction.  An  angry  controversy  soon  sprung 
up  between  Bogardus  and  the  Govenior,  in  which  the  citizens 
generally  took  part,  L^rowing  out  of  his  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  province.  Bitter  recriminations  passed  between 
the  parties,  —  the  anathemas  of  the  Church  were  hurled  upon 
the  devoted  head  of  the  Director,  who,  in  turn,  denounced  his 
reverend  antag(^ni^t,  —  and  the  strife  was  prolonged  to  the  clo.e 
of  his  brief  adniinistratinii. 

Swc(li.-i]i  settlcnu'iit  on  tlie  Delaware  by  Miniiit.  —  Erection  of  Fort  Chris- 
tin.i,  —  Death  of  Minnit.  —  (iovernor  Van  Twiller.  —  His  charaetcr. — 
Controvci^  with  liou^ardus.  —  Adam  lioelandscn.  —  Rebuilding  of  the 
fort. — Erection  of  a  eliureh. 
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3.  In  the  rnervTi  time  Jacob  Eelkins,  a  fonnor  aa-ent  of  the 
Comp-my  at  Fort  Orange,  who  had  been  disniisscd  from  then- 
employ,  arrived  at  Manhattan  as  supercargo  of  an  EnghsU  ves- 
sel engaged  in  the  fur-trade.  The  Governor  refusetl  to  per- 
mit the  vessel  to  proceed  without  the  production  of  a  suitalile 
license  from  the  Company.  Eelkins  declined  exhibiting  his 
commission,  and  claimed  the  right  to  trade  with  the  natives  as 
an  Englishman  to  whom  the  territory  legitimately  belonged, 
and  after  displaying  the  English  flag,  and  firing  a  salute  in 
honor  of  the  English  king,  proceeded  up  the  river  in  defiance 
of  the  guns  of  the  fort. 

4.  Van  Twiller  immediately  summoned  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  at  the  square  before  tlio  fort,  now  the  Bowliu-jr  (^nn-n. 
and  alter  coiiocung  tiioir  scniiiiiL'Ut-s,  and  induiging  m  iiiurli 
bravado  and  festive  display  of  loyalty  to  the  government  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  despatched  an  armed  force  to  Fort  Orange, 
whither  Eelkins  had  already  repaired,  erected  a  tent,  and  was 
engaged  in  trading  with  the  natives.  The  soldiers  proceeded,  on 
their  arrival,  to  demolish  his  tent,  take  ])Ossession  of  his  wares, 
and  reconduct  his  vessel  to  Fort  Amsterdam,  whence  it  was  sent 
to  sea,  with  a  warning  henceforth  to  cease  from  intermeddling 
with  the  Dutch  trade. 

5.  The  Governor,  soon  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
administration,  had  despatched  Jacob  Van  Corlaer  and  other 
agents  to  purchase  of  the  Pequod  Indians  a  tract  of  land  <  u 
the  Connecticut  River,  near  the  present  site  of  I  Tart  ford.  bp.  n 
this  tract  they  built  and  fortified  a  redoubt,  which  tiiey  named 
Fort  Good  Hope.  Against  this  invasion  of  tlieir  territory  the 
Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  colonies,  throuLrh  Governor  Wiu- 
throp,  sent  an  earnest  remonstrance  to  Van  Twiller,  to  wliit  h 
he  returned  a  courteous  reply,  proposing  a  reference  of  their 
respective  claims  to  their  several  governments. 

G.  The  Plymouth  colonists,  however,  having:  secured  from  tlie 
Indians  a  small  tract  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  sent  Lieutenant 
William  Holmes  with  a  sutHcient  force  to  take  possession  and 
commence  an  English  settlement  on  the  present  site  of  \Vin«i-"r. 

Jacob  Eclkins's  vi>it  to  ^lanhattan.  —  Defiance  of  the  autliority  of' tl'.e 
Governor. —  Van  Twiller's  procccdinL's.  —  Dillicultics  between  ilic  Duteh 
and  English  colonists  on  the  Coaueciicut. 


) 


2i 


SECOND  PERIOD. 


Van  Corlaer  ineffectuailj  endeavored  to  oppose  their  progress, 
and  Van  Twiller  sent  a  force  of  seventy  soldiers  to  dislodge 
them.  The  Dutch  commander,  however,  intimidated  by  their 
bold  bearing,  withdrew  without  any  attempt  at  their  expul- 
sion. 

7.  Van  Twiller  met  with  better  success  in  expelling  a  band 
of  Englieh  intruders  from  the  Virginia  colony,  who,  headed  by 
George  Holmes,  had  taken  possession  of  Fort  Nassau.  The 
Governor  promptly  despatched  an  armed  ^force  to  South  River, 
wliich  dislodged  the  occupants  and  brought  them  back  as  pris- 
oners to  Fort  Amsterdam,  whence  they  were  returned  to  Point 
Comfort  jiist  in  season  to  intercept  a  party  of  their  countrymen 
intending  to  join  them.  This  energetic  display  of  spirit  secm-cd 
to  the  province  the  undis]nitcd  control  of  the  South  River 
colony. 

8.  After  purchasing  on  his  own  account,  in  con- 
1636  ~  7  1  _>  ' 

junction  witli  Jacob  Van  Corlaer  and  others,  a  tract  of 

fifteen  thousand  acres  of  land,  now  comprising  the  flourishing 
town  of  Flatlands,  to  which  he  afterwards  added  the  islands  now 
known  as  Governor's,  Blackwell's,  and  Randall's,  thus  rendering 
himself  the  wealthiest  landholder  in  the  province,  he  involved 
himself,  with  characteristic  recklessness  and  impetuosity,  in  a 
quarrel  with  Van  Dincklagcn,  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  his 
Council.  The  latter  had  complained  of  his  rapacity,  and  in  re- 
turn had  been  deprived  of  his  salary,  removed  from  his  office, 
and  sent  a  prisoner  to  Holkuxl  on  a  charge  of  contumacy. 

9.  Van  Dincklagcn  made  so  stronu:  a  representation  of  the  in- 
efficiency and  corruption  of  the  (iovcrnor,  that  the  States-Gen- 
eral lu-ged  the  Amsterdam  ChamVier  to  recall  him  and  reinstate 
his  councill(^r,  ^/ith  which  request  the  (.'hamber,  after  some  de- 
lay, reluctantly  complied.  Prior,  however,  to  his  recall,  the 
AVest  India  Com])any  had  cflocted  the  purchase  of  Pavonia  from 
its  patroon,  which  conferred  upon  them  possession  of  and  juris- 
diction over  tiie  Jersey  shore  nnd  Staten  Island.  The  patroon- 
ship  of  Pensselaerwvck  was  therefore  the  only  property  of  tuis 
description  remaining  in  t!ie  province. 

Invasion  of  Fort  Xnssan  and  its  rrconqiicst. — Rajmoity  and  wealth  of 
Van  Twiller.  —  Controversy  with  Van  Dincklagcn.  — llocall  of  Van  Twil- 
ler. —  Purchase  of  PaYuuia. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
Administration  of  Wiluelm  tii^TT. 

1.  On  the  28th  of  Mcarch,  1G38,  Wiliielm  Kieft  ar- 

1C38 

rived  at  Manhattan  as  the  successor  of  Van  Twiller  in 
the  government  of  the  colony.  He  was  a  man  of  considcraV'lo 
energy  of  character,  — irritable,  capricious,  and  injudicious,  and 
wholly  deficient  in. that  firmness,  prudence,  and  cool  discrimina- 
tion so  necessary  to  his  difficult  position.  His  previous  career 
as  a  merchant  at  Amsterdam,  and  subsequently  in  the  cmjiloy 
of  the  Government,  had  been  stained  with  dishonor  and  crinnnal 
rapacity,  and  his  administrntion  of  tlic  new  rln.rics  dcvnlvt'd  m 
him  was  a  stormy  and  disastrous  one  ;  marked  i)y  the  usstiiup- 
tion  of  dictatorial  powers,  and  distinguished  chiefly  for  rashnc-s, 
improvidence,  and  sanguinary  contests  with  the  surrounding 
Indian  tribes. 

2.  Immediately  on  his  accession  he  surrounded  himself  with 
a  Council  entirely  devoted  to  his  own  interests,  and  obedient  in 
all  things  to  his  wiU.  With  characteristic  activity  he  set  about 
the  reform  of  a  variety  of  abuses  which  had  crept  into  the 

lie  service  under  the  lax  administration  of  his  predecessor.  He 
prepared  a  code  of  laws  and  regulations  strictly  j)n'hil>itin:r  all 
illegal  traffic  under  heavy  penalties,  estal)lishing  riudd  sanitary 
observances,  and  repressing  all  forms  of  vice  and  innncntliry. 

3.  He  soon  became  involved  in  difficulties  with  the  di>h 
colonies  on  the  Delaware  and  the  English  settlements  the 
Connecticut.  His  remonstrances,  however,  airainst  the  intru-^K  ii 
of  the  Swedish  settlers  on  territory  claimed  by  the  Dutch,  wi  re 
disregarded  both  by  the  colonists  and  the  States-General,  win* 
were  unwilling  to  offend  so  powerful  a  neit:hl)<>r  ;  and  lie  was  re- 
luctantly compelled  to  turn  his  attention  in  another  dirrctiun. 

4.  A  new  charter  of  privileires  was  conferred  uj>on  the 
colonies  by  the  Company  :  rcstrictiuG:  the  patroon  riLfiits 

of  occupancy  to  four  miles  of  frontacre  on  navi'_^able  rivers  ;r:d 
eight  miles  inland  ;  granting  two  hundred  acres  of  land  t'>  <  very 

Wilhc'lm  Kicft.  —  His  chanictcr  and  nntccc<lcnts.  —  T^cforin  "t  .iLu-i  *. 
Code  of  liiws  and  roLailutions.  —  DitKcultics  with  the  Swcdi.-h  coIt>!nsi*. -— 
Now  charter  of  privileges. 
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six  settlers  ^rho  should  transport  themselves  to  the  colony  at  their 
own  expense;  giving  the  right  of  choosing. their  own  magis- 
trates to  all  villages  and  cities  thereafter  to  be  established  ;  re- 
linquishing the  monopoly  of  the  Indian  trade  in  exchange  for  a 
moderate  duty  ;  and  making  a  liberal  provision  for  individual 
settlers.  The  Reformed  Dutch  religion  was  recognized  as  the 
established  faith  of  the  province,  with  fidl  toleration,  however, 
to  all  other  sects ;  and  no  discrimination,  except  an  oath  of 
fealty  to  the  Dutch  Government,  was  permitted  to  exist  between 
foreigners  and  other  citizens. 

5.  Attracted  by  these  inducements,  the  colonization  of  the 
province  rapidly  increased,  both  from  Holland  and  the  New 
England  and  Virginia  colonies.  The  cultivation  of  tobacco 
us  ihtro'lacod  ;  i\<.:\\  I'niic-trces  and  other  lluwciing  plants  and 
garden  vegetables  were  domesticated  ;  and  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  colonists  were  prosperous  beyond  any  previous  experience. 
Large  tracts  of  land  on  Long  Island  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pres- 
ent Newtown,  purchased  for  the  Company  by  the  Governor, 
were  brought  into  cultivation  ;  a  settlement  was  commenced  at 
Gravesend  by  Anthony  Jansen  Rapelye,  the  brother  of  the 
founder  of  the  Walloon  Colony  ;  and  other  purchases  were  made 
of  valuable  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city. 

6.  In  the  spring  of  lO  iO  Kieft,  also  in  behalf  of  the 
Company,  purchased  of  the  Indians  all  the  remaining  ter- 
ritory comprised  within  the  present  limits  of  Kings  and  Queens 
Counties,  and  De  Vrics  soon  ^\\cy  established  another  colony  at 
Tappan.  Those  were  followed  in  the  ensuing  year  by  a  colony 
on  the  Ilackensack  River,  by  Vander  Voorst,  and  on  all  that 
part  of  Stateu  Island  not  already  in  possession  of  De  Vries,  by 
Cornelius  Melyn.  A  few  scattered  settlements  had  been  effected 
on  the  eastern  part  of  Loul:  Island,  at  Southampton.  South- 
old  and  Grecnpoit,  under  KuLrlish  tyrants,  and  a  few  years  later 
the  towns  of  East  Ham|)ton  and  Sctaukct,  were  founded  under 
the  same  authority,  without  any  attempts  at  disturbance  on 
the  part  of  the  Dutch  Government. 

7.  An  expedition  was  durinir  this  year  fitted  out  at  New- 
Haven  by  (u.orge  Limberton,  a  merchant,  with  fifty  families, 

Intornal  prosperity  of  the  colony. — Progress  of  settlements  on  Long 
Island. 
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for  A  s^ttlomont  on  the  shores  of  the  Delaware.  Touching  at 
Manhattan,  the  emigrants  were  forbidden  by  Kicft  to  ])rose- 
cute  further  their  enterprise.  They,  however,  disregarded  liis 
thre(>ts,  and  proceeded  on  their  voyage.  Kieff,  indiiiiiaiit  at 
this  defiance  oJ'  his  authority,  organized  a  force  for  their  smii- 
mary  expulsion  ;  but,  being  prevented  by  Indian  disturbances  at 
home,  deferred  the  enterprise  until  the  following  year,  when 
with  the  aid  of  the  Swedes  he  succeeded  in  breaking  up  the  set- 
tlement and  sending  back  the  English  with  their  goods  to  New 
Haven.  Lamberton,  who  persisted  pi  trading  at  the  South 
Kiver,  was  arrested  and  compelled  to  pay  full  duties  on  his 
cargo.  Demands  for  satisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  Englisli  col- 
onies, and  continued  annoyances  ensuing  from  the  refusal  on 
t'!.-'  !';irt  of  Kici't,  induced  the  latter  tinally  to  proclaim  an  t.>i'ui- 
nance  of  non-intercourse  with  the  Connecticut  colony. 

8.  Negotiations  were  now  opened  for  tiie  purchase  of  the  ter- 
ritory in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Dutch  post  on  the  Connect itait 
Kiver;  but  all  tenns  being  refused,  both  parties  a[»pealed  to  their 
respective  governments  for  redress.  The  pendency  of  tiie  civil 
war  in  England,  however,  prevented  a  settlement  of  the  iliiiieuh 
ties  ;  and  the  English  colonists  continued  for  some  time  longer 
to  harass  and  disturb  their  Dutch  neighbors. 

9.  In  July,  IG-iO,  Kieft  sent  an  armed  force  against  ^^^^^ 
the  Raritan  Indians,  belonging  to  the  Delaware  tribe  in 
New  Jersey,  for  an  alleu^ed  robbery  on  Stateu  Islaml,  by  a  p^-rtiou 
of  the  tribe.  Although  tliese  Indians' were  entirely  innoci  nr  of 
theofience,  ten  of  their  warriors  were  ruthlessly  i,luuLditfrcd  an.i 
their  crops  and  other  property  destroyed.  This  severe  ch;isti>e- 
ment  soon  provoked  a  bloody  retaliation.  The  ]jlantation  ol"  ih- 
Vries,  on  Statcn  Island,  was  attacked,  his  dwelling  hnnu  d.  uvA 
four  of  his  ])lanters  killed.  Other  outrages  speedily  followed,  and 
the  foundations  were  thus  laid  for  a  vindictive  contest,  whicii 
for  a  time  threatened  the  extermination  of  the  infant  colony. 

10.  Satisfaction  having  been  refused  by  tlie  chiefs  of  the  ^ 
offending  tribes,  a  general  declaration  of  war  against  the 
savages  was  resolved  upon.     Previouslv,  houever,  to  en_'"au;ing 
in  active  hostilities,  Kieft  deemed  it  prudent  to  convoke  a 

Laruhcrron's  expedition  to  the  Delaware.  —  Proccedincrs  of  Kieft.  —  Arfack 
nponthe  Karitau  ludiuns.  —  Burning  of  Dc  Vriea*  plantation.  —  Indian  W  ar. 
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general  council  of  the  principal  citizens,  who,  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1G41,  nominated  a  select  committee  of  twelve  of  their 
number  to  act  as  their  representatives.  This  committee,  while 
making  every  preparation  for  the  impending  conflict,  exerted, 
in  conjunction  with  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  Company,  the 
utmost  efforts  for  the  peaceful  settlement  of  the  controversy. 

11.  Kieft,  however,  succeeded,  in  the  commencement  of 
*^*'*  the  ensuing  year,  in  obtaining  a  reluctant  consent  from 
the  representative  Council  for  the  immediate  adoption  of  vigor- 
ous measures  for  the  chastisement  of  Ihe  Indians.  He  at  once 
despatched  a  party  of  eighty  men  up  the  river,  with  orders  to 
exterminate  by  fire  and  sword  the  neighboring  Westchester 
tribe,  a  member  of  which,  in  retaliation  for  a  murder  committed 
twenty  vears  before  by  Minuit's  faiin  servants,  had  slain  in  cold 
blood  an  unoffending  citi/en,  and  was  protected  and  justified 
by  the  tribe.  The  Indians,  however,  on  learning  their  danger, 
sued  for  peace,  promising  to  deliver  up  the  murderer. 

12.  Pending  these  negotiations,  two  other  murders  were  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians,  and  satisfaction  was  promptly  demanded 
by  the  Governor.  In  the  mean  time  a  l)aud  of  Mohawks  made  a 
descent  upon  the  river  Indians,  and,  after  killing  and  captur- 
ing many  of  their  numl)er,  compelled  them  to  flee  for  succor  to 
the  Dutch  at  Manhattan.  More  than  a  thousand  of  the  hapless 
fugitives  encamped  on  the  Jersey  shore  at  Pavonia,  while  the 
residue  crossed  the  river,  and  appealed  to  the  colonists  for  pro- 
tection against  their  enrai^i'd  and  relentless  enemies.  A  favor- 
able opportunity  was  thus  at!onle(l  for  the  restoration  of  friendly 
relations  between  the  settk'i*s  and  the  natives;  but  it  was  frus- 
trated by  an  act  of  wanton  and  disirraceful  treachery  and  cruelty 
unparalleled  in  the  amials  of  civilized  humanity. 

13.  Tlie  faction  in  New  Ainsterdam  in  fivor  of  a  war 

1643 

of  extermination  against,  tiu;  indi;ins,  supported  l>y  the 
influence  of  the  Governor,  succeeded  in  obtainini^'  from  that 
officer  full  authority  to  avail  thenjselves  of  the  helpless  condi- 
tion of  the  fiigitives  thus  thrown  upon  their  hospitality,  by  a  gen- 
eral and  indiscriminate  massacre.     In  defiance  of  the  most  ur- 


FoniiiUiou  of  a  roi.n-cntativi'  couimiitco.  —  Kxi.odition  a^raiiist  West- 
chester Iiuliaiis.  —  Attark  tif  the  M<'li:rA  k>  ii|.<>n  the  river  tribes.  —  Mussaere 
of  the  Indiana  at  I'avouia  and  Corhier's  lluok. 
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gent  remonscraTices  of  the  leading  citizens,  at  midnight  on  the 
2')th  of  Febrnarj,  1G43,  this  inhuman  and  revolting  outrage 
was  perpetrated  under  the  immediate  sanction  of  the  Gi>V' 
ernor,  and  eight}"  of  the  Indians  at  Pavonia  —  men,  womm, 
and  children,  surprised  in  the  midst  of  their  unsuspecting 
slurabei^  —  were  despatched  by  the  muskets  of  their  enemies  or 
driven  into  the  river  to  perish.  A  similar  massacre  was  at  the 
same  time  perpetrated  at  Corlaer  s  Hook,  upon  the  confiding 
and  unconscious  savages  there. 

14.  These  atrocious  deeds  reflect^  indelible  infamy  upon  the 
memory  of  Kieft,  who  was  solely  responsible  for  their  conmiis- 
sion.  Well  had  it  been  if  the  swift  retribution  for  their  enor- 
mity could  have  fillcn  on^y  unnn  him  and  h.\<  l^'^.M!!!•^v  I- 
vi.-crs  and  iubii'u.i  .us  '.  Ail  the  neiglii;(;ring  tnhts  imnifdiatriy 
concentrated  their  forces  for  avenging  this  outrage  upon  their 
brethren,  and  openly  proclaimed  an  unrelenting  war  against 
the  devoted  colonists.  They  took  possession  of  the  swamps  and 
morasses  of  the  island,  lay  in  wait  to  shoot  down  the  settlers  at 
their  work,  to  drive  off  their  cattle,  burn  their  dwellings,  cap- 
ture their  wives  and  children,  and  devastate  their  jKissessions, 
Universal  ten-or  prevailed.  The  white  settlements  on  every 
hand  were  attacked,  and  the  colonists  were  reduced  to  des[)air. 

15.  Overtures  of  peace,  preferred  by  Kieft,  who  too  late 
begtin  to  repent  his  rashness,  were  scornfully  rejected.  I'.itrcr 
recriminations  passed  between  his  cowardly  advisers  and  iiirn- 
self  ;  and  the  persecuted  colonists  heajied  the  mcst  c<»ntunie- 
lious  reproaches  upon  his  head  for  his  agency  in  bringiii'j:  about 
the  deplorable  condition  in  which  they  found  themselvts.  Tiv.-y 
even  threatened  his  deposition  and  aiTcst  as  a  prisoner,  and 
talked  of  sending  him  in  chains  to  Holland.  De  Vries  alone, 
wdio  had  thrown  the  whole  weiLcht  of  his  inliuence  in  opposition  to 
the  infatuated  policy  of  the  Governor,  retained  tlie  C(»nri(kMu-e  as 
well  of  the  colonists  as  their  maddened  oj^ponents,  tlie  sav;r_r< 

IG.  Early  in  the  spring',  however,  a  white  Wv^  a[)pro:uh'  d 
the  f->rt,  and  through  De  Vries  and  Olfertson.  who  alone  dan  i 
to  confi-ont  the  Indians  who  bore  it,  an  interview  took  {ilace 
with  the  sachems  of  the  surrounding  tri!)es,  foUowt-i  by  a 
treaty  providing  for  a  tem]>orary  truce.     In  August  the  \var 
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was  again  i-enewed>  a  new  representative  Council  summoned  by 
the  Governor,  an  alliance  entered  into  with  the  Long  Island 
tribes,  and  energetic  preparations  made  for  otFensive  military 
operations,  undv'r  the  charge  of  Captain  John  Underbill. 

17.  The  Indlaus  on  their  part  renewed  their  savage  attacks 
upon  all  the  neighboring  settlements.  The  outlying  farms 
were  ruthlessly  sacked ;  the  plantation  of  the  celebrated  Anne 
Hutchmson  on  the  East  River  near  Hell  Gate  burned,  and  her- 
self, and  her  vrhole  fiimily,  with  one  exception,  murdered ; 
and  throughout  Westchester  andi  the  adjoining  settlements,  on 
Long  Island  and  the  Jersey  shore,  indiscriminate  plunders  and 
massacres  were  of  daily  occurrence.  The  sole  place  of  safety 
for  the  hunted  colonists  was  the  fort  at  Now  Amsterdam,  whore 
some  two  or  thrcj  liundrca  tielcudors,  with  tlieir  wives  and 
children,  were  collected  to  resist  the  constant  attacks  of  fifteen 
hundred  armed  and  maddened  savages.  Do  Vrics,  linding  him- 
self ruined,  and  helpless,  notwithstanding  his  great  •  influence 
with  the  Indians,  to  avert  t!ie  calamitous  results  of  Kieft's  reck- 
less folly,  abandoned  the  colony  and  returned  to  Holland. 
^^^^  18.  The  aid  of  the  New  Haven  colony  was  in  this 
emergency  unsuccessfully  invoked  by  tlie  Council ;  and 
after  an  earnest  and  pressing  appeal  to  Holland  for  assistance 
in  this  their  hour  of  sore  distress,  the  colonists  sent  out  several 
expeditions  against  the  Indian  villaues.  The  chief  of  one  of  the 
friendly  Long  Island  tribes  at  Hem[)stead  having  fallen  under 
suspicion  of  treachery  to  the  whites,  'Kieft,  without  any  effort 
to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  charge,  despatched  a  force  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men  with  orders  to  exterminate  the  tribe. 
These  orders  were  promptly  carried  into  effect  with  circum- 
stances of  revolting  barbarity  and  cruelty.  Upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred waiTiors  were  slaughtered,  and  two  prisotiers,  conducted  to 
Fort  Amsterdam,  put  to  death  with  excruciating  tortures. 

19.  Underbill  was  tlien  ordered  with  a  hundred  and  fifty 
men  on  an  expedition  against  the  Connecticut  Indians  at 
Greenwich,  who  were  surrounded  at  midnight,  while  celebrat- 
ing   one  of  their  annual    festivals,  and    put  to  the  sword. 

Truce  with  the  Imlians.  —  Ivcncwal  of  tho  war.  —  Military  pn.'{)aratiuns 
of  the  coloni>t,s.  —  Devastations  of  the  Indians.  —  Murder  of  Anne  Hutch- 
inson.—  llcljdcss  con(htion  of  tho  settlers.  —  Massacre  of  Long  lahmd 
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Nearly  two  hundred  of  their  number  were  killed,  and  the  residue 
forced  into  their  wigwams,  which  were  immediately  fired,  and 
their  hapless  occupants  either  bm'ned  or  shot  in  their  eftorts  to 
escape.  Eight  only,  of  six  hundred  men,  women,  and  children, 
escaped  the  fearful  slaughter  and  conflagration.  This  san- 
guinary battle  virtually  terminated  the  war,  although  desul- 
tory hostilities  continued  down  to  tiie  fall  of  the  succeed- 
ing year,  1645,  when  a  final  treaty  of  peace  and  amity 
was  concluded  at  the  Bowling  Gyeen,  and  a  day  of  gen- 
eral thanksgiving  proclaimed. 

20.  At  this  period  scarcely  a  hundred  men  were  left  on 
^Manhattan  Island,  and  such  of  the  neighboring  colonists  as 
survived  the  calamities  of  the  war  had  been  reduced  to  pov- 
erty and  destitution.  Cattle,  flirms,  provisions,  and  dwellings 
were  destroyed,  and  everything  bore  tokens  of  a  long,  perilous, 
and  deadly  struggle  with  an  infuriated  and  savage  foe.  A  re- 
inforcement of  Dutch  soldiers,  forwarded  by  Stuyvesant,  then 
Governor  of  Curacoa,  were  billeted  upon  the  citizx'ns,  and  the 
expense  of  their  clothing  supplied  by  the  imposition  of  an  excise 
tax.  Indignant  at  the  enforcement  of  this  additional  bunlen, 
the  Council  demanded  the  recall  of  Kieft,  denounced  him  as 
the  author  of  the  war,  and  petitioned  for  the  allowance  to  the 
citizens  of  a  voice  in  the  municipal  government. 

21.  Tlieir  memorial  met  with  a  fivorable  rece{)tion. 
Kieft  was  ordered  home,  new  regulations  for  the  g(»v- 
crnment  of  the  province  were  made,  and  its  administration 
confided  to  new  hands.  On  his  outward  voyage,  tlie  late  (J"V- 
ernor  perished  Ity  shipwreck,  leaving  behind  him  a  melancholy 
record  of  abused  power  and  perverted  opportunities  of  useful- 
ness. With  him  were  two  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  un- 
der sentence  of  banishment  by  the  new  Director  on  chargo;? 
preferred  l)y  Kieft,  and  Dominie  Bogardus,  who  was  on  his  way 
to  answer  similar  charges  preferred  by  the  new  Coinicil.  'I'he 
two  former  were  rescued  and  subsequently  returned  with  l^'in-r 
to  the  colony.  Bogardus  and  eiirhty  others,  including  the  C.'(,'V- 
ernor,  went  down  with  the  ill-fated  vessel. 

Trvutyof  peaco.  —  rKMieml  tlinnksiriviiiL:.  —  Rf'lurni  ooiiditidii  of  i  Ik-  (  "j- 
ony.  —  Arrival  of  riinfDrccmctirs.  —  Excise  tiix.  —  IndigiuUion  of  liic  citi- 
Zfus.  —  llecail  auJ  dcatli  of  Kieft. 


Isew  Ainstei-d;ini  in  1G56. 


CHAPTER  V. 
Admixisti:atiox  of  Teteu  Stuyvesant. 

1.  Peter  Stuyvesaxt,  the  uewly  appointed  Director,  took 
possession  of  the  ufoveniinciit  on  the  11th  of  M;iy,  IG-IT. 
On  his  arrival  lie  was  <_Teeted  with  a  hearty  and  cor- 
dial reccfition  by  the  citizens,  to  which  he  responded  hy  recip- 
rocal professions  of  interest  and  reirard.  Pie  had  for  several 
years  been  in  the  Coni['any's  service  as  Director  of  their  colony 
at  Curacoa,  and  was  distinLrnished  for  his  energy  and  bravery. 
Ilavini;  lost  a  Ic^  in  an  attack  on  the  Portii<j:u.ese  settlement  at 
St.  Martin's,  he  had  been  obli'jre*!  to  return  to  Euro{)e  for  sur- 
gical aid,  whence,  still  retniniuLr  his  former  commission,  he  was 
sent  to  the  charire  of  the  Province  of  New  Netherlands. 

2.  Immediately  on  his  accessic)n  he  oriranized  a  representative 
Council  of  nine  mcml.'Ois  from  a  list  of  eiL:hteen  ])resented  to 
him  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  ^^-tve  his  assent  to 


Peter  Stiiyvc-iant. — 
scntiitive  CounciJ. 


His  recoption,  antecedents,  ;uid  character. — Repre- 
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various  importaut  provisions  for  the  regulation  of  trade  and 
commerce.  B}'  a  conciliatory  and  just  treatment  of  the  huiians 
so  recently  in  revolt  he  speedily  gained  their  affection  ami  'j:tv>d- 
will,  and  by  his  judicious  measures  for  their  mutual  prolcctioii 
restored  peace  and  harmony  among  all  classes. 

3.  To  adjust  the  controversy  which  was  still  pending  between 
the  Dutch  and  English  governments  respecting  the  territory 
claimed  by  each  on  Long  Island  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  ("'<>n- 
necticut  liiver,  Governor  Stuyvesant  assented  to  the  appointment 
of  two  arbitrators  on  each  side,  who  assigned  to  New  EuLrland 
all  that  portion  of  Long  Island  comprising  the  present  Suifolk 
County,  and  all  that  portion  of  Connecticut  situate  ear^t  of  a 
specified  line  nowhere  less  than  ten  miles  east  of  the  I'dauritius 
or  Hudson  River.  The  Dutch  reuiaiuod  in  possession  of  their 
territory  at  Fort  Good  Hope, 

4.  The  terms  of  this  arrangement  were  very  unacce{^tab]e  to 
the  people  of  the  Manhattan  colony,  who  loudly  complaiuLHl  <>f 
the  Governor's  course,  accusing  him  of  partiality  to  the  Ki)Lr]i.>h 
interest  and  injustice  to  their  own.  They  demanded,  moreover, 
an  independent  municipal  government,  such  as  liad  been  bc  stow.d 
upon  the  neighboring  settlement  at  Brooklyn,  the  principal  pro- 
visions of  which  were  copied  from  those  of  the  cities  of  Holland. 

5.  On  the  4th  of  April,  1G52,  this  petition  was  acceiled  ^ 
to  by  the  Company,  and  a  burgher  government  estab- 
lished at  Manliattan,  consisting  of  a  fiscal  agent,  to  bo  ap!H.int<  d 
by  the  Company,  and  two  burgomasters  and  five  iuferi^T  Hi.su'is- 
trates  elected  by  the  people,  who  were  to  form  a  niuni(  ip;d 
court  of  justice,  subject  to  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Province. 

6.  Constant  intrigues,  in  the  mean  while,  were  in  pro- 

^  lG.»t. 

gress  between  the  New  Enirland  colonies  and  the  EuL^li^h 
settlers  on  Long  Island,  covertly  fostered  by  the  EnL'■!i^il  G«n'- 
ernment  under  Cromwell,  having  for  their  ultimate  object  the 
conquest  of  the  Dutch  province.    Stuyvesant  was  accused  of 

Tieguhitions  for  trade  and  eommeroo.  —  Trentincnt  of  tlio  liidiini-.  — 
Adjustinont  of  houndarits  hotwoon  llie  N<'W  En^^hind  and  I^utcii  »•< .r,i 
—  Dissatisfaction  of  the  peojile.  —  Establisliniont  of  l)urL"In  r  ^^awvu-.wvw.i 
at  >[anhattan  and  Urooklyn. —  Intrigues  of  the  t^ngUsh  fur  the  cuu.juot  of 
the  province. 
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having  plotted  with  the  Narragansett  Indians  for  the  destniction 
of  the  English.  This  charge  was  indignantly  denied,  and  was 
wholly  unsupported  by  proof ;  and  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts discountenanced  all  efforts  to  involve  the  two  colonies 
in  war.  Cromwell,  however,  was  induced  to  fit  out  an  expedi- 
tion against  New  Amsterdam,  when  the  restoration  of  peace  be- 
tween England  and  Holland  put  an  end,  for  the  time  being,  to 
all  farther  proceedings  in  this  direction. 

7.  Witk  a  view,  however,,  to  counteracting  the  growing  in- 
fluence of  the  English  settlers,  increased  municipal  powers  were 
bestowed  upon  the  several  corporations  on  Long  and  Manhat- 
tan Islands,  and  the  demands  of  the  inhabitants  for  a  more 
extended  participation  in  tlie  government  acceded  to  by  Stuyve- 
saut,  notwitlistanding  the  remonstrances  of  the  Company,  and 
even  in  ojjposition  to  his  own  judgment. 

8.  In  the  ensuing  vear  the  Governor,  under  the  direc- 
1655  ^  ' 

tion  of  the  Company,  reconquered  the  Swedish  forts  on 

the  Delaware  from  the  Swedes  who  had  captured  them,  and  the 

Dutch  Government  again  resumed  possession  of  the  territory, 

with  honorable  terms  to  the  inhabitants. 

9.  During  the  absence  of  the  troops  on  this  expedition  the 
slumbering  hostility  of  the  Indians  against  the  settlers  again 
broke  out.  A  woman  belonging  to  one  of  the  neighboring  tribes 
having,  a  few  years  previous,  been  detected  in  stealing,  was  shot 
by  one  of  the  inhal)itants  of  the  city ;  and  the  warriors  of  the 
tribe  availed  themselves  of  the  departure  of  the  troops  to  re- 
venge the  murder.  On  the  morning  of  the  loth  of  September 
two  thousand  armed  savages  landed  at  Fort  Amsterdam  before 
daybreak,  and  spread  themselves  over  the  town,  on  pretence  of 
searching  for  some  missing  Indians. 

10.  The  inhabitants,  however,  suspecting  their  object,  treated 
them  with  great  civility  and  succeeded  in  persuading  them  to 
leave  town  in  the  evening  and  cross  over  to  Governor's  Island. 
They  soon  returned  in  force,  shot  the  nuu-derer  of  the  W(^man 
and  tomahawked  another  citizen,  when  they  were  again  forced 
back  to  their  canoes  by  the  startled  inhabitants.  Crossing 
the  Hudson,  they  made  a  descent  upon  Pavonia  and  Hoboken, 


Extc'Tisiun  of  niunicipiil  jjowcrs.  —  Kcconf|ucst  of  the  Swedi&h  forts  oa 
the  Delaware.  —  Kciic-wul  of  Indian  hostilitieo. 
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slaughtering  men,  women,  and  children,  and  burning  houses, 
barns,  and  crops.  Thence  they  proceeded  to  Staten  Lsland, 
where  they  repeated  their  merciless  and  bloody  work.  (.)ne 
hundred  of  the  settlers  were  killed,  and  a  still  greater  number 
captured,  and  twenty-eight  forms  and  crops  were  laid  waste. 
The  Long  Island  settlements  were  next  thrgate^i^yj,nd  general 
consternation  prevailed.  ^  g  %^  /  \> 

11.  An  express  was  immediately  forwarded  to  the  Governor, 
who  at  onca  returned  to  the  city.  Instead,  however,  of  j)ro- 
ceeding  to  the  adoption  of  violent  measures  with  his  forniidai)le 
and  victorious  foes,  he  prudently  resorted  to  conciliatory  coun- 
sels, kind  words,  and  liberal  presents,  while  at  the  same  time 
displaying  the  utmost  energy  in  placing  the  city  on  a  ft-otiiiLT 
of  military  defence.  Pacified  by  his  gifts  and  overawed  by  his 
display  of  force,  the  Indians  soon  relinquished  their  prisoners 
and  entered  into  negotiations  for  peace. 

12.  AVith  the  restoration  of  peace,  both  at  home  and  ^^^^^^ 
abroad,  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  rapidly  and  steadily 
advanced.  The  population  of  New  Amsterdam  consisted  at 
this  |x;riod  of  about  one  thousand  inhabitants,  occupving  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dwelling-houses.  The  average  price  of 
the  l>est  city  lots  was  fifty  dollars,  and  the  average  yearly 
rent  of  the  best  houses  about  fourteen.  There  beiii'^  but  one 
public  school  in  the  city,  and  the  Governor  having  doi  linod 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  private  in^^titution.  a|ipln  a- 
tion  was  made  to  the  Company  for  a  Latin  teacher  ly  scv*  ntl 
of  the  burghers  who  were  desirous  of  giving  a  classical  ttliira- 
lion  to  their  children,  alleging  in  support  of  their  rcquot 
that  by  this  means  "  New  Amsterdam  might  finally  attain  to  an 
academy,  the  credit  of  which  would  redound  to  the  lu)n(>r  t^f  the 
Company."  The  request  was  complied  with,  and  a  ll<)ui  ishiiig 
Latin  school  established  by  Dr.  Alexander  Carolus  Curtins,  \\  ho 
was  soon  afterwards  succeeded  by  Dominic  .i]gidius  Luyck,  the 
private  family  tutor  of  Governor  Stuyvesant, 

13.  The  continued  encroaciiments  of  tiie  New  England 
colonies  and  the  lonix  ^"xnd  vexatious  controversies  resf>ect- 

Attack  upon  Pavonia,  Ilobokcn,  and  I.oncr  f^nd  Manhattan  I>I:ki'N. y 
Prudfiit  conduft  of  the  Governor.  —  Restoration  of  peaec.  —  Flouri -lini^ 
condition  of  tlie  colony. 
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ing  the  territorial  boundaries  fixed  by  conflicting  grants  of  the 
two  governments,  occupied  a  large  share  of  the  time  and  atten- 
tion of  the  Governor.  In  1G64  Charles  II.  of  England  granted 
by  letters  patent  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  all  the 
territory  from  the  Connecticut  River  to  the  shores  of  the  Dela- 
Tvare,  embracing  the  entire  possessions  held  by  the  Dutch.  The 
Duke  immediately  sent  an  English  squadron  under  the  com- 
tnand  of  Colonel  Kichard  Nicolls,  to  enforce  his  claim.  The 
fleet  anchored  in  the  bay  in  xVugust,  and  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  tlie  city  and  government, 

14.  Governor  Stuyvesant  peremptorily  refused  to  capitulate, 
and  for  several  weeks  resis-ted  the  popular  clamor  for  surrender. 
The  evident  weakness,  liowever,  of  tlie  fortifications,  and  the 
strength  of  the  dominant  English  faction,  finally  induced  him 
reluctantly  to  yield  ;  and  on  the  .3d  of  September,  1GG4-,  tho 
English  flag  was  hoisted  upon  the  public  buildings.  Early  in 
October  the  govcnmient  of  the  colony  was  transferred  to  Nicolls, 
and  the  names  of  New  Netherlands  and  New  Amsterdam  were 
changed  to  "  New  York,"  and  that  of  Fort  Orange  to  "Albany." 
Stuyvesant  himself,  after  a  brief  visit  to  Holland,  returned  to 
the  city  where  so  large  a  portion  of  bis  active  life  had  been  spent, 
took  possession  of  his  farm,  now  traversed  by  the  "  Bowery,"  and 
died  in  August,  1082.  His  remains  still  repose  in  the  vaults  of 
St.  Clark's  Church,  in  Tenth  Street. 

15.  Soon  after  the  surrender  of  the  colony  to  the  English,  all 
that  portion  of  New  Netherlands  now  constituting  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  was  conveyed  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  Lord  Berkeley 
and  Sir  George  Carteret,  and  a  separate  propnetary  government 
established.  The  settlements  on  the  Delaware  pertained  to  the 
New  York  colony  until  their  purchase  by  William  Penn  in  1G82, 
when  they  were  annexed  to  Pennsylvania;  and  Long  Island 
was  purchased  by  the  Duke  of  York,  in  disregard  of  the  claims 
of  the  Connecticut  colony,  and  became  annexed  to  New  York, 
where  it  has  since  remained.  Staten  Island  had  been  purchased 
by  the  Dutch  Couipauy  in  DIG  I  from  its  owners,  and  se^-eral 
small  settlements  on  that  territory  and  on  Long  Island  efiected. 

Controversies  rcspeetirv^'  l.otni<laries.  —  (  Jrant  of  patent  to  the  Diike  of 
York.  —  Arrival  of  an  Eniilish  Meor.'and  surren^ler  of  the  colony  to  Colonel 
Nicolls.  —  Death  of  Go\'err!or  v^tuyvcsant.  —  Transfer  of  New  Jersey,  -— 
'f'bc  Delaware  sottlenienrs.  —  Pureha^e  and  annexation  of  Long  Ishind. 
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EXGLISH  GOYERXMEXT  TO  THE  PEE  TOD  OF  THE 
FREXCII  AXD  IXDIAX  WAR. 


CHAPTER  I. 
Admimstratiox  of  Governors  Nicolls,  Lovelace,  and  Andhos. 

1.  Colonel  Xicolls,  soon  after  enterin'j^  upon  his 
official  duties  as  Governor,  remodelled  the  city  cliarter, 
chaniring  the  form  of  the  nnuiicipal  ^^overnnient  by  {tlariiiir  tho 
executive  power  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  aldernien,  and  ^hcn:}, 
to  lie  appointed  by  the  Governor.  The  mayoralty  was  cnkn  t  ti 
upon  Thomas  Willett,  one  of  the  first  Plymoutli  eitii„'r.iiit^. 
The  power  to  enact  laws  :ind  impose  taxes  was  retained  lu  loe 
hands  of  the  Governor  and  his  Council. 

Governor  iS'icolls.  —  New  city  charter. 


38 


THIRD  PERIOD. 


2.  The  titles  of  the  owners  of  property  throngliout  the  prov- 
ince under  the  Dutch  Government  were  formally  contirmed  by 
new  grants,  involving  a  heavy  burden  of  expense  upon  the  pro- 
prietors. This,  togetlier  with  the  increase  of  taxation  conse- 
quent upon  the  org:inization  of  a  new  government,  the  strength- 
ening and  repair  of  the  forts,  and  preparations  for  defence 
against  an  apprehended  invasion  from  Holland,  rendered  the 

new  administration  somewhat  unpopular;  and  in  1GG8, 
GdS-ernor  NicoUs  asked  for  and  obtained  his  recall.  Hav- 
ing engaged  in  a  subsequent  war  with  Holland,  he  was  killed 
in  a  naval  engagement  in  10  72. 

3.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  government  of  the  province  by 
Colonel  Francis  LovELArr..  wlioso  n.dmiuistr;if inri  i-^rovorl  oven 
liiore  unaccc])tiLiHtj  liiua  that  ui'  ins  prcdceessur.  To  the  re- 
monstrances of  the  peojjle  and  their  protest  against  taxation 
without  representation  he  turned  a  deaf  ear,  denouncing  their 
complaints  as  scandalous  and  seditious,  — .fit  only  to  be  burned 
by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  "  The  people,"  he  in- 
formed them,  "  should  have  liberty  for  no  thouglit  but  how  to 
pay  their  taxes." 

4.  War  havintr  been  declared  in  1672  bv  EnGfland. 
1672  ^  V  ^ 

against  Holland,  the  Dutch  promptly  availed  themselves 

of  the  opportunity  to  regain  tlieir  lost  possessions  in  America. 

A  squadron  of  five  ships  was  despatched  in  the  summer  of 

1G73  for  the  reconqucst  of  the  province  and  city  of. 

'  ■  New  York.  Lovelace,  without  making  any  suitable  prep- 
arations for  defence,  placed  the  fort  in  the  hands  of  Captain 
John  Manning,  and  proceeded  to  Albany  for  the  settlement  of 
some  Indian  difficulties  in  that  quarter. 

5.  On  rcceiviuLT  information  of  the  approach  of  the  fleet,  he 
returned  to  the  city,  and  set  about  vigorous  measures  fur  resist- 
ance, which,  however,  were  sjicedily  abandoned,  and  lie  again  left 
the  city.  On  the  21)th  of  July  tlie  S(]uadn)n  made  its  ajipear- 
ance  off  Sandy  Hook,  and  on  the  succeeding  day  anchored  at 
Staten  Island.  The  Covei  iKtr  was  again  sent  for,  and  Mannir.g 
hastily  niade  every  preparation  for  defence.     Not  i)eing  seconded 


Confirinjition  of  Dutch  titles.  —  lit'call  and  doutli  of  Xicoils. — Fr.mcis 
Lovelace.  —  Ills  .nrhitrury  measures.  —  War  hotween  l'.tii:land  and  lloiland. 
—  Ucspatcli  of  a  squadron  for  the  reeonquest  of  New  York. 
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in  these  efforts  by  the  inhabitants,  either  of  the  city  or  province, 
resistance  was  apparently  hopeless. 

6.  The  city  having  been  summoned  to  surrender  Irs-  the  offi- 
cers of  the  squadron,  a  heavy  cannonade  was  opened  a;^^ainst  the 
fort  without  being  returned  ;  and  Captain  Anthony  Colve,  with 
BIX  hundred  men,  soon  effected  a  landing,  and  ranged  themselves 
before  the  fort  preparatory  to  taking  possession  of  the  city. 
Manning  attempted  a  parley,  and  inefiectually  endeavored  to 
open  a  negotiation  with  the  commander ;  but  in  the  absence  of 
any  authority  for  definite  proposals,  he  was  compelled  to  sur- 
render the  fort,  with  permission  to  the  garrison  to  retire  with  the 
honors  of  war.  The  city  was  again  in  possession  of  the  Dutch 
Government  under  the  name  of  New  Orange  ;  several  of  t!n3 

.-.■..Idiers  "acio  seni  lo  ilollaiui  as  pri.-3'.<utr::  ;  i^i.  i  i,  ••.  ;.: 
returned  with  the  squadron  to  Europe,  leaving  Captain  Anthony 
Colve  in  command  of  the  province. 

7.  Manning  was  subsequently,  on  its  recovery,  tried  and  con- 
victed by  court-martial  for  cowardice  and  treachery,  and  adjuiiu^'d 
to  have  his  sword  broken  over  his  head  by  the  executioner  in  fViait 
of  the  City  Ilall,  and  to  be  incapacitated  from  thereal'ter  hulilim,' 
any  civil  or  military  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown.  Lovelace  was 
also  severely  reprimanded  by  the  English  Government,  and  his 
estate  confiscated.  There  seems  no  suthcicnt  evidence  a'_r:iii!st 
Manning  to  warrant  so  ignominious  a  punishment  ;  but  tiic  Ku:^'- 
lish  were  smarting  under  a  humiliating  defeat,  and  wore  ]it?le 
disposed  to  mete  out  strict  justice  to  those  who  in  any  way  had 
contributed  to  its  infliction. 

8.  During  the  brief  administration  of  Colve  the  city  and  its  de- 
fences were  strengthened  and  placed  upon  an  effective  milit,iry 
footing,  in  apprehension  of  an  effort  for  its  recapture  hy  tiie 
English.  The  claims  of  the  Dutch  to  the  entire  province  were 
reasserted  and  vigorously  maintained.  On  the  0th  of  February, 
1G7-1:,  however,  the  territory  was  restored  to  the  Eu^disli 

by  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  with  the  States-(Jeneral,  and 

in  November  subsequently  delivered  up  to  their  posiies^")n. 

A  new  patent  for  the  territory,  confirming  the  previous  gnust 

Inoflicioncy  of  Lovelace  and  ^ranninfr.  —  Koeaj)tarc  of  the  fify.  —  llo 
turu  of  Lovelace  to  Europe.  —  PruecedinLTS  aiz-ainst  .Manniii<x  and  l."V<  I:i'  v. 
—  Ad(uiui.>tratiou  of  Cob-e.  —  Keatorution  of  the  province  to  the  Lti;.ili'!i. 
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to  the  Duke  of  York,  was  issued,  and  Major  Edmund  Axdros 
appointed  Governor. 

9.  Thus  terminated,  at  the  close  of  half  a  century  from  its 
commencement,  the  government  of  the  Dutch  over  the  city  and 
province  built  up  chiefly  by  their  efforts  and  maintained  by 
their  care.  "Whatever  may  have  been  the  defects  of  their  ad- 
ministration of  its  internal  and  external  afiairs,  measured  by 
the  more  liberal  standard  of  subsequent  events,  the  social  and 
domestic  virtues  of  its  primitive  inhabitants,  their  indomita- 
ble patience  and  steady  perseverance  under  the  most  discourag- 
ing trials  and  sufferings,  and  their  strict  'honesty  and  integrity, 
simple  manners,  and  blameless  lives,  have  unquestionably  ex- 
erted a  powerful  inffuence  upon  the  character  and  civil  and 
political  institutions  of  tlie  State  which  they  founded. 

10.  Governor  Andros  pursued  in  his  government  the  same 
arbitrary  and  oppressive  course,  under  the  directions  of  the 
Duke,  as  had  characterized  tlie  administration  of  his  predeces- 
sors, —  repressing  every  etfort  on  the  part  of  the  people  for  a 
share  in  the  public  councils,  —  and  availing  himself  of  every 
pretext  for  the  increase  of  his  power.  He  attempted  tiie  exten- 
sion of  his  jurisdiction  to  the  Connecticut  Kiver  on  the  east, 
but,  finding  the  people  of  that  province  prepared  to  dispute 
his  claims  by  force,  abandoned  the  undertaking.  He  however 
succeeded  in  planting  a  settlement  and  establishing  a  fort  in 
Maine,  between  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec  Rivers,  and  in  add- 
ing to  his  territories  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket,  and  a 
small  tract  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill. 

11.  In  1080  ho  was  summoned  to  En^rland  to  answer 

1680 

charges  preferred  by  the  proprietors  of  the  New  Jersey 
Goveniment,  of  interference  with  their  privileges.  On  his  ac- 
quittal he  a'j:ain  returned,  with  renev\-ed  instructions  for  the 
continuance  of  his  oppressive  measures.  The  resistance  of  the 
people,  however,  and  the  counsels  of  the  celebrated  William  Penn, 
induced  the  Duke  to  modify  his  pretensions;  and  in  1G83 
Andrews  was  recalled,  and  Colonel  Thomas  Doxgan  ap- 
pointed as  his  successor,  with  instructions  to  convoke  a  popu- 
lar Assembly. 

General  chunicferistics  of  the  Dutch  Governnient.  — iVrhitrary  measures 
of  Andros.  —  Acer>-inti  of  territory.  —  Cliari:es  by  New  Jersey  proprietors, 
lleoall  of  Andros.  —  Thom;is  Dougan.  —  Coiiceibions  of  the  Duko. 
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CHAPTJEK  II. 
Admixistkatiox  of  TnoMAS  Dong  AN. 

1.  In"  accordance  with  his  instructions,  Governor  Don- 
GAX,  immediately  upon  his  arrival,  directed  the  call  of  a 
representative  Assembly,  which,  consisting  of  ten  councillors 
and  seventeen  representatives  chosen  by  the  people,  and  jirc- 
sided  over  by  himself,  convened  in  the  city  of  New  "i'ork,  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1683.  The  first  act  of  this  body  was  to 
frame  a  Charter  of  Liberties,  vesting  the  supreme  le«>rislative 
power  in  the  Go^-eraor,  Council,  and  j)Gople,  in  general  usi>t'ia- 
b!y,  conf<nTiTi'_'-  tho  ri  rli^:  of  suftVa-jo  on  the  freeholders  witiiout 
restraint,  and  estabiisning  trial  by  jury. 

2.  The  imposition  of  any  tax  without  consent  of  the  Assem- 
bly, the  quartering  of  soldiers  or  seamen,  on  the  inhabitants 
against  their  will,  the  declaration  of  martial  law,  or  the  ques- 
tioning of  any  person  professing  faith  in  God,  by  Jesus  Ciirist, 
for  any  differences  of  opinion  in  religious  matters,  were  pn»ii)i)~ 
ited.  Assemblies  were  directed  to  be  convened  at  least  trienni- 
ally,  and  the  delegates  were  apportioned  accordimr  to  j)opu!;t.ti*>n. 
for  which  purpose  the  province  was  divided  into  twelve  c<->nnties, 
with  twenty-one  representatives,  which  number  was  after\\ard3 
increased  to  twenty-seven. 

3.  The  Duke  of  York  havin^r  succeeded  to  the  luiir- 
lish  throne  nnder  the  title  of  James  11. ,  many  arbitrary 
exactions  were  again  imposed  upon  the  colony,  —  representa- 
tive governments  discouraged,  freedom  of  the  press  prohibited, 
and  a  general  feelin:.'  of  insecurity  induced.  Strong  ellbrts 
were  made  for  the  introduction  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reii_ri'>:i 
against  the  convictions  of  the  pe<-)ple.  All  the  offices  (»f  pivcni- 
ment,  including  the  hiirhest,  were  filled  by  (.'atliolies.  Ciovernvr 
Dongan  was  instructed  to  favor  tlie  introduction  of  ('arii"!:c 
priests  among  the  Iroquois  tribe  of  Indians  ;  but  appn  hcn  ive 
of  the  ambitious  designs  of  the  French  for  the  extension  «»f  tin  ir 
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fnfluonce  in  th's  quarter,  he  effectually  resisted  the  adoption  of 
this  policy.  These  tribes  continued  faithful  to  the  English  alli- 
ance, and  successfully  defended  themselves  against  the  invasions 
of  the  French. 

4.  Baring  the  past  twenty  years,  the  confederated  Iroquois 
tribes,  avaiiing  themselves  of  their, knowledge  of  the  use  of  fire- 
arms, acquired  from  their  intimacy  with  the  Dutch  colonists,  had 
renewed  their  hereditary  warfare  with  the  Hiirons,  defeated  and 
extirpated  the  Eries,  south  of  the  lake  of  that  name,  and  ob- 
tained a  complete  ascendency  over  all  the  hostile  tribes  from  the 
Kennebec  to  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers. 

5.  They  had,  moreover,  held  at  bay  the  French  forces  in 
Canada  ;  thrice  re-pclled  with  severe  loss  the  invasions  of  Cham- 
plain,  and  in  their  turn  attacked  the  tciritory  of  Xew  France. 
Though  defeated  and  repulsed  in  this  undertaking,  they  con- 
tinued their  hostilities  in  the  flice  of  the  utmost  power  of  the 
French  authorities,  —  disreg;\rding  all  efforts  at  conciliation, 
and  declining  the  mediation  even  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  with 
whom  they  were  on  the  most  friendly  terras,  —  until  they  had 
obtained  an  unquestiouud  su[jeriorityj  and  had  even  laid  siege  to 
Quebec. 

6.  The  English  colonies,  in  the  mean  time,  had  strengthened 
and  confirmed  their  alliance  with  the  tril}cs,  notwithstanding 
the  explicit  instructions  forwarded  from  the  home  government 
to  preserve  friendly  relations  with  the  French.  In  1G84  a  coun- 
cil of  chiefs  and  waniurs  met  the  govemoi-s  of  Xew  York  and 
Virginia  at  xVlbany,  where  the  pipe  of  peace  "  was  smoked, 
the  hatchet  permanently  l)uried,  and  the  chain  of  concord 
brightened  and  its  links  firmly  riveted.  The  arrival  of  a  mes- 
senger from  Do  la  Barre,  the  French  governor  of  Canada,  had 
only  the  effect  of  confiriaiiig  their  resolutions,  and  stimulating 
their  hostility  to  their  ancient  enemies. 

7.  De  la  P>aiTe,  inmieiliately  on  his  rctuni,  set  in  motion  a 
formidable  army  of  six  hundred  French  soIdiei"s,  four  hundred 
Indians,  and  seven  hundred  Canadians,  with  the  view  of  attack- 
ing the  Enudish  furt  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  ; 

Adhesion  of  the  Inxjuois  to  the  lOiiiilish,  and  rc-istance  to  t!ie  Fi>'ncli. — 
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but,  after  crossing  the  lake  and  disembarking  his  troops,  ho 
found  himself  compelled  by  the  unhealthincss  of  the  season 
and  his  fruitless  efforts  to  encounter  his  foes  to  oficr  terms  of 
peace,  which  were  haughtily  accepted,  and  he  was  allowed  to 
depart,  leaving  his  allies  at  the  mercy  of  their  implacable  ene- 
mies. 

8.  He  was  succeeded  in  his  command  in  the  ensuing  year  by 
Denonville,  with  a  reinforcement  of  French  troops.  The  at- 
tempt to  establish  a  fort  at  Niagixra  was  resisted  by  Govenior 
Dongan,  who  claimed  the  entire  territory  south  of  the  Great 
Lakes  as  belonging  to  England,  and  was  rendered  futile  by  the 
active  and  watchful  hostility  of  the  confederated  tribes, 

9.  In  1G87,  Lamberville,  the  missionary  to  the  Onon- 
dairas,  v/as  oinplm-od  bv  tbo  Fr"~-n(^]i  to  docov  tlv:  Ti-'-h .'s 
ciiiefs  into  Fort  Ontario,  where  they  were  arrested,  put  m  n-ons. 
Bent  to  Quebec,  and  from  thence  to  Europe,  and  chained  to  the 
oars  in  the  galleys  at  Marseilles.  Lamberville,  as  the  uncon- 
scious instrument  of  this  treachery,  was  protected  by  the  chiefs 
of  the  tribe  from  the  vengeance  of  the  warriors. 

10.  In  the  mean  time  the  Seneca  country  was  overrun  l>v 
the  French  troops  without  serious  resistance,  and  a  fort  erected 
at  Niagara.  The  Senecas  and  the  Onondagas  in  their  tuni 
made  a  descent  upon  the  fort ;  and  peace  was  finally  pro{>osed, 
through  the  mediation  of  Dongan,  on  condition  of  the  ran- 
som of  the  French  prisoners,  the  restoration  of  the  spoils  taken 
from  the  Senecas,  and  the  destruction  of  the  fort.  These  proj>- 
ositions  having  been  rejected,  the  Iroquois  flew  to  arms,  and 
twelve  hundred  warriors  immediately  started  for  Montreal. 
This  display  of  energy-  on  the  part  of  the  tribes  securtnl  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  terms  proposed,  and  the  abandonment  by  tho 
French  of  the  entire  region  south  of  the  Great  Lakes, 

11.  Governor  Doniran,  in  the  mean  time,  having  be- 
come  obnoxious  to  the  English  monarch  by  his  undis- 
guised efforts  in  favor  of  tlie  Protestant  interests  of  the  prov- 
ince against  the  intolerant  policy  of  tlie  King,  was  recalled,  and 
FiJAXcis  XiciioLsoN,  the  do[>uty  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  wh') 
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had  been  commissioned  as  Governor  both  of  New  England  and 
of  New  York,  assumed,  in  August,  1688,  the  temporary  charge 
of  the  government. 

12.  Intelliprcnce  was,  however,  soon  received  of  the 
1683.  . 

abdication  of  James  II.  and  the  succession  to  the  Eng- 
lish throne  of  Wilham  and  Marv,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Orange.  Under  these  circumstances  the  authority  of  Nicholson 
as  the  representative  of  the  deposed  king  was  questioned  by  a 
large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  province ;  and 
the  respective  adherents  of  the  late  and  present  sovereigns, 
stimulated  by  their  religious  dissensions  and  their  political 
views,  ranged  themselves  into  parties  known  as  democratic  and 
aristocratic, 

13.  On  tlio  one  hand  it  was  contended  that  the  change  of 
government  in  England  in  no  respect  aftected  the  existing  con- 
dition of  affiiirs  in  the  province,  and  that  the  commission  to 
Andros  by  James,  and  the  delegation  of  his  power  to  Nicholson, 
remained  unrevoked,  and  in  full  force,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
new  monarchs  should  be  known.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
maintained  that  the  entire  government,  including  that  of  the 
colonies,  was  overthrown  by  the  revolution ;  and  that,  as  no  in- 
dividual was  invested  with  authority  in  the  province,  the  power 
reverted  to  the  people,  who  might  designate  the  proper  persons 
for  its  exercise  until  the  will  of  the  sovereigns  should  be  ex- 
pressed. 

14.  Among  the  principal  adherents  to  the  former  of  these 
views  were  the  Governor  himself  and  most  of  the  wealthy  and 
aristocratic  of  the  citizens,  including  Van  Ccrtlandt,  the  Mayor, 
Nicholas  Bayard,  commander  of  the  city  militia,  Frederick 
Philipse  and  others  of  tlie  municipal  authorities,  and  members 
of  the  Council  ;  while  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  including 
the  officers  and  mcml)crs  of  the  five  train-bands,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  I>;ivard,  were  enthusiastic  advocates  of 
democratic  opinions.  These  views  were  also  countenanced  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Long  Island,  who  deposed  their  magistrates, 
chose  others  in  their  stead,  and  despatched  a  large  body  of 
militia  to  New  York  to  s^.i/.o  the  fort. 
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15.  The  popular  party  -was  headed  by  Jacob  Leisler,  senior 
captain  of  the  city  train-bands,  and  one  of  the  oldest  and 
wealthiest  of  the  inhabitants,  a  zealous  opponent  of  the  Catholic 
faith,  and  a  man  of  great  energy  and  determination  of  charac- 
ter. At  first  he  declined  countenancing  the  attempt  to  gain 
possession  of  the  fort,  wheje  the  public  funds  were  deposited ; 
but  this  enterprise  having  beei^i  achieved  without  resistance,  he 
repaired  thither  with  forty-seven  men,  and  was  cordially  wel- 
comed by  the  citizens  as  their  leader.  Nicholson  in  the  mean 
while  had  returned  to  England, 


CHAPTER  III. 

Administration  of  Jacob  Leisler  and  Governors  Slougiiter 
AND  Fletcher, 

1.  Leisler,  on  entering  upon  his  assumed  powers  as  cap- 
tain of  the  fort  in  behalf  of  the  new  sovereigns,  proceed- 
ed at  once  to  strengthen  its  defences  by  the  erection  of  a  battery 
of  six  guns  beyond  its  walls.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  pub- 
lic park  since  known  as  the  "Battery."  In  the  absence  of  the 
Governor,  a  Committee  of  Safety,  chosen  by  the  citizens,  in- 
rested  Leisler  with  the  command  of  the  city  and  province,  while 
the  Mayor  and  other  official  dignitaries  retired  to  Ali)auv. 

2.  In  November,  Milborne,  the  son-ih-law  and  private  secre- 
tary of  the  new  commander,  was  despatched  to  Alltany  witli  an 
armed  force,  to  secure  the  recognition  of  his  authority  in  ti»e 
northern  provinces,  as  well  as  to  protect  them,  in  the  evcnr  of 
such  recognition,  from  the  threatened  assaults  of  the  Inili.ms  in 
their  neighborhood.  This  enterprise  was,  however,  fruit j.  ^s,  a.s 
these  provinces  declined  to  sanction  his  usurpation  of  })o\ver. 

3.  A  despatch  from  the  Prince  of  OranQ:e  was  received  in 
December,  at  the  fort,  directed  to  the  late  (jovernor,  or,  ui  his 
absence,  to  such  person  as  mi--ht  be  in  charge  of  the  govenunon*, 
empowering  him  to  take  tlie  cliief  command  of  the  jiroviiu  e. 
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Under  this  authority  Lcisler  proceeded  to  the  formal  organiza- 
tion of  the  executive  department,  dissolved  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  appointed  a  council  of  advisers,  and  assumed  the  entire 
civil  and  military  command  of  the  city  and  province. 

4.  In  Fehruary,  1G90,  durini^  the  war  between  the 
English  and  the  F rench,  known  in  history  as  "  King 

^Yilliain's  War,"  a  party  of  some  three  hundred  French  and 
Indians  attacked  and  burned  the  city  of  Schenectady  on  the 
Mohawk,  killed  sixty  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  aroused  at 
midnight  from  their  slumbers,  and  took  thirty  prisoners.  The 
imminence  of  the  peril  from  these  deadly  onslaughts  of  their 
savage  enemies  induced  the  speedy  recognition^  by  the  northern 
provinces,  of  the  authority  of  Leisler,  who  with  their  assistance 
engaged  with  great  vigor  in  the  expeditious  against  the  French 
and  Indians.  He  organized  and  fitted  out  the  fii*«t  man-of-war 
fleet  ever  despatched  from  the  port  of  New  York,  and  actively 
co-operated  with  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut in  an  unsuccessful  effort  for  the  reduction  of  Montreal  and 
Quebec. 

5.  At  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  rear  Rich- 
1691.  " 

ard  Ingoldsby  arrived  from  England  with  intelligence  of 

the  appointment  of  Colonel  Hf:xry  Slougiiter  as  Governor,  and, 
without  producing  any  credentials  of  authority,  demanded  the 
surrender  of  the  fort,  which  was  refused  by  Leisler,  who,  how- 
ever, expressed  liis  readiness  to  yield  the  government  to  Sloughter 
on  his  arrival.  This  event  occurred  in  ]\Iarch,  and  Leisler  im- 
mediately sent  messenLrers  to  ium  for  orders.  Those  messcngora 
were  detained,  and  Ingoldsby  was  despatched  to  the  fort  with 
verbal  directions  for  its  surrender,  which  at  first  were  disre- 
garded, but  on  the  succeeding  day  complied  with  by  Leisler, 
who,  with  Milhorne  and  others,  were  immediately  aiTcsted,  and 
imprisoned,  and  tlie  two  former  tried,  convicted,  and  condemned 
to  sutler  death  under  a  cliarLro  of  treason. 

G.  Governor  Sloughter  long,  hesitated  to  enf(~»rce  this  sentence 
by  issuing  his  warnmt  U)T  its  execution,  chiefly  on  the  ground 
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of  its  manifest  injustice,  and  the  absence  of  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial.  "When,  however,  all  attempts  to  procure  his  si;j:naturc 
had  proved  fruitless,  the  enemies  of  Leisler  and  Mill)orne  took 
advantage  of  a  feast  to  which  the  Governor  was  invited  in  May, 
to  obtain  his  consent  when  under  the  influence  of  wine,  and 
before  his  recovery  from_ intoxication  the  prisoners  were  exe- 
cuted. 

7.  In  June  the'  treaties  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  province  were  renewed  at  a  council  held  with  the 
ciiiefs  of  the  confederated  tribes  at  Albany  ;  a  popular  x\.s.scml)ly 
was  convened  by  the  Governor,  and  a  liberal  constitution  formed 
under  his  sanction  and  approval.  On  the  2d  of  August,  the  life 
and  administnition  of  Sloughter  were  ignominiously  brought 
t')  a  sudden  close  by  a  severe  attack  of  liiness  induced  by  ui- 
t  em  pe  ranee. 

8.  He  was  succeeded  by  Bexjamix  Fletcher,  a  man 
of  moderate  abibties,  strong  passions,  and.  aristocratic 
tendencies,  averse  to  religious  toleration,  and  opposed  to  all 
popular  concessions.  He,  however,  prudently  listened  to  tlie 
counsels  of  Major  Schuyler,  of  Albuuy,  in  reference  to  Ins  treat- 
ment of  the  Indian  difficulties  ;  and  \uider  the  leadership  of 
that  gallant  and  intrepid  officer  the  English  and  their  faithful 
allies  of  the  Five  Nations  signally  defeated  tlie  French  m  the 
vicinity  of  Lake  Champlain  and  drove  them  beyond  the  iSt. 
Lawrence. 

9.  In  U')03  the  first  printing-press  was  estaldishcd  in 
tlie  city  by  William  Bradford  of  Philadelphia,  who  was 
employed  by  the  city  government  to  print  the  corporatiou'laws. 
A  few  years  subsequently,  as  will  hereafter  be  seen,  he  estalv- 
lished  the  pioneer  newspaper  of  the  city,  an  enterprise  ^\hich 
proved  eminently  successfid. 

10.  Governor  Fletcher  next  addressed  himself  to  a  vigorous 
effort  for  the  introduction  into  the  province  and  city  of  the  Eni:- 
lish  Church  and  the  English  languaLCC.  Strange  as  it  may  seem, 
the  majority  of  the  inliabitants  still  spolvc  the  Dutch  laii-ua-?, 

Triiil  and  execution.  —  Treaties  with  the  Iroquois.  —  Formation  of  a  IiH- 
<Tal  con.stitution.  —  Death  of  Slou-httT.  —  Aeeession  of  Bciijaniiu  Vn  u  \v  t. 
—  Defeat  of  tlie  French.  —  William  Bradford  establi^iies  tlic  tir.-t  j  rmsui-- 
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and  regarded  the  Dutch  Church  as  the  estabUshed  Church  of  the 
province.  They  were  accordingly  naturally  averse  to  any  change 
in  these  respects. 

11.  The  Governor,  however,  succeeded  in  procuring  from  the 
Assembly,  in  September,  1693,  an  act,  the  provisions  of  which, 
though  admitting  of  a  more  liberal  construction,  were  inter- 
preted by  him  as  authority  for  the  recognition  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  instead  of  the  Dutch  Church  as  the  establishment. 
Under  this  act  Trinity  Church  was  erected  and  organized  in 
1696,  and  opened  for  worship  in  February  of  the  ensuing  year. 

12.  In  June,  1696,  Count  Frontenac,  then  Governor- 

1696 

General  of  Canada,  assembled  an  army  near  jNIontreal  for 
an  expedition  against  the  Iroquois,  whose  animosity  against  the 
French  had  been  uniformly  displayed  since  the  earliest  settlement 
of  the  province.  His  army  was  composed  of  the  regular  troops 
and  such  of  the  Indian  tribes  as  were  allies  of  the  French  and 
hereditary  enemies  of  the  Iroquois.  With  these  forces  he  as- 
cended the  St.  Lawrence,  coasted  the  eastern  waters  of  Lake 
Ontario,  ascended  the  Oswego  Iliver,  and  encamped  upon  the 
borders  of  Onondaga  Lake,  whence  he  penetrated  into  the  wil- 
derness in  search  of  his  enemfcs. 

13.  Finding  their  principal  village  deserted,  and  discovering 
no  trace  of  their  footsteps,  he  retraced  his  march,  only  to  find 
that  his  path  had  been  waylaid  by  his  subtle  foes,  who  continued 

to  harass  his  progress  until  he  had  finally  crossed  their 
territories.    In  the  following  year  the  war  between  Eng- 
land and  France  was  terminated  by  the  y)eace  of  Ryswick. 

14.  At  about  this  period  an  organized  system  of  privateering 
on  the  high  seas  between  Europe  and  America  prevailed  exten- 
sively, and  was  even  believed  to  be  connived  at  and  encouraged 
by  the  European  governments  for  the  annoyance  of  the  com- 
merce of  their  enemies.  The  American  coasts  suffered  severely 
from  these  depre(lati(Mis,  which  soon  assumed  the  form  of  piracy 
with  all  its  attendant  horroi-s.  The  merchant-vessels  of  New 
York  were  destroyed  within  si-jht  of  the  harbor  itself,  and  si  ips 
were  boldly  seized  wliile  lying  at  anchor  near  the  wharves. 
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15.  Repeated  and  pressing  complaints  were  made  to  the  pro- 
vincial and  numicipal  authorities,  and  the  suppression  of  tliis 
iniquitous  traffic  'J\'as  loudly  demanded.  But  the  provincial  and 
municipal  authorities  were  themselves  suspected  of  participating 
directiv  or  indin.ctly  in  the  profits  of  these  buccaneering  e.\po(h- 
tions ;  and  among  others  the  Governor  himself  was  seriously 
implicated.  The  English  Government  found  itself  compelled  to 
resort  to  vigorous  measures  for  the  suppression  of  these  flagrant 
abuses;  and  in  1G95  Fletcher  was  recalled,  and  Earl  Bclla- 
mont,  an  Irish  peer,.  appointe<l  in  his  stead,  with  instructions  to 
rid  the  seas  of  their  piratical  occupants. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

EaBL  of  BELLAifOXT,  LoRD   CoRNRUKY,  AND  LlEUTEN-ANT-GoVERNOR 

IXGOLDSBY. 

1.  It  was  not  until  1G08,  that  the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  ^^^^ 
who  was  also  subsequently  commissioned  as  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  distinguished  for  capacity  and  integrity, 
assumed  his  position  as  the  successor  of  Fletclier.  A  stock 
company  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  was  organized  in  Eng- 
land under  the  direct  patronage  of  the  King  and  many  »>f  the 
nobility,  and  an  armed  vessel  fitted  out  for  this  purjxtse  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  the  celebrated  Captain  William 
Kjdd,  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  successful  ship-masters  of 
New  York. 

2.  This  vessel,  in  April,  1G9G,  sailed  from  Plymouth,  England, 
and,  after  recruiting  at  Xew  York,  proceeded  on  its  coiu'se  to 
the  East  Indies  and  Africa.  The  commander,  however,  finding 
his  crew  favorable  to  such  an  enterprise,  abandoning  his  (origi- 
nal undertaking,  entered  upon  a  bold  and  daring  career  of  piracy 
along  the  coasts  of  Malabar  and  ^ladagascar,  returning  to  Xew 
York  in  1G9S  with  an  immense  booty,  large  portions  of  which 
were  concealed  on  the  eastern  shores  of  Long  Island. 

3.  He  then  proceeded  openly  to  Boston,  where  he  was 

Fletcher  rccallofl.  —  Appoiutrncnt  of  Earl  Bellamont.  —  Earl  of  Rclla- 
naout.  —  Captain  Kidd. 
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arrested,  by  the  orders  of  the  Governor,  on  a  charge  of  piracy 
and  murder,  and  transported  to  England  for  trial,  convicted  and 
executed  in  1701.  His  treasm-es,  so  f;T,r  as  discovered,  were 
secured  by  Bellamont,  who  was  himself  suspected,  although  with- 
out apparent  cause,  of  a  secret  participation  in  his  nefarious 
enterprises. 

4.  Lord  Bellamont  on  his  aiTival  attached  himself  at 
once  to  the  democratic  or  Leislerian  party,  with  whom  he 
was  a  gi'eat  favorite,  having-  interested  himself  in  England  in 
the  reversal  of  the  attainder  against  Leisler.  ,  On  the  18th  of 
May,  1G99,  a  new  Assembly  was  convened,  strongly  democratic 
in  its  composition,  which,  after  receiving  assurances  of  his  fa- 
Yorable  disposition,  voted  him  a  revenue  for  six  vears,  and  r)as!=:ed 
vij     •;  :  .  •;.  .-r.  .^.-^lou  of  pir..  _  .  .iiid  lor  a  general 

indemnity  to  State  ofrbudcrs.  Under  the  latter  act  the  fami- 
lies of  Leisler  and  Milborne  were  reinstated  in  their  possessions. 
Their  remains  were  also  disinterred  with  .great  ceremony  and 
deposited  in  the  Dutch  church  in  Oarden  Street,  attended  by  an 
immense  concourse  of  people,  including  the  Governor  himself. 

5.  On  the  death  of  Bellamont.  which  occurred  soon  after, 
Lieutenant-Governor  Xanfan  tem[)orarily  succeeded  to  his  au- 
thority. Colonel  Bayard,  the  inveterate  enemy  and  persecutor 
of  Leisler,  and  the  author  of  the  act  under  which  he  was  con- 
demned and  executed,  was  himself  arrested,  tried,  and  convicted 
for  a  similar  otFence  in  vilifying  the  administration  of  Nanfan, 
inciting  the  soldiers  to  rebellion,  and  other  treasonal)le  acts.  He, 
with  John  Hutch  ins,  anotiier  oll'onder,  was  sentenced  to  death, 
but  reprieved  by  the  Governor  until  the  King's  pleasure  should 
be  known.  On  the  arrival  of  Cornbury,  however,  the  newly 
appointed  Governor,  he  was  released,  the  Leislerian  party  dis- 
couDtenanced,  and  their  opponents  taken  into  favor. 

G.  Edward  Hvdf..  subsenuontlv  created  Lord  CoRX- 
1 702  " 

BURY,  assumed  in  May,  1702,  the  duties  of  Governor  of 

tlie  conil;»ined  provinces  of  Xew  York  and  New  .Jersey,  the  lat- 
ter having  been  added  to  his  jurisdiction  by  surrender  of  the 
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patent  of  the  proprietors.  A  revenue  of  seven  years  was  voted 
hi:.n,  his  saiary  doubled,  and  the  expenses  of  his  voyap:e  re- 
imbursed by  the  Assembly,  which  was  devoted  to  his  interests. 
A  public  dinner  was  given  him,  and  the  freedom  of  tiic  city 
formally  bestowed  in  a  gold  box.  The  members  of  his  suite,  the 
soldiers  of  the  garrison,  and  all  citizens  unable  to  purchase  their 
freedom,  were  also  made  freemen,  with  the  rights  of  sullrage,  of 
trade,  and  of  holding  office. 

7.  The  corporation  of  the  city,  having  resolved  upon  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  grammar-school,  in  the  absence  of  any  suit- 
ably qualified  teacher  in  New  York  directed  a  petition  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  entreating  him  to  for- 
ward them  a  native-born  Enirlish  teacher,  of  i;ood  learn inir, 

p.V-ls  iiio  iiUu  col iV'or.'saLiull,  uhci  good  Lciii[;fi.      i^'.i.i  V  ..  .  .-, 

influence  in  the  matter  was  urgently  but  ineffectually  rc(iue,>tcd. 
It  was  not  until  1 705  that  the  school  was  finally  establislied 
and  Andrew  Clarice  appointed,  master. 

8.  The  administration  of  Lord  Cornbury  was  chiefly  distin- 
guished for  its  intolerance,  licentiousness,  dishonesty,  and  mis- 
rule, lie  engaged,  in  direct  oppo':;ition  to  his  instructions  from 
the  Queen,  in  a  systematic  persecution  of  all  religious  denomi- 
nations dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England,  plundered 
the  public  treasury,  involved  himself  in  private  debts,  and 
oj)posed  every  efiort  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  o(  tiio 
people  for  the  security  of  tlieir  rights  and  tlie  growth  of  free 
institutions.     He  was  finallv,  in  1708,  recalled,  tbrouL'li 

the  pressure  of  popular  sentiment,  and  east  into  prison  by 
his  creditors,  where  he  remained  until  released  by  the  accession 
of  his  peerage,  on  the  death  of  his  father.  John  Lord  Lovdaco 
was  appointed  his  successor,  but  retained  the  office  a  little  more 
than  a  year,  when  he  died,  leaving  the  govenunent  in  the  haud.i 
of  Lieutenant-Governor  Imroldsby. 

9.  In  1709,  daring  (.)ueen  Anne's  War,  a  militarv  and 

'  1703. 

naval  force  of  eighteen  hundred  men  was  fitted  out  in 

the  combined  colonies  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  to  proce  ovl 

against  Montreal  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain.    The  expedit:«'!i 
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was,  however,  after  proceeding  as  far  as  Wood  Creek,  aban- 
doned, in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  efiective  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  England,  and  mismanagement  on  that  of  lu- 
goldsby,  who  was  accordingly  removed.  In  1711  an- 
other expedition  of  fom*  thousand  men  was  organized 
in  these  two  provinces,  in  conjunction  with  Connecticut,  to  co- 
operate with  an  English  Heet  under  the  command  of  Sir  Hoven- 
den  "Walker  in  an  attack  upon  Canada,  which  also  proved  a 
failure,  entailing  upon  the  provinces,  however,  a  heavy  burden 
of  debt,  and  seriously  embarrassing  their  resources  for  several 
years.  -  ^ 


CHAPTER  V, 
Robert  IIuxTER,  Williaji  Buknet,  and  Johx  Montgomerie. 

1.  Early  in  the  summer  of  1710  Robert  Hunter  arrived 
in  the  province  with  a  commission  as  Governor,  bringinsr 

1710  '  o  o 

over  with  him  three  thousand  Germans,  natives  of  the 
Palatinate,  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  persecution  of  Louis 
XIV.  of  France.  Several  of  their  number  took  up  their  abode 
in  New  York  City,  where  they  erected  a  Lutheran  church ; 
others  settled  upon  Livingston's  Manor  on  the  Hudson,  on  the 
tract  now  known  as  the  (German  Flatts  ;  but  the  greater  part 
found  permanent  homes  in  Pennsylvania,  where  their  descend- 
ants still  reside. 

2.  The  new  Governor  was  a  man  of  superior  abilities  and  ex- 
cellent character  ;  but,  conceiving  himself  bound  by  his  instruc- 
tions to  support  the  claims  of  the  Crown,  and  repress  the 
growing  spirit  of  insubordination  in  the  province,  he  at  once 
attached  himself  to  the  aristocratic  party,  and  strengthened  its 
influence  by  every  means  in  his  power.  His  Council  was  selected 
from  the  ablest,  wealthiest,  and  most  influential  men  of  the 
colony.  He  secured  tlie  warm  support  of  Lewis  ^lorris,  one  of 
the  greatest  landholders  in  the  combined  provinces  of  Ne"7 
York  and  New  Jersey,  the  son  of  Richard  Morris,  an  officer  in 

Expeditions  airainst  Canada.  —  Arrival  of  Governor  lliintor.  —  rierman 
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Croniwell'a  armj/,  v/ho  had  emigrated  to  America  and  pur- 
chased a  manor  ten  miles  square,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Har- 
lem, to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  MoiTisania,  and  where  his 
Bon  now  resided. 

3.  The  unsuv:cessfiil  expedition  for  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  in  which  the  Governor,  with  the  sanction  of 

bis  Council  and  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  entered  with  jcrreat 
zeal  and  enthusiasm,  produced  a  discouraging  effect  upon  his  sub- 
sequent measures,  and  seriously  impaired  his  inlluence  with  the 
people.  His  rcqviest  for  a  permanent  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  government  was  met  by  a  decided  and  persistent 
refusal  of  the  Assembly,  which  could  only  be  prevailed  upon  to 
furnish  supplies  for  a  single  year.  The  Indian  tribes  liad  be- 
came distrustful  and  unreliable  ;  and  a  rumored  insiu-rcction  cf 
the  negroes  had  created  a  riotous  panic  in  tlie  city,  resulting  in 
the  firing  of  several  buildings,  the  death  of  many  white  citizens, 
and  the  arrest  and  execution  of  nineteen  of  the  negrues. 

4.  The  war  between  England  and  France  having  been 

,  1715. 
tenninated  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  contest  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  the  Assembly  on  the  question  of  sup- 
plies was  again  renewed,  and  after  a  protracted  struggle  a  gov- 
ernment revenue  was  secured,  independent  of  the  peijple,  f<»r 
the  term  of  three  years.    A  Court  of  Chancery  was  (•stal)li.^hcd 
and  confirmed.    Lewis  Morris  was  appointed  Chief-Justice  of  the 
province,  and  taxes  on  British  imports  and  tonnage  duties  <«n  for- 
eign vessels  were  imposed.    In  1711)  f^iiling  health  com- 
])elled  the  Governor  to  return  to  Englan<l,  leaving  the 
government  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Schuyler,  the  eldest  mem- 
ber of  the  Council. 

5.  During  the  brief  period  which  elapsed  before  the  ^.^^ 
arrival  of  Governor  Hunter's  successor  the  affairs  of  the 
province  were  successfully  administered  by  Schuyler,  whose  lontr 
familiarity  with  ])uldic  affairs,  and  especially  the  hi"j:h  regard  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  Indian  tribes,  enabled  him  to  carry 
on  the  government  to  the  general  acce}>tati()n  of  the  people. 

Expedition  aLraiiist  CiUKula.  —  Ktiltt  of  its  fUllur''.  —  C'orUf^t  ItiMM-tn 
tlie  Governor  and  the  A?sciul)ly.  —  Court  of  Clumccry.  —  (-'liii  t  Ju-"'  <' 
Taxes  on  iii»ports  and  tonnage  duties.  —  Keturn  of  Governor  iiui.ttr  to 
Kngland.  —  Peter  Sehu\  ler. 
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He  succeeded  in  completely  restoring  the  relations  of  amity  and 
concord  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  English,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  seriously  interrupted. 

6.  William  Burnet,  son  of  the  celebrated  Bishop  Burnet  of 
England,  arrived  on  the  17th  of  September,  1720,  as  Governor 
of  the  two  provinces,  and  immediately  entered  upon  his  duties. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  talents,  popular  in  his  manners,  and  frank 
and  upright  in  all  his  dealings.  The  Assembly  convened  five 
years  previously  was  retained  in  office,  and  signalized  his  ac- 
cession and  complaisance  by  voting  him  a  revenue  for  the  ensu- 
ing five  years.  He  took  into  his  coiuisels,  such 'men  as  Lewis 
Morris,  Cadwalladcr  Golden,  Peter  Schuyler,  Gerardus  Beekman, 
Abraham  De  Peyster,  and  William  Smith,  through  whose  influ- 
ence he  succeeded  in  gaining,  and  fur  a  considerable  period  re- 
taining, the  public  coniidence. 

7.  To  counteract  the  eilVirts  which  the  French  were 

1722 

secretly  making  through  their  agents  —  the  Jesuits,  mis- 
sionaries, and  others — to  secure  a  monopoly  of  the  Indian  trade 
along  the  northern  and  western  frontiers.  Governor  Burnet,  in 
1722,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Assembly,  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  a  trading-post  at  Oswego,  with  the  design  of  following  it 
up  with  a  line  of  similar  posts  extending  from  the  great  north- 
ern lakes  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  A  convention  of 
deputies  from  the  several  provinces  assembled  at  xVlbau}',  and 
forwarded  to  the  King  a  memorial  strongly  urging  the  adoption 
of  this  policy,  which,  however,  failed  to  receive  the  royal  assent, 
and  was  reluctantly  abandoned. 

^^^^  8.  A  poweiful  opposition  had  in  the  mean  time  spnmg 
up  against  his  administration,  originating  in  the  disaf- 
fection of  a  large  party  of  mereliants  and  others  interested  in 
the  French  trading  policy  ;  and  the  Assembly,  imbued  with  this 
spirit,  had  withdrawn  its  contidence  from  its  former  favorite, 
j^^^  and  refused  the  renewal  of  supplies  except  for  a  period  of 
three  years.    Tlie  Governor  in  1727  dissolved  this  body; 
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hut  its  successor  proved  still  more  unyielding  and  refrac- 
tory, and  wa:5  b\  its  turn  dissolved.  Through  the  influence  of 
his  pei'severing  enemies  Burnet  was  transferred,  on  the  accession 
of  George  II.,  to  the  government  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  law 
prohibiting  the  French  trade  repealed. 

9.  During  this  administration  the  first  public  newspa- 
per was  established  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by  William 
Bradford,  the  government  printer,  under  the  title  of  the  Xew 
York  Gazette.    It  ^as  published- weekly,  at  first  on  a  half-sheet, 
increased  during  the  following  year  to  four  pages. 

10.  The  successor  of  Governor  Burnet,  John  Mont- 
gomerie,  entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  15th  of  April, 

1728,  as  G(.»vcrnor  and  Chancellor  of  Xew  York  and  Xew  Jcrsov, 
He  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  citizens,  presented  with  tiio 
freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box,  and  by  the  xVssembly  with  a 
revenue  for  five  years.  The  principal  event  of  his  brief  ad- 
ministration was  the  grant,  in  1730,  of  a  tiew  city  charter. 
He  died  on  the  1st  of  July,  1731,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rip 
\an  Dam,  the  eldest  member  of  the  Conned,  who  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  office  for  thirteen  months,  when  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Cosby,  the  new  Governor,  arrived. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Admixistratjon'  of  Governor  Cosby.  —  Trial  of  Zen'Cer. 

1.  Co-nv's  administration  was  tumidtuons,  despotic,  ^.^^ 
and  exceedingly  olnioxious  to  the  people.  His  arbitrary 
and  avaricious  d!sj)osition  kept  him  in  continual  collision  with 
the  various  fictions  into  which  the  city  and  province  were 
divided  ;  and  liis  arrival  at  a  period  when  liberal  principles  were 
rapidly  attaining  a  decided  ascendency,  througli  tlie  agency  of 
the  press  and  public  discussion,  plunged  liini  at  once  into  the 
Vortex  of  popular  dissension,  and  prepared  the  way  for  tlwsc 
dc-cisive  events  which  culminated  in  the  American  Revolution. 
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2.  His  first  act  was  the  production  of  a  royal  order 
directing  an  equal  division  with  himself  of  the  salaiy 
of  his  immediate  predecessor,  Van  Dam,  during  the  brief  period 
of  his  temporary  administration.    The   latter  expressed  his 
assent  to  this  arrangement,  on  condition  that  Cosby  should  | 
reciprocate  by  an  equal  participation  of  the  perquisites  received  | 
by  him  since  his  appointment  and  previous  to  his  assumption  j 
of  oflice.    In  this  demand  he  was  supported  by  the  popular  j 
voice,  which  refused  to  recognize  the  justice  of  heaping  pecu- 
niary emoluments-  upon  fixvored  foreigners,  while  depriving 
native-bom  officers  of  their  vested  rights. 

3.  Legal  proceedings  were  accordingly  instituted  in  the  Su- 
preme Com't  of  the  y'roviiiro  bv  T'o^bv  :^'j-Tinst  Yv,n  T)  f  r  ilio 
rceu\cry  oi  tlie  amount  ciuuiicd.  As  the  Governor  himself 
was,  V)y  virtue  of  his  office,  chancellor,  and  two  of  the  other 
judges,  De  Lancey  and  Phil  ipse,  his  personal  friends,  exceptions 
were  taken  by  the  counsel  for  the  defence  against  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court.  A  majority  of  the  judges,  however,  against 
Chief-Justice  Morris,  overruled  the  exceptions,  and  directed  the 
payment  to  Cosby  of  half  of  Van  Dam's  salary,  ^lorris  was 
promptly  removed  from  office,  and  De  Lancey  appointed  in  his 
place,  without  even  the  formality  of  consulting  the  Council. 

4.  These  hiiih-handed  and  nrbitrarv  proceedin^is  of  the 
1734  .     .     .  ■■ 

Governor  roused  the  public  indignation  to  a  high  pUch. 

The  popular  discontent  at  first  vented  itself  in  squibs,  lam- 
poons, and  satirical  ballads,  levelled  against  the  aristocracy, 
which  speedily  culminated  in  systematic  attacks,  through  the 
columns  of  the  New  York  Weekly  Journal,  edited  by  John  Peter 
Zenger  —  against  the  Governor,  Council,  Assembly,  and  Court, 
an-aifrninGT  them  in  the  stronirest  terms  for  a  violation  of  the 
liberties,  rights,  and  privileges  of  the  people,  for  the  tyran- 
nical assum])tion  of  arl)itrary  and  des])otic  power,  and  for  the 
perversion  of  their  ofiieiul  stations  to  purposes  of  personal  re- 
sentment and  {)rivate  emolument. 

5.  The  Council  in  November,  173-1-,  ordered  these  papers  to 
be  bunit  by  the  hands  of  the  connnou  hangman,  and  a  few  day 
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aftenrards  Zoiiger  was  arrested  ond  imprisoned  on  a  criminal 
charge  for  publishing  a  seditious  libel  against  the  government. 
The  grand  jury  having  refused  to  find  a  bill  of  indictment  for 
this  offence,  an  inforaiation  was,  in  January,  1735,  filed  against 
the  prisoner  by  the  Attorney-General,  and  after  a  protracted 
confinement  he  was  brought  up  for  trial  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1735.     His  friends  in  the  mean  time,  and  an  association 

1 735 

known  as  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty  "  for  the  protection  and 
advocacy  of  popular  rights,  had  secured  the  services  of  the  vener- 
able Andrew  Hamilton,"  of  Philadelphia,  then  eighty  years  of  age, 
but  in  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties,  as  counsel  for  the  defence. 

6.  This  remarkable  trial  took  place  in  the  City  Hail,  before 
the  judges  of  tlie  Supreme  Court,  James  Do  Lanccy  presiding 
as  Chief  Jusrice,  Philipse  as  Judge,  und  Bradiey  as  Atrurncy- 
Gcneral.  The  court-room  was  crowded  to  excess  by  an  anxious 
and  excited  auditory,  and  the  unexpected  appearance  of  the 
vencraV)le  and  eloquent  counsel  for  the  prisoner  added  intense 
interest  to  the  scene.  The  plea  of  "  Not  guilty  "  having  been 
interposed,  and  a  jury  impanelled,  the  publication  of  the  alleged 
libel  was  boldly  admitted,  and  full  proof  of  its  justification 
offered.  The  Attorney-General,  however,  resisted  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  proof,  on  the  ground  tliat  m  a  criminal  proceeding 
for  the  publication  of  libellous  matter  the  truth  of  the  facts 
alleged  was  inadmissible  in  evidence.  This  objection  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Court. 

7.  Hamilton  then  proceeded  to  address  the  jury,  and  in  an 
eloquent  and  brilliant  speech  coiifuted  the  assiunption  of  the 
Court  that  "the  greater  the  truth,  the  greater  was  the  libel  "  ; 
insisted  that  the  jury  were  themselves  the  judges,  not  only  of 
the  facts,  but  of  the  law ;  that  it  was  their  peculiar  province 
to  piss  upon  all  the  circumstances  and  bearings  of  the  alleged 
offence,  and  to  determine  for  themselves  its  innocence  or  guilt ; 
that  they  were  the  sworn  yirotectors  of  the  riirhts,  liberties,  uiui 
privileges  of  their  fellow-citizens,  violated  in  this  instance  by  a 
most  outrageous  and  vindictive  series  of  persecutions  ;  that  it  wiis 
fur  them  to  interpose  between  the  t}'rannical  and  arbitrary  viola- 
tions of  law  and  justice  and  their  intended  victim  ;  to  assert 
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and  uphold  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  to  vin- 
dicate by  their  verdict  the  supremacy  of  the  people  over  their 
wanton  and  powerful  o])pressors. 

8.  Notwithstanding  the  reiterated  charge  of  the  Court  that 
they  were  judges  of  the  facts  only  put  in  issue,  and  not  of  the 
conclusions  of  law  upon  those  facts  ;  that  the  truth  of  the 
alleged  libel  was  a  matter  wholly  beyond  their  jurisdiction  ; 
and  that  its  publication  having  been  admitted,  and  all  evidence 
of  the  facts  excluded,  it  was  their  imperative  duty  to  convict 
the  prisoner,  the  jury,  after  a  brief  deliberation,  unanimously 
returned  .a  verdict  of  "  Not  guilty."  Amid  the  irrepressible  ap- 
plause of  the  vast  crowd  of  spectators  Hamilton  was  borne  in 
triumph  from  the  hull,  and  conducted  to  a  splendid  entertain- 
ment prepared  for  his  rece[)tion.  A  public  dinner  was  next  day 
given  him  by  the  citizens,  the  freedom  of  the  city  presented  by 
the  corporation,  and  his  departure  signalized  by  the  highest  and 
most  distinguished  honors. 

9.  Thus  terminated  this  exciting  and  important  trial  by  the 
complete  triumph  of  the  popular  cause,  —  the  vindication  of  the 
right  of  the  public  press  to  pass  upon  the  conduct  of  the  public 
authorities,  and  to  criticise,  with  entire  freedom,  their  official 
proceeding's,  — and  the  assertion  of  the  unalterable  determination 
of  the  people  to  protect  their  champions  and  the  defenders  of 
their  rights  against  all  the  assaults  of  power,  and  the  machina- 
tions of  tyranny  and  (oppression.  The  organization  effected  for 
the  successful  accom])lishment  of  these  great  objects  was  per- 
petuated and  strengthened  for  the  attainment  at  no  distant 
period  of  a  still  more  siirnal  and  important  triumph. 

10.  Cosby,  however,  notwithstanding^  the  severe  repulse 
he  had  received  through  the  acquittal  of  Zenger,  still 
persisted  with  unyielding  jiertinacity  in  his  arbitrary  and  rapa- 
cious proceedings.  He  directed  a  resurvey  of  the  grants  and 
patents  of  land  in  the  province  with  the  view  of  adding  to  his 
revenues  by  tiie  fees,  and  destroyed  several  important  <locuments 
intrusted  to  him  for  this  purpose.  His  death  on  the  10th  of 
March,  17^G,  put  an  end  to  his  furtlier  proceedings  ;  not,  how- 
ever, until  he  had  once  more  signalized  his  inveterate  hostility 


Acquittal  of  Zengcr.  —  Oppressive  proceedings  of  Cosby. 


CLARKE,  CLINTON,  OSBORNE,  ETC. 


69 


to  the  people  by  vhe  suspension,  through  his  Council,  of  his 
fonner  antagonist,  Kip  Van  Dam,  w  ho,  as  the  oldest  member  of 
th3  Council,  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  administration  on 
his  decease. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Admixistfatiox  of  George  Clarke.  —  Negro  Plot.  —  Admiral 
Clintox. —  Sir  Uaxvers  Osborne.  —  James  De  Lakcey.  —  Sir 
Charles  IIardy. 

1.  George  Clapke,  the  next  in  succession,  -^-as  in- 

1737 

ducted  into  office  by  the  Council,  and  on  the  14th  of  ' 
Octol)er  subsequently  received  a  commission  from  Eimland  em- 
fK3\vering  him  to  act  as  Lieutenant-Governor  until  the  arrival 
of  Cosby's  successor.  He  endeavored  to  ingratiate  himself  with 
both  the  aristocratic  and  the  popular  party.  The  Assembly  uas 
dissolved,  and  a  new  one  called,  which  met  in  the  ensuing  sum- 
mer, but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  grant  a  revenue  for  a 
longer  period  than  one  year.  This  precedent  was  thereafter 
steadily  acted  upon  by  the  assemblies  subsequently  convened. 
The  only  act  of  importance  passed  during  the  session  was  one 
disfranchising  the  Jews  residing  in  the  province. 

2.  At  this  period  Xew  York  City  contained  about  ^.^^ 
ten  thousand  inhabitants,  nearly  one  fifth  of  whom  wtTc 
negro  slaves.  Both  the  Dutch  and  English  governments  Lad  sys- 
tematieally  encouraged  their  importation  into  the  coluuy.  and  the 
principal  merchants  of  the  city  had  engaged  in  the  trallic  as  a 
l)rominent  branch  of  trade  and  source  of  profit.  The  most 
btringent  regulations  for  their  control  and  subordination  were 
enacted,  and  every  transgression  was  severely  punished  ;  but 
their  great  number,  thievi.sh  propensities,  and  occasional  acts  of 
insulK.»rdination,  rendered  the  community  sensitively  alive  to  the 
lM'Hsil)le  dangers  which  miirht  arise  from  their  i)resenee.  This 
pervading  feeling  of  insecurity  required  only  a  slight  provocation 
to  ripen  into  a  general  panic. 

CnsJ»y'3  death.  — Kxclusion  of  Van  Dam.  —  Gcor<:c  Clarke,  LicuteiKUii- 
Gov.  rnor.  —  Dissolution  of  Assembly.  —  DisfraDchiscmcut  of  the  Jw\*  a.  — 
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3.  A  trifling  robbery  which  occiuTed  in  March,  1741,  in  the 
house  of  a  merchant,  and  which  was  traced  to  some  of  the  ne- 
gi'oes,  followed  soon  after  by  a  scries  of  incendiaiy  fires  in  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  the  city,  created  a  general  alarm,  and  so  in- 
flamed the  public  mind,  that  numerous  arrests  were  made,  and 
a  searching  investigation  instituted  by  the  authorities,  which, 
however,  fliiled  in  discovering  any  reliable  traces  of  the  guilty 
perpetrators.  Heavy  rewards  were  offered  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil for  their  arrest  and  conviction,  together  with  a  full  pardon 
to  any  of  their  number  who  would  reveal  his  knowledge  of  the 
conspiracy  and  denounce  his  associates.  Many, of  the  inhabi- 
tants removed  their  goods  from  the  city,  and  every  effort  was 
made  to  obtain  the  fiintest  clew  to  the  guilty  authors  of  the 
outrages, 

4.  The  Supreme  Comi,  of  the  province  was  specially  con- 
vened for  the  investigation  of  the  matter,  and  a  grand-jury  con- 
sisting of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  charged  with  its 
consideration.  Great  numbers  of  witnesses  were  examined,  and 
on  the  testimony  of  a  negro  girl,  Mary  Burton,  who  had  been 
promised  a  full  pardon,  several  of  the  negroes  implicated  by  her 
were  arrested,  and,  notwithstanding  their  ten-ified  efforts  to  se- 
cure safety  l>y  criminating  their  innocent  associates,  were  con- 
victed and  executed. 

5.  Other  informers  speedily  appeared,  and  fresh  victims  to 
the  popular  fury  were  inmiolated  in  o^reat  numbers  and  in  quick 
succession.  The  populace,  maddened  by  excitement  and  thirst- 
ing for  revenge,  stimidated  the  authorities  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  hasty  inquiries,  and  even  refused  to  permit  any  interfer- 
ence on  their  part  with  the  fate  of  the  condemned,  even  when, 
by  a  compliance  with  the  terms  of  pardon,  they  had  entitled 
themselves  to  immunity. 

6.  The  general  fury  and  panic,  unappeased  by  the  wholesale 
sacrifice  of  the  negroes,  soon  extended  to  tlie  wliite  population. 
John  \  ry,  a  reputed  Catholic  priest  and  schoolmaster,  was  de- 
nounced by  the  giil  Mary  liurton,  and  notwithstanding  his  pro- 
testations of  innocence,  and  the  absence  of  all  rational  proof  of 
guilt,  was  sununarily  condemned  and  executed.    His  arrest  was 
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the  signal  for  the  implication  of  others  of  the  whites  ;  and  tlie 
reign  of  terror  was  fearfully  inaugurated  throughout  the  city. 
The  prisons  were  rapidly  filled  with  the  miserable  victims  of  the 
popular  delusion  ;  and  so  great  was  their  number  that  infection 
was  averted  only  by  the  frequency  of  executions  when  pardons 
could  not  be  ettectcd. 

7.  From  the  11th  of  May  to  the  29th  of  August,  the  day  of 
the  execution  of  Ury,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  negroes  were 
committed  to  prison,  fom-teen  of  whom  were  burnt  at  the  st:il;e, 
eighteen  hanged,  and  seventy -one  transported.  During  the 
same  period  twenty-four  whites  were  imprisoned,  four  of  whom 
were  executed.  The  implication  by  Burton  of  some  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  who  were  known  to  be  innocent  served  to 
s  >bor  down  the  popular  cxcitcnicnt,  :iud  restore  the  conuuunlty 
to  its  wonted  composure.  The  prisons  were  cleared,  a  day  t)f 
general  thanksgiving  proclaimed,  and  the  ordinary  channels  of 
business  again  resumed. 

8.  Upon  the  most  candid  and  impartial  survey  of  jill  the 
facts,  no  substantial  justification  seems  to  be  aubrdcd  u>r  the 
merciless  persecution  of  the  hapless  victims  of  this  terrible 
period.  Both  informers  and  witnesses  were  of  the  lowest  and 
vilest  character,  their  testimony  vague  and  contradictory,  anvl 
their  inducements  to  falsehood  strong  and  powerful.  Xorhi!).; 
but  the  irrational  panic  pervading  all  classes  coukl  have  uttache  I 
any  serious  weight  to  the  incredible  and  incousisteut  stateiueiit.s 
of  these  frightened  wretches,  driven  to  perjury  by  tiie  imninu-'at 
fear  of  death,  and  encouraged  in  their  successful  devices  iy  the 
ftpf)lause  of  the  terrified  multitude.  The  whole  fearful  drania 
seems  but  a  repetition,  on  a  somewhat  smaller  scale  and  hum- 
bler surrounding,  of  the  celebrated  Titus  Gates  Plot ;  and  tlie 
sole  excuse  for  the  harsh  proceedings  of  the  public  authorities 
consists  in  their  inability  in  the  midst  of  the  prevailing'  panic 
to  discover  the  real  authors  of  the  crimes  originally  per[)etrateil. 

9.  In  September,  17-1-3,  Lieutenant-Governor  (.'larke  ^.^^^ 
was  superseded  by  Admiral  (j'kokcm  Clinton,  fither  of  the 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  who  commanded  the  British  troo[)S  d'lriu'r  the 
subse(iuent  Kevolution.     He  met  with  a  fivoi-able  recej.f.oi!, 
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rct'eived  tlie  usual  vote  of  supplies,  coincided  with  the  Assemhly 
in  all  ito  measures,  —  among  which  was  one  limiting  its  term 
and  that  of  its  successors  to  a  period  of  seven  years,  —  and  co- 
operated with  that  body  in  fitting  out  an  expedition  for  the  con- 
quest cf  Canj'da,  in  the  war  then  pending  between  France  and 
England.  He  soon,  however,  became  involved  in  a  collision  be- 
tween the  two  leading  political  factions  headed  by  De  Lancey 
and  Colden,  which  occasioned  him  no  little  vexation  and  embar- 
rassment daring  the  remainder  of  his  term. 

10.  In  174:8  he  inetfectually  urged  upon  the  Assem- 
bly an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  government 

for  five  years,  with  the  view  of  again  rendering  the  executive 
independent  of  that  body.  Soon  afterwards  he  made  himself 
obnoxious  to  the  popular  ])arty  by  refusing  to  surrender  for  trial 
the  captain  of  an  Engh'sh  war-vessel  wliich  had  fired  upon  a 
colonial  vessel,  killing  one  of  its  passengers,  for  omission  to 
lower  its  flag  in  passing,  as  required  by  the-  regulations  of  the 
home  government.  The  persistent  refusal  of  the  Assembly  to 
comply  with  his  reiterated  demands  for  a  permanent  revenue, 
and  the  powerful  opposition  he  encountered  from  all  classes  of 
the  people,  finally  induced  him,  after  proroguing  the  refractory 
Chamber,  to  tender  his  resignation  and  abandon  the  govern- 
ment. 

11.  He  was  succeeded  on  the  7th  of  September,  1753, 
by  Sir  Daxvers  Osborni:,  with  instructions  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  the  demand  of  a  per- 
manent revenue,  to  be  disbursed  solely  by  himself  and  his 
Council.  On  assuming  the  government,  the  corporation  of  the 
city  presented  him  with  an  adtlress  of  cougratulation,  at  tiie 
same  time  expressing  the  hope  that  he  would  be  as  averse  to 
countenancing,  as  they  should  be  to  permitting,  any  infringe- 
ment upon  their  civil  or  religious  liberties.  A  magnificent 
entertainment  was  given  him  by  the  city,  accompanied  with  the 
strongest  manifestations  of  popular  regard. 

12.  A  few  days  afterwards  the  Council  was  convened  and  ^he 
Governor's  instructions  were  laiil  before  them.  On  being  inforn.ed 
by  them  that  the  Assembly  would  unquestionably  refuse  obedi- 


Dissen^ions  with  the  Assembly.  —  Popular  diseoiitcnt.  —  liisi;rnation.  — 
Sir  DuQvcrs  Osborne.  —  ills  reception.  —  Pro^jcedings  of  the  CouueiL 


Ji 


DE  LANCEY  AND  HARDY, 


63 


ence  to  the  royal  commands,  he  appeared  deeply  dejected  ;  and 
on  the  ensiling  morning  his  body  was  found  suspended  by  a 
handkerchief  from  the  garden-wall  of  his  lodgings.  He  had 
previously  been  subject  to  derangement,  owing  to  domestic 
losses,  and  had  once  before  attempted  his  life.  By  his  death 
the  government  devolved  npon  Lieutenant-Governor  James  De 
L.\^rcEr,  who,  by  his  recent  persistent  and  successful  opposition 
to  the  demands  of  the  Crown,  had  rendered  himself  highly 
pojnilar. 

13.  A  striking  change  had  occurred  in  the  relative  position 
of  parties.  The  aristocratic  faction,  headed  by  De  Lance}',  Col- 
den,  Van  Rensselaer,  Philipse,  Hcathcote,  and  others,  had  now 
become  the  ponulnr  loaders,  while  thci]'  former  onDonouts  luid 
ranged  themselves  under  the  royai  banner.  Hence  tlie  j'u.^.t.du 
of  the  new  Governor  was  one  of  peculiar  difficulty.  Compelleil 
by  the  instructions  of  his  predecessor  to  carry  out  the  policy  of 
the  Crown,  he  found  himself  at  the  same  time  pledged,  as  the 
leader  of  the  popular  party,  to  a  policy  diametrically  ojiposite. 
While,  therefore,  he  fulfilled  the  letter  of  his  instructions  by  lay- 
ing them  before  the  Assembly,  he  at  the  same  time  urged  ujion 
the  home  government  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  concessions 
to  the  popular  will. 

14.  In  September,  1755,  Sir  Charles  Hardy  arrived  at 
New  York  as  Governor,  and  was  received  with  the  usual 
honors,  De  Lancey  resumed  his  seat  as  Chief-Ju.sticc  ;  but 
Hardy,  full}'  conscious  of  his  own  deficiencies  in  the  new  and  \m- 
accustomed  field  of  action  which  had  been  assigned  him.  aban- 
doned all  but  its  nominal  duties  to  his  predecessor,  and  by 
his  return  to  England  and  resumption  of  his  post  iu  the  navy, 
left  the  government  again  in  his  charge. 


Suicide.  —  Acccs«;ion  of  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lnncey.  —  Hi>  policy  and 
its  results.  —  Sir  Charles  Hardy.  —  His  abandonment  of  the  government  and 
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FROM  THE  FREXCII  AXD  IXDIAX  WAR  TO  THE 
REVOLUTION, 


CHAPTER  I. 

Ad3IINIStration  of  Lieutevant-Ooverxor  De  Lakcet.  —  Campaigns 
OF  1754,  1755,  AND  1756. 

1.  After  the  capture  of  the  Fortress  of  Loiiisburg,  on  Capo 
Breton  Island,  tlien  (171:5)  in  possession  of  the  French, 
by  tlie  p]nLrlish  fleet  under  Commodore  WaiTcn,  and  the 
combined  colonial  forces  under  AVilliam  Pe})perell, — a  blow- 
rendered  the  more  severe  by  the  vast  expense  and  irreat  strength 
of  the  works,  —  the  French  entered  upon  a  course  of  vigoreas 
operations  to  concentrate  and  extend  their  power  in  America,  in 
opposition  to  the  etlbrts  of  their  hereditary  enemies,  the  liinglish, 


Preparations  of  the  French  for  opj^sin}^  the  extension  of  the  British  power 
in  America. 
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who  had  already  obtained  so  firm  a  footing.  Having  estab- 
lished a  number  of  trading-posts  and  missionary  stations  among 
the  Indian  tribes  occupying  the  depth  of  the  wilderness  along 
the  entire  valley  of  the  Mississippi  most  remote  from  the  while 
settlements,  they  prepiired  to  assert  .their  possessory  claims  by 
such  efficient  measures  as  seemed  best  adapted  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object. 

2.  They  built  a  strong  fleet  of  vessels  at  Kingston,  on  the 
Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  ;  strengthened  Fort  Niagara,  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Niagara  River  with  that  lake ;  entered 
into  friendly  negotiations  with  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indiana 
on  the  east,  and  the  Shawnees  on  the  west  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains ;  and  erected  a  formidable  chain  of  fortifications, 
C'-nnri-nidinur  tho  entire  vrillcy  of  the  ^lississippi  and  its  triini- 
taries  from  Canada  to  the  Culf  of  .Mexico. 

«3.  The  collision  between  the  Ohio  Companv,  claiming 

1753. 

an  extensive  tract  of  land  on  the  Ohio  River  under  the 
English  Government,  and  the  French,  who  were  engageil  in 
the  erection  of  forts  south  of  Lake  Erie,  caused  the  first  nnli- 
tary  services  of  George  Washixgtox  to  be  put  in  re(|uisitiou 
by  Governor  Dinwiddie,  of  Virginia.     St.   Pierre,  the  com- 
mander of  the  fort  to  which  Washington  was  despatched,  re- 
fused to  withdraw^  his  troops  from  its  occupation  ;  and  in  IT")! 
an  unsuccessful  effort  was  made  bv  the  Ohio  Company  to 
erect  a  fort  on  the  present  site  of  Pittsburg,  at  tlie  junc- 
tion of  the  Alleghany  and  .Monongahela  Pivei-s.    The  wciknu-u 
were  driven  from  the  ground  by  the  French,  who  completed  tho 
fort  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Fort  du  Quesno. 

4.  Washington,  at  the  head  of  a  hoi\\ of  provincial  troops  fiom 
Virginia,  marched  into  the  disputed  territory,  surprised  and  rout- 
ed an  advance  party  of  French  sent  to  intercept  his  approach,  an<i 
after  erecting  a  small  fort,  whicli  he  named  Fort  Necessity,  and 
being  reinforced  by  additional  troops  from  New  lork  and  tiic 
Carolinas,  proceeded  with  four  hundred  men  on  his  route  to  I-»'ri 
du  Quesne.  Hearing,  however,  of  the  advance  of  a  largo  hudy 
of  French  and  Indians,  he  returned  to  Fort  Necessity,  where  lie 
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was  soon  after  attacked  by  a  superior  force,-  and  compelled  to 
capitulate  after  a  severe  and  obstinate  resistance,  with  permis- 
sion to  retire  unmolested  to  Virginia. 

5.  The  English  Ministry,  in  the  mean  time,  aware  of  the 
importance  of  the  crisis,  had  forwarded  instructions  to  their 
coloniea  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  continued  friendship  and 
alliance  of  the  Iroquois  Indians,  and  to  unite  their  efforts  in  the 
common  defence.  In  accordance  Avith  this  recommendation  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  respective  colonies  was  held 
in  Albany  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  Lieutenant-Governor 
De  Lancey  presiding,  a  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations/  renewed, 
and  a  plan  of  confederation,  similar  to  that  subsequently  adopted 
by  the  Continental  Congress,  submitted  by  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  of  {^Mir.^yh-i'.riia,  p.iiil  ^ul' ■}:t:d  on  the  fourth 
day  of  July.  The  colonial  assemblies  and  the  representatives 
of  the  British  Government  refused,  however,  to  ratify  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  Convention  ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  war  was  con- 
fided to  the  English  Parliament,  with  such  aid  as  the  colonies 
might  find  themselves  able  to  furnish. 

6.  In  IToT),  Cvneral  Braddoek  was  sent  over  as  Com- 
'  ^*  mandcr-in-Chief ;  and  at  a  convention  of  the  colonial 
governors  three  expeditions  were  resolved  upon  :  one  against 
Fort  du  Quesne,  under  Braddoek  himself ;  one  against  Niagara; 
and  a  third  against  Crown  Point,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake 
Champlain.  The  first  was  disastrous  in  the  extreme,  and  the 
troops  engaged  in  it  were  saved  from  total  destruction  only  by 
the  coolness  and  bravery  of  Washin'^d:on.  That  against  Crown 
Point  was  intrusted  to  Gencnil  Johnson,  afterwards  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 

7.  In  July,  17')"),  about  six  thousj-ind  tror^ps  from  New  Eng- 
land, New  York,  and  New  Jcrsev  assembled,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  at  the  head  of  boat 
navigation  on  the  Hudson,  fifty  miles  north  of  Albany,  where 
a  strong  fortification,  afterwards  known  as  Fort  Edward,  was 
erected.  General  Johnson,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  August, 

Attack  on  Fort  Xece>.>'ity,  by  Uie  Fixrich  Jiiul  Iri(li;ni«,  nntl  its  t'-apitulation 
by  Washin^'ton. —  Rem;\val  of  treaties  with  the  Iroquois.  —  ConAcnfion  at 
Albany,  and  plaa  of  coiifvilcration  of  Dr.  Franklin.  —  Events  of  1755. — 
Geaer;il  Johnson's  campaij^n.  —  Fort  Edward. 
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witli  the  main  body  of  the  troops,  marched  to  the  head  of 
Lake  George,  where  he  established  a  camp  preparatory-  to  an 
attack  upon  Crown  Point,  situated  on  a  tongue  of  land  on  the 
Bouthern  shore  of  Lake  Champlain. 

8.  Baron  Dieskau,  the  French  commander,  in  the  mean  time, 
with  two  thousand  men,  chiefly  Canadians  and  Indians,  was  ap- 
proaching from  Montreal  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain  ;  and,  aban- 
doning his  first  intention  of  attacking  Fort  Edward,  marched 
du'ectly  to  the  English  camp  on  Lake  George.  Colonel  Wil- 
liams was  immediately  despatched  by  Johnson,  with  a  thousimd 
Massachusetts  troops  and  two  hundred  Mohawks,  under  their 
famous  Sachem  Hendricks,  to  intercept  the  French.  After  pro- 
ceeding a  few  miles,  however,  the  detachment  fell  into  an  am- 
])nscar]e  ;  bnth  Willirans  mid  Pfcndrirks  were  sl.t.in.  ainl  ^\v/.v 
comi-ades  fell  back  in  good  order  upon  the  camp,  holly  pur- 
sued b}-  the  enemy. 

9.  Early  in  September,  Dieskau  advanced  with  his  forces  to 
the  Euglish  camp,  where,  intrenchments  having  been  hastily 
thrown  up,  he  was  received  with  a  spirited  fire  of  musketry  and 
artillery.  The  Canadian  militia  and  Indians  fled  to  the  yhflicr 
of  the  surrounding  forests,  and  the  approach  of  reinforcemcnLs 
under  General  Lyman  from  Fort  Edward,  tor'ether  with  the  loss 
of  their  leader.  Baron  Dieskau,  who  was  severely  wounded,  com- 
pelled them  to  withdraw  to  the  fortifications  of  Crown  PcmuL 
Johnson,  after  having  erected  a  fort  called  William  Henry  on  the 
site  of  his  camp,  and  -streu'^ahened  Fort  Edward,  dispersed  the 
residue  of  his  troops,  and  returned  in  October  to  Albany.  For 
his  services  in  this  campaign  the  King  bestowed  upon  him  the 
order  of  knighthood,  and  presented  him  with  a  large  sum  of 
money. 

10.  The  expedition  of  Shirley  against  Niaqraraand  Frontenac 
was  unsuccessful.  The  prevalence  of  heavy  storms,  sickness  in 
the  camp,  desertion  of  the  Indians,  and  other  casualties,  pre- 
vented any  efficient  action  until  the  lateness  of  the  season  ren- 
dered it  advisable  to  relinquish  the  enterprise.    Leaving  a  suffi- 

Cnmp  on  Lake  George.  —  Attack  by  Dieskau.  —  Williams  an>l  IK-rxIrli  k* 
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cient  garrison  at  Oswego  under  Colonel  Mercer,  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  were  reconducted  to  Albany,  and  their  commander 
returned  to  Massachusetts. 

11.  The  campaign  of  1756,  planned  by  a  meeting  of 
the  several  colonial  governors  at  New  York  in  December 
preceding,  comprised  an  attack  upon  Crown  Point  with  ten 
thousand  men,  Niagara  with  six  thousand,  Fort  du  Quesne 
■with  three  thousand,  and  Quebec  and  the  other  French  settle- 
ments in  Canada  with  two  thousand.  Shirley  was  superseded 
in  his  command,  in  the  spring  of  1T5G,  by  Lord  Loudoun,  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  with  General  Abercrombie  as  his  lieutenant. 

12.  Early  in  June  the  latter  arrived  with  General  Webb  and 
several  regiments  of  British  troops.  General  Winslow,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  assigned  to  tlio  comi'^aniifl  of  tlic  cx:'<Mlitioii 
against  Crown  Point,  and  with  a  force  of  seven  thousand  men 
awaited  the  arrival  of  Loudoun  at  Albany,  where  Abercrombie 
was  engaged  in  settling  vexatious  questions  of  rank  between 
the  officers  of  the  reguhir  and  provincial  troops,  and  contro- 
versies with  the  citizens  growing  out  of  the  billeting  of  the  sol- 
diers upon  them.  Loudoun  did  not  make  his  appearance  until 
the  latter  part  of  July  ;  and  before  preparations  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign  could  be  completed,  the  advance  of 
the  season  and  the  successes  of  the  French  had  rendered  them 
nugatory. 

13.  In  the  mean  time  an  attack  was  made  upon  Oswego  by  a 
body  of  French  troops  under  I)e  Lery,  who  penetrated  to  the 
fort  at  the  Oneida  portage,  gained  possession  of  it,  and,  destroy- 
ing its  stores,  returned  to  Montreal  with  tliirty  prisoners.  De 
Villiers,  also,  with  eight  hundred  men,  establislied  a  camp  in 
May  near  the  mouth  of  Sandy  (.'reck,  from  whence  he  was  en- 
abled to  intercept  all  supplies  and  reinforcements  for  the  town. 
Four  of  the  Six  Nations  —  the  Onondagas,  Oneidas,  Cayugas,  and 
Mohawks  —  sent  an  embassv  to  Montreal  with  a  declaration  of 
neutrality  and  a  petition  for  protection,  which  met  with  a  favor- 
able response. 

14.  Tlie  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  the  successor  of  Dieskaa  in 
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the  commdnd  of  the  French  army,  after  strengthening  the 
defences  of  Fort  Ciirillon  at  Ticonderoga,  proceeded,  early  in 
August,  with  three  regiments  from  Quebec  and  a  large  force  of 
Canadians  and  Indians,  to  the  attack  of  Fort  Ontario,  which  was 
in  charge  of  Culonel  Mercer,  Shirley  being  in  command  of  the 
principal  fort,  Oswego,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  nearly  op- 
posite. The  fort  was  gallantly  defended  for  several  hours  by  its 
garrison,  when,  their  ammunition  having  been  expended,  they 
spiked  their  guns  and  retreated  to  Fort  Oswego. 

15.  Montcalm  immediately  occupied  the  height,  and  turned 
such  of  the  guns  of  the  fort  as  were  still  serviceable  upon  the 
remaining  fortress.  Colonel  Mercer  was  shot  down,  and  a 
formidable  broach  made  in  the  walls.  On  the  succeeding  day 
(A  iiirnsjt  14),  as  ^[ontoulm  w:is  ir;ikin<j:  preparations  for  st'Tininir 
the  intrenchments,  tlie  garrison,  about  sixteen  hundred  in  imiu- 
ber,  capitulated.  One  hundred  and  twenty  cannon,  six  vessels 
of  war,  three  hundred  boats,  three  chests  of  .money,  and  stores 
of  ammunition  and  provisions,  with  fourteen  hundred  prisoners, 
fell  into  the  power  of  the  conquerors  as  the  spoils  of  victory. 

IG.  After  doi.iolishing  the  forts,  Montcahn  returned  to  Caiiad.), 
leaving  the  entire  region  of  the  Six  Nations  open  to  the  incur- 
sions of  the  French,  A  thousand  of  the  regular  troops  were 
billeted  by  Loudoun  upon  the  citizens  of  Xew  York,  notwith- 
standing the  remonstrances  of  the  authorities  against  this  inva- 
sion of  their  rights  and  privilcLjes  under  the  coinnion  law  as 
Englishmen.  Overawed  by  the  threat's  of  Loudoun,  a  sub:icnp- 
tion  was  raised  by  the  magistrates,  and  the  demand  rcluct.intiy 
complied  with. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Siege  of  Fokt  William  Henry.  —  Capture  of  Ticonderoga,  Crowt? 
Point,  Niagara,  Fort  Du  Qlesne,  Quebec,  and  Montreal. — 
Governors  Colden  and  Monckton. 

1.  After  an  ineffectual  effort  on  the  part  of  Lord  Londoun 
to  capture  Louisburg,  Montcalm,  towards  the  close  of 
July,  1757,  proceeded,  with  a  force  of  about  seven  thou- 
sand whites  and  two  thousand  negroes,  to  lay  siege  to  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  then  nnder  the  command  of  Colonel  Monro,  with 
three  thousand  troops.  General  Webb  was  at  Fort  Edward 
with  four  thousand  men  ;  and  with  this  coml)ined  force  Colonel 
Monro  deemed  his  po.sition  impregnable.  To  the  demand  of 
Montcalm,  on  the  4th  of  August,  for  surrender  of  the  fort,  he 
retm^ned  a  defiant  answer,  and  the  siege  progressed. 

2.  An  express  was  despatched  by  ^lonro  to  Webb  for  rein- 
forcements, which  was  repeated  during  the  ensuing  six  days, 
Tvithout  eliciting  any  action  on  his  part  other  than  an  advice  to 
capitulate,  which  was  intercepted  by  the  French  and  forwarded 
to  ^Nlonro.  Under  these  discoumcring  circumstances,  and  having 
exhausted  his  means  of  defence,  that  gallant  officer  sent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  Montcahn,  with  the  view  of  negotiating  terras  of 
surrender. 

3.  The  French  commander,  after  a  council  with  the  Indians, 
consented  to  allow  the  luiglish  to  depart  from  the  fort  with  the 
honors  of  war,  —  deliveriuL''  up  all  their  prisoners  and  leaving 
all  their  military  stores,  with  a  pledge  not  to  serv^e  against  the 
French  for  eighteen  montiis,  —  and  to  funiish  an  escort  for 
their  departure.  On  the  I'th  of  August  this  arrangement  was 
carried  into  effect,  —  the  French  took  possession  of  the  fort,  and 
the  English  retired  to  their  intrenclied  camp. 

4.  The  Indians,  meanwhile,  having  procured  from  the  Eng- 
lish the  means  of  intoxication,  s{)ent  the  night  in  feasting  and 
revelry,  and  when,  on  tlie  ensuing  morning,  the  English  were 
preparing  for  their  march  to  Fort  Edward,  commenced  an  in- 
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discriminate  attack,  pliindcr,  and  massacre.  In  spite  of  all  the 
efforts  of  Montcalm  and  the  officers  under  his  command,  a  lar;L,'e 
proportion  of  the  defenceless  troops  were  slain  or  taken  captives, 
and  only  about  six  hundred  of  the  whole  number  succeeded, 
after  encountering  the  utmost  peril,  in  reaching  Fort  Edward, 
Four  hundred  .vere  rescued  by  Montcalm  from  the  French  camp 
and  sent  under  a  heavj''  escort  to  rejoin  their  comrades,  and  an 
officer  was  despatched  by  him  to  ransom  the  captives.  The  fort 
and  its  appendages  were  destroyed. 

5.  The  campaign  of  1758  commenced  under  more 
fiworable  auspices.  AVilliam  Pitt  had  succeeded  to  the 
reins  of  government  in  England,  and  under  his  instnictions 
Lord  Loudoun  was  recalled  from  the  command  in  America,  and 
^'encral  Abercrombie  jujpnhitod  in  his  place.  A  stn.'iij:  niv:;i 
force  was  sent  out  under  Admiral  Boscawen,  and  twelve  thou- 
Band  additional  troops  forwarded  for  the  defence  of  the  colonics. 
To  these  the  latter  added  nearly  thirty-five  thousand  men,  of 
which  New  York  furnished  about  three  thousand,  so  that  on  the 
arrival  of  Abercrombie  he  found  an  efiective  army  of  nearly 
fifty  thousand  men  at  his  disposal. 

6.  Three  several  expeditions  were  speedily  organized.  Gen- 
eral Amherst,  with  the  English  troops  under  the  intrepid  James 
Wolfe,  was  assigned,  in  conjunction  with  the  naval  armament  of 
Boscawen,  to  the  conquest  of  Louisburg  ;  General  Forbes  to  that 
of  Fort  du  Quesne  and  the  Ohio  Valley  ;  and  to  Abercrombie 
himself,  with  Lord  Howe  as  his  lieutenant,  was  intrusted  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point. 

7.  General  Amherst,  with  a  fleet  of  twenty-two  ships  of  the 
line  and  fifteen  frigates,  and  ten  thousand  effective  men,  disem- 
barked in  front  of  Louisburg  on  the  8th  of  June,  and  entered 
vigorously  upon  the  siege  of  that  important  fortress,  it  was 
not,  however,  until  the  2r)th  of  July,  that  its  French  defendei-s, 
finding  further  opposition  futile,  surrendered  the  town  and  f  >rt, 
together  with  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John  (now  Prince 
Edward)  and  their  dependencies,  leaving  the  Endish  masters  c^' 
the  entire  territory  nearly  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Ma-ssacro  of  the  trarrison  hy  the  Indians.  —  Noble  exertions  of  Moiifialin 
for  their  rescue.  —  Destruction  of  tlie  fort.  —  Campaifju  of  1758.  —  Organi- 
zation of  forces,  and  plan  of  the  canipaiga. 
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8.  Meamvhile  Abercrombie,  with  seven  thousand  regulars, 
nine  thousand  provincial  troops,  and  a  heavy  train  of  artillen , 
•was  th'n^dering  against  the  fortitications  of  Ticonderoga,  then 
occupied  bv  ^[ontcahn  with  an  infcrioi  force.  The  gallant  Lord 
Howe,  on  his  march  from  Lake  George,  had  been  attacked  and 
slain  by  a  scouting-party  of  the  enemy.  Abercrombie,  on  tho 
8th  of  July,  was  severely  repulsed  in  an  attack  upon  the  fort, 
and  after  a  bloody  i;oniiict  of  several  hours'  duration  was  com- 
pelled to  retreat  to  Lake  Geoi'ge. 

9.  The  French  fort  at  Frontenac  was  then  attacked  by  Gen- 
eral Bradstreet,  aided  by  a  detachment  of  three  thousand  men 
sent  by  Abercrombie,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  warriors  of  the 
Six  Nations.  On  the  2Gth  of  August  it  was  surrendered,  witii 
a  large  collection  of  military  stores  for  Fort  du  Ouesne,  and 
nine  armed  vcitels.  Iirud:^trLet,  alter  destroying  the  fort,  re- 
turned to  Home,  where  he  built  Fort  Stanwix.  Abercrombie, 
having  garrisoned  Fort  George,  returned  to  Albany  with  his 
remaining  forces,  and  was  soon  afterwards  superseded  in  his 
command  by  General  Amlierst. 

10.  Fort  du  Q\icsne,  on  the  24-th  of  November,  suiTcndered 
under  an  attack  of  the  provincial  troops,  commanded  by  Wash- 
ington, though  nominally  under  the  control  of  General  Forbes. 
Its  name  was  changed  to  that  of  Fort  Pitt,  in  honor  of  tho 
•great  English  minister,  whose  energetic  counsels  had  infused  so 
much  spirit  into  the  atfairs  of  the  colonies,  and  contributed  so 
largely  to  the  trimuph  of  its  arms.  - 

11.  Abercrombie  having  been  succeeded  by  General 

1759. 

Amhcist,  twenty  thousand  provincial  troops  were,  early 
in  the  spring,  placed  at  his  disposal,  and  a  large  land  and  naval 
force  of  regulars  sent  over  from  England.  Cieneral  Wolfe  was 
directed  to  ascend  the  St.  Lawrence  and  attack  Quebec  ;  Am- 
herst himself  undertook  the  conquest  of  Ticonderoga,  after 
which  he  was  to  seize  Montreal  and  unite  his  forces  with  those 
of  Wolfe  before  Qucl)ec  ;  and  General  Prideaux  was  to  capture 
Fort  Niagara,  and  proceed  to  Montreal. 

AttJiek  a])on  Fort  Tici-nd.  ro',--;!.  —  Deutli  of  Lord  Howe.  —  TJopulse  of 
the  Enulish.  —  Kctreat  U)  Lakt>  (ii  orLTC.  —  Attack  upon  Fort  Frontenac  by 
Bradstreet.  —  lieeall  of  Abercromhie  and  appointment  of  Amherst.  —  Cap- 
ture of  Fort  dti  Queiue.  —  Amherst  succeeds  Abererombie,  —  Plan  of  the 
campaign. 
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12.  Ticonderoga  was  abandoned  by  the  French  without  a 
struggle,  on  the  2Gth  of  July.  Crown  Point  surrendered  soon 
afterwards,  and  was  occupied  hy  Amherst,  who  strengthened  its 
defences  by  the  erection  of  a  strong  and  impregnable  fortress. 
Prideaux  appeared  before  Niagara  on  the  17th  of  July,  and, 
having  been  mortally  wounded  on  the  same  day  by  the  bursting 
of  a  gun,  was  succeeded  in  command  by  General  Johnson.  The 
garrison,  in  expectation  of  remforcements,  held  out  for  three 
weeks.  On  the  25th,  however,  after  a  severe  conflict,  the  fort 
and  its  dependencies  were  compelled  to  surrender,  notwithstand- 
ing the  accession  of  an  additional  force  of  nearly  three  thousand 
French  and  Indians. 

13.  General  Wolfe,  with  eight  thousand  troops,  landed,  on  the 
27th  of  June,  upon  Orleans  Island,  a  few  miles  below  Quebec. 
The  town  was  strongly  defended  by  the  French  troops,  and  its 
approaches  were  held  by  Montcalm  in  person  at  the  head  of  the 
main  army.  xVfter  several  ineffectual  efforts  to  gain  possession 
of  the  city,  it  was  determined,  at  a  council  of  war,  to  attempt  the 
Heights  of  xVbniham,  a  level  plateau,  three  hundred  feet  above 
the  water,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town. 

14.  At  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  September  the 
whole  English  army  stood  in  battle  array  upon  the  plains  in 
front  of  the  heights,  and  being  immediately  confronted  by  the 
French,  a  general  and  fierce  battle  ensued.  Wolfe,  severely 
wounded,  led  the  van,  and  at  the  head  of  his  men  received 
another  bullet  in  his  breast,  which  compelled  his  removal  to 
the  rear.  Monckton,  who  succeeded  him  in  command,  was  also 
mortally  wounded,  and  replaced  by  Townshend.  Montcalm  also 
fell,  and  the  order  for  retreat  was  given  by  the  French.  Amid 
the  shouts  of  victory,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  conquerors, 
Wolfe's  gallant  spirit  passed  away  at  about  the  same  time  with 
that  of  his  heroic  but  defeated  opponent.  Oa  the  18th  the  city 
was  formally  surrendered  to  the  English. 

15.  Montcalm's  successor,  Levi,  made  an  ineffectual 
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effort,  in  the  spring  of  the  succeeding  year,  to  recapture 
Quebec ;  and  on  its  failure  the  French  forces  under  Vaudreuil 
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were  concentiated  for  the  defence  of  Montreal.  Early  in  Sep- 
tember, Amherst  arrived  before  the  city  at  the  head  of  ten 
thousand  troops ;  Johnson  followed  with  a  thousand  Indian 
warriors,  Murray  with  four  thousand  troops  from  Quebec,  and 
Colonel  Haviiand  with  three  thousand  from  Crown  Point. 

16.  Yaudrcuil,  conscious  of  his  inability  to  resist  this  for- 
midable force,  on  the  8th  of  September,  signed  a  capitulation 
surrendering  Montreal  and  all  other  French  posts  in  Canada. 
It  was  not,  however,  imtil  17G3  —  the  interval  having  been 
spent  in  naval  warfare,  where  the  English  were  -almost  uni- 
formly successful  —  that  a  dehnitive  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  two  nations  was  concluded,  by  which  France  ceded  to  Eng- 
land all  her  American  possessions. 

17.  On  the  morning;  of  the  .30th  of  .July,  17G0,  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor De  Lance\-  was  found  dead  in  his  study,  from 

the  effects  of  a  chronic  disease,  and  the  government  devolved 
upon  the  venerable  Cadwalladcr  Coldcn,  now  seventy-three  years 
of  age.  Governor  Coldcn  had  long  been  intimately  familiar 
with  public  aftairs,  and  possessed  superior  literaiy  and  adminis- 
trative abilities,  lie  entered  u})on  his  new  duties,  however,  at  a 
most  critical  period  in  the  history  of  tlie  province  and  of  the 
nation,  and  found  himself  utterly  incapable  of  resisting  the  pro- 
gress of  events  tending  rapidly  to  the  dissolution  of  the  existing 
form  of  goverriment. 

18.  His  administration  was  temporarily  interrupted 
*  '  in  October  of  the  following  year  by  the  airival  of  a  com- 
mission for  Geijcral  Robert  Monrkton,  then  commanding  a  mili- 
tary force  on  Staten  Island.  His  public  announcement  on  the 
assumption  of  his  duties,  that  he  had  no  instructions,  and  hoped 
never  to  have  any,  was  highly  acceptable  to  the  people.  The 
new  Assembly  gave  him  a  warm  reception,  and  the  usual  honors 
were  conferred  upon  him. 

19.  His  administration  opened  under  the  most  favorable 
auspices,  had  he  only  the  ability  and  the  disposition  to  profit 
by  them.  The  English  CJovernment  had  conceded  to  the  colo- 
nies many  of  the  rights  so  long  and  pertinaciously  M'ithheld,  had 
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abandoned  its  demands  for  a  permanent  revenue,  and  had  left 
them  in  most  respects,  financial  and  otherwise,  to  their  own 
guidance.  Occasional  aggressions  on  their  rights  were  still  in- 
flicted and  impatiently  endured  ;  and  judicious  legislation  and 
prudent  administration  alone  w^ere  requisite  to  have  insured 
permanent  peace  and  continued  union. 

20.  The  independence  of  the  Judiciary  -was,  soon  after  his  ac- 
cession, threatened  by  the  appointment  of  Pratt,  a  lawyer  of  Bos- 
ton, as  the  successor  of  Chief-Justice  De  Lancey,  to  hold  his  ofhce 
"at  the  King's  pleasure,"  instead  of  as  formerly  "during  gocxl 
behavior."  The  Assembly  regarded  this  innovation  as  inconsist- 
ent "with  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  province.  Monckton 
himself  disapproved  of  it,  and  even  Golden  advised  against  it ; 
and  PnitL,  v.  iulu  accepting  tliC  otTice,  was  forc.?d  to  c^in'''^!  '  -avA 
kocnly  to  feel  the  repugnance  of  the  people  to  the  proposed 
tenure.  The  Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists  were  also 
jealous  of  the  flavor  shown  by  the  officei-s  of  the  Crown  to  Epis- 
copacy, especially  in  the  government  of  the  college,  which  was 
placed  under  Episcopal  direction, 

21.  The  Assembly  having  refused  to  provide  for  the 

.  .  17G2. 

salary  of  the  Chief- Justice,  unless  he  should  receive  an 

independent  commission,  the  Board  of  Trade  advised  that  the 

income  for  the  royal  quit-rents  should  be  applied  to  this  object. 

This  course  was  accordingly  adopted,  and  the  Judiciary  were 

subjected  to  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Crown,  who  named 

the  judges,  removed  them  at  pleasure,  fixed  their  salaries  and 

paid  them  from  funds  beyond  the  control  of  the  colonial  legis- 

lature. 


The  independence  of  the  Judiciary  assailed. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  Stamp  Act.  — First  Coi.ont.vl  Congreps.  —  Sons  of  Liberty. — 
Sir  IIknkv  Moore.  —  Liberty  Pole. 

1.  The  relations  which,  dnrinir  a  period  of  upwards  of  a  cen- 

turv',  had  existc<l  between  the  American  colonies  and 
1763  " 

the  English  Govennneut,  had  been  generally  of  a  peace- 
ful nature.  With  the  exception  of  occasional  remonstrances 
on  the  part  of  the  representative  Assemblies  of  the  provinces 
against  varioiis  enactments  of  l^irliament,  and  regiihition  of  the 
Boards  of  Trade,  atlectinj  injuriously  the  manufactures,  com- 
merce, and  naviiration  of  the  colonies,  an  \minterrupted  spirit 
of  loyalty  prevailed  anumg  them,  and  voluntary  contributions 
of  men  and  money  were  cheerfully  and  j)romptly  furnished 
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whenever  the  military  exigencies  of  the  parent  government  ren- 
dered such  aid  nccessarv  or  desirable. 

2.  The  imposition  upon  them  of  forms  of  government  and 
executive  officers  not  of  their  own  choice,  or  without  in  any 
manner  consulting  their  wishes  or  inclinations ;  the  vexatious 
restrictions  upon  their  domestic  and  foreign  trade  by  the  pro- 
hibition, except  under  high  duties  and  onerous  regulations,  of 
the  importation  and  exportation  of  articles  necessary  to  their 
prosperity  and  welfare ;  and  various  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  en- 
actments, aftecting  their  civil,  religious,  and  social  rights  and 
privileges,  had  hitherto  failed  sensibly  to  weaken  their  regard 
for  the  institutions  and  their  attachment  to  the  government 
with  which  they  had  so  lon<;  been  familiar.  But  the  time  had 
tinally  arrived  wlien  p;uiL"av.u  aua  imqiic-jiioimig  sui)iuih5ioii  to 
the  increasing  exaction  of  arbitrary  power  had  ceased  to  be  vir- 
tues. Their  experience  in  self-government,  and  the  gradual 
growth  among  them  of  a  representative  democracy,  had  pre- 
pared them  for  the  firm  and  manly  assertion  of  their  rights, 
and  taught  them  the  value  of  freedom. 

3.  Their  prompt  and  lavish  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure 
during  the  war  just  closed  had  materially  contributed  to  pro- 
cure for  the  mother  country  a  vast  and  valuable  accession  to 
her  territory  in  America,  and  to  expel  from  her  possessions  the 
enemy  who  had  apparently  obtained  so  firm  a  footing.  Tliirty 
thousand  of  the  bravest  soldiers  of  the  colonies,  and  a  debt  of 
thirteen  millions  of  pounds,  had  been  the  price  ungrudgingly 
paid  for  the  conquests  which  had  added  such  signal  lustre  to 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  The  arrogant  and  insatiable  de- 
mands of  a  tyrannical  government,  however,  required  addi- 
tional sacrifices,  and  nothing  less  than  the  abject  concession  of 
unlimited  powers  over  their  persons  and  property  would  satisfy 
the  haughty  ambition  of  the  EnLi:lish  aristocracy. 

4.  Notwithstanding  the  repeated  and  persistent  refusal 
of  the  provincial  Asscml)lies  to  recognize  the  riglit  of  the 
English  Parliament  to  impose  taxes  upon  them  without  their 
own  consent,  Lord  Grenville,  then  at  the  head  of  the  British 
Ministry,  submitted,  in  17G4,  a  proposition  fur  the  raising  of 
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a  permanent  revenue  upon  the  colonies,  by  the  establishment 
of  stamp  duties,  and  taxation  of  various  articles  of  foreign  pro- 
duce. During  the  sessions  of  that  and  the  succeeding  year  va- 
rious enactments  were  made  in  conformity  with  these  sugges- 
tions; and  in  contemptuous  disregard  of  the  earnest  remonstrance 
of  the  colonies,  the  celebrated  Stamp  Act  was  passed  on 
^*  the  22d  of  March,  1765,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of 
November  subsequently. 

5.  By  the  provisions  of  this  act  all  legal  and  mercantile 
documents  and  contracts,  newspapers,  pamphlets,  almanacs,  <fec., 
were  required  to  be  written  or  printed  on  stamped  paper,  upon 
■which  a  duty  was  to  be  imposed  payable  to  officers  appointed  by 
the  Crown.  Its  promulgation  created  a  general  feeiiug  of  indig- 
nation throughout  the  colonics,  accompanied  by  a  determiniition, 
at  all  hazards,  to  resist  or  evade  its  enforcement.  In  Xew  York 
the  obnoxious  act  was  publicly  paraded  through  the  streets  of 
the  city,  with  a  death's  head  athxcd,  bearing  the  significant  in- 
scription, "  The  Folly  of  Eni^dand,  and  the  Ruin  of  America." 
Similar  demonstrations  were  made  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and 
other  priucipal  cities  and  towns. 

6.  On  the  7th  of  October  the  First  Colonial  Congress,  con- 
sistiTig  of  twenty-eight  deloi^atos  from  nine  colonies,  assembled 
at  New  York,  and  remaino<l  in  session  for  two  weeks.  The  body 
was  presided  over  by  Timothy  Rugglcs  of  Massachusetts,  and 
after  mature  consideration  adopted  a  Declaration  of  Rights, 
drawn  up  by  John  Crugcr  of  New  York;  a  calm  and  temper- 
ate, but  firm  and  decided,  statement  of  grievances  in  the  form 
of  a  Memorial  to  Parliament,  [)repared  by  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
also  of  Xew  York;  and  a  Petition  to  the  King,  by  James  Otis 
of  Massachusetts. 

7.  These  documents  a<*sertcd  the  inalienable  right  of  the  in- 
habitants of  tlic  several  colonics  to  jill  the  privileges  of  free-bom 
Englishmen  ;  the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  property,  and  per- 
son ;  exemption  from  all  taxes,  restrictions,  and  imposts  not 
voluntarily  assume<l  by  themselves  or  assented  to  by  their  rep- 
resentatives freely  chosen  ;  and  denounced  in  glowing  terms  the 
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continued  and  systematic  invasion  of  these  rights  and  privileges, 
under  pretence  of  law,  by  a  body  in  which  they  were  wholly 
unrepresented.  Protesting  their  unimpaired  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  Parliament,  and  their  earnest  desire  for  a 
continuance  of  the  friendly  relations  hitherto  existing  between 
the  two  countries,  they  respectfully  demanded  the  repeal  of  the 
obnoxious  acts  complained  of,  and  the  discontinuance  in  future 
of  all  similar  arbitrary  legislation. 

8.  On  the  1st  of  November,  the  day  on  which  the  Stamp 
Act  was  to  go  into  effect,  the  shops,  stores,  and  public  offices 
of  the  city  were  closed  ;  the  flags  of  the  vessels  in  the  port 
were  floating  at  half-mast ;  the  bells  of  the  several  churches 
were  tolled,  and  numerous  other  manifestations  of  the  public 

nr  ■     ^    -  :t..  ^--l-vo-L     .Ail  •  x  w:,^  - 

pended,  the  courts  were  closed,  and  the  city  Wiui  cluthed  in 
mourning.  Meanwhile  the  obnoxious  stamps  had  reached  the 
city,  and  been  deposited  in  the  fort  for  safe-keeping  by  the 
direction  of  Governor  Golden,  who  had  recently  succeeded 
Monckton  in  the  administration  of  the  province. 

9.  McEvcrs,  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Grown  for  the  distri- 
bution and  sale  of  the  stamps,  intimidated  by  the  manifesta- 
tions of  the  popidar  feeling  on  every  hand,  had  resigned  his  com- 
mission ;  the  association  of  the  "  Sons  of  Lil)erty,"  headed  by 
Isaac  Sears,  John  Lamb,  Alexander  McDougall,  Francis  Lewis, 
Marinus  Willett,  and  other  patriotic  leaders,  had  been  revived, 
and  an  engagement  entered  into  by  the  merchants  generally  to 
cease  all  importation  of  goods  from  Great  Britain  while  the  act 
remained  in  force.  Handbills  were  circulated  throughout  the 
city,  warning  all  people  against  the  purchase  or  use  of  stamps  at 
their  peril. 

10.  In  the  evening  two  organized  companies,  under  the  lead 
of  tlie  Sons  of  Liberty,  paraded  the  streets,  one  of  whicli  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Gonmions,  the  site  of  the  present  Gity  Kail, 
Avhere  they  suspended  an  efhgy  of  the  Governor  with  the 
stanijKxl  paper  in  his  hands,  and  other  contemptuous  devices  ; 
^vlulo  tlic  other  proceeded  to  the  fort  with  another  etligy  of  tiie 
obnoxious  Governor,  broke  open  the  stable  of  his  residence,  and 

Arrival  of  the  stamps. —  The  l.st  of  Xovenihcr. —  Proceeding's  of  tho 
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taking  from  it  his  carriage  and,  placing  in  it  the  effigy,  returned 
in  triumph  to  their  associates  on  the  Commons,  from  whence, 
consohdating  their  ranks,  they  took  up  their  march  in  strict 
order  and  unbroken  silence  to  the  fort. 

11.  Here  they  found  the  troops,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Gage,  drawn  up  on  the  rampart  for  their  reception,  and  the 
muzzles  of  the  cannon  aimed  directly  at  their  ranks.  The  Brit- 
ish commander,  however,  prudently  reserved  his  fire  ;  and  the 
procession,  being  denied  admission  to  the  fort,  repaired  to  tlic 
Bowling  Green,  tore  down  the  wooden  palisades,  and  contented 
themselves  with  burning  the  carriage  with  its  effigy  and  otlior 
accompaniments.  Some  of  their  more  violent  associates,  dis- 
regarding the  remonstrances  of  thoir  comrades,  proceeded  to  the 
residence  uf  Major  James,  a  Ih-itish  officer,  who  had  rendered  him- 
self obnoxious  to  the  populace,  broke  open  and  rifled  the  house, 
and  burned  the  furniture,  currying  off  the  royal  standard  in 
triumph. 

12.  The  next  evening  the  people  again  assembled  at  the  Com- 
mons with  the  intention  of  renewing  the  attack  upon  the  fort 
and  gaining  2)osscssi(»n  of  the  stamped  paper.  Governor  Golden, 
however,  anticipated  their  action  on  this  occasion  by  sending  a 
communication  to  the  city  autliorities,  dechiring  his  intention 
not  to  issue  any  of  the  stamps  wliile  he  remained  in  office.  Not 
content  with  this  assurance,  another  demonstration  was  made 
on  the  ensuing  evening,  and  tlie  Goyenior,  having  fiiled  in  his 
efforts  to  place  the  stamj)S  under  military  protection,  delivered 
them  up  in  due  form  to  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  taking  from 
them  a  receipt  for  their  safe-keeping.  This  proceeding  quieted 
the  popular  leaders  f  )r  the  time,  and  restored  order  to  the  city. 

13.  In  the  mean  time,  the  C(»mmittee  of  Correspondence,  ap- 
pointed by  the  citizens,  throuLrh  their  Chairman,  John  Lamb, 
had  addressed  circular  letters  to  the  merchants  of  the  sister- 
cities  of  the  colonies,  inviting  their  co-oj)eration  in  the  non-in- 
tercourse pohey,  which  was  promptly  acce(kMl  to  by  all.  They 
had  also  dratted  articles  for  a  general  union  and  confederarion 
of  the  colonics  in  resistance  to  the  arl)itrary  measures  of  the 

"a  ^  \  ~^  \ 
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Crown,  and  providing  for  the  assembling  of  a  general  Congress 
in  the  event  of  persistence  in  these  measures.  These  articles 
were  also  iinanimonsly  approved  and  adopted. 

14.  A  new  supply  of  stamps  soon  after  arrived  in  the  prov- 
ince, with  the  new  Governor,  Sir  Hexky  Moore,  and  Peter  De 
Lancev,  Jr.,  who  had  been  appointed  stamp  distributor  in  the 
place  of  McEvers.  The  Governor  having  peremptorily  declined 
any  interference  with  the  obnoxious  stamps,  they  were  depos- 
ited with  the  others  in  the  City  Hall,  and  De  Lancey  advised 
by  a  committee  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  to  follow  the  prudent 
example  of  his  predecessor,  with  which  he  was  fain  publicly  to 
comply.  A  similar  course  was  pursued  towards  a  Maryland 
official  who  had  sought  the  protection  of  Governor  Golden,  and 
taken  shelter  on  Loiiir  Island. 

15.  The  new  Governor  met  with  a  favorable  rcce];)tion  from 
the  citizens  and  the  public  authorities,  who  were  highly  ])leased 
with  his  liberal  views  and  ready  concessions  to  the  popular 
sentiment.  The  Assembly  which  convened  on  his  arrival  con- 
firmed the  proceedings  of  their  delegates  in  the  Colonial  Congi'css, 
and  adopted  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  policy  inaugurcited  by 
that  body.  About  the  same  time,  Captain  Christian  Jacobsen, 
of  the  ship  Hope,  arrived  from  Holland,  having  refused  to  bring 
over  additional  stamps. 

16.  The  Sons  of  Liberty,  on  information  that  stamps  desiimed 
for  Connecticut  were  concealed  on  board  the  vessel  bringing 
over  the  Governor,  instituted  a  viLrilant  search  ;  but  finding  that 
they  had  been  transferred  to  another  vessel,  repaired  on  board 
and  took  ten  packages  from  the  hold,  which  they  conveyed  to  the 
ship-yards  and  burnt.  They  also  resorted  to  the  most  vigorous 
measures  for  the  repression  of  all  sales  of  stamped  paper  within 
the  province. 

17.  So  odious  had  the  act  become  in  all  the  colonies, 
and  so  determined  and  efiective  v.-as  the  opposition  to 

its  enforcement,  that  its  repeal  was  procured  on  the  20th  of 
l*Ll)ruary  of  the  ensuing  year,  at  the  instance  of  the  Martpiis  of 
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Rockingham,  accompanied,  however,  by  a  declaratory  act  affirm- 
ing the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  colonies  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever.  Its  repeal  was  hailed  in  the  city  with  acclamations 
of  delight,  and  received  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  by  all  the 
colonies. 

18.  Bells  were  rung,  cannon  fired,  bonfires  kindled,  a  public 
dinner  given  by  the  civic  authorities,  and  the  city  illuminated 
in  honor  of  the  event.  On  the  4th  of  June  following,  the  pa- 
triots again  assembled  on  the  Commons  in  honor  of  the  King's 
birthday,  and,  after  the  most  enthusiastic  manifestations  of 
loyalty,  raised,  near  where  the  present  City  Hall  stands,  a 
Liberty  Pole,  on  which  were  inscribed  the  words,  The  King, 
Pitt,  and  Liberty."  In  defence  of  this  standard,  the  first  blood 
of  the  Revolution  was  suou  dcstiiiLd  lo  cuou. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Tax  ov  Tea.  —  The  Liberty  Pole.  —  Soxs  of  Liberty,  —  Gov- 
ernor CoLDEX.  —  JouN  Lamb  and  Alexander  McDougall. 

1.  During  the  month  of  June  a  sharp  controvei-sy  was  main- 
tained between  the  Governor  and  the  Assemblv  in  ref- 

1766 

erence  to  the  supplies  required  to  be  furnished  by  the  citi- 
zens of  New  York  to  tiic  troops  under  the  command  of  General 
Gage,  stationed  in  the  city,  nominally  for  its  protection.  The 
spirit  of  opposition  manifested  by  the  Assembly  to  the  demands 
of  the  Governor  was  vigorously  seconded  by  the  people,  and 
frequent  collisions  from  time  to  time  occurred  between  the  occu- 
pants of  tlie  barracks  on  the  Commons  and  the  more  violent 
of  the  patriotic  leaders. 

2.  On  the  ni^dit  of  the  10th  of  August  a  party  of  soldiers 
from  the  barracks  cut  down  the  Liberty  Pole  erected  on  the 
Commons,  and  on  the  succeeding  day  attacked  and  dispersed  a 
party  of  the  citizens  who  had  assembled  to  replace  it,  seriously 
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wounding  several  of  their  number,  among  whom  vrere  Isaac 
Sears  and  John  Berrien,  prominent  members  of  the  Sons  of 
Liberty.  Ahhough  this  violent  proceeding  of  the  soldiers  was 
justified  by  their  officers,  the  patriots  were  allowed  to  replace 
the  pole  a  few  days  afterwards,  without  further  molestation  at 
that  time. 

3.  On  the  23d  of  September,  however,  the  pole  was  again  cut 
down,  and  again  replaced  on  the  next  day  by  the  inhalntants. 
This  persistent  determination  of  the  citizens  induced  the  Gover- 
nor to  prohibit  all  future  attempts  of  the  like  nature  on  the 
part  of  the  soldiery,  and  the  most  stringent  measures  were 
adopted  by  both  the  civil  and  military  authorities  to  prevent 
their  repetition. 

4.  The  refusal  of  the  Assembly  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  Governor  for  the  provision  of  siipidics  I'ur  tlio  mil- 
itary brought  down  upon  them  a  severe  censure  from  the 
Crown  ;  and  a  spirited  reply  on  their  part  was  followed  by  a 
temporary  prorogation.  Rumors,  however,  of  warlike  prepara- 
tion in  England,  and  the  menaces  and  persuasions  of  the  CJovit- 
nor,  induced  them  finally  to  consent  to  an  additional  appropria- 
tion, which,  while  it  incurred  the  strong  disapprobation  of  the 
patriotic  party,  failed  to  conciliate  the  Government.  The  legis- 
lative powers  of  the  xVssembly  were  suspended  by  rarliamcnt, 
and  instructions  forwarded  to  the  Governor  prohibiting  his 
assent  to  any  act  passed  by  them  until  a  full  compliance  with 
the  demands  of  the  Crown  should  be  obtained. 

5.  That  body,  however,  disregarding  the  injunctions 
of  the  English  Government,  and  supported  by  the  gen- 
eral approval  of  the  popular  voice  in  their  own  and  the  neiirh- 
boring  colonies,  continued  their  sessions  as  usual,  and  adopted 
Btrong  resolutions  declaring  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  Parlia- 
ment suspending  their  legislative  functions  unconstitutional  and 
void.  iMeanwhile  Parliament,  on  the  motion  of  Charles  Towns- 
hend,  Cliancellor  of  the  Exche(.[uer,  had  unanimously  passed 
a  bill,  early  in  17G7,  imposing  duties  on  all  tea,  glass,  pajjcr, 
painters'  colors,  and  lead  imported  into  the  colonies. 
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G.  Tills  frosh  invosion  of  their  riglits  and  privileges  created  a 
renev.'ed  excitement  in  all  trie  colonies.  Committees  of  corre- 
spondence were  established  throughout  the  provinces  by  the  en- 
ergetic and  vigilant  Sons  of  Liberty  in  New  York,  and  the  mer- 
chants of  thao  city  again  assembled  and  imanimously  renewed 
the  non-importation  agreement,  pledging  themselves  to  its  strict 
observance  during  the  continuance  of  the  obnoxious  duties. 

7.  On  the  18th  of  March,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  intelli- 
gence of  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  the  anniversary  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  celebrated  by  the  citizens  with 
the  utmost  enthusiasm.  On  the  succeeding  night,  however,  the 
Liberty  Pole  on  the  Commons  was  again  levelled  to  the  ground 
by  the  soldiery.  Another  and  a  more  substantial  one,  secured  by 
iron  bands,  was  on  tiie  next  day  set  up  in  its  place  by  the  Sons 
of  Liberty.  Several  inetTcctual  efforts  were  made  fur  its  de- 
struction, all  of  which  were  counteracted  by  the  vigilance  of 
its  patriotic  defenders.  The  oflicers  of  the  garrison  finally  in- 
terfered, and  prevented  the  further  continuance  of  these  demon- 
strations. 

^.gg  8.  The  Assembly  having  been  formally  dissolved  by 
the  Governor  in  February,  17(38,  a  new  election  was  or- 
dered, resulting  in  the  return  of  representatives  little  less  dis- 
posed to  compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  govenunent  than 
their  predecessors.  On  their  meeting  in  October,  in  utter  dis- 
regard of  the  royal  in j miction,  tliey  opened  a  correspondence 
with  the  Masi:;ichusetts  Assembly,  warmly  sympathizing  with 
their  misfortunes  ;  and  after  voting  a  liberal  appropriation  for 
supplies  to  the  troops  quartcretl  in  the  city,  coupled  with  a 
series  of  resolutions  strongly  declaratory  of  their  rights,  and 
denouncing  their  repeated  infringement  by  Parliament,  were 
dissolved. 

9.  On  the  4th  of  April,  17G9,  another  new  Assembly 

17(59. 

was  convened,  and  afttr  renewing,  at  tlie  earnest  solici- 
tation of  the  (iovcrnor,  the  appropriation  for  military  sup- 
plies to  the  gan-ison,  was  proroLTued.  The  Covernor  continued 
to  exert  his  influence  to  the  extent  of  his  power  for  the  repres- 
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sion  of  all  disloyal  manifestations  on  the  part  of  tlie  inhabi- 
tants of  the  province  and  city  ;  but  his  well-meant  efforts  at 
conciliation  were  suddenly  ended  by  his  death,  which  took  place 
on  the  11th  of  September,  devolving  the  government  again 
upon  Cadwallader  Golden. 

10.  The  Assembly  was  again  convened  on  the  21st  of  Novem- 
ber; and  through  a  coalition  between  the  Governor  and  his 
fonner  inveterate  opponent,  De  Lancey,  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  money  for  supplies  was  obtained.  Inflammatory 
handbills  were  immediately  circulated  by  the  leaders  of  the 
popular  party,  openly  charging  the  Assembl}^  with  a  betrayal 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  constituents  ;  and  a  large 
asseml)lage  of  citizens  gathered  on  the  Commons  on  the  18th 
of  December,  presided  over  by  Joiin  Liimb,  denounced  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Assembly,  and  so  far  alarmed  the  meinhers  of 
that  lx)dy  and  the  Governor,  that  it  was  found  necessary  at 
the  close  of  the  session  to  force  through,  by  a  close  vote,  a 
bill  for  the  issue  of  colonial  bills  of  credit  to  the  amoimt  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  the  interest  to 
be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  colonial  government,  which, 
early  in  January,  1770,  received  the  prompt  approval  of  the 
Governor. 

11.  In  the  mean  time  the  Assembly,  by  a  nearly 
unanimous  vote,  denounced  the  handbills  as  libollor.s, 

and  otiered  a  reward  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ])oiinds  for  the 
discovery  of  their  authors.  Lamb  was  arrested  and  l)rouL'ht  be- 
fore the  House,  where  he  boldly  avowed  the  part  he  had  taken 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  public  meeting,  and  justified  it  as  the 
exercise  of  a  right  which,  in  common  with  every  Englishman, 
he  possessed.  His  associates  among  the  Sons  of  Liberty  fear- 
lessly seconded  his  appeal,  and  avowed  their  approval  of,  and 
participation  in,  his  acts,  and  their  readiness  to  meet  the  con- 
serjuences.  This  spirited  behavior  procured  their  discharge. 
Alexander  McDougall,  to  whom  the  authorship  of  the  handbills 
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•was  traced,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned,  when,  for  nearly  two 
months,  he  way  daily  visited  by  crowds  of  his  friends  of  both 
sexes,  who  re2arded  him  as  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  hbcrty, 
and  where  be  lemained  mitil,  on  iiidictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
he  was  admitted  to  bail  in  the  ensuing  April. 


CHAPTER  III. 
Battle  of  Golden  Hill.  —  Diomolitiox  of  the  Liberty  Pole.  — 

NoX-lMl'OUTATfON'  AGREEMENT.  LoKD  DcXMORfc:.  —  BlLLS  OF  CRED- 
IT. McDOLGALL  AND  GEOnOE  ClINTON. 

1.  On  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  January  a  renewed  attack 
1770    ^^^^  naade  upon  the  Liberty  Pole  by  a  party  of  soldfers 

belonging  to  the  garrison.  Indignant  at  their  failure  to 
accomplish  its  overtlirow  before  an  alarm  was  given,  and  smart- 
ing under  the  hisses  and  jeers  of  the  citizens  gathered  in  front 
of  Montagnie's  tavern,  the  head-quarters  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Con)nions,  they  commenced  a 
furious  attack  upon  the  crowd,  driving  them  into  the  house  with 
their  bayonets,  and,  sword  in  hand,  proceeded  to  demolish  the 
windows  and  furniture  of  the  building,  after  which  they  retired. 

2.  An  additional  atteni})t  was  made  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th  to  eflect  the  demolition  of  the  popidar  standard,  but  again 
without  success.  The  next  evening,  however,  they  accomplished 
their  object,  levelling  the  pole  to  the  ground,  sawing  it  into 
pieces,  and  piling  them  triumplianrly  in  front  of  the  hotel.  The 
people  were  aroused  by  the  discovery  of  this  outrage,  and  a  pul>- 
lic  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  hastily  convened  at  the  Com- 
mons on  the  morning  of  the  17th. 

3.  Several  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  promptly 
responded  to  this  call,  and  at  noon  the  Commons  were  thronged 
by  an  excited  multitude,  w  hile  a  {.)arty  of  seamen  scoured  tlu 
docks,  piers,  and  warehouses,  where  the  soldiers  were  employed 
as  laborers,  and  compelled  them  to  abandon  their  occupation 
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nnd  return  to  their  quarters.  EeSolutions  were  passed  censur- 
ing in  the  strongest  terms  the  riotous  conduct  of  the  soldiery, 
denouncing  their  presence  in  the  city  as  unnecessary  and  dan- 
gerous, and  discountenancing  their  employment  by  the  citizens 
when  oft'  duty  as  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  laboring 
class.  All  soldiers  appearing  armed  in  the  streets,  or  found  out 
of  their  barracks  after  roll-call,  were  directed  to  be  dealt  with 
as  enemies  of  the  city. 

4.  On  the  ensuing  day  (January  18)  two  soldiers  were  ar- 
rested by  Isaac  Sears  and  another  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  in  the' 
act  of  posting  an  inflammatory  handbill  prepared  by  their  com- 
rades, and  conducted  to  the  Mayor's  office,  where  they  were 
immediately  followed  by  a  party  of  twenty  soldiers  armed  with 
cutlasses  and  bayonets,  who  demanded  the  immediate  release  of 
the  prisoners.  This  demand  was  piomptly  resisted  by  Captain 
Kichardson  and  other  citizens,  who  defended  the  entrance  and 
ordered  the  return  of  the  soldiers  to  their  baiTacks. 

5.  The  crowd  collected  in  front  of  the  Mayor's  office  had,  in 
the  mean  time,  provided  themselves  with  stakes  from  the  carts 
and  sleighs  in  the  vicinity,  and  seemed  not  indisposed  to  meas- 
ure their  strength  with  their  armed  opponents  in  the  impending 
contest.  In  apparent  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  ]\Iayor  the 
soldiers  retired,  closely  followed  by  the  citizens,  as  fl\r  as  the 
summit  of  Golden  Hill,  as  John  Street  was  then  called,  between 
^Villiam  and  Cliff  Streets.  Here  they  were  joined  by  a  rein- 
forcement from  the  upper  barracks  on  the  Commons,  headed  by 
an  ofticer  in  disguise.  He  immediately  ordered  a  charge  upon 
the  people,  who,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  in  possession  of 
clubs,  were  entirely  unarmed.  They  succeeded,  however,  by 
their  numbers,  in  steadily  resisting  the  furious  attack  of  the 
soldiers,  and  impeding  their  apparent  return  down  the  hill  to 
the  Mayor  8  office,  until  they  were  hemmed  in  by  another  body 
of  soldiers  from  the  upper  barracks,  while  a  third  approached  to 
the  relief  of  their  comrades  from  the  fort. 

6.  The  three  parties,  consolidating  their  forces  by  the  junc- 
tion of  a  portion  of  the  assailants  who  had  forced  their  way 
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thn/iigh  the  unarmed  crowd  of  citizens,  commenced  a  furious 
attack  upon  the  latter,  severely  Avouiiding  several  of  their  num- 
ber. Others,  including  women  and  children,  not  participating 
in  the  affray,  were  cut  down  and  bayoneted,  though  none  were 
mortally  injured,  and  it  was  not  until  some  time  had  elapsed  that 
the  contest  was  arrested  by  the  interference  of  the  officers  of 
the  gan'ison, 

7.  On  the  ensuing  day  the  soldiers  recommenced  their  as- 
saults by  thrusting  a  bayonet  tlirough  the  dress  of  a  woman  re- 
turning from  market.  About  noon  a  party  of  sailors  were 
attacked  at  the  head  of  Chapel  Street,  now  Park  Row,  opposite 
Beekman  Streel,  and  one  of  their  number  was  run  through  the 
body.  In  the  midst  of  the  conflict  the  Mayor  made  his  ap- 
pearance, and  attempted,  without  success,  to  disperse  the  infu- 
riated soldiers.  He  then  despatched  a  message  to  the  officers 
at  the  barracks,  but  the  messenger  was  intercepted  by  the 
troops,  who  refused  to  sulfer  him  to  proceed.  A  party  of  the 
Sons  of  Liberty,  however,  who  had  been  engaged  at  playing 
ball  in  the  neighborhood,  came  to  the  rescue  and  dispei-sed  the 
soldiers. 

8.  In  the  afternoon  another  affray  occurred  between  the  sol- 
diery and  citizens  on  the  Commons.  The  "Liberty  Boys"  again 
appeared  in  force,  and  after  a  severe  conflict  succeeded  in  driv- 
mg  the  assixilants  to  their  barracks,  after  disarming  a  portion 
of  their 'number,  severely  wounding  others,  and  capturing  and 
imprisoning  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  afiair  of  the  preceding 
day. 

9.  Thus  terminated  the  earliest  contest  in  which  blood  was 
shed,  which  ushered  in  the  American  Revolution  ;  and  although 
no  lives  are  known  to  have  been  lost,  yet  the  firm  stand  made 
by  the  mass  of  the  citizens,  unarmed  and  undisciplined,  ap:ainst 
an  armed  and  trained  foreijrn  soldiery  imposed  upon  them 
ag-ainst  their  will  suflicicntly  served  to  indicate  the  irrepressible 
spirit  which  animated  the  colonists,  and  to  warn  their  haughty 
oppressors  of  the  diini^er  of  persistence  in  their  fatal  policy. 

10.  Governor  Colden  in  his  despatches  to  the  EuLclish  Govern- 
ment, detailing  the  events  we  have  related,  attributed  their  oc- 
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currcnce  to  the  violence  of  party  faction,  promoted  by  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Crown,  chiefly  Dissenters  or  Independents  from  New 
England  of  republican  principles,  while  the  friends  of  Govern- 
ment were  chiefly  connected  with  the  English,  Lutheran,  and 
Dutch  churches,  with  a  sprinkling  of  Presbyterians.  The  re- 
pugnance of  the  popular  leaders  to  the  demands  of  the  Crown 
for  the  support  of  the  soldiers  is  specially  adverted  to,  and  high 
commendation  bestowed  upon  the  officers  and  magistrates  for 
their  exertions  in  quelling  the  disturbances. 

1 1.  The  petition  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  for  permission  to  erect 
another  Liberty  Pole  in  the  place  of  the  one  cut  down  having 
been  refused  by  the  Common  Council,  Lamb  and  his  associates 
purchased  a  site  near  the  former  one,  and  on  the  Gth  of  Febru- 
;.rv  i^l-::it,d  if  ti^i.^h'.  ^■■■\^_\  -  I'  M  ,^  1  |v.  . 
crty,"  amid  the  acclamations  of  the  people  and  tiie  cheering 
strains  of  music.  The  Sons  of  Libertj'  established  their  head- 
quarters on  the  present  site  of  the  Herald  office,  in  a  building 
to  which  they  gave  the  appropriate  name  of  Hampden  Hall. 

12.  On  the  29th  of  March  a  final  attack  was  made  upon  the 
Liberty  Pole  by  the  soldiers  who  were  alwut  embarking  for 
Pensncola,  whither  they  were  desirous  of  transporting  a  portion 
of  its  timber  as  a  trophy.  The  Liberty  Boys  speedily  rallied  to 
its  defence,  driving  its  assailants  to  their  barracks.  Pioinforccd, 
the  party,  fifteen  in  number,  returned  with  forty  of  their  com- 
rades, and  charged  the  citizens,  who  retreated  to  their  hull, 
which  was  immediately  suiTounded  by  the  soldiers,  and  an  en- 
trance by  force  attempted,  with  infuriated  denunciations  of  ven- 
geance. The  alann-bell  was  rung,  the  citizens  flew  to  arms,  and, 
apprehensive  of  a  recurrence  of  the  conflict  at  Golden  Plill,  the 
oflicers  of  the  garrison  hastened  to  withdraw  their  forces.  The 
troops  embarked  on  the  3d  of  May  w^ithout  their  coveted 
prize,  which  remained  thenceforth  unmolested  until  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  city  by  the  P>ritish  in  177(),  when  it  was  again  lev- 
elled by  the  orders  of  the  infamous  Provost-Marshal  Cunning- 
ham. 

13.  Soon  after  the  departure  of  the  troops,  the  Sons  of  Lib- 
erty, learning  of  the  visit  of  one  ilo;:ers,  a  Boston  mere  li  iut. 
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who  had  been  posted  by  his  fellow-citizens  for  a  violation  of  the 
non-importation  agToement,  and  suspecting  his  intentions,  pa- 
raded his  effigy  in  procession  through  tlie  streets,  suspended  on  a 
gallows,  and  with  four  or  five  thousand  citizens  proceeded  to  his 
residence  with  the  view  of  further  honors.  Finding  him  absent, 
and  being  informed  of  his  contemplated  depaii;m*e  for  Philadel- 
phia, they  apprised  their  brethren  there  of  his  intentions,  re- 
questing at  their  hands  a  wortliy  welcome.  Rogers,  however, 
deferred  his  visit,  and  returned  tcmficd  to  Boston. 

14.  The  act  of  Parliament  of  17G7,  imposing  additional  du- 
ties on  the  colonies,  having  been  repealed  with  the  exception  of 
the  tax  on  tea,  a  general  committee  of  one  hundred  of  the  lead- 
ing inhabitants  of  the  city  and  ;  nn-In''f^  v-tv.:  f  ■••-;>  :.,]  t;!'j 
noii-iiii|'L»rtati(.«n  iu^Tceineiit,  so  h)ng  and  so  faithfully  adhered 
to  by  the  merchants  of  New  York  at  a  heavy  pecimiaiy  sacrifice, 
■was  now  restricted  to  the  sin-do  article  of  tea.  The  patriotic 
Sons  of  Liberty,  however,  and  their  adherents  among  the  popu- 
lar party,  declined  to  sanction  tliis  compromise,  and  continued 
their  opposition  to  the  principle  still  involved  in  the  act,  not- 
withstanding the  diminution  of  tl\e  pecuniary  demand. 

15.  On  the  25th  of  October,  Colden  was  superseded  by  Lord 
Dunmore.  The  Assembly  was  informed  of  the  royal  approval 
of  the  bill  for  the  issue  of  colonial  bills  of  credit,  and  the  re- 
newal of  the  required  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

troops.  In  January  of  the  succeeding  year,  IMcDougall 
was  brought  before  that  body  to  answer  to  the  indictment 
pending  against  him.  On  his  rofus^il  to  acknowledge  the  au- 
thorship of  the  alleged  libel,  he  was  required  by  the  Assembly 
to  give  a  definitive  answer.  "  The  House  has  declared  the  paper 
a  libel,"  he  boldly  replied,  "and  the  law  does  not  require  me  to 
criminate  myself." 

16.  De  Noyellis,  the  prosecutor,  insisted  that  the  House  had 
power  to  extort  an  answer  and  to  punish  him  for  contumacy. 
"  The  House  has  power  to  throw  the  prisoner  over  the  bar  or 
out  of  the  window,''  observed  (ieorge  Clinton,  the  future  Gov- 
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crnor  of  New  York,  "  but  the  public  will  doubt  the  justice  of 
the  proceediug."  A  written  answer  heaving  been  refused,  on  the 
allegation  that  it  reflected  on  the  dignity  of  the  body,  the  in- 
trepid Clinton  indignantly  exclaimed,  "  The  dignity  of  the  House 
would  be  better  supported  by  justice  than  by  overstrained  au- 
thority." McDougall  was  recommitted  to  prison,  where  he  re- 
mained but  a  short  time  before  he  obtained  his  release  through 
the  efforts  of  his  friends. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

GOVEBNORS  TrTON  AND  COLDEX. — Tax  ON'  Tea.  —  TiTE  "  MoUAWKS  " 

AND  Sons  of  Liberty.  —  Boarding  of  the  Tea-Ships. 

1.  Lord  Dunmore  having  been  transferred  to  Virginia, 
William  Tryox  was  duly  commissioned  as  Governor  in  his  ' 
Stead.  On  his  arrival  early  in  July,  he  was  favorably  received 
by  the  people,  signalizing  his  accession,  however,  as  did  his  prede- 
cessor, by  a  refusal  to  accept  any  income  from  the  Assembly, 
preferring  to  rely  for  support  exclusively  upon  his  Majesty,  and 
the  disposition  by  the  government  of  the  colonial  taxes.  The 
quiet  of  the  city  and  province  remained  undisturbed  for  a  con- 
siderable period  after  Tryon's  assumption  of  his  duties,  although 
the  revolutionary  spirit  was  rapidly  increasing  in  depth  and 
earnestness. 

2.  The  persistent  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  colonies 
to  import,  purchase,  or  in  any  manner  to  use  tea,  the 
only  remaining  commodity  on  which  an  impost  was  demanded 
by  the  British  Government,  induced  Parliament,  on  tlic  urgent 
representations  of  tlie  East  India  Company,  to  remit  all  export 
duties  payable  by  the  Company  in  England,  and  to  insist  only 
upon  a  tax  of  threepence  per  pound  payable  on  its  arrival  in 
AmcriciX. 

3.  Large  shipments  of  tea  having  been  prepared  for  the  colo- 
nies under  the  expectation  that  tlie  trilling  duties  demanded  t)y 
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the  new  act  would  secure  a  ready  sale,  the  irrepressible  Sons  of 
Liberty  again  rallied  their  forces,  sternly  prohibiting  the  in- 
troduction under  any  pretence  of  the  obnoxious  article,  and 
delegating  an  association  of  their  number,  known  as  "  Mo- 
hawks," to  superintend  the  arrival  of  ships  freighted  wholly  or 
in  part  with  this  cargo. 

4.  Alarmed  at  these  decided  demonstrations  of  the  popular 
leaders,  the  Tea-Commissioners  appointed  for  New  York  at 
once  resigned  their  commissions  ;  and  even  the  foreign  tea- 
merchants  began  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  shipments  to  the 
colonies ;  but  being  reassured  by  a  renegade  merchant  of  New 
Yprk  that  all  opposition  would  be  promptly  quelled  by  the  new 
Governor,  who  was  a  man  of  decision  and  energy,  they  deter- 
mined to  venture  upon  the  cxporimont. 

5.  On  the  27th  of  November  the  Sons  of  Liberty  formally 
renewed  their  organization  and  adopted  a  series  of  spirited  reso- 
lutions, denouncing  as  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America  any 
person  aiding  or  abetting  in  any  way  the  introduction,  pur- 
chase, or  use  of  tea,  and  declaring  that  whether  the  duties  im- 
posed by  the  act  were  paid  in  Croat  Britain  or  America,  the 
liberties  of  the  colonies  were  equally  aftccted.  On  the  IGth 
of  December,  the  same  day  on  which  the  Boston  tea-party 
took  place,  these  resolutions  were  again  promulgated  in  imme- 
diate anticipation  of  the  landing  of  a  cargo  from  England. 
Governor  Try  on  made  an  incftectual  eflbrt  to  secure  its  introduc- 
tion by  promising  that  after  its  formal  reception  the  tea  should 
be  returned  to  the  ships  ;  but  the  excited  inhabitants,  headed 
by  John  Lamb,  unanimously  refused  to  permit  its  landing. 

G.  The  ship,  in  tlie  mean  while,  delayed  by  adverse 
'  *  ■  winds,  foiled  to  make  her  appearance  ;  and  on  the  7th  of 
April  of  the  ensuing  year,  Try  on,  leaving  the  government  again 
in  the  hands  of  Colden,  set  sail  for  England.  On  the  18th  the 
long-expected  vessel  —  the  Nancy,  Captain  Lockyer  —  arrived 
off  Sandy  Hook  with  a  cargo  of  tea  for  the  port.  The  pilots, 
under  the  directions  of  the  Vigilnnce  Committee,  detained  the 
vessel  in  the  Lower  Bay,  while  several  of  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded on  board  and  took  pos.-:cs.sion.    The  captain  was  per- 
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mittcd,  under  a  strong  escort,  to  consult  with  the  consignee, 
wlio  at  once  refused  to  receive  the  cargo,  and  advised  its 
prompt  return  to  England. 

7.  On  the  2 2d,  Captain  Chambers,  a  recreant  New-Yorker, 
arrived  in  the  harbor  with  the  ship  London,  and  was  immediate- 
ly boarded  by  two  of  the  members  of  the  committee.  On  his 
assurance  that  he  had  no  tea  on  board,  and  the  exhibition  of 
his  papers,  confirming  this  statement,  he  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  city.  On  reaching  the  wharf,  the  vessel  was  again 
boarded  by  the  committee,  who  demanded  a  thorough  search 
for  the  obnoxious  article.  Driven  to  bay  by  their  determined 
vigilance,  Chambers  finally  admitted  the  possession  of  tea,  al- 
legincr,  however,  that  it  was  his  own  on  a  private  venture,  and 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Corapany.  At  eight  in  the  even- 
ing the  vessel  was  again  boarded  by  a  vast  crowd  of  the  ex- 
cited inhabitants,  the  hatches  forced  open,  eighteen  chests  of 
tea  brought  upon  deck,  opened,  and  their  contents  emptied  into 
the  river.  No  attempt  at  disguise  or  concealment  was  made  ; 
and  the  people  at  an  early  hour  quietly  dispersed  without  fur- 
ther violence. 

8.  The  next  morning,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  of  the  Vigilance 
Committee,  the  citizens  assembled  in  front  of  the  Coft'ee  House 
in  Wall  Street,  where  Lockyer  was  lodging,  and  amid  tlie 
ringing  of  bells,  firing  of  cannon,  display  of  flairs,  and  the 
music  of  the  city  bands,  conducted  him  to  a  boat  at  the  (vol 
of  the  street,  whence,  with  his  companion  Chambers,  under  the 
escort  of  a  less  ceremonious  committee,  he  was  taken  on  ninird 
the  Nancy,  and,  accompanied  by  the  vigilant  representatives 
of  the  popular  feeling  three  leagues  beyond  Sandy  Hook,  tiiey 
took  a  polite  leave  of  their  entertainers  and  proceeded  on  their 
outward  voyage. 

9.  On  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  on  the  10th  of  May,  in  re- 
sponse to  an  invitation  fmm  the  patriots  of  Boston  for  a  re- 
newal of  the  non-importation  agreement,  a  corresponding  com- 
mittee of  fifty-one  of  the  leading  inhabitants  was  formed,  and  a 
sub-committee,  consisting  of  xVlexandcr  ^IcDougall,  Isaac  Lnw, 
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James  Diiane,  and  John  Jay,  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to 
the  Bostonians.  This  committee,  deeming  a  renewal  of  tho 
non-importation  agTcement  inexpedient  under  existing  circum- 
stances, recommended  a  General  Congress  of  deputies  from  the 
colonies  for  the  consideration  of  public  affairs.  At  a  public 
meeting  on  the  6th  of  July,  presided  over  by  McDougall,  and 
at  which  Alexander  Hamilton,  then  a  youth  of  seventeen,  and 
a  student  of  King's  College,  made  his  first  appearance  as  an 
orator,  the  non-importation  agi-eemcnt  was  renewed,  notwith- 
standing the  opposition  of  the  committee,  their  recommenda- 
tion of  a  Colonial  Congress  adopted,  and  resolutions  strongly 
sympathizing  with  the  Bostonians  under  the  arbitrary  tyranny 
of  England  unanimously  passed. 

10.  The  second  Colonial  Congress  accordingly  assembled  at 
Philadelphia  early  in  Sc'[)tembcr,  New  Yoric  being  represented 
by  Philip  Livingston,  John  Alsop,  Isaac  Low,  James  Duane, 
and  John  Jay,  appointed  by  tho  committee  of  fifty -one,  in  con- 
junction with  a  committee  of  mechanics.  This  body  adopted 
a  Declaration  of  Rights  and  Privileges  drawn  up  by  Jay,  pro- 
testing against  standing  armies  and  parliamentary  taxation,  and 
declaring  the  various  obnoxious  acts  passed  since  the  accession 
of  the  present  monarch  infringements  of  their  rights  and  uncon- 
stitutional. They  also  leagued  themselves  into  a  non-importa- 
tion association,  pledging  themselves  to  import  no  goods  from 
Great  Britain  or  its  dejtcndencics  until  ,the  repeal  of  these  acts. 

11.  The  Assembly,  althouudi  a  majority  of  its  mera- 
bers  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  afford  their  sanction 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Colonial  Congress,  addressed,  never- 
theless, a  stroncj:  remonstrance  to  Parliament  against  its  harsh 
and  severe  treatment  of  the  C(^lonics,  in  terms  so  distasteful  to 
that  body  that  the  ministry  refused  to  receive  it.  On  the  3d  of 
April,  1775,  the  Assembly  adjounicd,  and  was  never  afterwards 
convoked.  The  first  Provincial  Cou'zress,  consisting  of  delegates 
from  the  several  counties,  assembled  in  their  stead  on  tho  20th 
of  April,  and  appointed  five  delocrates  to  the  first  Continental 
Congress,  which  convened  at  Philadelpbia  in  the  ensuing  month. 
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12.  Or  the  ?2d  of  !Miiy  the  Provincial  Congress,  consisting  of 
ftlmut  seventy  n:i,cmbei's,  again  convened  at  New  York.  Two 
ic'^nmcnts  were  authorized  to  be  raised  ;  bounties  were  offered 
for  the  mtinafact lire  of  gunpowder  and  muskets;  fortifications 
at  Kingsbridgc  and  the  Highlands  were  projected,  and  Pliilip 
Schuyler  and  Kichard  Montgomery  were  recommended  to  the 
Continental  Congress  as  Major  and  Brigadier  Generals.  After 
dclcgiiting  ^heir  powers  to  a  committee  of  safety  they  ad- 
journed early  in  September. 

13.  A  short  time  previous  to  these  events  the  seventy-four- 
gnm  ship  Asia  had  been  ordered  from  Boston  and  anchored  off 
the  Battery,  vith  her  gims  pointed  against  the  city.  The  re- 
moval of  the  troops  to  Boston,  preparatory  to  a  large  reinforce- 
ment, rendered  the  erection  of  additional  Viarraclvs  in  tliat  city 
necessiiry,  for  which  the  mutinous  inhabitants  decliuovl  iV^rni-h- 
hig  the  requisite  materials.  New  York  was  applied  to  for  aid  ; 
but  the  vigilaiit  Sons  of  Liberty  peremptorily  forbade  any  ef- 
forts in  that  direction.  A  vessel  was,  however,  fitted  out  for 
that  purpose  in  the  harbor  :  and  the  patriots,  headed  by  John 
Lamb,  Marinus  "Willctt,  and  Isaac  Sears,  resolved  to  seize  the 
ship  and  prevent  her  voyage.  The  citizens  were  requested  to 
provide  themselves  with  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
Sears,  the  principal  instigator  of  this  daring  movement,  was  ar- 
rested and  brought  before  the  Mayor,  but,  on  his  refusal  to  give 
bail,  was  committed.  On  his  way  to  prison,  however,  he  was 
forcibly  rescued  by  the  people,  and  conducted  in  triumph 
through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city. 

14.  On  the  receipt,  soon  after,  of  intelligence  of  the  battle  of 
Lexington,  all  business  was  at  once  suspended  ;  the  patriotic 
Sons  of  Liberty  took  possession  of  the  City  Hall,  distributed 
the  arms  and  ammunition  found  there  and  at  the  arsenal 
among  the  citizens,  a  portion  of  whom  organized  a  volunteer 
corp<?  under  the  command  of  Samuel  Broome,  and  assumed  the 
temporary  government  of  the  city.  They  obtained  possession 
of  the  Custom  House,  which  they  at  once  closed,  laid  an  cm- 
barijro  upon  the  English  vessels  in  the  port  destined  for  the 

SiH^ond  Provincial  Con'zrc"^^.  —  Arrival  of  tlie  Asia.  —  Distiirliaiicrs  in 
the  city.  —  Receipt  of  ncwii  of  the  battle  of  Lexington.  —  Frocecdin-s  of  the 
Sous  of  Liberty. 
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eastern  colonies,  and  relieved  them  of  eighty  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  provisions  and  supplies  for  the  British  army. 

15.  On  the  5th  of  May,  a  Provisional  Government,  consist- 
ing of  one  hundred  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  was  organized 
by  the  citizens,  and  the  municipal  affairs  of  the  city  placed 
under  their  absolute  control  until  the  Continental  Congi'ess 
should  otherwise  order.  A  large  body  of  troops  being  on  their 
way  to  the  city,  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden  was  soon  after- 
wards requested  to  use  his  influence  with  General  Gage,  then 
in  command  in  the  city,  to  prevent  their  landing.  The  Con- 
gress, however,  recommended  that  permission  for  their  land- 
ing should  not  be  withheld,  while  no  fortification  should  be  al- 
lowed to  be  constructed,  and  all  warlike  stores  be  removed  from 
the  town,  and  a  safe  retreat  provided  for  the  women  and  chil- 
dren in  the  event  of  a  siege. 

16.  In  the  mean  time  the  patriots  under  the  direction  of 
their  daring  leader,  John  Lamb,  havhig  procured  a  vessel  from 
Connecticut,  had  taken  possession  of  a  quantity  of  military 
stores  belonging  to  the  royal  troops,  at  Turtle  Bay,  near  the 
foot  of  the  present  Forty-Seventh  Street  on  the  Hudson,  a 
portion  of  which  was  despatched  to  tlie  army  at  Cambridge,  and 
the  residue  reserved  for  future  use.  Some  other  demonstrations 
of  the  popular  feeling  occurring  soon  after,  the  Provisional  Con- 
gress requested  General  Wooster  to  take  up  his  head-quarters 
near  the  city,  where  he  accordingly,  early  in  June,  encamped 
with  his  troops  at  Harlem. 

17.  The  royal  trooj)s,  having  been  soon  afterwards  ordered  to 
repair  to  Boston,  were  pennittod  by  the  Provisional  Government 
to  depart,  with  the  stipulation  that  they  should  take  nothing 
with  them  but  their  own  arms  and  accoutrements.  Disregard- 
ing this  express  restriction,  they  proceeded  to  the  place  of  em- 
barkation in  Broad  Street  with  a  largo  quantity  of  military 
stores  belonging  to  the  city.  Here,  however,  they  were  met  by 
Colonel  r^Iarinus  Willett  and  John  Morin  Scott,  who,  notwith- 
standing the  opposition  of  their  leader  and  the  remonstrances 
of  the  Mayor  and  (louveriieur  Mon-is,  who  supf)oscd  full  |)crmis- 

Provisioniil  Government  of  the  city.  —  I'arriotic  deinonstnuions.  —  Cap- 
ture of  Hmin'.Hiitiou  at  Turtle  Bay.  —  Cicneral  Wooster  encamps  at  Har- 
lem.—  Erabarkatioa  of  the  royal  troops  for  Boston. 


ETHAN  ALLEN  AT  TICONDEROGA. 


97 


sion  had  been  given  bv  the  authorities,  succeeded  with  the  aid 
of  the  citizens,  who  had  by  this  time  assembled,  in  turning  them 
back,  and  regainmg  the  arms.  Having  secured  the  stores  in  a 
safe  place,  the  soldiers  were  escorted  to  the  wharf,  where  they 
embarked  amid  the  hisses  and  execrations  of  the  crowd. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Capture  of  Ticoxderoga  and  Crown  Point. —  Washington  x9- 
6DME^  Command  of  the  Army.  —  Governor  Tryon's  Audication. 
—  Invasion  of  Canada.  —  Siege  of  Qleuec  and  Death  of  Mont' 

GOMERY. 

1.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  May,  1775,  Colonel 
Ethan  Allen  of  Vermont,  aided  by  Captain  Benedict 
Arnold,  having  with  a  force  of  eighty- three  men  crossed  over 
Lake  Champlain  from  the  Vermont  shore  during  the  preced- 
ing night,  attacked  the  strong  fortifications  of  Ticondcroga,  and, 
after  a  brief  conflict  with  the  surprised  garrison,  demanded  and 
effected  its  surrender  "in  the  name  of  the  Great  .Jehovah  and 
the  Continental  Congress."  One  hundred  and  eighty-two  can- 
non and  a  large  quantity  of  military  stores  were  captured  with 
the  garrison,  as  the  result  of  this  bold  and  daring  enterprise. 
On  the  succeeding  day,  Colonel  Setii  Warner,  of  Vermont,  oIh 
tained  possession  of  Crown  Point,  with  its  garrison  and  a  hun- 
dred and  eleven  pieces  of  artillery.  This  gallant  enterpr  se 
seems  to  have  been  originally  suggested  by  Colonel  John  Brown 
of  Massachusetts. 

2.  On  the  25th  of  June,  eight  days  after  the  battle  of 
Bimker  Hill,  Washington,  having  been  commissioned  by  tlic 
Continental  Congress  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  tlie  American 
armies,  passed  through  Xew  York  on  his  way  to  his  head- 
quarters at  Cambridge,  whither  he  was  escorted  by  tiie  provin- 
cial mditia,  and  where,  on  the  3d  of  July,  he  assumed  the  com- 
mand. Tryon  on  the  moniing  of  the  day  Washington  left  tho 
city  resumed  his  official  duties  as  Governor,  and  was  accorded  a 

Recapture  of  arms  hy  tlie  citizens.  —  Capture  of  TiconderoL::^  «nil  Crown 
Point  — Washington  assumes  command  of  the  army.  —  Return  of  Gov- 
ernor Tryon. 
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favorable  reception  by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation ;  although 
such  was  the  clianged  sentiment  of  the  city,  that,  while  nom- 
inally according  him  all  the  respect  due  to  his  position,  the 
Provincial  Congress  in  their  midst  secin'ed  their  ready  and  im- 
plicit obedience. 

3.  Three  thousand  men  were  ordered  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  be  raised  by  the  colony  of  New  York  as  her  quota 
of  the  troops  for  the  public  defence.  Four  regiments  were  ac- 
cordingly raised  under  the  authority  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
and  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Alexander  McDou- 
gall,  Gozen  Van  Schaick,  James  Clinton,  and  Colonel  Holmes. 
John  Lamb  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  an  artillery  and 
Marinus  Willett  of  an  infmtry  company.  Sears  and  others  of 
the  "  Liberty  Boys  "  joined  the  ranks. 

4.  The  Provincial  Congress,  desiring  the  guns  of  the  fort 
on  the  Battery  for  the  fortifications  of  the  Highlands,  and  re- 
garding their  present  position  as  unfavorable  to  the  patriotic 
cause,  directed  their  removal  accordingly.  Captain  Lamb,  on 
the  night  of  the  23d  of  August,  proceeded  to  the  execution 
of  this  order  with  a  party  of  tlie  Sons  of  Liberty  and  a  number 
of  citizens,  including  Alexander  Hamilton.  While  thus  engaged 
a  shot  was  fired  from  a  barge  of  the  ship-of-war  Asia,  stationed 
near  the  shore  ;  and  on  the  fire  being  returned  by  Lamb,  killing 
one  of  the  crew  and  wounding  several  others,  a  heavy  can- 
nonade was  opened  upon  the  town  by  the  ship,  inflicting  con- 
siderable damage  upon  the  buildiuLTS  near  the  Battery  and 
severely  wounding  some  of  the  inhaliitants.  The  Liberty  Boys, 
undismayed  by  this  formidable  attack,  coolly  persevered  in  their 
work  until  it  was  completed  and  the  guns  safely  removed. 

5.  The  commander  of  the  Asia,  on  the  ensuing  day,  for- 
warded a  despatch  to  the  Mayor,  demanding  satisfaction  for 
the  murder  of  one  of  his  crew,  A  desultory  correspondence 
followed  the  receipt  of  this  dcman<l,  when  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress put  an  end  to  it  by  declarincr  that,  as  the  Asia  had  seen 
fit  to  cannonade  the  city,  she  must  henceforth  obtain  her  sup- 

Or^aniz.Ttion  of  four  rotrimrnts  .t^  the  qnora  of  Now  Yfirk.  —  Removal  of 
the  ^uns  on  the  Ratrorv.  —  Cannonade  of  the  city  hy  tlic  Asia  sloop-of- 
war.  —  Dispoaitiou  of  the  demands  for  satiafuctiou  of  the  caiuionade  of  the 
Asia. 
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plies  from  some  other  source.  Mctanwhile  the  Governor,  finding 
his  position  growing  daily  more  unsatisfactory  and  perilous,  de- 
termined to  abandon  the  city,  and  took  refuge  on  board  tho 
Asia.  His  organ  and  that  of  the  royalists — lUvington's  New 
York  Gazette  —  having  excited'  the  ire  of  the  patriots.  Captain 
Soars,  with  a  party  of  light-horse,  on  the  4th  of  December 
proceeded  to  its  demolition,  destroying  the  press  and  scattering 
the  types.  The  proprietor  sailed  for  England,  whence,  how- 
ever, on  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  British  troops,  he 
returned  and  resumed  the  publication  of  his  journal. 

6.  On  the  27th  of  June  the  Continental  Congress  directed 
General  Philip  Schuyler  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  in  con- 
junction with  Colonels  Arnold  and  Hiimian  to  place  the  fortifica- 
tions at  that  post  ni  a  cfjiiiplcLc  ^la'ic  ot  iioicnce,  .lud  ;iiLijr'.v,a'>ls, 
if  found  practicable,  to  take  military  possession  of  St.  John's, 
Montreal,  or  any  other  portions  of  Canada  which  he  might  deem 
important  to  the  interests  of  the  colonies.  Schuyler,  under 
these  instructions,  reached  Ticonderoga  on  the  18th  of  July, 
and,  after  making  suitable  provisions  for  its  defence,  despatched 
an  agent  to  Canada  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  inhal> 
itants,  and  the  number  and  condition  of  the  royal  forces. 

7.  General  Montgomery,  with  a  force  of  twelve  hundred  men, 
left  Crown  Point  on  the  31st  of  August,  and  beiuL'  joined  on. 
the  4th  of  September  by  Schuyler,  with  about  a  thousand 
troops,  the  latter  advanced  on  the  6th  against  St.  John's,  Imt, 
meeting  with  a  formidable  opposition,  withdrew  and  re-embarked 
his  troops  on  the  succeeding  morning.  Having  l»een  reinforced 
by  seven  hundred  men  from  New  York  and  Connecticut,  a 
second  attempt  upon  St.  John's  was  made,  imder  the  connnand 
of  Montgomery  on  the  10th,  wliich  was  again  frustrated  by  tho 
cowardice  of  the  troops.  General  Schuyler  being  compelled  by 
sickness  to  return  to  Ticonderoga,  Montiromery  assumed  the 
command  of  the  expedition  on  the  10th,  and  on  the  same  day 
was  joined  by  Colonel  Seth  Warner,  with  one  hundred  and 
seventy  Green  "Mountain  boys.  On  the  10th  of  October  tlie 
fort  at  Chanibly,  twelve  miles  below  St.  John's,  was  captured  by 
ilajors  Drown  and  LiviuL^ston. 


Governor  Trvon's  ahdirntion.  —  Dcinolition  of  Kivingtoa's  press.  —  Prcp- 
oratious  for  an  invasion  of  Canada. 
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8.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  2d  of  November,  that 
St.  John's  was  surrendered,  after  a  series  of  misfortunes  and 
miscarriages  which  would  have  discouraged  a  less  determined 
spirit.  Five  hundred  regulars  and  one  hundred  Canadians,  with 
forty  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  quantity  of  naval  stores,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors.  Two  parties  sent  to  the  relief  of  the 
fort  by  General  Carleton,  the  British  commander,  one  of  which 
was  headed  by  himself,  were  defeated  by  Colonel  Warner  and 
Majors  Brown  and  Livingston.  Major  John  Andre,  whose  subse- 
quent history  is  well  known,  was  one  of  the  prisoners  taken  at 
the  fort.  Colonel  Allen,  in  tlie  mean  time,  acting  wholly  witli- 
out  authority  from  Schuyler  or  Montgomcrv',  had  involved  him- 
self in  a  series  of  disi\strous  failures  in  an  attack  upon  Mon- 
tn;n,1.  resiiltini;-  in  his       ture  aiid  prt^lcjiiLred  imprisonment. 

9.  General  Montgomery  then  proceeded  to  Montreal,  which 
city,  after  intercepting  and  defeating  a  strong  naval  and  military 
force  under  the  command  of  Generals  Carleton  and  Prescott, 
was  surrendered  to  him  on  tlie  12th  of  November.  In  the 
mean  time  General  Washin<j:ton  had,  about  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, despatched  Arnold  with  a  force  of  about  two  thousand 
men,  by  the  route  of  tlie  Kennebec  River,  against  Quebec. 
After  incredible  hardships  and  fatigue  the  troops  reached  Point 
Levi,  opposite  the  city,  on  the  8th  of  November,  and,  having 
been  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  from  St. 
John's,  crossed  the  river  on  tlie  l.^th,  and  wore  drav/n  up  on  the 
Plains  of  Abraham,  where  they  awaited  the  answer  of  the  gam- 
son  to  their  repeated  demands  for  surrender. 

10.  Learning,  however,  of  the  ajiproach  of  an  armed  vessel 
to  the  relief  of  the  city,  Arnold  on  the  19th  withdrew  his  forces 
a  short  distance  up  the  river,  to  await  the  arrival  of  Montgom- 
ery, who  on  the  3d  of  December  joined  him  with  a  strrmg  rein- 
forcement. The  combined  army  inmiediately  moved  down  tlie 
river  to  Quebec,  and  on  the  next  day  took  up  their  position  op- 
posite the  city,  where  vigorous  preparations  had  been  made  by 
Carleton,  who  had  cscnped  from  Montreal,  ft>r  their  reception. 
A  spirited  but  iueflcctual  bombardment  was  ke[)t  up  for  several 
days  by  the  besiegers,  when  on  the  IGth  a  detinitive  plan  of 


Sicj,^e  nnd  ca{)tare  of  St.  John's.  —  Disastrous  expedition  of  Allen. — 
Siege  of  Quebec  by  Arnold  and  Montgomery. 
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opc nit  ions  was  n,i  cacged  by  Montgomery  for  a  final  and  decisive 
assault. 

11.  In  conseOj^uence,  however,  of  the  treachery  of  deserters, 
a  change  iu  tiiis  plan  became  necessary.  Major  Brown  and 
Colonel  Livingston  were  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  two 
feints  on  the  upper  town  ;  Arnold,  with  Lamb's  artillery,  was 
ordered  to  attack  the  suburbs  on  the  north  ;  while  Montgomery 
in  person  was  to  attack  the  lower  town,  with  tiie  consolidated 
forces,  upon  tiieir  junction. 

12.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  midst  of  a  furious  storm  of  wind  and  snow,  the 
troops  took  up  their  respective  lines  of  march.  Montgomery,  at 
the  head  of  liis  detachment,  descended  from  the  Heights  of 
Abraiiam  tuv/arJ  rlit-  lower  town,  v.-li^ri^  encountering  a  M"'"k- 
Louse  of  hewed  logs,  flanked  by  a  strong  stockade,  with  his 
own  hand  he  sawed  off  the  posts  of  the  latter,  and  at  the  head 
of  his  party  entered  the  opening.  At  that  moment  the  occu- 
pants of  the  block-house  discharged  against  the  assailants  a 
three-pounder  loaded  with  gi'ape,  instantly  killing  every  person 
who  had  entered,  with  the  exception  of  the  French  guide,  in- 
cludinor  General  Moutsromerv  and  both  his  aids.  The  remainder 
of  the  party,  appalled  by  this  disaster,  immediately  fell  back 
hastily  and  retreated  to  their  quarters. 

13.  Meanwhile  the  intrepid  Arnold  led  his  men  through 
a  succession  of  heavy  snow-drifts  to  the  foot  of  the  cliff  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  where  a  battery  was  erected  for  the  defence 
of  the  suburbs.  Advancing  to  its  attack  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  he  was  disabled  by  a  musket-shot  in  the  knee,  and 
conveyed  from  the  field.  Captain  Morgan,  assuming  the  com- 
mand, carried  the  batters',  amid  a  storm  of  musketry  and 
grape-shot,  and  immediately  commenced  an  assault  upon  a 
second  battery,  which  he  also  carried  after  a  fierce  contest  of 
three  hours.  Carleton,  however,  with  a  heavy  force,  now  ap- 
peared in  his  rear,  and  the  gallant  Morgan,  finding  liimself  un- 
supported and  surrounded  was  couipelled  to  surrender,  le  tving 
a  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  heroic  band  killed  or  wounded,  and  a 
large  number  of  prisoners,  including''  Captain  Lamb,  Major  Ug- 
don,  Aaron  Burr,  and  Ca]itain  Oswald. 


Death  of  ^[ont5ofaery,  and  defeat  of  Captain  Morgan. 
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14.  General  Carleton,  after  making  suitable  provision  for  the 
disposition  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  with  a  chivalry  which  re- 
flects high  credit  on  his  character,  directed  special  honors  to  be 
paid  to  the  remains  of  his  gallant  enemy,  General  Montgcmery, 
■svhich  were  buried,  under  the  personal  superintendence  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  within  the  walls  of  the  city.  Forty-two 
years  later  they  were  removed,  by  order  of  the  Legislature  of 
New  York,  to  St.  Paul's  Church  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where 
they  now  repose  under  a  monumental  tablet,  erected  under  the 
directions  of  Congress  as  a  lasting  record  of  his  bravery  and 
worth. 

15.  Colonel  Arnold  assumed  the  command  of  the  remain- 

1 776 

ing  troops, and  havinurwithdniwn  from  tlic  immediate  nci'jh- 
borhoud  of  tiio  city,  liuairvd  the  urrivai  of  General  Woostcr,  who, 
in  Aprd  of  the  ensuing  year,  renewed  the  siege.  After  a  series 
of  ineffectual  efforts  to  effect  an  entrance,  the  troops,  on  the 
approach  of  General  Burgoyne  early  in  ^lay,  w^ith  heavy  rein- 
forcements, hastily  retreated,  leaving  their  stores  and  sick  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Thus  terminated  this  bold  and  daring 
but  disastrous  invasion  of  Canada,  —  a  residt  due  more  to  the 
insubordination  and  want  of  discipline  of  a  portion  of  the  troops, 
the  absence  of  necessary  suppHes,  and  the  inefficiency  of  some 
of  the  officers,  than  to  any  deficiency  in  its  conception,  or  want 
of  ability  or  heroic  bravery  in  its  galhmt  commanders. 

Honors  to  the  memory  of  ]\  Ion  roomer  v.  —  Continuance  of  the  siecrc  hy 
Arnold  and  Wooster.  —  ^Urivai  of  liurgo^  ac,  aud  retreat  of  the  Ameiicaa 
troops. 


THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR, 


103 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Declaration  of  Indepexdence.  —  Ixvestmekt  of  the  City  op  New 
York  by  the  British.  —  Battle  of  Long  Island.  —  Ketkeat  of 
THE  Americans  to  Harlem  Heights  and  Kingsbuidge.  —  Execu- 
tion of  Nathan  Hale.  —  Battle  of  White  Plains.  —  Capture  of 
IToRTS  Washington  and  Lee.  —  Keireat  through  New  Jersey. 

1.  General  Washington  having,  about  the  middle  of 
March,  1776,  forced  the  British  troops  under  Howe  to  "  ' 
evacuate  Boston,  whence  they  sailed  for  Halifax,  and  apprehen- 
sive of  an  intended  attack  upon  Nev\'  York  by  the  forces  under 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  made  immediate  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  that  city.  General  Charles  Lee,  who  had  coniniandod  the 
American  forces  since  tlie  departure  of  Wooster  in  Juniiarv, 
having  been  ordered  to  Charleston,  General  Putnam  was  as- 
signed to  duty  in  his  place.  Clinton,  aware  of  the  spirited 
preparations  for  his  reception,  passed  down  the  harbor  with  his 
troops,  and  proceeded  south  to  the  attack  of  Charleston. 

2.  General  Washington,  with  the  main  body  of  his  army, 
arrived  in  the  city  in  April,  and  proceeded  to  fortify  the  town 
and  its  vicinity,  together  with  the  passes  of  the  Highlands  on  the 
Hudson.  On  the  2.5th  of  June  General  Hovre  appeared  before 
the  city  with  a  fleet  from  Halifax,  and  on  the  2d  of  July  took 
possession  of  Staten  Island  on  the  south,  where  he  was  soon 
after  joined  by  his  brother.  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  with  a  fleet  and 
a  large  land  force  from  England,  and  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with 
the  troops  under  his  command. 

3.  In  the  mean  time  a  committee  of  Congress,  consisting  of 
Thomas  Jetferson  of  Virginia,  John  Adams  of  Massachusetts, 
Benjamin  Franklin  of  Pennsylvania,  Roi^er  Sherman  of  Con- 
necticut, and  Kobert  R.  Livingston  of  N^w  York,  had  reiM-trted 
a  Declaration  of  Independence,  which,  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  delegates  of  all  the  late  Colo- 
nies, now  forming  the  Tiiirteen  United  States  of  America.  This 
declanition  was  enthusiastically  approved  on  the  9tli  of  July  by 

Propar.'itions  for  the  defence  of  New  York.  —  General  and  Lord  Howe 
and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  iuvoat  New  York. —  DcclurutioQ  of  Indcijcndcucc. 


1 


i  1  ••■< 


104  FIFTH  PERIOD.  1 

the  Fourth  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  at  their  meetine  atJ 
White  Plains,  and  eliective  measures  of  defence  were  inaugurated.! 

4.  The  city  of  New  York  was  now  invested  by  a  forniidablo! 
army  of  t\7eaty-five  thousand  veteran  troops,  under  the  com-' 
mand  of  an  able  and  experienced  general,  and  heavy  reinforce- 
ments from  iingland  and  the  Continent  were  daily  expected. 
By  the  possession  of  the  city,  with  its  harbor  and  adjacent 
islands,  and  the  consequent  command  of  the  Hudson,  a  free 
communication  with  Canada  was  expected  to  be  secured,  and 
the  separation  of  the  Eastern  from  the  i\Iiddle  States  effected. 
To  meet  this  powerful  force,  Washington  had  at  his  command  an 
undisciplined  militia  of  about  seventeen  thousand  effective  men. 

5.  Several  abortive  efforts  at  accommodation  havinf?  been 
made  by  the  British  comuiandcM's,  a  force  of  ten  thousand  men, 
with  forty  pieces  of  ai  tillcrv,  were,  on  the  22d  of  August,  land- 
ed on  the  southern  shore  of  Long  Island,  near  the  villages  of 
New  Utrecht  and  Cravesend,  a  few  miles  below  the  city,  and  in 
three  divisions  marched  to  the  attack  of  the  American  camp  at 
Brooklyn,  commanded  by  General  Putnam,  with  a  force  of  about 
five  thousand  men.  The  left  division  of  the  British  army,  under 
General  Grant,  took  the  route  by  the  Narrows  towards  Govvanus  ; 
the  right,  under  Generals  Clinton  and  Cornwallis,  that  lead- 
ing to  the  interior  of  the  island,  and  intersecting  the  road 
leading  from  Bedford  to  Jamaica ;  and  the  central  division, 
under  De  Ileister,  chiefly  composed  of  Hessians,  that  by  the  vil- 
lage of  Flatbush,  on  the  south  of  the  range  of  hills  connecting 
the  Narrows  with  Jamaica. 

6.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  Clinton,  advancing  from  Flat- 
lands,  had  succeeded  in  gaiuinir  possessi<Mi  of  the  Jamaica  pass, 
near  the  site  of  the  present  East  New  York,  intrusted  to  the 
command  of  General  Sullivan,  and,  with  his  entire  force,  de- 
scended, by  the  village  of  Bedford,  into  .the  [)lain  between  the 
hills  and  the  American  camp.  (Irant,  moving  along  the  shores 
of  the  bay,  attacked  Lord  Stirling  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Greenwood  Cemetery.  Do  Hcistcr,  advancing  on  the  Flatbush 
road,  the  patrols  assiu^ned  to  guard  tlie  passes  having  been  rash- 
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ly  withdrawn  by  Putnam's  order,  engaged  Sullivan,  while  Clinton 
piined  a  position  in  his  rear.  Sullivan  immediately  ordered  a 
retreat  to  the  American  lines  at  Brooklyn  ;  but  being  pressed 
by  Clinton  and  driven  back  upon  the  Hessians,  after  losing  a 
great  portion  of  his  force,  he  was  compelled  to  surrender. 

7.  Cornwallis,  in  the  mean  while,  taking  the  road  to  Gowanus, 
attacked  Stirling,  who  was  made  prisoner,  together  with  most  of 
his  command,  many  of  their  number  having  been  drowned  while 
attempting  to  escape  across  the  Gowanus  Creek.  The  victory  on 
the  part  of  the  British  was  decisive.  Five  hundred  Americans 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  upwards  of  a  thousand  taken  pris- 
oners and  confined  in  the  prison-ships  at  New  York,  where,  for 
a  l(jng  period,  they  endured  extreme  hardships  and  privations. 
The  Jjritish  loss  was  comj)aratively  trifling.  On  the  ni'_rht  <A 
the  29th,  Washington  silently,  and  under  cover  of  the  darkness 
and  a  thick  mist,  drew  ofif  the  remainder  of  his  troops  to  Xcw 
York,  unperceived  by  the  enemy. 

8.  On  the  12th  of  September,  "Washington,  with  the  broken 
and  dispirited  remainder  of  his  forces,  retreated  to  Harlem 
Heights  on  the  upper  part  of  tiie  island,  where  he  fortified  iiiia- 
self  and  awaited  the  attack  of  the  British.  With  the  view  of 
obtaining  authentic  information  of  their  movements,  Nathan 
Hale,  a  voung  officer  in  Colonel  Knowlton's  rcLriment,  was  de- 
spatched to  the  enemy's  camp  on  Long  Island,  in  dis'^^uise. 
After  possessing  himself  of  full  intelligeiK-e  of  tlieir  strenu'th  aiiJ 
plans,  he  was  intercepted  on  his  return  and  conveyed  to  CJcntTal 
Howe's  hcad-(iuarters,  then  in  New  York,  where  he  was  tried 
and  convicted  as  a  spy,  and  executed  at  daybreak  on  the  euMi- 
ing  morning,  with  circumstances  of  contumely  and  insult  retlcct- 
ing  deep  disgi'ace  on  their  heartless  agents. 

y.  In  the  mean  time,  under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the  British 
fihips,  Howe,  on  tlie  loth,  landed  at  Kip's'  Bay,  at  the  foot  of 
the  present  Thirty-Sixth  Street  on  tlie  East  River,  driving  bef.-re 
him  two  brigades  of  Connecticut  militia  stationed  in  the  nei  jli- 
horiiood  for  its  defence,  to  the  intense  and  passionate  indi-na- 
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tlon  of  TVashington,  -^'ho  arriv  ed  on  the  ground  just  in  season  to 
witness,  without  being  able  to  prevent,  their  ignominious  flight. 
Seeing  that  further  occupation  of  the  island  was  impracticable, 
Putnam  received  orders  to  evacuate  the  city,  and  the  troops  at 
Harlem  wero  removed  to  Kingsbridge,  at  its  upper  extremity. 
Silliman's  brigade,  which  by  some  mischance  had  been  left  be- 
hind, was  extricated  from  its  perilous  position  by  the  bravery 
and  address  of  Colonel  Buit,  then  an  aid  of  Putnam's.  On  the 
next  day  a  severe  skirmish  ensued  between  the  contending 
forces  at  Harlem,  in  which  the  Americans  were  victorious,  with 
the  loss  of  two  brave  officers,  —  Colonel  Knowlton  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Major  Leitch  of  Virginia. 

10.  General  Howe,  with  the  design  of  gaining  the  rear  of  the 
American  armj',  leaving  a  strong  force  in  possession  of  the  city, 
and  sending  three  armed  vessels  up  the  Hudson  to  intercept  all 
communication  with  New  Jersey,  transferred  the  main  portion 
of  his  forces,  now  amounting  to  35,000  men,  to  a  point  in  West- 
chester County,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Throg's  Xeck  on  the  Sound, 
sixteen  miles  north  of  the  city.  "Washington,  comprehending 
his  designs,  and  Icavinir  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  men  in 
Fort  Washington  on  the  Hudson,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Magaw,  withdrew  the  residue  of  his  forces  to  White  Plains,  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  P)ronx  Piver. 

11.  Here  the  American  anny  took  post  on  the  high  grounds 
northwest  and  northeast  of  the  village,  and  on  the  lower  gi'ound 
between,  extending  from  the  Bronx  on  the  right  to  Horton's 
(now  Willett's)  Pond,  on  the  left,  having  the  village  in  their  front, 
and  the  rocky  heigiit  known  as  Chatterton's  Hill  on  the  south- 
west, separated  from  the  right  of  the  lines  by  a  narrow  marsh, 
through  which  the  river  flowed.  The  enemy,  meanwhile,  having 
advanced  to  Scarsdale,  within  four  miles  of  White  Plains,  where 
they  remained  for  three  days,  marched,  on  the  morning  of  tlie 
28th  of  October,  in  two  columns,  to  the  attack,  General  Clinton 
with  the  British  troops  "commanding  the  riLrht,  and  General  Howe, 
with  the  Hessians  under  De  Heister,  having  charge  of  the  left. 

12.  Driving  before  them  the  pickets  and  advance  parties, 
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the  di«'j.?ion  of  Do  Heister  encountered  at  Hart's  Corners,  about 
a  mile  south  of  tliG  lines,  a  battalion  of  two  thousand  Ameri- 
can troops,  under  General  Spencer,  who  gave  them  a  temporary 
check.  Thej  speeddy  rallied,  however,  and  f>-ained  a  position 
south  of  Chatterton's  Hill,  in  front  of  Y>'hich  intrcnchments  had 
been  hastily  thrown  up  by  the  Americans,  and  placed  in  charge 
of  General  McDougall,  at  the  head  of  his  brigade.  Colonel 
Huslett's  Delaware  regiment,  which  had  been  ordered  to  his  sup- 
port, was  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  Hessian  fire,  and  replaced 
by  the  Maryland  and  one  of  the  ISew  York  regiments  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line. 

13.  General  Howe,  abandoning  his  original  intention  of  at- 
tacking the  main  body  on  the  heights  and  plains  north  of  the 
village,  concentrated  his  force  against  McDougall.  A  sharp 
cannonading  was  kept  up  for  upwards  of  an  hour.  The  eneuiy, 
in  three  divisions,  steadily  ascended  the  hill,  attacking  simul- 
taneously the  regiments  stationed  on  its  southern  and  northern 
slope  and  on  the  summit,  as  well  as  the  right  flank  which  was 
assailed  by  the  Hessians.  An  attempt  to  turn  McDougali's  left 
was  promptly  defeated.  After  an  obstinate  contest,  General 
McDougali's  troops  were  forced  to  gi^  e  way,  with  the  loss  of 
aV)out  sixty  men  killed  and  an  equal  number  wounded,  with  forty 
prisoners.    The  remainder  of  the  force  retreated  in  good  order. 

14.  On  the  ensuing  night,  General  Washington  drew  back  his 
lines,  ordered  fresh  reinforcements,  and  so  strengthened  his 
ixjsition  that  no  renewal  of  the  attack  was  attem})ted.  On  the 
31st  he  retired  to  Xorth  Castle,  about  two  miles  north,  where 
he  remained  until  early  in  November,  when  the  enemy  withdj-c-w 
their  forces  to  Kingsbridge,  preparatory  to  a  contemplated  attack 
ou  Fort  Washington,  which  was  speedily  invested. 

15.  This  important  fortress  occupied  a  prominent  position  on 
the  Hudson  River,  between  the  present  One  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
First  and  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-Sixth  Streets,  the  hig]ie>.t 
[Hjint  on  the  island,  and  com})letely  commanding  the  navigation  of 
t!ie  river.  It  was  supported  and  defended  by  a  series  of  strong 
n-duuhts,  batteries,  and  other  works,  on  the  north  and  south, 
extending  across  the  entire  island  at  that  point,  covering  the 


Battle  of  White  Plains. 


I 

I      .  •  ■  J 

! 


108 


FIFTH  PERIOD. 


Harlem  Biver,  and  that  portion  of  Westchester  County  between 
its  eastern  shore  and  Long  Island  Sound. 

16.  General  Knypliauscn,  Avith  a  large  body  of  Hessian  and 
English  troops,  amounting  in  ail  to  five  thousand  men,  attacl^ed 
the  fort  on  the  IGth  of  November,  which,  after  a  gallant  defence 
by  the  gan'ison,  under  Colonel  Magaw,  with  about  three  thousand 
men,  was  compelled  to  surrender,  with  the  loss  of  fifty  men  killed 
and  about  one  hundred  wounded,  the  remainder  being  captured. 
Two  days  afterwards.  Fort  Lee,  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Hud- 
son, fell  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  its  garrison  of 
six  thousand  men,  and  a  quantity  of  baggage  and  military  stores. 
And  the  remainder  of  the  American  army  fell  back  through  New 
Jersey  to  Trenton,  where,  on  the  8th  of  December,  they  crossed 
the  Dehiware  into  Pennsylvania. 

1 7.  Events,  meanwhile,  of  considerable  importance,  were  trans- 
piring on  the  northern  frontier.  General  Gates, — to  whom  the 
command  of  the  troops  lately  engaged  in  the  disastrous  expedi- 
tion against  Canada  had  been  assigned,  —  apprehensive  of  an  im- 
mediate attempt  to  recapture  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga, 
abandoning  tlie  former  by  the  advice  of  a  council  of  officers, 
concentrated  his  forces  at  the  latter  point,  where  in  Augaist 
he  constructed  a  sipiadron  of  small  vessels,  and  placed  them 
on  Lake  Champhiin  under  the  command  of  General  Arnold. 
Carleton,  on  learning  tiiis  intelligence,  made  similar  preparations 
on  his  part  to  counteract  the  movement,  whatever  it  might  por- 
tend, and  anchored  his  S(piadron  opposite  St.  John's.  Arnold, 
unaware  of  the  strength  of  liis  opponent,  fell  back  from  his 
position  opposite  Crown  Point  to  Valcour's  Island,  a  short  dis- 
tance south  of  Platt^burg,  where  he  anchored  his  fleet  across 
the  narrow  channel  between  the  island  and  the  western  shore 
of  the  lake,  and  awaited  Carlcton's  approach. 

18.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  October  the  enemy's 
squadron,  consisting  of  a  very  superior  force  in  ships,  schooners, 
soldiers,  and  seamen,  a[)pcared  otf  Cumbei-land  Head  to  the 
nortliwurd,  and,  sweeping  around  the  southerly  {)oint  of  Vaicour's 
Island,  took  up  a  position  directly  south  of  the  American  fleet. 

Capture  of  Forts  W;i>Iiiriu'^t()n  nTid  Loo.  —  Kotrciit  of  rlie  American  nrtny 
tlirou^h  New  Jt  rsiy  to  Pennsylvania.  —  Naval  coni[)at  on  Lake  Cluunjtluin 
bctwofii  the  Briti^ii  ami  American  rteota. 
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Arnold  Imnrifcdlately  prepared  for  action,  and  at  about  eleven 
o'clock  his  schooner  —  the  Iloyal  Sra-age  —  and  a  few  of  the  small 
U  ;its  got  under  \\'ay,  the  residue  of  the  squadron  remaining  at 
anchor.  The  schooner  was  speedily  disabled  by  the  enemy's 
frnns,  and,  to  prevent  lier  falling  into  his  hands,  run  ashore  by 
licr  captain  and  ])umt.  The  action  was  continued  with  round 
and  grai>e  shot,  on  both  sides,  until  night  separated  the  com- 
kitants, 

19.  So  severe  v,ere  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  American 
squadron  in  this  desperate  engagement,  that  an  immediate 
return  to  Crown  Point  was  deemed  advisable ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  proximity  of  the  enemy's  vessels  in  their  front, 
aided  by  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  presence  of  a  heavy 
r>g,  they  succeeded  in  pas.sing  through  the  fleet  undiscovered, 
and  in  reaching  Schuyler's  Island,  ten  miles  distant,  where  they 
Btopped  for  a  short  time  for  repairs.  Resuming  their  course,  and 
closely  pursued  by  their  disappointed  adversaries,  they  reached 
AVillsborough,  about  thirty  miles  north  of  Crown  Point,  on 
the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  were  shortly  afterwards  overtaken 
by  the  enemy's  fleet,  favored  by  a  fresh  northeasterly  breeze. 

20.  The  schooner  Washington,  which  was  first  overtaken, 
after  sustaining  with  great  gallantry  the  fire  of  three  of  the 
British  vessels,  struck  her  colors,  and  General  Waterbury  and  liis 
men,  who  were  on  board,  were  taken  prisoners.  The  Congress 
was  next  attacked,  and  sustained  for  five  hours  a  spirited  l)ut 
uneqiial  contest  against  a  vastly  superior  force,  when,  having 
K-'come  a  comi)lote  wreck,  with  her  sails,  riguing,  and  hull  torn 
to  shreds,  Arnold  run  her  into  a  creek  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  lake,  and  set  her  on  fire,  with  the  remaining  boats  by  v.  hich 
be  was  accompanied.  He  then,  after  witnessing  the  completion 
»'f  his  work,  marched  his  men  through  the  woods  to  Chimney 
I*"itit.  reachhig  Crown  Point  at  an  early  hour  on  the  ensuing 
fi'jrning.  i 

-1.  Of  the  fleet  with  which  he  sailed  from  Crown  Point  a 
f'-W  days  before,  only  two  schooners,  a  sloop,  two  galleys,  and  a 
p>nd«.la  remained.  The  prisoners  captured  from  the  AVash- 
iii,'t(>n  were  released  on  parole,  and  retin*ned  to  Crown  Point  on 
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the  next  day.  General  Arnold  was  highly  complimented  in  all 
quarters  for  his  skill,  bravery,  and  persistent  courage  in  the  face 
of  so  gi'eat  odds  ;  aud  the  result  of  the  combat  was  hailed  as 
indicative  of  future  naval  triumphs  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, under  less  adverse  circumstances. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

First  State  Constitution.  —  George  Clinton  elected  Governor. 
—  Barbarous  Treatment  of  Prisoners  in  the  City  of  New 
York.  —  Burgoyne's  Campaign.  —  Murder  of  Jane  McCrka. — 
Battle  of  Oriskany. 

1.  Meanwhile  the  city  of  Xew  York  became,  from  the  pcri<Ml 
jy^y    of  its  occupation  by  the  English  troops,  the  head-quarters 

of  the  British  army,  under  the  command  of  General  Howe. 
The  patriotic  inhabitants  —  such  of  them,  at  least,  as  had 
escaped  capture  and  imprisonment  —  wore  compelled  to  aban- 
don their  abodes,  which  were  occupied  chiefly  by  officers  of  the 
army  and  hosts  of  Tories  from  the  neighboring  counties.  The 
Provincial  CVmgTcss  adjoui-ned  to  Kingston  and  other  towns  on 
the  Hudson,  where,  in  conjunction  with  delegates  from  the  in- 
terior, they  established  a  committee  of  safety,  with  John  Jay  at 
its  head,  and  by  spirited  and  patriotic  addresses  encouraged 
resistance  to  the  conmioii  enemy.  Westchester  and  Kockland, 
known  as  the  neutral  groimd,  were  infested  by  "  Cow-Boys  "  and 
"  Skinnei-s,"  —  the  former  avowed  Tories,  aud  the  latter  indif- 
ferent to  any  principle  other  than  plunder. 

2.  In  March,  1777,  General  Howe  despatched  a  strong  force 
up  the  Hudson  for  the  capture  of  the  military  stores  of  the 
Americans  at  Pcckskill,  which,  on  their  approach,  were  promptly 
destroyed  by  the  defenders  under  the  command  of  General  Mc- 
Dougidl,  and  the  party,  without  accomplishing  their  object, 
returned  to  New  York,  A  short  time  afterwards  Colonel 
Meigs,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  attacked  a  British 
post  at  Sag  Harbor,  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Long  Island, 
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baraed  seyeral  Tessels,  store-houses,  <fec,,  and  took  ninety 
prisoners,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  Conpn-ess. 

3.  In  April  of  this  year,  a  Convention  of  delegates,  represent- 
ing the  several  counties  of  the  State,  assembled  at  Kingston  and 
formed  the  first  State  Constitution.  By  its  provisions  a  Gov- 
ernor was  to  be  elected  by  the  people  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
and  the  legislative  department  vested  in  a  Senate  and  iVssem- 
bly,  deriving  their  power  from  the  same  source.  All  inferior 
offices  were  to  be  filled  by  the  Governor  and  a  council  of  four 
senators,  — one  from  each  district ;  and  to  a  Coiracil  of  Revision, 
similarly  constituted,  was  assigned  the  power  to  pass  upon  the 
validity  and  constitutionality  of  legislative  acts.  George 
Clinton,  of  Orange  County,  alread}^  favorably  distinguished  for 
his  patriotism  and  public  and  private  worth,  was  elected  (Gov- 
ernor. John  Jay  was  appointed  Chief-Justice ;  Kobert  U. 
Livingston,  Chancellor ;  and  Philip  Livingston,  James  Duane, 
Francis  Lewis,  and  Gouvemeur  Morris,  delegates  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

4.  During  this  period,  and  until  nearly  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  the  numerous  prisons  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  tiie 
prison-ships  in  its  vicinity,  were  crowded  with  captives,  wht)se 
ill-treatment  and  sutferings  reflected  a  lasting  disgrace  upon  the 
vile  instruments  by  whom  they  were  inflicted  and  upon  titc 
nation  which  permitted  them.  The  City  Hall,  tiie  Bridev.ell, 
situated  on  the  Commons,  the  new  jail  in  the  Provost,  Uiany  of 
the  chinches,  the  old  Sugar-House,  built  in  the  days  of  Lei^lcr, 
and  other  public  V)aildings,  were  transformed  into  receptacicb  for 
the  captured  soldiers. 

5.  The  Jersey  prison-ship,  and  numerous  other  vessels  in  the 
bay,  rivers,  and  harbor,  were  converted  into  loathsome  dungeons 
for  the  sailors.  The  former,  under  the  supervision  of  the  in- 
famous Provost-Marshal  Cunninirliam,  with  his  assistants,  dcjni- 
tics,  and  conmiissaries,  were '  subjected  to  the  most  inhunuui 
and  incredible  barbarities  ;  while  the  latter  were  hnddlc<l  together 
in  vast  numV)ers  in  crowded  hulks  and  miserable  cabins,  siitieriug 
all  the  horrors  of  pestilence,  staiwation,  and  tyrannical  barbarity. 

CoiLstituiional  Convention.  —  Ek-ctiuii  of  Governor  ami  :i|i|ii>iiitni.  lit  ut 
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In  one  cl\urc"b  eight  hundred  prisoners  were  incarcerated,  of 
whom  many  died  from  sheer  want  of  the  necessaries  of  Ufe,  ill- 
treatment,  and  neglect ;  and  in  another  three  thousand  were 
crowded  together,  large  numbers  of  whom  perished  from  disease 
and  Tiolence. 

6.  The  atrocities  which  have  consigned  the  memory  of  the 
old  Sugar  House  to  an  eternal  infamy  vrere  of  a  still  deeper 
dye,  and  tlieir  horrible  and  revolting  details  are  equalled  only 
by  the  annais  of  the  Bastile  and  the  dungeon  vaults  of  the 
European  feudal  ages.  But  even  these  were  surpassed,  if  pos- 
sible, in  cruelty  and  criminality,  in  the  Provost  Jail,  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  Cunningham,  where  the  most  brutal  and 
barbarous  treatment  to  prisoners  of  distinction  of  every  grade 
was  of  daily  occurrence.  On  board  the  prison-ships  the  same 
systematic  outrages  against  the  commonest  dictates  of  humau- 
ity  were  contmually  pcrpetratcil  ;  nor  did  they  cease,  in  these 
or  the  other  prisons,  notwithstanding  the  constant  remonstrances 
of  Washington,  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

7.  In  accordance  with  the  original  design  of  separating  the 
eastern  and  northern  colonics  from  the  southern  and  western 
by  the  occupancy  of  the  Hudson  River,  General  Burgoyne,  in 
command  of  an  army  of  seven  thousand  men,  consisting  of 
English,  Germans,  Canadians,  and  Indians,  established  himself, 
on  the  IGth  of  June,  1777,  at  Crown  Point,  and  from  that  point 
proceeded  on  the  2d  of  July  to  invest  Ticonderoga,  sending  out 
a  detachment  of  about  two  thousand  Canadians  and  Indians, 
by  way  of  Oswego,  to  attack  Fort  Schuyler  on  the  Mohawk. 

8.  General  St.  Clair,  who  commanded  the  post  at  Ticonderoga, 
with  a  f^rce  of  about  three  thousand  men,  finding  himself  un- 
able to  hold  the  outworks  against  the  superior  forces  brought  to 
bear  against  him,  withdrew  to  the  defences  of  the  fort.  The 
British  troops  took  post  on  tlie  northwest ;  their  German  allies 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake  in  the  rear  of  Mount  Indepen- 
dence, occupied  by  the  Americans  ;  while  Mount  Defiance,  on 
the  southern  side  of  the  outlet,  which  commanded  the  entire 
position,  had  been  left  unfortified  from  inability  to  furnish  it 
with  an  effective  garrison. 

9.  The  British  immediately  availed  themselves  of  this  omis- 
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sion  by  planting  their  artillery  on  the  summit  of  this  height,  at 
the  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  fort ;  and  St.  Clair,  at 
once  perceiving  the  futility  of  further  resistance,  evacuated  the 
works  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  July,  crossed  over  to  ]Mount 
Independence,  and,  sending  his  ammunition  and  stores  to 
Skencsborough,  a  few  miles  up  the  lake,  commenced  his  re- 
treat to  Fort  Edward. 

10.  His  movements,  however,  having  been  discovered  by  the 
enemy,  through  the  accidental  burning  of  a  building  on  Mount  In- 
dependence, he  was  pursued,  his  baggage,  stores,  and  provisions 
seized  and  destroyed,  and  his  rear  division,  under  Colonel  Setli 
Warner,  overtaken  at  Hubbardton  in  Vermont,  and,  after  a 
severe  engagement,  routed  and  dispersed.  The  victors,  on  the 
7th  of  July,  returned  in  triumph  to  Ticondcroga,  over  which 
the  British  flag  was  floating,  while  the  dispirited  remnant  of 
the  Americans,  five  days  afterwards,  reached  General  Schuy- 
ler's camp  at  Fort  Edward, 

11.  That  officer,  finding  himself  unable  to  maintain  his  posi- 
tion with  a  very  inferior  force  against  a  victorious  adversary, 
sent  a  strong  party  to  obstruct  the  route  of  tlie  invaders,  while 
he  slowly  retreated,  with  the  residue  of  his  command,  down  the 
valley  of  the  Hudson  to  the'mouthof  the  Mohawk,  Here,  with 
the  aid  of  the  distinguished  Count  Kosciusko,  who  was  attached 
to  his  staff  as  engineer,  he  erected  a  series  of  strong  intrench- 
nients  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cohoes  Falls,  and,  reinforced  by 
a  large  body  of  Xew  England  troops  under  General  Lincoln, 
awaited,  with  an  army  of  thirteen  thousand  men,  the  approach 
of  the  enemy. 

12.  General  Burgoyne's  march  to  Fort  Edward  was  seriously 
impeded  by  the  numerous  obstructions  thrown  in  his  path  by  the 
party  sent  out  to  Skencsborough  by  Schuyler,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  30th  of  July  that  his  army,  nearly  destitute  of  provis- 
ions and  exhausted  by  fiitigue,  reached  their  destination.  On  this 
niarch  occuiTcd  the  lamentable  tragedy  of  the  murder  of  Jane 
McCrea,  a  young  woman  consigned  by  her  betrothed  to  a  par'y 
of  Indians  lK.'lunging  to  the  British  army,  for  conveyance  fn>m 
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Fort  Edward  to  the  British  camp.  The  circumstances  under 
which  the  murder  was  committed  are  involved  in  considerable 
obscurity ;  but  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  the  hapless 
girl  was  brutally  shot  down  in  a  quan^el  among  her  savage 
guides  for  the  reward  offered  for  her  transmission  to  the  camp. 

13.  On  the  2d  and  3d  of  August,  Fort  Schuyler,  situated 
on  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Rome,  on  the  Mohawk, 
had  been  invested  by  a  detachment  of  Burgoyne's  anny,  com- 
manded by  St.  Leger,  numbering  some  seventeen  hundred  men, 
and  consisting  of  a  large  niunber  of  Mohawk  Indians  under 
Brant,  and  of  Americiin  Tories  imder  Sir  William  Johnson  and 
the  infamous  Butler.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  active  hostili- 
ties commenced,  and  were  continued  on  the  5th.  The  fort  was 
commanded  by  Colonel  IVtcr  Gansevoort.  General  Herkimer, 
with  a  force  of  about  eight  hundred  men,  marched  to  his  relief, 
accomp;inied  by  Thomas  Spencer,  the  faithful  sacliem  of  the 
Oneidas.  Crossing  the  !^Iohawk  at  the  present  site  of  Utica, 
they  encamped  on  the  5th  at  Oriskany,  near  the  present  village 
of  "Whitcsborougli,  from  whence  General  Herkimer  sent  mes- 
sengers to  apprise  C(iloncl  (iansevoort  of  their  approach,  and  to 
concert  measures  of  co-operation. 

14.  In  consccincnce  of  the  reckless  impetuosity  of  the  troops 
under  his  conimand  tmd  their  entire  disregard  of  discipline, 
Herkimer,  seconded  by  Spencer  and  some  of  his  most  experienced 
officers,  was  desirous  of  remaining  in  his  present  camp  until  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements,  or  intelligence  from  the  fort.  The 
junior  officers,  liowcver,  strongly  remonstrated  against  .til  *Ielay, 
and  an  angry  altercation  ensued,  in  the  course  of  which  ' oral 
Herkimer  was  stigmatized  as  a  coward  and  a  Tory.  Hi^  indig- 
nant reply  was  a  pcremptorv  order  to  March  on  I  "  arid  the 
conunand  was  immediately  obeyed  with  the  utmost  precipitation 
and  disorder,  taking  care,  however,  to  send  out  an  adviinced 
guard  and  flanking  parties  to  guard  a-^ainst  snq:)rise. 

15.  St.  Leger  having  received  infonnation  of  his  appr  >ach. 
Bent  forward  a  detachment  under  the  commund  of  Sir  John 
Johnson,  includiiiLT  the  entire  body  of  Indians,  headcnl  by  Bnmt, 
to  intercept  his  ]jrogress.  At  ubdut  two  miles  west  of  Oris- 
kany an  amlniseude  was  j^repared  by  Brant  along  tlie  margin 
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of  a  deep  ravine,  through  which  the  advancing  party  were  com- 
IK'lled  to  pass,  and  into  which,  followed  by  their  baggage- 
wagons,  they  passed,  and  were  immediately  surrounded  and 
hemmed  in  by  their  savage  foe,  shouting  the  war-whoop  and 
pouring  in  upon  their  disorderly  and  panic-stricken  columns 
a  toiTent  of  rifle-balls.  The  rear-guard,  cut  off  from  their  ad- 
vancing comrades,  fled  with  precipitation,  closely  pursued  by 
the  Indians,  by  whom  they  were  severely  harassed,  while  the 
main  body,  recovering  from  their  surprise,  maintained  the  un- 
equal contest  with  the  skill  and  desperation  of  veterans. 

16.  Early  in  the  action,  General  Herkimer  was  severely  woiuid- 
ed  by  a  musket-ball,  which  killed  his  horse  and  shattered  his 
own  leg.  At  his  request  he  was  placed  upon  his  saddle  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree,  where  he  coolly  continued  to  direct  the  battle, 
which  raged  with  the  utmost  fury  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  it 
was  interrupted  by  a  heavy  thunder-storm,  which  enabled  the 
little  band  to  gain  a  more  favorable  position.  The  struggle  was 
again  renewed,  and  just  as  the  Indians  were  beginning  to  give 
woy  before  the  skilful  and  persistent  attacks  of  the  Americans, 
a  reinforcement  of  Tories  was  sent  by  St.  Leger  to  their  relief, 
and  the  hand-to-hand  contest  continued  with  increased  deter- 
mination and  ferocity  on  both  sides. 

17.  The  signal  gims  from  the  fort  now  announced  a  sortie 
from  the  garrison,  which  had  been  previously  concerted  by  (gen- 
eral Herkimer,  and,  a  rm^e  of  Butler's  for  deceiving  the  Ameri- 
cans by  the  appearance  of  relief  having  been  detected,  the  Tory 
reinforcement  were  driven  from  their  ground  with  gi'cat  slaugliter, 
followed  by  their  associates  and  the  Indians,  who,  perceiving  the 
retreat  of  their  allies,  immediately  fled  in  every  direction,  leav- 
ing the  heroic  band,  after  a  contest  of  eight  hours*  duration,  in 
possession  of  the  field. 

18.  ^fean while  the  detachment  from  the  fort,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Marinus  Willett,  made  an  impetuous  attack 
U|M>n  St.  Lcger's  advanced  guard,  and  s})eedily  succeeded  in 
gaining  possession  of  his  camp,  military  stores,  and  bag'_:a.!ie, 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  driving  the  Indians  into  tiie 
Woods  and  compelling  Johnson  to  a  hasty  retreat.  Five  British 
standards  were  captured  and  immediately  hoisted  on  the  tlag- 
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staff  of  the  fort,  under  the  American  colors.  The  siege  -^vas  con- 
tinued until  the  22d,  when  the  appearance  of  General  Arnold 
with  reinforcements  from  Schuyler  induced  the  prompt  with- 
drawal of  the  British  and  their  savage  allies.  General  Herkimer 
soon  after  died  from  the  eflects  of  his  wound. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

First  and  Second  Battles  of  Stillwater.  —  Victory  of  the 
AiiERiCANS.  —  Surrender  of  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga.  | 

\ 

1.  General  Burgoyne,  weakened  and  discouraged  as  he  was  1 
j-^y        the  defeat  at  Bennington  of  an  expedition  sent  into 

Vermont  for  supplies  to  his  army,  by  the  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions, and  by  the  numerous  obstructions  which  were  interposed 
to  his  progress  on  every  hand,  still  persisted  in  his  determina- 
tion to  caiTy  out  tlie  original  plan  of  the  campaign  by  effecting 
a  imion  witii  the  forces  of  Lcu'd  Howe,  and  thereby  cutting  off 
all  communication  between  the  eastern  and  the  middle  and 
southern  colonies.  With  this  view,  on  the  13th  and  14th  of 
September  he  crossed  with  his  army  to  the  western  bank  of  the 
Hudson,  and  encam}>cd  on  tlie  heights  and  plains  of  Saratoga, 
on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  village  of  Schuylerville,  — 
the  American  army  i)eing  stationed  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Stillwater,  about  nine  miles  distant. 

2.  On  the  18th  he  Jidvanced  to  a  position  within  about  two 
miles  from  the  American  camp,  near  what  is  now  known  as 
"Wilbur's  Basin,  where,  having  strengthened  himself  by  throwing 
up  intrenchments  and  redoubts,  and  being  further  protected  by 
a  deep  ravine  in  front,  preparations  were  immediately  made  for 
an  attack  on  the  American  lines.  The  rie:ht  wing  of  his  army 
consisted  of  light-inf  uitry  and  grenadiers,  supported  by  the  Hes- 
sian riflemen  and  a  body  of  Canadian  Tories  and  Indians  as  skir- 
mishers, and  was  placed  under  the  command  of  (  Jencral  Frazer, 

Termination  of  tlic  sicu'c.  —  Reinforcements  from  Arnold  .md  Schuyler. 
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Major  Ackland,  and  the  Earl  of  Balcarras ;  the  centre,  of  Eng- 
lish troops  under  Burgoyue  in  person  and  General  Hamilton ; 
and  the  left,  of  the  artillery  regiments  and  Hessians  under  Gen- 
erals Riedesel  and  Philips. ' 

3.  The  Americans  occupied  an  advantageous  position  on 
Bemis's  Heights,  which  they  had  taken  care  strongly  to  pro- 
tect, by  the  erection  of  breastworks  and  redoubts.  Its  right, 
commanded  by  General  Gates,  who  had  recently  superseded 
Schuyler,  occupied  the  meadows  between  the  heights  and  the 
river ;  and  the  left,  under  General  Arnold  and  Colonel  Morgan, 
occupied  the  heights  and  the  high  grounds  to  the  west.  A 
deep,  closely  wooded  ravine  also  protected  the  front  of  the  right 
wing,  and,  at  a  little  di.stance  north,  another  of  a  similar  char- 
acter intervened  between  the  two  armies. 

4.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  the  enemy  in  three  divij^ions 
advanced  to  the  attack,  —  the  centre  cros-sing  the  ravine  in  a 
line  directly  in  front  of  the  American  camp,  the  right  around  its 
head,  and  the  left  passing  down  the  road  skirting  the  river. 
Colonel  Morgan's  regiment  of  riHcmcn,  led  by  M;ijor  Morris,  en- 
countered the  advanced  column,  and  after  an  impetuous  attack 
were  driven  from  the  field  with  the  loss  of  twenty  men.  Arnold 
was  immediately  despatched  with  two  regiments  to  their  rehef; 
but  notwithstanding  his  accustomed  display  of  vigor  and  brav- 
ery, he  was  forced  to  retreat,  Gates  having  refused  the  reinforce- 
ments which  he  required, 

5.  Arnold  immediately,  by  a  rapid  countermarch,  fell  sud- 
denly and  with  great  precipitation  upon  the  enemy's  centre, 
commanded  by  Burgoj-ne  himself,  and,  having  been  streuLrth- 
cned  by  the  accession  of  several  regiments  Ix^onging  to  his  own 
division,  —  comprising  the  New  York  troops,  under  Citlonols 
Pierre  Van  Courtlandt  and  the  Livingstons,  witii  the  Xew 
Hampshire,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts  troops,  —  main- 
tained the  action  for  four  hours,  until  darkness  separated  the 
combatants,  when  he  retired  in  good  order  and  without  pursui*-. 
The  forces  of  the  two  armies  were  nearly  equal,  the  su{)eri(>ri(y 
in  numbers  being  with  the  enemy,  who  luid  thiity-tive  hatuhvd 
men  aganist  Arnold's  three  thousand.     The  British  loss  wus  .-^Ix 
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gan and  Arnold.  —  Heucwal  of  Arnold's  attack. 
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hundred  killed  and  wounded,  while  the  Americans'  was  only 
about  half  that  number.  The  enemy  retained  possession  of 
the  field ;  and  both  parties  strengthened  their  positions  pre- 
paratory to  a  renewal  of  the  battle. 

6.  Meantime  an  unfortunate  and  serious  misunderstanding 
had  sprung  up  between  Generals  Gates  and  Arnold,  gi'owing  out 
of  the  removal  of  Schuyler  ;  and  an  unpleasant  interview,  follow- 
ing the  detachment  of  Morgan's  riflemen  and  Dearborn's  infantry 
from  Arnold's  division,  had  resulted  in  his  removal  from  all 
command,  and  exclusion  from  head-quarters,  the  left  wing  being 
assigned  to  General  Lincoln.  So  far  was  this  bitter  feud  car- 
ried, that  no  mention  was  made  by  Gates,  in  his  official  despatches 
to  the  Commandor-in-C'liief,  of  the  important  part  taken  in  the 
battle  of  the  previous  day  by  Arnold. 

7.  For  upwards  of  two  weeks  following  the  battle  of  Bemis's 
Heights,  or  Stillwater,  as  it  is  more  generally  designated,  the 
enemy's  lines  were  incessantly  harassed  by  sorties  from  the 
American  camp,  thougli  no  general  engagement  occurred.  The 
supply  of  };rovisions  and  forage  for  the  British  was  daily  dimin- 
ishing. The  difficulties  of  a  retreat  to  Canada,  combined  with 
the  hazard  of  leaving  Gates  free  to  turn  his  araiy  against  Howe, 
inclined  him  to  await  connnunications  from  the  latter;  but  the 
pressure  of  want,  and  the  necessity  of  some  movement  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  of  the  soldiery,  rendered  a  second  and  decisive 
battle  imperative. 

8.  On  the  Ttli  of  October,  accordingly.  General  Burgoyne,  in 
the  absence  ( f  all  information  from  Howe,  deemed  it  advisable 
to  make  a  domonstiTition  on  tlie  left  of  the  American  lines. 
A  detachment  of  tiftcon  hundred  rcgidar  troops,  with  a  heavy 
battery  of  artillery  and  fifld-pieccs,  accompanied  by  Generals 
Philips,  Iiiedesel,  and  Frazer,  was  moved,  under  his  immediate 
command,  to  a  position  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
left  wing  of  the  Americans,  while  Captain  Frazcr's  rangers,  the 
Indians,  and  'I'ory  refugees,  were  directed  to  ctfect,  if  possible,  a 
diversion  of  their  attention  from  tlie  opcr.itions  on  their  flank. 

Di5Scn>ion  Ix^tnrcn  Gates  antl  Arnold.  —  AnioI<l  deprived  of  liis  com- 
mand. —  L'nuortliy  conduct  of  Oarcs.  —  Tcinpoixiry  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties.—  En»ljarrassin;r  fK)siti(>n  of  liiir;j:oyne.  —  Active  operations  determined 
upon.  —  Movements  of  the  enemy. 
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Their  movements  wrere,  however,  seasonably  discovered,  and 
Morgan  was  ordered  by  Gates  to  gain  the  high  gi'ound  on  their 
right,  while  General  Poor,  with  the  Eastern  and  New  York  regi- 
ments, advanced  against  their  left. 

9.  By  a  sudden  and  rapid  movement  the  attack  was  com- 
menced on  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy's  line,  where  Major 
Ackland  was  in  command,  and  soon  reached  the  centre,  while 
Morgan  appeared  on  the  right,  and  the  action  became  general. 
Burgoyne  finding  himself  unable  effectually  to  resist  this  com- 
bined attack,  attempted  to  form  a  second  line  in  rear  of  the  first, 
to  secure  the  retreat  of  the  latter ;  but,  before  this  object  could 
be  effected,  Major  Dearborn  had  effected  a  breach  in  the  enemy's 
left  wing,  compelling  the  right  to  mily  to  its  relief. 

10.  In  the  execution  of  this  movement,  General  Frazer  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound,  and  Burgoyne  found  it  necessary  to 
order  a  retreat  of  the  main  body,  under  cover  of  the  forces  of 
Generals  Philips  and  Kcidcscl,  and  such  assistance  as  he  him- 
self might  be  able  to  render  with  such  troops  as  could  hastily 
be  collected.  With  great  difficulty  they  wore  enabled  to  regain 
their  camp,  with  the  loss  of  six  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  of 
their  men. 

11.  Arnold,  notwithstanding  orders  to  the  contrary,  had  occu- 
pied his  usual  place  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  participated 
in  the  attack  with  his  usual  bravery  and  determined  energy. 
Flying  in  hot  haste  from  one  part  of  the  held  to  the  otlier, 
he  cheered  on  his  men,  everywhere  received  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm,  his  orders  carried  out  and  his  example  cnmlated 
throughout  the  line.  Chiefly  by  his  indomitable  spirit  and  gal- 
lant exertions  the  riglit  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  forces  were 
carried  and  held  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brooks,  when  the  ap- 
proach of  darkness  again  put  an  end  to  the  Contest. 

12.  The  Americans  had,  however,  obtained  a  complete  and 
brilliant  victor}'.  The  British  had  been  driven  from  the  field 
with  the  loss  of  several  of  their  best  ollicers,  six  hundred  inen 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  most  of  their  artillery,  am- 
munition, horses,  and  bag'_cage.  The  American  loss  did  n<'t 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wounded,  among  the 

Counter-movements  of  tlic  Americans.  —  Second  liattle  of  Stilhv:iter. — 
Bravery  of  Arnold.  —  Retreat  of  the  Britij«h.  ~  Victory  of  the  Aniericaus. 
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latter  cf  whom  was  General  Arnold,  who,  just  as  the  victory  was 
won,  received  a  ball  which  fractured  his  leg,  killing  his  horse. 
How  noble  a)id  brilliant  would  have  been  his  record,  could  it 
only  have  terminated  here  ! 

13.  General  Burgoyne,  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  changed  his 
position  to  the  heights  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson,  near 
the  present  village  of  Wilbur's  Basin.  On  the  morning  of  the 
8th  the  Americans  took  possession  of  his  abandoned  camp  ;  and 
although  a  random  fire  of  artillery  and  small-arms  was  kept  up 
between  the  armies  during  the  day,  no  further  attack  was  made 
on  either  side.  General  Gates  despatched  a  brigade  under  Gen- 
eral Fellows  to  take  post  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  oppo- 
site Saratoga,  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat.  Another  detach- 
ment of  two  thousand  men  was  sent  to  intercept  him  at  Fort 
Edward,  and  a  third,  with  a  similar  object,  to  the  ford  higher  up. 

14.  Breaking  up  his  command,  and  leaving  behind  him  some 
three  hundred  of  his  sick  and  wounded  in  consequence  of  the 
bad  state  of  the  roads,  Burgoyne,  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  re- 
treated with  great  secrecy,  with  all  his  remaining  baggage,  to 
Saratoga  (now  Scliuylorvilie),  whicii  he  reached  on  the  succeed- 
ing night.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  he  was  overtaken  by 
the  Americans,  and  on  the  following  morning  an  injudicious 
attempt  on  the  part  of  Gates  to  bring  on  a  general  action,  in 
ignorance  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  was  only  frustrated  by 
the  disobedience  of  his  peremptory  orders  by  the  officers  under 
his  command. 

15.  On  the  12th,  no  reliable  information  having  been  re- 
ceived either  from  Clinton  or  Howe,  and  the  supply  of  pro- 
visions continuing  inade(piatc,  a  council  of  officers  decided 
upon  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  a  retreat,  if  possible,  by 
way  of  Fort  P^dward  or  Lake  (ieorge.  This  having  been  foiuid 
wholly  impractical)le,  by  the  report  of  scouts,  and  three  days' 
supply  only  remaininL',  a  capitulation  was  determined  upon  on 
the  next  day.  On  the  lOth  tlie  negotiations  for  this  purpose 
were  comi)leted,  and  on  the  17th  tlie  surrender  effected  in  the 
presence  of  both  armies,  with  all  the  usual  fo.-malities. 

General  Arnold  woimdcil.  —  Movements  of  the  two  arinies.  —  Biifjovne's 
rrtreat  cut  off.  —  Kotreat  to  Saratoga.  —  Ifijudicious  conduct  of  Gates.  — 
Surrender  of  Burgo)  nc. 
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16.  Twelve  general  officers,  some  thirty  regimental  officers, 
nearly  nine  hundred  subalterns,  and  four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  privates,  amounting  in  all  to  five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-three,  laid  down  their  arms  ;  and 
twenty-seven  pieces  of  cannon,  witli  implements  and  stores  com- 
plete, five  thousand  stands  of  arms,  and  great  quantities  of 
ammunition,  were  captured. 

17.  The  surrender  of  Burgoyne  was  followed  by  the  evacua- 
tion of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  the  total  prostration 
of  the  British  power  in  the  northern  section  of  the  State.  Its 
effect  upon  the  American  army  and  the  American  peo})Ie  gen- 
erally was  electric.  Following,  as  it  did,  upon  the  disastrous 
results  of  the  campaign  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  recent 
defeats  in  Pennsylvania,  it  infused  fresh  spirit  into  tiie  hearts 
of  the  desponding,  encouraged  and  strengthened  the  timid,  aj>- 
palled  the  domestic  traitors,  and  cheered  the  patriots  through- 
out the  countrv'.  It  riveted  the  alliance  of  the  French  auxiha- 
ries,  and  secured  the  respectful  regards,  if  not  the  effective  aid, 
of  foreign  States.  Even  in  the  British  Parhament  it  called 
forth  the  indignant  remonstrances  of  the  ablest  English  states- 
men, and  enlisted  the  ardent  sympathies  of  the  friends  of  free- 
dom throughout  the  world. 

18.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  the  view  of  co-operatin'jr  with 
Burgoyne,  had,  early  in  October,  ascended  the  Hudson  with 
a  strong  force,  and  on  the  6th  a  detachment  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Campbell  gained  possession  of  Forts  Montgoineiy  and 
Clinton,  on  the  boundaries  of  Orange  and  Rockland  County, 
after  a  severe  contest,  maintained,  imder  the  immediate  direction 
of  Governor  Clinton,  by  Colonels  Livingston,  Bruyn,  and  Mc- 
Loughry.  Having  also  secured  the  occupation  of  Fort  Con- 
stitution, opposite  West,  Point,  with  the  uninterrupted  com- 
mand of  the  river,  they  contented  themselves  with  burning 
Kingston,  and,  intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  Buriroyne  rendering 
further  advance  imnecessary,  returned  to  New  York,  while  (Gen- 
eral Gates,  with  a  thousand  of  his  victorious  troops,  rejoint*! 
AVashinirton  s  camp  in  Pennsylvania. 

Efforts  of  tlie  surrendiT.  —  Cnpturo  of  Forts  Clinton,  Montiromorv.  :in(l 
Constitution,  on  the  Hudson.  —  lUirninix  of  Ivingston.  —  General  Gates 
joiub  Wa^^hington's  army  in  Pennsylvania. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Indian  Barbarities.  —  Massacre  at  Cherry  Yalley.  —  Sullitan's 

Campaign. 

1.  The  succeeding  year  was  chiefly  distinguished,  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  State  of  New  York,  by  an  atrocious  succcs- 

1778 

sion  of  Indian  and  Tory  barbarities  and  massacres  in  the 
Mohawk  Valley  and  among  the  interior  settlements,  under  the 
auspices  of  Joseph  Brant,  the  well-known  chief  of  the  Six 
Nations,  and  Walter  ikitlcr,  the  son  of  the  fiendish  miscre- 
ant John  Butler,  the  chief  agent  in  the  famous  massacre  in 
Wyoming. 

2.  On  the  1st  of  June,  Captain  Patrick,  of  Colonel  Aldcn's 
Massachusetts  regiment,  with  a  small  party  of  volunteers,  was 
attacked  at  the  little  settlement  of  Cobleskill,  on  the  Mohawk 
River,  in  Schoharie  County,  by  a  party  of  Indians  and  Tories 
commanded  by  Brant  and  one  Service,  numbering  over  three 
hundred  and  fifty.  After  a  bloody  and  desperate  contest, 
Patrick,  with  twenty  of  his  men,  was  killed,  and  several  others 
wounded  and  captured  ;  and  the  enem.y,  having  plundered  and 
burnt  the  houses  of  the  settlers,  returned  to  Canada. 

3.  During  the  spring  of  this  year,  in  apprehension  of  Indian 
hostilities,  General  Lafuyctte  had  directed  a  fort  to  be  built  at 
Cherry  Valley,  in  Otsego  County,  then  a  part  of  Tryon  County. 
Brant,  with  his  s;ivagc  warriors,  hovered  around  the  settle- 
ment while  the  work  was  in  progr-ess,  destroying  Springfield, 
and  continuing  liis  agurcssicms  from  time  to  time  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, until  they  assumed  so  formidable  a  character  that  Colo- 
nel Jchabod  Allen,  with  a  regiment  of  Continental  troops,  was 
ordered  to  the  village,  and  took  possession  of  the  church,  sur- 
rounded by  a  heavy  stockade,  for  the  protection  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

4.  At  tlio  approach  of  wiutci'.  however,  the  settlers  returned 
to  their  deserted  habitations,  —  further  hostilities  having  ap- 
parently been  abandoned,  —  and  Brant  retired  with  Iiis  f(^rccs 
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to  Niagara.  On  his  journey  he  ^'as  met  by  Walter  Eutlcr  at 
the  head  of  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  men  known  as  "  But- 
ler's Rangers,"  —  a  band  of  Tories  commanded  by  his  fatlier. 
Smarting  under  the  indignities  inflicted  upon  him  by  the 
patriots,  who  had  a  short  time  previous  arrested  and  confined 
him  as  a  Tory,  and  burning  for  revenge,  he  was  on  his  way  to 
destroy  Cherry  Valley,  whither  he  was  accompanied  by  Brant 
with  five  hundred  of  his  party. 

5.  On  the  6th  of  November,  information  of  the  intended 
attack  was  communicated  to  Colonel  Alden  by  Colonel  Gan- 
scvoort,  the  commander  of  Fort  Schuyler ;  but  the  warning  was 
contemptuously  disregard(>d  by  the  former,  who  refused  to  per- 
mit tlie  return  of  the  settlers  to  the  fort,  with  their  families 
and  effects,  and  contented  himself  with  sending  out  scouts,  who 
fell  victims  to  their  wary  and  vigihmt  savage  enemies,  witliout 
having  been  able  to  apprise  the  garrison  of  the  imminent 
danger  hanging  over  it. 

6.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  November,  in  the  midst  of 
a  heavy  storm  of  snow  and  rain,  tlie  enemy  having  on  the  pre- 
vious night  gained  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  encamped 
upon  a  hill  thickly  covered  with  evergreens,  about  a  mile  from 
tlie  fort,  advanced  upon  the  unsusj)ecting  settlement  by  a  path 
which  had  been  left  unprotected,  and  took  possession  of  a  swamp 
in  its  vicinity.  Colonel  Alden  was  again  warned  of  their  ap- 
proach by  a  traveller,  who  had  been  shot  at  and  wounded  I)}' 
two  of  their  number  on  his  way  to  the  village,  but  still  persisted 
with  an  inexplicable  infatuation  in  discrediting  the  report. 

7.  The  attack  immediately  commenced.  Brant  with  his  In- 
dians leading  the  way,  closely  followed  b}-  Butler  and  liis 
rangers.  The  house  of  Mr.  Wells  was  first  entei-ed  by  a  mixed 
party  of  Tories  and  Senecas,  and  iiis  whole  family,  with  oue 
exception, — consisting  of  himself,  wife,  four  children,  mother, 
brother,  sister,  and  three  domestics,  —  ruthlessly  massacred, 
one  son,  absent  at  vSchool,  only  escaping.  Colonel  Alden,  also 
an  inmate  of  the  house,  was  tomahawked  and  scalped  in  his  at- 
tempted fliLrht.  The  house  of  the  aged  pastor,  Mr.  Dunlnp.  \\  i«s 
next  attacked,  his  wife  slain  before  his  eyes,  and  his  own  liib 


Attack  upon  Cherry  Valley.  —  Indiscriminate  massacre  of  the  inhabitants. 


124 


FIFTH  PERIOD. 


spared  only  through  the  interference  of  one  of  the  ^[ohawk 
chiefs. 

8.  Colonel  Campbell's  house  was  then  surrounded,  and  in  his 
absence  his  wife  and  four  children  were  taken  prisoners.  The  in- 
discriminate slaughter  of  men,  women,  and  children  went  on  with 
relentless  ferocity,  until  thirty-two  of  the  inhabitants  and  eleven 
soldiers  were  slain ;  all  the  dwellings  and  out-houses,  with  their 
contents,  burned ;  and  forty  prisoners,  including  the  officers  of 
the  garrison,  carried  into  captivity.  On  the  next  day,  after 
securing  all  the  sheep,  cattle,  and  horses  of  the  settlement,  and 
discharging  the  captured  women  and  children,  the  enemy  re- 
tired. 

9.  It  is  but  justice  to  Brant  to  state  that  the  chief  responsi- 
bility of  this  savage  outbreak  and  wholesale  massacre  and  rob- 
bery of  innocent  and  defenceless  women  and  children  rested 
upon  the  head  of  the  infamous  Butler  and  his  malignant  band 
of  traitors  and  Tories.  Brant  exerted  himself  throughout  the 
fearful  conflict  to  save  the  ciViision  of  blood  and  arrest  the  indis- 
criminate slaughter  going  on  around  him.  He  succeeded  in 
protecting  and  concealing  several  of  the  inhabitants,  while  But- 
ler personally  directed  all  the  operations  of  the  party. 

10.  Of  the  wretched  survivors  of  this  bloody  massacre,  nearly 
two  hundred  were  deprived  of  house  and  home,  and  left  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  provision  and  clothing.  ^lost  of  those 
killed  were  women  and  children,  and  many  of  the  prisoners 
consisted  of  men  suspected  of  Tory  principles,  and  who  conse- 
quently deemed  themselves  secure  of  protection  from  their  cap- 
tors. No  distinction,  however,  seems  to  have  been  made  be- 
tween them  and  others  by  their  infuriated  enemies,  and  not 
even  the  influence  of  Tyrant  was  able  to  atTord  them  any  exemp- 
tion from  the  general  slaughter. 

j..^  11.  Early  in  June,  1770,  General  Clinton  conducted  an 
expedition  up  the  Hudson,  resulting  in  the  capture  of 
Stony  Point,  a  rocky  promoiitory  at  the  head  of  Havcrstraw 
Bay,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  and  Verplanck's  Point, 
nearly  opposite  on  the  eastern  side.  On  the  loth  of  July,  how- 
ever, General  \Vayne,  acting  under  detailed  and  minute  insLruc- 
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tions  from  General  Washington,  recaptured  the  first-named 
fortress  after  a  spirited  and  severe  contest,  with  heavy  loss  of 
men  and  military  stores  on  the  part  of  the  British.  The  fort 
on  Verplanck's  Point  was  immediately  surrendered,  and  soon 
afterwards  Major  Lee  surprised  a  British  garrison  at  Tauhis 
Hook,  now  Jersey  City,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson,  o[)po- 
Bite  New  York,  killing  thirty  men,  and  taking  a  large  number 
of  prisoners. 

12.  On  the  night  of  the  19th  of  July,  Brant,  at  the  head  of 
sixty  wamors  of  his  tribe  and  twenty-seven  Tories  in  Indian  dis- 
guise, attacked  the  settlement  at  Minisink,  in  the  western  part 
of  Orange  County,  lying  on  the  Neversink  River,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Shawangunk  Mountains.  After  setting  fire  to  ten  liouscs 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  destroying  the  church,  barns,  and  mills 
in  the  neighborhood,  they  retired  with  their  plunder,  without 
attempting  further  violence. 

13.  Intelligence  of  this  outrage  having  been  forwarded  to 
Colonel  Tusten  at  Goshen,  that  officer  at  once  procecdcl  with 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  many  of  them  volunteern,  to 
the  settlement,  where  a  council  was  held  as  to  the  best  nuKle 
of  avenging  the  injur}^  Colonel  Tusten.  opposed  pursuit  until 
the  aiTival  of  reinforcements  to  his  small  band ;  but  the  major- 
ity, under  the  advice  of  Major  Meeker,  counselled  an  imiiit-liate 
march,  which  was  accordingly  directed.  On  the  followini'  morn- 
ing, Colonel  Hathorn  arrived  with  a  few  recruits,  and  ;i--.-umcd 
command  of  the  party  as  the  senior  officer. 

14.  Ascertaining  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  force,  of  which 
the  predatory  band  of  the  preceding  day  was  only  a  portion,  tiie 
officers  of  the  detachment  again  counselled  prudence,  bur.  were 
again  overruled  by  tiieir  rash  associates  ;  nor  did  the  dea- h  of 
Captain  Tyler,  who  was  soon  afterwards  shot  down  in  a  rv^:on- 
noitring  expedition  by  a  party  in  ambush,  induce  great^-r  cau- 
tion. They  soon  came  up  with  the  main  body  of  the  enemy, 
nioving  towards  the  ford  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liick.iv'.uicn 
^'rork,  when  Colonel  Hathorn,  with  the  view  of  intcrc- j ' 
tiu'ir  fliglit,  turned  to  the  right  to  escape  obser\'ation  he 
Could  accomplish  this  object. 

Stirprise  of  15riti^h  fjurrisou  at  Taulus  Hook.  — Attack  of  Braci  upoa 
lilt;  btttlcment  at  Minisink. 
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15.  Brant,  having  detected  this  movement,  immediate] v 
threw  his  force  into  the  rear  of  his  opponent,  and  placed  their, 
advantageously  in  ambush,  while  he  executed  a  series  of  skilfu' 
and  successful  manoeuvres  to  draw  off  his  attention.  Upwards 
of  fifty  men  were  separated  from  the  main  body,  leaving  the  i-c- 
mainder  to  sustain  the  shock  of  the  enemy's  attack.  Occupying 
the  summit  of  a  hill,  and  drawn  up  in  hollow  squares,  tlicy 
maintained  the  unequal  contest  for  several  hours,  when  their  | 
sheltered  position  became  exposed,  and  they  were  surrounded  ])y 
their  foes,  and  compelled  to  surrender  at  discretion  or  cut  their 
"w\ay  through  their  merciless  enemies.  The  wounded — seventeen 
in  number — were  immediately  butchered,  forty-five  were  slaugh- 
tered in  their  efforts  to  retreat,  and  of  the  whole  body  thirty  | 
only  escaped. 

16.  But  the  hour  of  fearful  retribution  was  at  hand.  An  ex- 
pedition was  organized  under  the  direction  of  Washington,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  General  Sullivan,  for  the  effectual 
extirpation  of  these  savage  and  brutal  marauders  :  the  main 
body,  under  Sullivan  in  person,  to  operate  in  Pennsylvania  and 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  ;  and  the  other,  under 
General  James  Clinton,  brother  of  the  Governor  and  father  of 
Do  Witt  Clinton,  to  move  from  Canajoharie  by  way  of  Otsego 
Lake  and  the  Susquehanna  River  to  unite  with  the  main  body 
at  Tioga  Point. 

17.  General  Clinton,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men, 
reached  Canajoharie  on  the  IGth  of  Jime,  and  on  the  succeeding 
day  commenced  the  transportation  of  his  boats  —  two  hundred 
and  ten  in  number,  with  the  necessary  stores  —  to  the  head  of 
Otsego  Lake,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  over  roads  cut  through 
the  forests  and  over  the  hills.  With  the  efficient  assistance  of 
Colonel  Willett  he  accomplished  this  task  in  ten  days,  and  on  the 
1st  of  July  passed  down  the  lake  to  its  outlet,  near  the  present 
village  of  Coopcrstown,  where  he  awaited  orders  from  Sullivan, 
erecting,  in  the  mean  while,  a  dam  across  the  outlet  for  frcility 
of  transportation,  as  well  as  for  the  destnx-tion,  by  the  overflow 
of  its  waters  on  removal,  of  the  crops  of  the  Indians  on  the 
banks  of  tlie  Susquehanna, — both  which  objects  were  fully  ac- 
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complished,  to  the  astonishment  and  surprise  of  the  savages,  who 
were  ignorant  of  the  cause. 

18.  It  was  not,  however,  until  late  in  August  that  the  di- 
vision joined  General  Sullivan  at  Tioga,  and  their  united  forces 
proceeded  up  the  east  bank  of  the  Chemung  River,  destroying 
the  crops  of  the  Indians  in  their  progress.  On  the  29th  the 
enemy  were  discovered  in  force,  occupying  an  advantageous  po- 
sition near  the  present  site  of  Elmira.  The  brigades  of  Generals 
Clinton  and  Poor  were  advanced  against  the  position  occupied  by 
the  enemy's  right,  the  possession  of  which  was  fiercely  contested 
by  Brant  and  his  Indians,  who,  after  a  protracted  and  skilful 
defence,  were  at  length  driven  back,  and  General  Poor  pressed  to 
the  attack  of  the  left  flank. 

19.  Rallying  his  warriors  to  a  renewed  effort,  and  supported 
by  his  Tory  allies.  Brant  again  sounded  the  terrible  war-whoop, 
and  the  contest  was  resumed  with  desperate  energy.  The  su- 
periority of  the  invading  force,  however,  and  the  presence  of  tlie 

^  artiller}',  soon  compelled  them  to  yield,  and  a  precipitate  retreat 
ensued.  The  fugitives  were  followed  for  two  miles,  leaving 
their  dead  and  tomahawks  and  scalping-knives  behind.  During 
the  ensuing  two  weeks  their  villages  and  crops  were  destroyed 
throughout  the  entire  settlement,  including  the  chief  town, 
near  Geneva,  in  which  were  some  sixty  houses  surrounded  by 
orchards  and  cornfields,  and  those  on  the  present  sites  of  Water- 
loo, Canandaigua,  Honeyoye,  Genesee,  and  Cuyler,  and  on  the 
banks  of  Cayuga  Lake. 

20.  On  the  14th  of  September  the  army  crossed  the  Genesee 
River,  where,  at  the  old  town  oi  Genesee,  they  found  the  muti- 
lated remains  of  Lieutenant  Boyd  and  Sergeant  Parker,  who  had 
been  cruelly  put  to  death  by  torture,  by  command  of  Butler, 
notwithstanding  the  protection  solemnly  pledged  them  by  Brant. 
Upwards  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  houses,  seven  hundred  acres 
of  growing  corn,  and  vast  quantities  of  other  property  belonLcing 
to  the  Indians,  were  here  destroyed.  Recrossiug  the  river  on 
the  IGth,  the  troops  commenced  their  homeward  march,  reaching 

ProLrrcss  of  the  ex])cdition.  —  Dctrut  of  the  Indians,  and  destruction  of 
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Wyoming  on  the  30th  and  Eastern  Pennsylvania  on  the  15th 
of  October. 

21.  This  severe  chastisement  of  the  Indians,  while  it  afforded 
a  temporary  check  to  their  ravages  and  subjected  them  to  grcit 
suffering  and  distress,  failed,  nevertheless,  in  reducing  to  any 
considerable  extent  their  effective  numerical  force,  or  preventing 
their  retahation  on  the  frontier  settlements  whenever  a  favor 
able  opportunity  was  presented.  The  wholesale  destruction  of 
property  by  the  invading  army,  and  the  disgraceful  brutality  of 
portions  of  the  troops  in  emulating  the  worst  barbarities  of  their 
savage  foes,  reflected  no  small  discredit  on  the  enterprise  in  the 
estimation  of  the  friends  of  humanity  at  home  and  abroad. 


CHAPTER  X.  • 

Treason  of  Arnold.  —  Capture  and  Execution  of  Andre.  —  Close 
OF  TUE  War. 

1.  On  the  3d  of  February,  17S0,  five  companies  of  Continental 
troops,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, stationed  at  a  place  known  as  Young's  house,  on  the 
Tarrytown  Ptoad,  in  Westchester  County,  a  few  miles  north 
of  the  village,  were  attacked  by  a  force  of  between  five  and 
six  hundred  royalists  from  Kingsbridge  and  Fort  Washington, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Norton.  The  little  garrison, 
taken  by  surprise,  were  unprepared  for  defence ;  and  after  a 
gallant  and  severe  conflict  were  compelled  to  retreat  with  the 
loss  of  one  ofticer  and  thirteen  men  killed,  thirty-seven  wounded, 
and  twenty  prisoners.  The  Iioval  (Jrenadiers  having  forced  a 
house  in  \Nhich  a  few  of  the  fugitives  had  taken  refuge,  it  was 
set  on  fire  and  burned  to  the  ground,  with  five  wounded  men 
who  were  unable  to  eflect  their  escape. 

2.  In  the  year  1778  a  strong  redoubt,  called  Fort  Clinton  in 
honor  of  George  Clinton,  then  Governor  of  New  York,  had  been 
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erected  on  the  extreme  end  of  the  promontory  of  West  Point, 
on  tiie  west  bank  of  the  Hudson,  which,  with  otiier  defences,  in- 
chiding  an  enormous  iron  chain,  each  ring  of  which  weighed  one 
hundred  pounds,  stielched  across  the  river,  were  intended  to 
strengthen  this  important  position  and  prevent  the  access  of  the 
British. 

3.  Benedict  Arnold,  in  an  e  vil  hour  for  his  own  fame,  had  been, 
in  the  f:xll  of  1780,  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  pobL  His 
previous  splendid  services  in  the  French  and  Indian  "War  and 
during  Burgoyne's  campaign  had  been  somewhat  obscured  by 
subsequent  events,  while  in  tempomry  command  at  Philadelphia 
in  1778,  and  he  had  been  reprimanded  by  AVashington  under 
sentence  of  a  court  martial  for  alleged  official  malpractices  and 
dishonesty.  Still  he  possessed  the  full  confidence  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  u  as  believed  to  be  entirely  trustworthy. 

4.  Smarting  under  the  disgrace  of  his  sentence  and  the  repri- 
mand of  the  Geneial,  and  oppressed  by  pecnniary-  embarrass- 
ments, he  was  induced,  while  in  command  of  West  Point,  to 
enter  into  a  treasonable  correspondence  with  Sir  Henr\'  Clinton, 
the  commander  of  the  British  army  at  Xew  York,  having  for  its 
ultimate  object  the  betrayal  of  the  foiiress  committed  to  his 
charge,  with  its  dependencies,  in  consideration  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  and  a  brigadier's  commission  in  the  English  army. 

5.  On  the  3d  of  August,  Arnold  took  command  of  the  for- 
tress, establishing  his  head-quarters  at  a  house  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  formerly  belonging  to  Colonel  Beverly  Robin- 
son, but  which,  on  account  of  his  adhesion  to  the  Royalists,  had 
been  confiscated  by  the  Americans.  AVest  Point,  occupying  a 
{♦osition  which  conmiandcd  the  communication  between  the 
I'listem  and  Southern  States,  and  being  considered  impregnable 
to  attack,  was  regarded  as  the  strongest  and  most  important 
liiilitary  post  in  the  Union.  A  treasonable  con-espondence  had 
hoon  carried  on  between  Arnold  and  Major  John  Andre,  Adju- 
tant-Ceneral  of  the  British  army,  in  behalf  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
f^r  nearly  eighteen  months  previous  to  the  occuj.'ation  of  the 
^'rt,  under  the  names  of  "Gustavus"  and  "John  Anderson," 
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and  a  tempting  opportunity  was  now  afforded  for  the  culmina- 
tion of  the  negotiations. 

6.  Arnold  was  now  desirous  of  a  personal  interview  with 
Andre ;  and  with  a  view  to  this  object  he  informed  Colonel 
Sheldon,  the  conmiandcr  of  a  troop  of  horse  at  Salem,  West- 
chester County,  that  he  expected  a  person  from  New  York  with 
a  flag  of  truce,  directing  him  to  meet  him  at  Dobbs's  Ferry  and 
escort  him  to  head-quarters.  Sheldon,  in  ignorance  of  the  pur- 
port of  this  communication,  returned  it,  with  a  message  that  he 
would  be  unable  to  meet  the  flag,  and  expressing  the  hope  that 
General  Arnold  would  himself  be  able  to  do  so.  To  this  ar- 
rangement the  latter  assented. 

7.  On  arriving  at  the  ferry,  however,  neither  x\ndre  nor  Bev- 
erly Robinson,  who  was  cognizant  of  the  whole  aftair,  appeared. 
Arnold  immediately  wrote  to  ^Vashington,  who  was  at  Tappan 
with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  preparing  for  another  attack  on 
New  York,  informing  him  of  his  journey  down  the  river  for  the 
examination  of  its  defences  and  the  arrangement  of  signals.  An- 
other meeting  with  Andre,  in  disguise,  was  appointed  for  the 
20th  of  September.  Clinton  in  the  mean  while  had,  on  the 
18th,  sent  the  sloop-of-war  Vulture  up  the  river  with  Robinson, 
who  despatched  a  note  to  Arnold  at  Verplanck's  Point,  request- 
ing an  interview,  ostensibly  with  reference  to  the  disposition  of 
his  property  opposite  West  Point. 

8.  A  few  hours  after  the  reception  of  this  letter,  Washing- 
ton himself,  accompanied  by  General  Lafayette,  arrived  at  Ver- 
planck's Point,  on  his  way  to  Hartford  to  meet  Count  Rocham- 
beau.  Arnold  showed  him  Robinson's  letter,  and  was  cautioned 
by  him  to  avoid  all  correspondence  with  the  latter,  as,  in  view 
of  all  the  occurrences  of  tlie  past  year,  calculated  to  implicate 
him  unfavorably  in  the  public  estimation.  The  General  with 
his  suite  crossed  the  river  in  Arnold's  barge,  where,  from  some 
chance  observation  of  Lafayette's,  and  a  suspicious  scrutiny  by 
AVashington  of  the  Vulture,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  distance, 
he  became  seriously  apprehensive  of  the  discovery  of  his  treason. 

9.  On  the  succeeding  day  lie  communicated  with  Robinson, 
apprising  him  of  his  intention  to  send  a  trusty  messenger  on  the 
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next  night  to  Dohbs's  Ferry,  or  on  board  the  Vulture,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  his  letter  to  Andi-e,  both  which  were  transmitted  by 
Robinson  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who,  on  the  morning  of  tlie 
20th,  despatched  Andre  to  Dobbs's  Ferry,  with  positive  instruc- 
tioQS  not  to  go  within  the  American  lines,  to  assume  no  dis- 
guise and  receive  no  papers.  Failing  to  meet  any.  one  at  tlie 
ferry,  Andre  proceeded  up  the  river  to  the  Vulture,  which  he 
reached  at  seven  o'clock,  but  found  there  no  messenger  from 
Arnold,  as  he  hud  been  led  to  expect, 

10.  A  Mr.  Joshua  H.  Smith,  who  resided  near  the  village  of 
Haverstraw  and  sustained  a  respectable  character,  having  been 
frequently  employed  by  Arnold  and  his  predecessor  in  ol)tain- 
mg  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  British,  had  been  ap- 
prised by  the  f  n-mer  of  the  expected  conference,  and  requested 
to  bring  "  ]\Ir.  Anderson  "  on  shore  from  the  Vulture.  Being 
imable  to  procure  a  boat  for  this  pur])Ose,  he  sent  a  message  to 
that  effect  to  head-quarters,  and  Arnold  went  himself  to  Vcr- 
planck's  Point,  and  despatched  a  messenger  to  Continental  Vil- 
lage for  his  own  barge,  with  directions  to  forwai'd  it  to  the  creek 
in  Haverstraw  near  Smith's  house. 

11.  On  the  night  of  the  21st,  Smith,  with  mufSed  oars,  de- 
scended the  river  to  the  Vulture,  returning  at  a  late  hour  with 
Major  Andre,  who,  in  spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  Robinson, 
persisted  in  going  on  shore  in  his  uniform,  concealed,  however, 
by  a  large  blue  siirtout.  Landing  at  the  foot  of  Clove  Moun- 
tain, six  miles  below  Stony  Point,  he  was  conducted  by  Smith 
to  the  presence  of  Arnold,  who  awaited  his  arrival  among  tiie 
bushes  in  the  vicinity.  Their  conference  ^vas  prolongeil  until 
daybreak,  when  they  rode  together  to  the  residence  of  Smith. 
The  challenge  of  a  sentinel,  and  the  cannonade  on  the  Vulture, 
compelling  her  to  drop  still  farther  down  the  riven  were  the 
first  intimation  to  the  imfortunate  xVndre  of  his  2)resence  within 
the  American  lines. 

12.  p]vervthinir  bavins:  been  satisfactorily  arranired  between 
the  conspirators,  Arnold  rctuniecUit  ten  o'clock  to  his  quarters  ; 
and  Andre,  exchanging  his  uniform  for  a  disguise,  and  furnished 
^"ith  a  pass  from  Arnold,  with  several  important  papers  concealed 
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in  his  stockings  containing  full  information  of  the  condition  and 
strength  of  the  fort  and  the  arrangements  for  the  movements 
of  the  garrison  in  case  of  an  alann,  proceeded  on  horseback,  ac- 
companied bj  Smith,  to  King's  Ferry,  which  they  crossed,  and 
proceeded  through  the  upper  part  of  AVestchester  County  on 
their  route  to  the  Vulture,  Smith  having  refused,  on  pretence 
of  fatigue  and  illness,  to  convey  him  thither  by  boat. 

13.  At  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  they  were  challenged 
by  a  sentinel  eight  miles  from  the  ferry,  and  Captain  Boyd,  the 
commander  of  the  post,  made  iiis  appearance,  inspected  their 
passports,  and  demanded  their  business.  Apparently  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  given  by  Smith,  he  informed  him  of  the 
dangerous  conditit>n  of  the  roads  leading  to  White  Plains,  in- 
fested as  they  were  by  Cow-Boys  and  Skinners  of  both  armies, 
and  advised  tlicir  remaining  at  the  post  until  the  next  moniing. 
Unwilling  to  excite  increased  suspicion,  this  aiTangement  was 
assented  to,  and  they  passed  the  night  very  uneasily  at  the 
house  of  Andreas  Miller,  who  lived  near  by. 

1-4=  At  dawn  on  the  succeeding  morning  they  resumed  their 
jouniey,  taking  the  route  to  Pine's  Bridge,  Andre  being  in  un- 
usually cheerful  spirits,  and  conversing  freely  with  his  compan- 
ion on  litcrarv^  and  otlier  topics.  After  partaking  of  a  simple 
breakfast  at  a  house  about  two  miles  north  of  the  Bridge, 
Smith  left  Andre  and  returned  to  his  family,  then  at  Fishkill. 
The  latter  proceeded  alone  on  his  perilous  journey  through 
Tanytown.  Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  his  progress 
was  intercepted  by  three  militia-men,  —  John  Paulding,  David 
Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wart,  —  while  watching  with  their  com- 
rades for  stragglers  and  stray  cattle  from  the  British  lines,  who, 
perceiving  his  approach,  at  once  arrested  him. 

15.  Losing  his  presence  of  mind  at  this  unexpected  obstacle, 
Andre,  aware  of  the  character  of  tlie  region,  and  its  common 
occupation  by  straguders  from  both  armies  indiscriminately, 
innnediately  expressed  to  his  ca{)tors  his  hope  that  they  belonged 
to  his  own  party.  "Which  party?"  demanded  Paukling. 
"The  lower,"  replied  Andre.  do,"  ol^served  the  former; 

upon  which  Andre  imprudently  avowed  himself  a  British  officer, 
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on  particular  business,  and  begged  not  to  be  detained'  for  a  nao- 
ment.    This  sealed  his  doom. 

IG.  On  being  informed  of  the  truth  by  his  captors,  he  pro- 
duced Arnold's  passport,  and  endeavored  to  excuse  his  previous 
statement  by  his  apprehensions  of  falling  in  with  a  British 
pai^ty ;  but  neither  tliese  nor  his  liberal  offers  of  money  and 
his  gold  watch  were  of  any  avail  with  these  stern  and  incor- 
ruptible patriots.  On  discovering  the  important  papers  con- 
cealed on  his  person,  he  was  conducted  to  the  nearest  military 
station  at  North  Castle. 

17.  On  the  next  day  he  was  transferred,  for  greater  security, 
to  Colonel  Sheldon's  quarters  at  Salem,  where  he  was  recognized 
by  Major  Tallmadge,  who  urged  Colonel  Jameson,  the  com- 
mander of  the  post,  not  to  return  him  to  Arnold,  and  took 
charge  of  him  himself  He  was,  however,  very  injudiciously  per- 
mitted to  communicate  with  Arnold,  and  thereby  was  the  tirst 
to  apprise  him  of  the  failure  of  their  plans,  and  to  enable  liim 
to  make  his  escape,  which  he  accordingly  effected  on  the  same 
day,  in  the  Vulture,  having  taken  a  hurried  leave  of  his  wife, 
and  manned  his  barge  without  a  moment's  delay. 

18.  Washington,  in  ignorance  of  all  these  events,  arrived 
early  in  the  morning  at  Arnold's  head-quarters,  and,  having 
breakfasted,  crossed  over  to  West  Point.  Finding  him  absent, 
he  spent  some  time  in  an  examination  of  the  defences  of  the 
post  and  returned  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  was  informed  hy 
Colonel  Hamilton  of  the  whole  conspiracy  and  its  detection,  but 
too  late  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  traitor. 

19.  Meanwhile  his  unfortunate  victim,  Major  Andre,  was 
treated  with  great  kindness  and  consideration  by  Major  Tall- 
madge, who  soon  contracted  a  strong  friendship  and  rei^urd  f  tr 
him,  and  indulged  him  in  every  privilege  of  which  his  situation 
admitted,  permitting  him  to  communicate  freely  with  Washing- 
ton, whieh  he  did,  informing  him  of  his  name  and  rank,  the 
motives  from  which  lie  acted,  and  his  readiness  to  submit  to 
Such  consequences  as  the  stern  laws  of  honorable  warfare  ex- 
acted. 

20.  On  the  29th  of  September,  Washington,  after  visiting 
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West  Pornf  ,  and  iraking  every  preparation  for  its  defence,  vrent 
to  Tappan,  "vvhere  the  army  was  encamped,  Andre,  in  the  meiui 
time,  had  been  taken  from  Sheldon's  quarters  to  Robinsoii'> 
house,  thence  to  West  Point,  where  he  remained  until  the  '2M]\. 
when  he  was  conducted  to  Tappan.  His  behavior  during  tlii.^ 
period,  and  his  unaftected  gratitude  for  all  the  indulgences 
permitted  him,  secured  him  the  sincere  sympathy  and  kindly 
regards  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

21.  A  board  of  officers,  consisting  of  six  major-generals  and 
eight  brigadiers,  was  convened  immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
Washington,  before  which  Andre  was  tried,  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  suffer  death.  Every  effort  was  made  by  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  avert  his  fate,  and  every  opportunity  afforded  l)y 
Washington  for  his  defence.  His  only  request  was  that  he 
might  be  shot,  as  became  a  soldier ;  but  this  mitigation  of  his 
sentence  was  deemed  incompatible  with  the  strict  rules  of  the 
service.  It  was  believed,  however,  that  Washington  would  not 
have  been  unwilling  to  have  exchanged  him  for  the  vile  traitor 
whose  dupe  he  had  been. 

22.  Arnold,  meanwhile,  had  taken  up  his  abode  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  where  a  gallant  effort  was  made  for  his  capture  by 
the  chivalrous  Champe,  who  fci-ncd  to  desert  to  the  British  anny, 
and  met  with  a  cordial  reception  from  the  traitor.  Availing 
himself  with  promptitude  of  the  facilities  thus  obtained,  a  plan 
for  seizing  and  carrying  him  otf  was  matured,  but  on  the  day 
preceding  that  fixed  for  its  execution  was  unfortunately  foiled 
by  an  order  for  the  eml)arkation  of  Champe  for  the  Chesi^peake. 
He,  however,  embraced  the  earliest  op[)ortunity  to  desert  from 
the  British  army  and  retiu-n  to  his  comrades  for  the  vindication 
of  his  honor  and  patriotism.  Arnold  remained  in  the  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  repaired  to  Enghmd,  where 
he  died,  several  years  afterwards,  in  obscurity  and  disgrace,  thus 
closing  in  darkest  infamy  a  career  which  might  have  been  dis- 
tinguished beyond  most  of  his  compeers  for  bravery  and  daring 
heroism. 

23.  The  fatal  day  for  his  execution  having  arrived,  Andre,  at 
noon  of  the  lid  of  October,  arrayed  in  the  tuU  dress  of  a  British 
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officer,  with  the  exception  of  the  s^vord,  was  conducted  bv  a 
large  detachment  of  troops,  accompanied  by  an  immense  con- 
course of  people,  to  the  gallows,  which  was  erected  on  the  sum- 
mit of  a  hill  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  Tappun  Villairc. 
He  manifested  some  surprise  on  becoming  aware  of  the  manner 
of  his  execution,  of  which  he  had  not  previously,  as  it  would 
seem,  been  apprised  ;  but  soon  recovering  himself,  adjusted  the 
halter  with  his  own  hands,  bandaged  his  eyes,  called  the  s[)ec- 
tators  to  witness  that  Tie  died  like  a  brave  man,  when  the  cart 
moved  from  beneath  him,  and  in  a  few  moments  all  was  over. 

24.  Thus  perished,  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  aire,  the 
chivalrous  and  unfortunate  Major  Andre,  around  whose  prema- 
ture fate  the  sympathies  of  all  Europe  and  America  were  clustered 
and  still  remain.  Contrasting  his  treatment,  the  indulu'ont 
clemency  extended  to  him  by  his  judges,  and  the  kind  and  ten- 
der respect  which  has  been  paid  to  his  memory,  with  the  brutal 
barbarities  inflicted  by  the  British  upon  the  young  Anu'ricau 
patriot  Hale,  under  precisely  similar  circumstances,  we  may  well 
be  content  to  await  the  verdict  of  posterity  ! 

25.  On  the  21st  of  November  a  party  of  Tory  refugees  from 
Rhode  Island,  occupying  the  St.  George's  Manor  House  on 
Smith's  Point,  Long  Island,  which  they  had  fortified,  were  dis- 
lodged by  Major  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  under  the  direction  of 
Washington,  a  severe  chastisement  inflicted  u{x>n  a  portion  of 
the  garrison,  —  who  after  its  surrender  fired  upcm  the  :i.-<s;>ili!ig 
party  from  one  of  the  houses,  — and  a  British  vessel  lyiiiu'  ii^ 
the  neighborhood  secured  with  its  crew.  Froni  thence  M;ijor 
Tallmadge,  with  Lieutenant  Brewster  and  ten  men,  procee<led  to 
Coram,  where  he  destroyed  a  lar'j:e  quantity  of  foraLa^  collected 
for  the  use  of  the  British  army,  and,  having  successfully  accom- 
plished the  object  of  his  expedition,  returned  to  their  quar- 
ters at  Fairfield,  Connecticut  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 
Seven  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  four  otficcrs 
and  fifty  soldiers  taken  prisoners.  Major  Tallmadire  received 
the  thanks  of  Congress  and  the  warm  approval  of  the  Com 
niander-in-Chief  for  his  bravery  and  that  of  his  men. 
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25.  The  splendid  victory  at  Yorktown  on  the  lOtli 
1781-83.  October  was  virtually  a  close  of  the  war.  Pulilir 
rejoicings  pervaded  every  portion  of  the  country",  and  the  loth 
of  December  vras  set  apart  as  a  day  of  general  thanksgivini:. 
Clinton  was  superseded  in  his  command  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
•who  soon  afterwards  arrived  in  New  York  ;  but  all  further  hos- 
tilities were  suspended.  In  March,  1782,  Lord  North  retired 
from  the  British  Cabinet,  and  Carleton  was  directed  by  his  suc- 
cessor. Lord  Rockingham,  to  open  negotiations  for  a  treaty  of 
peace.  The  American  Congress  appointed  John  Jay,  John 
Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Plenry  Lau- 
rens, to  act  n.3  commissioners  for  this  purpose  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  On  the  30th  of  November  the  preliminaries 
were  signed  at  Paris;  and  on  the  3d  of  September,  1783,  a  defin- 
itive treaty,  recognizing  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
was  concluded. 

27.  On  the  3d  of  November  the  Continental  army  was  dis- 
banded by  order  of  Congi-ess,  and  on  the  25th  Washington 
entered  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  British  troops  took  their 
final  departure.  On  the  4tli  of  December,  Washington  took  an 
affecting  farewell  of  his  old  companions  in  arms,  with  whom  he 
had  been  so  long  and  so  closely  united  in  the  struggle  for  na- 
tional independence,  and  proceeded  to  Annapolis,  where  Congress 
was  then  in  session.  Having  formally  resigned  his  commission 
to  that  body  as  Commander-in-Chief,  he  returned  to  Mount 
,  Vernon  as  a  private  citizen,  soon  to  be  recalled  from  its  quiet 
shades  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  nation  he  had 
founded. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ADOmoy  OF  THE  COXSTITUTIOX  OF  THE  UxiTED  STATES. 

1.  The  war  bein^  now  over,  and  the  independent  exist-  ^ 
cnce  of  the  United  States  as  a  member  of  the  family  of 
nations  having  been  officiaily  recoirniz.ed,  it  speedily  l)ecame  evi- 
dent that  tlie  provisional  eonstitution  of  L,ajvernment  as  (  ^tab 
lished  by  the  Artieles  of  Confederation  ado[)tcd  by  the  CouL^rc-s-s 
of  1777  was  inadequate  in  many  essential  respects  to  the  pres- 
ent exigencies  of  the  public  welfare. 


Position  of  atfuirs  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
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2.  By  that  instrument  the  several  States  of  the  Union  vrcrc 
merely  leagued  together  for  the  accoraplishnient  of  a  specific 
purpose,  retaining  in  all  things  their  individual  sovereignty, 
and  only  surrendering  it  in  any  case  at  the  pleasure  of  their 
accredited  representatives,  acting  under  instructions  from  their 
own  legislatiu-e.  That  piupose  having  now  been  accomplished, 
some  more  effective  provision  was  deemed  indispensable  to  the 
functions  of  a  national  government  in  its  dealings  with  other 
nations,  and  its  discharge  of  its  obligations  to  its  own  constit- 
uent members. 

3.  Public  attention  in  all  the  States  was  therefore  turned  to 
the  consideration  and  discussion  of  such  a  modification  of  the 
existing  system  as  should  remedy  its  manifest  defects,  and, 
while  providing  for  an  efficient  administration  of  tlie  domes- 
tic and  foreign  affah's  of  the  Union  as  a  nation,  should  at  tlie 
same  time  secm-e  to  its  mcmber-s  respectively  the  rights  and 
powers  pertaining  to  them  in  their  original  capacity  as  sovereign 
States. 

4.  The  State  of  New  York  occupied  a  commanding  position, 
at  this  time,  among  her  sister  States.  The  prominent  part 
taken  by  her  citizens  in  the  Revohitionary  stmg-glc  ;  the  fact 
that  she  alone  of  all  the  L^nited  ( -olonies  had  promptly  met  every 
demand  and  fulfilled  every  requisition  of  the  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment, and  even  made  advances  on  her  own  credit  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  of  other  States  ;  her  extensive  commerce,  and 
vast  territory,  and  the  alnlity  and  patriotism  of  her  leading 
statesmen,  —  all  entitled  her  to  special  consideration,  and  gave 
her  a  powerful  influence  in  the  national  councils. 

5.  As  early  as  17S;>,  imui(\liately  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  a  feeling  of  jealousy  of  the  concentnition 
of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  central  government  was  mani- 
fested by  the  repeal  in  the  Lc^jfi.slature  of  an  act  passed  in  1781, 
on  the  rccomracndation  of  Congress,  granting  to  the  United 
States  the  import  duties  collected  in  the  port  of  New  York, 
and  directing  their  collection  by  otHcers  ap{)ointe<;l  by  Congress; 
and  by  substituting  in  its  stead  a  similar  a[)pn>priation  of  the 
duties,  to  bo  collected,  however,  by  State  oflicei-s.    In  the  sue- 

Articles  of  Confc<l{'rafion.  — Proymsitions  for  modlHcution  of  the  Articles. 
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ceeding  year  an  art  was  passed  by  the  same  body  establishing 
a  custom-house  and  a  revenue  systera  in  place  of  the  regula- 
tions previously  adopted  by  Congi-ess. 

^  6.  These  acts  were  the  natural  result  of  the  large  increase 
of  revenue  accruing  to  the  State  by  the  revival  of  trade  and 
commerce  consequent  on  the  return  of  peace  and  by  the 
navigation  laws  of  the  other  States,  which  rendered  the  city 
of  New  York  the  great  commercial  mart  of  the  Union.  Every 
effort  to  restore  to  Congress  the  disposition  and  control  of  this 
revenue  proved  futile.  The  collectors  were  appointed  by,  and 
made  amenable  exclusively  to,  the  State  authorities  ;  and  the 
Legislature,  in  178o,  went  so  for  as  to  make  the  duties  payable 
in  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  State. 

7.  Congress,  perceiving  the  dangerous  consequences  to  the 
stability  of  the  national  credit  of  this  enactment,  —  the  in- 
evitjible  effect  of  which  would  be  the  rapid  depreciation  of 
Government  securities  by  the  unlimited  issue  of  an  incon- 
vertible paper  cun-ency, — requested  Governor  Clinton  to  con- 
Tene  the  Legislature  for  its  reconsideration.  This,  however,  was 
declined  by  the  Governor,  upon  the  gi*ound  tiiat  no  siithcicnt 
cause  was  shown  for  the  exercise  of  this  extraordinary  power, 
the  decision  of  the  Legislature  having  been  but  recently  made 
upon  full  consideration  and  mature  deliberation. 

8.  In  the  mean  time  a  convention  of  commissioners  from  ,  ^ 
the  several  States,  held  at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  in  Scjv 
tember,  178G,  —  New  York  being  represented  by  General  Hamil- 
ton, —  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  the  necessity  and  expediency 
of  a  uniform  system  of  commercial  regulations,  recommended 
the  calling  by  Congress  of  a  convention  of  dclcirates  to  meet  at 
rhiladelphia,  in  May  of  the  ensuing  year,  for  the  sole  and  ex- 
press purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
i*eportin<x  to  Congress  and  the  several  tState  legislatures  such 
amendments  and  modifications  as  should,  when  confirmed  by  tho 
former,  and  agreed  to  by  the  requisite  number  of  States,  bo 
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found  adoqiiate  to  tho  exigencies  of  the  Goverament  and  ti  e  1 
preservation  of  the  Union.  '\ 
9.  Congress  having  adopted  this  recommendation,  it  ' 
became  necessary  for  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  at  ^ 
regular  session  in  the  -winter  of  1787,  to  determine  whctiirr  \ 
the  Stato  should  be  represented  in  that  body,  and  if  so,  \ 
whom.    General  Hamilton  succeeded  in  procuring  an  electi«'!i  I 
to  the  Legislature  as  a  representative  of  the  city  of  New  York.  1 
and  his  fatlier-in-law,  General  Philip  Schuyler,  was  alrejid\-  a  \ 
member  of  the  Senate.    In  conjunction  with  Chief- Justice  J;iy,  \ 
Chancellor  Livingston,  and  the  Van  Pvenssclaers,  these  men  wero  \ 
regarded  as  the  leading  champions  of  the  Federal  Government  ; 
while  Governor  Clinton,  who  had  been  successively  re-elected  to 
his  present  position  from  term  to  term,  since  the  adoption  ot 
the  State  Constitution  in  1777,  with  Justice  Yates  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  John  Lansing,  subsequently  Chancellor,  and 
Melancthon  Smith,  were  the  prominent  advocates  of  what  were 
deemed  States'  rights. 

10.  The  Legislature,  on  its  assembling,  after  an  animated 
debate,  in  which  Hamilton  took  a  leading  part,  approved,  by  a 
strong  vote,  the  proceeding  of  the  Governor  in  reference  to  the 
convocation  of  an  extra  session.  Messrs.  Yates,  Lansing,  and 
Hamilton  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
at  Philadelphia ;  their  powers  being,  however,  specially  re- 
stricted to  the  revision  of  the  existing  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, in  accordance  with  the  call  of  the  convention. 

11.  On  the  assembling,  in  May  following,  of  the  National  Con- 
vention, presided  over  by  General  Washingtox,  a  great  diver- 
sity of  views  prevailed  among  the  delegates  as  to  the  proper 
course  to  be  pursued.  One  portion  of  this  number,  including 
]\Iessrs.  Yates  and  Lansing  of  New  York,  insisted  upon  confin- 
ing their  deliberations  to  such  an  amendment  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  as  should  enlarire  the  powers  of  tb.e  national  gov- 
ernment, and  give  it  greater  efficiency.  Another,  under  the 
lead  of  Hamilton,  advocated  the  formation  of  an  entirely  new 
Constitution,  with  ample  provisions  tor  tlie  concentration  of  tlio 
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executive  power  in  a  president  and  senate,  to  hold  office  during 
good  behavior,  with  the  power  to  appoint  State  governors  and 
control  State  legislation,  a  House  of  llepresentatives  elected 
triennially,  and  a  permanent  judiciary. 

12.  A  third,  whose  views  ultimately  predominated,  headed 
by  Randolph  of  Virginia,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  James 
Madison,  a  leading  statesman  of  that  Commonwealth,  contended 
for  the  establishment  of  a  government  representing  in  its  Con- 
stitution both  the  national  and  State  sovereignty  and  the  peo- 
ple collectively,  —  throngh  the  President  and  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives,  chosen  virtually  by  the  people,  and  a  Senate,  the 
members  of  which  should  be  elected  by  the  State  legislatures 
respectively. 

13.  On  the  final  prevalence  of  this  plan,  the  delegation  from 
New  York,  with  the  exception  of  General  Hamilton,  witiidrew 
from  the  convention,  regarding  its  determination  in  this  respect 
as  at  variance  with  their  instructions  and  with  the  explicit  object 
to  which  the  convention  itself  was  restricted.  The  Constituti(»n 
—  having,  however,  been  completed  in  accordance  witli  the  views 
of  the  majority  —  was,  on  the  17th  of  September,  adopted  and 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  several  States,  through  conventions 
to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  the  assent  of  nine  of  the  thirteen 
States  being  required  for  its  ratification. 

14.  Immediately  on  its  pul3lication  in  New  York,  a  vi<»lent 
and  spirited  contest  ensued  between  its  advocates  and  op- 
ponents, who,  in  accordance  witli  their  previous  piix-iivitics, 
ranged  themselves  into  two  distinct  and  well-org.anized  ['artios, 
the  former  known  as  Federalists,  and  the  latter  as  Anti-lVMlcrd- 
ists.  Hamilton,  in  conjunction  with  Madison  and  Jay,  coni- 
menceii  and  contiiuied  in  the  public  papers  the  admiral )le  scries 
of  articles  entitled,  The  Federalist,"  which  exerted  a  })ower- 
ful  induence  upon  the  piiblic  mind,  and  essentially  contributed 
to  the  final  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  Its  opponents,  how- 
ever, under  the  lead  of  Governor  Clinton  and  his  associates, 
backed  by  the  popular  majorities  which  had  hitherto  sustained 
them.  rallie<i  with  great  enthusiasm  and  ability  to  the  defence 
of  State  r:^'!its:. 
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15.  On  the  one  hand  it  was  urged  by  the  assailants  of  tho 
proposed  Constitution,  that  by  its  adoption  a  fatal  blow  would  be 
struck  at  the  independent  sovereignty  of  the  States,  by  the  grad- 
ual absorption  of  the  principal  functions  of  government  by  tho 
central  power ;  that  the  wealth  and  immense  resources,  of  New 
York  especially,  instead  of  being  devoted  to  the  expansion,  de- 
Telopment.  and  cultivation  of  its  vast  territory,  and  the  prosper- 
ity and  welfare  of  its  own  citizens,  would  be  largely  diverted  to 
the  national  coflers ;  that  its  preponderance  of  population  would 
be  sacrificed,  through  the  agency  of  the  Senate,  to  the  interests 
of  the  smaller  States,  and  the  popular  element  swallowed  up  by 
an  aristocratic  concentration  of  the  executive  and  legislative 
departments ;  that  the  inevitable  tendency  of  such  a  state  of 
things  would  be  to  the  estaljlishnient  of  a  virtually  monarchical 
government ;  and  that  the  framcrs  of  the  instrument  submitted 
for  ratification  clearly  and  palpably  exceeded  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  them,  which  embraced  only  a  revision  and  modifica- 
tion, instead  of  a  repeal,  of  the  existing  Articles  of  Confederation. 

16.  To  these  arguments  it  was  replied  by  the  Federalists,  that 
the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  new  government  was  so 
carefully  arranged,  that,  so  far  from  enabling  it  to  trench  upon 
the  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  of  the  States,  it  was  itself  liable 
to  constant  and  serious  cncrouchments  on  their  part,  thereby 
weakening  instead  of  strenLfthening  the  executive  and  even  the 
legislative  department ;  that  tlie  existing  confederacy,  consisting 
as  it  did  of  a  mere  league  of  independent  States,  held  together 
only  by  the  common  interest  of  all  its  members,  and  subject  to 
disintegration  at  the  pleasure  of  any,  was  wliolly  inadequate  to 
the  purposes  (»f  govenuncnt,  and  unsusceptible  of  any  alteration 
not  radically  aflecting  tlie  fundamental  principle  of  its  Constitu- 
tion ;  that  in  view  of  the  probable  assetit  of  the  requisite  number 
of  States  for  the  ratification  of  the  new  Constitution,  independent- 
ly of  the  vote  of  New  York,  that  State  vrould  occupy  the  unenvi- 
able and  untenable  position  of  a  neutral  sovereign,  surrounded 
by  a  great  nation,  bound  to'j^ether  by  a  federative  union  ;  and 
that  ample  provision  was  made  by  the  Instrument  submitted  for 
adoption,  by  wliich  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  classes  of 
citizens  and  all  State  organizations  were  etiectually  secured. 
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17.  GoTfmor  Clinton,  in  his  annual  message  to  the 
Legislature  oi"  17  88,  n  voided  all  allusion  to  the  proposed  ^'^^* 
Buhmission  of  the  Constitution  to  the  approval  of  tiie  State. 
The  subject  was,  however^  brought  before  the  Legislature  on  the 
17th  of  January,  by  a  resolution  proposing  the  call  of  a  conven- 
tion for  that  purpose,  which,  after  some  opposition,  Avas  passed ; 
and  in  the  ensuing  spring  sixty-seven  delegates  were  elected 
to  the  convention  at  Poughkeepsie,  of  whom  a  clear  majority 
were  opposed  to  the  C'.nistitution.  Alexander  Hamilton,  John 
Jay,  Chancellor  Livingston,  Chief-Justice  llichard  Morris,  and 
James  Duane  were  returned  from  the  city  of  New  York ;  and 
Messrs.  Yates  and  Lansing,  Governor  Clinton  and  his  brother 
James  Clinton,  and  Melancthon  Smith,  were  among  the  dele- 
gates from  the  other  counties. 

18.  The  convention  organized  on  the  17th  of  June  by  the 
appointment  of  George  Clinton  as  President.  A  majority  of 
its  members  strongly  urged  the  calling  of  a  new  national  con- 
vention, for  the  purpose  of  making  additional  amendments 
specified  by  them,  or  at  the  least  giving  their  assent  to  the  pro- 
])osed  Constitution  on  coi^fUtion  of  the  adoption  of  such  amend- 
ments ;  but  on  the  receipt  of  intelligence  of  the  ratification  of 
the  Constitution  by  the  requisite  number  of  States,  contented 
themselves  with  its  adoption  on  the  2Gth  of  July,  by  a  vote  of 
thirty  to  twenty-seven,  with  the  recommendation  merely  of  the 
proposed  amendments. 

19.  On  the  13th  of  September  the  new  Constitution  was 
officially  proclaimed  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  December  the  Leiris- 
lature,  specially  convened  by  Governor  Clinton,  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  five  delegates  to  represent  the  State  in  the  con- 
cluding session  of  the  Continental  Coni]Tcss.  Provision  was  also 
made,  on  a  subsequent  day,  for  the  choice  of  presidential  elec- 
tors, and  the  State  divided  into  congressional  districts,  in 
pnrsuance  of  which,  Egbert  nENS')N,  ^VILLIAM  Floyd,  John  Ha- 
TH'-.RN,  Jeremiah  Van  PtENSSEr.AER,  and  Peter  Sylvester  were 
elected  representatives  in  the  First  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

K'ux'tion  of  dclcjxates  to  State  C(>inTntion  at  PouirhkcopsL'.  —  Katilic  itioii 
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20.  The  two  Houses  not  being  able  to  agree  upon  the  moi'.c 
of  choosing  senators,  the  State  remained  unrepresented  in  tin- 
Senate  during  the  first  session.  An  address  to  Congress  w:i.s 
adopted,  requesting  the  call  of  another  convention  at  tho 
earliest  practicable  period,  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  ameiui- 
ments  to  the  national  Constitution.  Important  improvements, 
in  legal  jurisprudence,  chiefly  prepared  by  Samuel  Jones,  uu 
eminent  lawyer,  were  also  ingrafted  upon  the  statute-book  of 
the  State. 


CHAPTER  11. 

Opganization  of  the  N.vTioyAL  Government.  —  Inauguration  of 
Washington  and  Adams.  —  Internal  Improvements.  —  Public 
Lands. 

1.  Early  in  Februar}-,  1789,  the  presidential  electors  of  the 
several  States  assembled  at  their  respective  capitals,  and 
unanimously  made  choice  of  (Jkorgr  Wa-siiingtox  of  Vir- 
ginia as  President,  and  Joiix  Adams  of  Massachusetts  as  Vice- 
President,  of  tlie  Ifnited  States.  The  city  of  New  York  having 
been  selected  by  Conu^ross  as  tlie  seat  of  the  national  government, 
the  City  Hall,  in  which  the  Continental  Congress  was  accus- 
tomed to  hold  its  sessions,  was  remodelled  and  repaired  for  tho 
accommodation  of  its  successors.  On  the  4th  of  March,  the  day 
appointed  for  the  org-.mizatiou  of  tho  new  government,  the  hall 
was  thrown  open  amid  the  firiuLT  of  cannon  and  ringing  of  bells. 
A  few  only  of  the  mcmbei-s  of  Congress,  however,  made  their 
appearance  ;  and  in  their  absence  the  residue,  owing  to  the  state 
of  the  roads  and  the  deticiency  of  pul)lic  conveyances,  awaited 
for  upwards  of  a  month  the  arrival  of  their  colleagues.  On  the 
6th  of  April  a  sufhcient  number  had  amved  to  constitute  a 
quorum  ;  and  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresentatives  en'ected 
an  organization,  and  proceeded  to  count  the  votes  for  Pres'dent 
and  Vice-President  and  declare  the  result. 

Recommendation  for  lu-w  convention  to  j)roposc  junendmcnts  to  the  Con- 
stitution. —  Iiiiproviincnt  of  the  hiw.  —  Election  of  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
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2.  On  the  Slst,  Vice-President  Adams  amved  in  the  city, 
having  been  conducted  with  a  niiUtary  escort  from  the  boundary 
of  the  State  to  Kingsbridge  by  Governor  Clinton,  where  he  was 
received  by  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  accompanied  l)y  them 
to  the  City  Hail.  Two  days  afterwards,  President  WASUiNGTo>f 
arrived  from  Mount  Vernon,  whence  his  journey  to  the  capital 
bad  been  a  continuous  triumphal  procession.  At  Alexandria, 
Georgetown,  Philadelphia,  and  Trenton  his  progress  was  gi'eeted 
with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 

3.  At  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  he  was  taken  in  charge  by  a 
committee  of  Congress,  and  embarking  in  a  barge,  splendidly 
decorated,  was  conducted  to  the  foot  of  AVall  Street,  where  he 
was  received  by  the  Governor  and  the  municipal  authorities  and 
a  large  procession  of  citizens,  and  escorted  to  his  residence  in 
Cherry  Street.  In  the  evening  the  city  was  brilliantly  illumi- 
nated, and  a  splendid  display  of  fireworks  closed  the  festivities 
of  the  day. 

4.  At  noon  on  the  30th  of  April,  after  the  performance  of  re- 
ligious services  in  all  the  churches  of  the  city,  the  inauguration 
ceremonies  were  commenced  by  the  formation  of  a  procession 
from  the  house  of  the  President  elect,  headed  by  the  city  cavalry, 
and  consisting  of  the  members  of  Congress  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments in  carriages,  followed  by  Washington  in  a  separate  car- 
riage, and  his  military  family  and  resident  foreign  ministers  in 
others. 

5.  On  reaching  the  Senate  Chamber  he  was  received  by  the 
Vice-President  and  conducted  to  the  balcony  fronting  on  Broad 
Street,  where,  in  the  presence  of  an  inuneiisc  crowd,  the  oath 
of  office  was  administered  by  Chancellor  Livingston.  lieturn- 
ing  to  the  Senate  Chamber,  the  President  delivered  the  inautru- 
ral  address,  after  which  the  whole  assembly  proceeded  on  foot 
to  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Proadway,  where  prayers  were  read  by 
the  chaplain  to  the  Senate,  and  at  their  conclusion  the  Presi- 
dent was  escorted  to  his  residence.  A  display  of  fireworks  in 
the  evening  concluded  the  ceremonies. 

6.  The  triumph  of  the  Federalists  in  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  prevailing  popular  sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
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nevr  adminiRt-^tion  of  the  general  government,  gave  rise  to  n 
strong  feelip.g  of  opposition  to  the  re-election  of  Govenior 
Clinton,  whose  official  term  would  expire  in  July.  Vigorous 
efforts  were  accordingly  made,  preparatory  to  the  April  elections, 
to  replace  hira  by  Associate-Justice  Robert  Yates,  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  wdio  although  a  leading  opponent  of  the  new  Con- 
stitut'cn,  had  since  its  ratification  unifarnily  given  it,  officially 
and  otherwise,  his  support,  and  who,  from  his  popularity  with 
the  Anti-Federalists,  might,  it  was  supposed,  detach  a  sufficient 
number  of  his  friends  from  the  support  of  Governor  Clinton  to 
insure  his  defeat. 

7.  The  contest,  however,  after  an  animated  canvass,  resulted 
in  the  re-election  of  Governor  Clixtox  by  a  reduced  majority. 
Notwithstanding  the  general  success  of  the  Federalists  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  PiciTO  Van  Cortlandt  was  elected 
Zieutenant-Governor.  Both  General  Hamilton  and  Colonel 
Burr  actively  participated  in  the  contest  as  supporters  of  Jus- 
tice Yates,  as  did  most  of  the  prominent  and  leading  men  of  the 
Federal  party. 

8.  On  the  Gth  of  .July  the  Legislature  convened  in  special  ses- 
sion under  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  ;  and  on  the  19th, 
General  Philip  Schuyler  and  Rufus  King  were  appointed  sen- 
ators of  the  United  States.  The  latter  gentleman  had  been  a 
representative  from  Massachusetts  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
where  he  had  distinguished  himself  for  his  abilities  and  practical 
talents,  and  had  but  recently  become  a  citizen  of  Xew  York. 
No  other  business  of  general  importance  was  transacted  during 
the  session. 

9.  During  the  second  session  of  tlie  first  Congress,  which 
convened  on  the  8th  of  January,  1790,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  General  Hamilton-,  proposed  the  assumption  of 
the  foreign  and  domestic  piil)lic  debt,  amounting  to  fifty-four 
millions  of  dollars,  together  with  the  debts  of  the  respective 
States  contracted  durini^  the  war,  estimated  at  about  half  that 
amount.    So  acrimonious  were  the  debates  and  discussions  on 
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the  latter  part  of  this  proposition,  that  serious  apprehensions 
were  entertained  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Through  the 
joint  exertions  of  Hamilton  and  Jetferson,  however,  the  meas- 
WTQ  was  finally  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the  Southern  delegjites, 
in  return  for  which  the  North  consented  to  the  permanent  loca- 
tion of  the  national  capital  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  after 
the  expiration  of  ten  years,  during  which  its  seat  should  be  at 
Philadelphia.  The  State  election  in  April  resulted  in  a  Federal 
majority  in  both  Houses. 

10.  The  Legislature  assembled  in  the  city  of  New  York 

1791. 

on  the  3d  of  January,  1  791.  By  the  census  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  the  population  of  the  State  amounted  to  324,127, 
showing  an  increase  chiefly  in  the  northern  and  western  coun- 
ties of  upwards  of  85,000  during  the  past  five  years.  A  new 
apportionment  of  representatives  and  senators  became,  therefore, 
necessary,  and  was  recommended  by  the  Governor  in  his  annual 
message  ;  and  a  communication  between  the  Hudson  and  L:\ke 
Champlain  on  the  north  and  Wood  Creek  on  the  west,  by  clear- 
ing out  the  obstructions  in  the  Mohawk,  and  cutting  a  canal, 
were  suggested  fur  the  purpose  of  affording  greater  facilities  to 
the  settlers  in  that  region. 

11.  The  term  of  office  of  General  Schuyler  as  United  States 
Senator  having  expired,  Aaron  Burr  was  appointed  as  his  suc- 
cessor. A  new  apportionment  of  senatorial  districts  was  made, 
the  State  being  divided  into  four  gi'eat  districts,  —  Eastern,  West- 
ern, Southern,  and  Middle  ;  the  Eastern  and  Westeni  eacli  elect- 
ing five,  the  Middle  six,  and  tiie  Southern  eight  senators.  Threo 
new  counties  —  Herkimer,  Otsego,  and  Tioga  —  were  formed  out 
of  Montgomery,  formerly  a  portion  of  Tryon  County.  The  As- 
sembly under  the  new  apportionment  consisted  of  seventy-three 
and  the  Senate  of  twenty-four  members.  The  State  elections 
in  April  exhibited  no  material  change  in  the  state  of  par- 
ties. 

12.  At  the  termination  of  the  war  the  State  found  itself  the 
owner  of  more  than  seven  millions  of  acres  of  wild,  unculti- 

Ueinovnl  of  the  capitiil.  —  Sr;ite  ck-ction.  —  Meeting'  of  the  Lc^ri^l.iturc. 
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fial  iinproveiiuiit.  —  Election  of  Auroa  iJuiT  as  Uuited  States  beuutur.  — 
iieapix)rtionrucnt  of  the  State. 
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Tated,  and  unimproved  lands,  situated  chiefly  in  the  norfli. t:, 
and  western  portions  of  its  territory.  Prior  to  the  present  y.  .  • 
few  sales  of  this  vast  possession  had  been  made  ;  and  an  act  \\  .  ^ 
accordingly  passed  autliorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Lai.  i 
Office,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Attorncv- 
Geueral,  Treasurer,  and  Auditor,  to  dispose  of  these  lands  in 
such  manner  as  they  should  judge  most  conducive  to  the  publ.c 
interests. 

13.  Under  this  act,  upwards  of  five  millions  of  acres  were- 
sold  during  the  year  for  about  one  million  of  dollars,  —  nior  ' 
than  one  half  of  the  whole  to  a  single  individual,  —  Alexand'r 
McComb,  —  for  eightpcncc  per  acre,  on  a  long  credit  witiiout  in- 
terest. Large  parcels  were  also  sold  for  a  trifling  considcnitioii 
to  other  purchasers.  Such  an  indiscriminate  and  wholesale 
disposition  of  this  vast  inheritance  was,  to  say  the  least,  injiuli- 
cious  in  the  extreme,  and  wholly  indefensible  on  any  sound 
principles  of  political  economy,  and  could  scarcely  fail  to  sub- 
ject its  agents  to  severe  condemnation. 

14.  During  the  session  ensuinir,  commencins:  on  the  5th 
1792.  -  . 

of  January,  17'J2,  an  act  was  passed,  in  accordance  witli 

the  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  incorporating  the  "  West- 
ern Inland  Lock  Navi^Mtion  Company,"  of  which  General  Philip 
Schuyler  was  President,  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Mohawk  Iliver  and  the  construction  of  a  canal  from 
thence  to  Seneca  Lake  and  Lake  Ontario.  The  "  Northern  In- 
land Lock  Navigation  Con\pany was  soon  afterwards  organized 
under  the  same  auspices,  fur  the  purpose  of  opening  a  communi- 
cation between  the  Hudsou  River  and  Lake  Champlain,  and  the 
route  carefully  surveyed  by  Mr.  Weston,  a  civil  engineer,  and 
Thomas  Eddy  ;  thereby  laying  a  foundation  for  those  magnifi- 
cent works  of  internal  improvement,  destined  hereafter  to  exert 
so  great  an  influence  on  tlie  prosperity  of  the  State. 

15.  The  Governor,  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
recommended  the  application  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
unappropriated  lands  to  the  payment  of  the  State  debt  and 
the  current  expenses  of  the  government.     This  opened  the 
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whole  question  of  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  and  gave 
rise  to  an  animated  debute  in  the  House  on  a  resolution  censur- 
ing, in  strong  terms,  the  commissioners  for  the  course  pursued 
by  them,  resuitiug,  however,  in  the  rejection  of  the  resolution, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  substitute,  approving  their  proceed- 
ings. 

16.  The  April  elections,  after  a  spirited  canvass,  resulted  in 
the  re-election,  bv  a  close  vote,  of  Governor  Clixtox  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Van  Cortlandt,  over  Chief-Justice  Jay  and 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  candidates  of  the  Federalists.  On 
the  6th  of  November  the  Legislature  again  assembled  in  New 
York,  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  presidential  electors.  The 
presidential  canvass  resulted  in  the  imanimous  re-election  of 
General  Washixgton  and  Vice-President  Adams. 

17.  The  arrival  of  Citizen  Genet,  in  the  spring  of  1793, 
as  the  envoy  of  the  new  French  Republic,  a  few  days  after 

the  declaration  of  war  between  that  country  and  England,  was 
the  harbinger  of  new  political  complications.  The  obvious  policy 
of  the  American  Government  was  that  of  strict  neutrality,  while 
all  the  sympathies  of  the  people  were  with  their  late  chivalrous 
allies  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  The  Federalists  ranged 
themselves,  as  a  party,  in  support  of  the  Government,  and  their 
opponents  in  favor  of  active  interference  in  behalf  of  the  French. 
Genet,  seciu-e  of  the  popular  support,  proceeded  to  fit  out  priva- 
teers for  the  destruction  of  British  commerce  on  the  high  seas, 
while  Washington  sternly  declared  his  determination  of  enforc- 
ing the  proclamation  of  neutrality. 

18.  The  reception  of  the  French  minister  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  the  summer  of  this  year  was  enthusiastic  in  the  extreme, 
and  his  hostility  to  England  "VA  as  so  warmly  seconded  througli- 
out  the  country,  that  nearly  fifty  British  vessels  were  ca{)tured 
during  the  year  by  privateers  from  the  various  ports  manned  by 
American  seamen.  Genet  still  further  strengthened  his  interest 
and  increased  his  popularity  by  a  marriage  with  the  daughter 
of  Governor  Clinton,  the  leader  of  the  republican  party,  lie 
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was,  however,  soon  afterwards  recalled,  on  the  demand  of  tl-^ 
President,  by  the  French  Government;  but,  although  depriv.-.l 
of  all  official  authority,  still  remained  in  the  country,  of  which  lio 
became  a  permanent  citizen. 


CHAPTER  III. 

FoUKDATIOir  OF  THE  CoMMON-SCHOOL  SySTEM. — ADMINISTRATION  OP 

GovERKOR  Jay.  —  Lvternal  Improvements. 

1.  The  Legislature  met  at  Poughkeepsie  on  the  Gth  of  Janu- 
arv,  1795.    Governor  Clinton  communicated  his  annual 

1795 

message,  in  which,  after  renewing  his  recommendation  for 
the  revision  of  the  criminal  code,  he  reminded  the  Legislature, 
that,  while  liberal  provisions  had  been  made  for  the  endowment 
of  colleges  and  other  higher  seminaries  of  learning,  no  legislative 
aid  had  yet  been  afforded  to  the  Common  Schools.  Deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  paramount  imjwrtance  of  these  agencies  for  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  the  people,  he  earnestly  recom- 
mended a  suitable  provision  for  their  encouragement  and  support. 

2.  An  act  was  accordingly,  at  an  early  period  of  the  session, 
introduced  and  j)assed  into  a  law,  appropriating  an  annual  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  five  years  to  this  object,  the  inter- 
est of  which  was  directed  to  be  paid  over  to  the  several  county 
treasurers  in  amounts  proportioned  to  the  population  of  the 
respective  counties  and  towns,  the  latter  of  which  were  also  re- 
quired to  raise  by  tax  an  amount  equal  to  one  half  of  the  appor- 
tionment made  to  tlicni  res[)ectively,  —  the  whole  to  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  pn)j)er  otficers  in  each  school-district,  to 
the  payment  of  the  wages  of  teachers  duly  employed  and  proper- 
ly qualified.  This  was  the  oriirin  of  the  present  Common-School 
system  of  the  State,  now  so  imjK)rtant  and  flourishing  a  branch 
of  its  government. 

3.  On  the  27th  of  January,  IluFus  King  was  re-elected  a  Sen- 
ator in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  term  of  six  years.  Governor 
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Clinton's  official  term  having  nearly  e:xpiredj  he  declined  being 
considered  as  a  candidate  for  re-election.  A  continuous  service 
of  nearly  thirty  years  in  the  colonial  assemblies  and  executive 
department  had  undermined  his  health,  and  entitled  him,  in 
his  judL^nnQent,  to  a  r-.  tirement  from  the  public  service.  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor Van  Cortlandt  also  declined  a  re-election  on  ac- 
count of  his  advanced  age.  John  Jay  was  again  placed  iu 
nomination  by  the  Federalists  as  Governor,  with  Stephen  Van 
Kensselaer  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  while  the  Republicans 
nominated  Chief-Justice  Yates  and  William  Floyd  as  theii'  can- 
didates. 

4.  At  the  ensuing  spring  election,  Messrs.  Jay  and  Van  Rens- 
selaer were  duly  elected,  with  a  decided  Federal  majoritv  in 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Jay,  at  the  time  of  his  elec- 
tion, was  absent  from  the  country,  having  been  despatclicd  to 
England  by  the  United  States  Government  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britain.  He  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  2Gth  of 
May,  where  he  was  received  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  The 
treaty  with  England  concluded  by  him  was  exceedingly  unpopu- 
lar with  the  Republican  party  throughout  the  country,  which 
sympathized  almost  universally  with  the  French  revolutionists, 
and  were  equally  hostile  to  British  influence. 

5.  Governor  Jay,  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  of  179G,  after  expressing  his  acknowledgments  for 

the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  electors,  urged  the  adop- 
tion of  efficient  measures  for  the  military  defence  of  the  State 
in  the  event  of  invasion.  Provision  was  made  by  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  improvement  of  the  criminal  jurisprudence,  and  for 
a  reapportionment  of  representatives  and  senators  under  the 
census  of  the  preceding  year.  A  bill  Wiis  introduced  early  in 
the  session,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  Governor  Jay,  }tro- 
vidiug  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  State,  which, 
however,  after  a  pndonged  and  exciting  debate,  was  virtually  de- 
feated by  a  close  vote,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  by  the  ad<>|>- 
tiou  of  a  resolution  providing  for  coui[)ensation  to  the  holders 
of  that  species  of  property. 

Governor  Clinton  dclincs  a  re-olecrion. — John  Jay  ekK-tcd  Ciovej-nor. 
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6.  Through  the  violent  and  revohitionary  excesses  of 
French  republic,  and  the  rash  and  indiscreet  conduct  of  ti,'  - 
agent,  M.  Genet,  in  this  country,  the  popular  excitement  aLra:!;  • 
the  treaty  concluded  by  Governor  Jay  with  Great  Britain  h:i<!  • 
a  very  great  extent  subsided.   The  universal  conhdence  reposo(i  :•. 
the  administration  of  General  Washington,  whose  second  to  : . 
approached  its  close,  and  who  declined  a  re-election,  and  the  li:..: 
character  of  Jay  in  connection  with  his  unexceptionable  o..- 
charge  of  the  otiicial  duties  intrusted  to  him,  had  strength  en '  ; 
the  hold  which  the  P\>deral  party  had  already  obtained  upon  t  "'.- 
public  confidence  and  support.    The  sprhig  elections,  therefur' . 
exhibited   the   usual    preponderance   of  that  party  in  boiii 
branches  of  the  Legislature. 

7.  This  body  assembled  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  Ut 
of  November  for  the  choice  of  presidential  electors,  and  ap- 
pointed electors,  who  cast  the  twelve  votes  of  the  State  in  favor 
of  John'  Adams  of  Massachusetts  for  President,  and  Thomas 
Pinckney.  of  South  Carolina  for  Vice-President.  John  Law- 
rence, of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  chosen  United  States  Sen- 
ator in  place  of  Paifus  King,  who  had  recently  been  appointeil 
Minister  to  England.  The  Legislature  then  adjourned  to  meet 
at  Albany  on  the  3d  of  January  ensuing.  The  congressional 
election  in  December  terminated  in  the  election  of  the  Ptcpul^- 
lican  candidates, — Edward  Livingston  of  New  York,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt  of  "West  Chester,  J.  N.  Havens  of  Sufiblk,  and 
Lucas  Elmendorff  of  Ulster. 

8.  On  the  reassembling  of  the  Legislature,  an  act  was 

1797 

passed  creatini;  the  office  of  Comptroller,  which  was  be- 
stowed upon  Sam u F.I.  Jones,  of  New  York.  The  county  of 
Delaware  was  erected  from  portions  of  Albany  and  Ulster  ;  and 
the  seat  of  govermnent  was  permanently  located  at  Albany,  and 
provision  made  for  the  erection  of  a  capitol  and  suitable  govern- 
ment offices.  Colonel  P>urr's  term  of  olhce  as  United  States 
Senator  havnig  expired,  PiiiLir  Sciiuyleii,  of  Albany,  was  chosen 
in  his  place. 

9.  In  the  mean  time,  John  Adams,  of  ^^Tassachusetts,  had  been 
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elected  President,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  of  Virginia,  Vice- 
Pre^jident  of  the  United  States,  and  diily  inaugurated  at  Phila- 
delphia on  the  4th  of  ^Earch.  The  State  elections  in  April  indi- 
cated a  decided  gain  in  favor  of  the  Republicans,  especially  in 
the  citj  of  Xew  Yo.'k,  where  their  representatives  in  the  Legis- 
lature, includiug  i^.aron  Buit,  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  and  De 
Witt  Clinton,  were  returned  by  a  heavy  majorit}'. 

10.  Governor  Jay  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Van  Rens- 

1 798 

SELAER,  were  re-eiected,  the  latter  unanimously,  and  the 
former  by  a  decided  majority  over  Chancellor  Livingston,  the 
candidate  of  the  Republicans.  This  party,  however,  obtained 
a  decided  preponderance  in  the  Legislatm-e.  De  Witt  Clinton 
nnd  Ambrose  Spencer  were  elected  to  the  Senate ;  and  among 
the  leading  Republican  representatives  in  the  Assembly  were 
Aaron  Burr  and  John  Swartwout  of  New  York,  David  Thomas 
of  Washington,  Erastus  Root  of  DelawiU-e,  Obadiah  German  of 
Chenango,  and  Jedediah  Peck  of  Otsego. 

11.  At  this  period  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
Federalists  and  Republicans  was  strongly  marked,  and  party  dis- 
sensions ran  high.  The  administration  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, under  the  elder  Adams,  supported  by  General  Hamilton 
and  Governor  Ja}',  was  characterized  by  a  series  of  high-handed 
and  despotic  measures,  altogether  at  variance  with  the  demo- 
cratic principles  which  were  beginning  to  prevail.  Govenior 
Jay,  ten  years  previously,  in  a  communication  to  General  Wash- 
ington, had  expressed  opinions  decidedly  averse  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  States,  and  in  fivor  of  a  concentration  of  power 
in  the  general  government  ;  and  the  recognized  leaders  of  the 
Fedenil  party  were  despondent  as  to  the  issue  of  the  experiment 
of  republican  institutions. 

12.  In  the  mean  time  these  men  were  the  dispensers  of  Fed- 
eral and  State  patronage;  increased  by  a  system  of  internal  tax- 
ati(jn  adopted  by  the  United  States  Government  :  a  standing 
army  had  been  organized,  unlimited  authority  to  borrow  money 
conferred  upon  the  President,  and  aiUitrary  authority  to  prose- 
cute and  imprison  all  aliens  or  citizens  venturing  to  arraign  the 
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proceeding  or  policy  of  the  administration  exercised  wit  hf  .  ;t 
restraint.    All  these  circumstances  combined  to  create  an  ::. 
tense  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  party  in  power,  both  in  the  Sta: 
and  nation. 

13.  A  special  session  of  the  Legislature  "was  convened  u' 
Albany,  by  Governor  Jay,  in  August.  A  war  with  Fnim , 
being  imminent,  as  the  result  of  the  special  mission  to  Frar.r. 
of  Messrs.  Pinckney,  Gerry,  and  Marshall  and  the  nefari<>u> 
practices  of  the  French  Hej^ublic,  the  Governor  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  to  the  necessity  of  efficient  preparations, 
on  the  part  of  the  State,  fur  defence,  to  which  that  body  re- 
sponded with  energy  and  vigor. 

14.  The  first  practical  suggestion  for  the  improvement  of 
the  facilities  for  internal  comumnication  between  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  and  the  nortliern  lakes  was  made  by  General  Washini.- 
TON  in  1784.  Having,  during  that  year,  personally  explored 
the  region  between  the  Hudson  River  and  Lakes  Erie  and  On- 
tario, by  the  route  of  the  .Mohawk  Biver,  Wocdd  Creek,  Oneida 
Lake,  and  the  Oswego  River,  and  made  a  tour  through  Lakes 
George  and  Champhiin  to  Crown  Point,  he  communicated  to 
Mr.  Jeff'erson,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  others  of  his  cor- 
respondents, his  views  of  the  importance  of  opening  and  im- 
proving those  channels  of  communication. 

15.  At  about  the  same  ])criod,  CiiRisTorHER  Colles,  a  resi- 
dent of  the  city  of  Xew  York,  who.  some  twelve  years  previous 
had  delivered  a  course  of  p\ibiic  lectures  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  subject  of  Lock  Navigation,  submitted  a  proposition  to  the 
State  Legislature  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Moliawk.  That  body,  deeming  the  enterprise  too  expensive  for 
State  adoption,  otTored  to  secure  to  him  and  his  associates  all 
profits  which  miglit  accrue  from  its  prosecution  by  private 
means,  and  in  IT^-j  made  him  a  grant  of  one  hmidred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  for  its  cncuuraijcement. 

16.  During  that  year,  Mr.  Colles  issued  proposals  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  company  for  the  improvement  of  the  inland 
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navigation  between  Albany  and  Oswego,  setting  forth,  with 
p-ctit  ability  and  comprehensiveness,  the  advantages  which 
would  accrue  from  such  an  enterprise,  and  the  facilities  for  its 
uccomplishment.  In  the  succeeding  year  the  Legislature,  on 
the  renewal  of  his  application,  evinced  their  approbation  and  a 
sense  of  its  importance,  but  no  effectual  measures  were  taken 
for  its  prosecution,  and  it  was  abandoned  by  its  enterprising  pro- 
jector, who  long  afterwards  died  in  obscurity  in  the  city  which 
Lis  genius,  if  properly  encouraged,  would  have  enriched.  Others 
were  destined  to  reap  the  abundant  harvest  of  the  fertile  seeds 
sown  by  him. 

17.  At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1791, 
Governor  George  Clixton"  adverted  to  the  importance  of  pro- 
viding facilities  oi  communication  between  the  seaboard  and  the 
frontiers  of  the  State  ;  and  an  act  was  passed  directing  the  ex- 
ploration and  survey  of  the  route  between  the  ^lohawk  and 
Hudson  Rivers  and  Wood  Creek  with  the  view  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  canaL  At  tlie  succeeding  session  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose  was  favorable,  and 
Governor  Clinton  renewed  his  recommendation  for  its  earnest 
consideration. 

18.  In  the  mean  time.  General  Philip  Schuyler  and  Elka- 
N'AH  Watson,  in  ignorance  of  the  j)lans  and  views  of  Mr.  Colics, 
had  exerted  themselves  with  great  energy  and  spirit  in  tlie  prose- 
cution of  the  same  idea.  In  1791,  Mr.  Watson  made  a  journey 
through  the  western  portion  of  the  State,  discovered  its  facili- 
ties for  internal  navigation,  and  published  a  scries  of  able  cs- 
Siiys,  which  essentially  contributed  to  the  adoption  of  initiatory 
nieasures  for  carrying  out  this  important  pn^ject. 

19.  During  the  session  of  the  Lc^dslature  in  1792,  as  already 
f^tated,  acts  had  been  passed  incorporating  the  Western  and  the 
Northern  Inland  Lock  Navigation  Companies,  the  harbingers  of 
the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals.  General  Schuyler  was  elected 
President  of  the  joint  company ;  and  among  its  most  ethcient 
ruembers  were  Thomas  Eddy,  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  liarent 
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Bleccker,  Elkanah  Watson,  and  Kobert  Bowne.    Its  objects  ^ 
the  improvement  of  the  navi<^ation  of  the  Mohawk  Uivcr,  ;.•  , 
the  opening  of  canals  and  lock  navigation  between  that  rivn-  : 
Seneca  Lake  and  Lake  Ontario,  and  between  the  Hudson  : 
Lake  Champlain. 

20.  In  the  year  179G  the  Western  Company  had  complctcl  - 
canal  at  the  Little  Falls  of  about  three  miles  in  length,  with  tr, 
locks,  and  another  of  a  mile  and  a  quarter  at  German  Flats  ;  a!;!, 
in  17*J7,  one  from  the  Mohawk  to  Wood  Creek,  nearly  two  mil.  • 
in  length,. —  making  in  all  about  seven  miles,  with  nine  lock-. 
Between  the  Hudson  and  Lake  Champlain  the  Northern  (A/iu 
pany  had  accomplished  nothing  of  importance.  The  expend,  s 
of  construction,  reconstruction,  and  repairs  of  the  canal  betwtc! 
Schenectady  and  the  (Jneida  Lake,  when  finally  completed,  weiv 
found  to  be  so  great  that  the  tolls  required  for  its  navigation 
rendered  it  virtually  useless. 

21.  In  1798  an  act  was  passed  incorporating  a  company  fcr 
the  construction  of  a  canal  t'l-om  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Erie,  witii 
sufficient  lockage,  passing  around  the  cataract  of  Niagara.  1  p 
to  this  period  no  distinct  conception  of  a  canal,  with  lock  navi- 
gation, from  the  Hudson  to  Lake  Erie,  seems  to  have  been  en- 
tertained in  any  quarter  ;  and  no  further  efforts  were  made  fur 
carrying  into  etlect  the  partial  enterprises  which  were  already 
commenced.  All  that  had  been  accomplished  was  the  removal 
of  obstructions  fnnu  the  channel  of , the  Mohawk  and  its  tribu- 
tary streams,  and  the  construction,  at  an  enormous  expense,  of  a 
small  canal  connecting  it  with  the  adjacent  waters. 

22.  An  act  "  for  supplying  the  city  of  New  York  with 
pure  and  w]i(»lesome  water"  was  passed  during  the  session 
of  the  Legislature  of  1790,  which  was  afterwards  found  to  confer 
very  important  banking  powers,  under  a  clause  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  the  Manhattan  Bank,  and  gave  rise  to  very  se- 
rious ])olitical  complications,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  many  of 
the  leading  Bepublican  candidates  at  the  sjnnng  election,  espe- 
cially in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  triumph  of  the  Federal 
party  throughout  the  State.    Tiiese  successes  were,  however, 
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neutralized  by  the  intolerant  enforcement  of  the  unpopular  se- 
ditious laws  of  the  general  government  by  the  executive  ofiicers 
of  the  State  and  nation. 

23.  The  death  of  General  Washington,  on  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, cast  a  deep  gloom  over  the  whole  country.  The  most 
imposing  funeral  honors  were  paid  to  his  memory  in  all  the 
principal  towns  and  cities  of  the  Union  ;  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York  especially,  all  parties  vied  in  the  expression  of  their  sym- 
pathy for  the  general  loss. 

24.  The  Legislature  met  at  Albany  on  the  28th  of  Janu- 

1800 

ary,  1800.  The  Governor,  after  pronouncing  a  brief  and 
feeling  eulogy  upon  General  Washington,  submitted  various 
recommendations  for  amendment  of  the  existing  laws,  and  con- 
cluded by  eaniestly  urging  upon  the  Legislature  an  adequate 
provision  for  the  support  of  common  schools.  Gouverxeur 
Morris  was  chosen  United  States  Senator  in  place  of  James 
Watson,  resigned. 

25.  The  April  elections  resulted  in  a  complete  triumph  of  the 
Republican  (now  known  as  the  Democratic)  party.  Do  Witt 
Clinton,  Ih'ockholst  Livingston,  Mr.  Swartwout,  General  Gates, 
John  Broome,  Henry  Kutgers,  and  Samuel  Osgood  were  elected 
to  the  Legislature  from  the  city  of  New  York,  Aaron  Burr  from 
Orange,  and  Smith  Thompson  from  Dutchess.  Thomas  Jefi-er- 
J^ON,  of  Virginia,  was  nominated  by  the  National  Hepu\)lican 
Convention  at  Philadelpiiia.  held  in  May^  for  President,  and 
Aaron  Burr  for  Vice-President.  Messrs.  Adams  and  Pinckney 
were  renominated  for  these  positions  by  the  Federalists. 

2G.'  On  the  first  Tuesday  in  Noveml)cr  the  Legislature  con- 
vened, and  the  Pepublican  candid:ites  for  electors  of  President 
and  Vice-President  were  elected  by  a  large  majority.  Joii:; 
Armstrong  was  elected  United  States  Senator  in  phice  of  Juhii 
Lawrence  resigned,  after  which  the  Legislature  adjourned  untd 
the  last  Tuesday  in  January.  George  Clinton  Avas  placed  in 
nomination  by  the  llepuMican  member   for   Governor,  and 

Intolerant  j)rom-(iin;j:.s  of  the  Fodi  rali-ts.  —  Doath  of  Vv'a- liiriLiton. — 
L<-_Msliiture  of  ISOO.  —  Rosnlt  of  April  vlcctioiis.  —  Tho  D-inocnuy  tii- 
mn|ihant. — Noniiiiations  for  l*ri'si(U'nt  ami  Vicc-rresitU nt. —  C  hoice  of 
]<rt'>i(l<-titial  doctors.  —  Klfction  of  United  States  Senator. — Nouuiiation 
of  candidates  for  Governor  and  Licuteiiant-Govcruor. 
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Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  for  Lieutenant-Governor ;  and  Sr  • 
pben  Van  Rensselaer  and  James  Watson  were  the  candidates  ( ! 
the  Federalists. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Organization"  of  the  Common-School  System.  —  Re-election  o? 
Governor  George  Clinton.  —  Duel  between  Hamilton  am> 
BcRR.  —  Death  of  Hamilton. 

1.  During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  ensuing  year, 

the  first  of  the  centurv,  a  bill  for  the  organization  of  the 
1801.  *' 

Common  Scliools  of  the  State  was  introduced  by  Judue 

Peck,  of  Otsego,  and  an  act  passed  directing  the  raising  by  lot- 
tery, under  the  control  of  managers  appointed  by  the  State,  ot' 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred  of  which  were  to  be  apportioned  by  the  regents  of  the 
University  among  the  colleges  and  academies,  and  the  residue, 
including  tlie  avails  of  tlie  fund  previously  appropriated  in  171)5, 
among  the  Common  Schools  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature 
should  prescribe.  An  act  was  also  passed,  recommending  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  to  Ijc  h(.dd  at  Albany  in  the  ensuing  Oc- 
tober, for  the  amendment  of  the  existing  Constitution  of  the 
State  in  reference  to  the  apportionment  of  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  appointing  power. 

2.  On  counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President  by 
Congress  in  February,  it  was  ascertained  that  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son and  Aaron  Blrr  had  each  received  seventv-three  votes  for 
their  respective  olHces,  and  Jolui  Adams  and  Mr.  Piuckney  each 
sixty-five  votes.  Under  the  then  existing  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, recpiiring  the  election  of  the  highest  candidates  voted 
for  as  President,  and  the  next  liighest  as  Vice-President,  no  choice 
had  been  elfected,  and  the  election  was  thrown  into  the  House 
of  Pvcpreseutatives.  Tlie  ballotings  by  States  in  this  body  con- 
tinued, amid  intense  excitement,  during  four  days  and  nights  ; 


Orj::\nl/,at:on  of  tlie  Coininon-Siliool  system, — 
convention  fur  the  anieiulmcnt  of  the  Constitution. — 
son  and  Burr  fur  the  Preiideaey. 
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and  it  was  not  until  the  thirty-sixth  ballot  tliat  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  finally  declared  elected  President,  and  Mr.  Burr  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

3.  Whatever  may  have  been  his  private  intrigues,  it  does  not 
appear  that  Colonel  Burr  had  in  any  way  openly  participated  in 
tliis  contest.  During  its  prevalence  he  remained  at  Albany,  in 
the  discharge  of  his  legislative  duties  ;  and  although  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  supposed  that  he  was  devoid  of  interest  in  the  result,  there 
is  nothing  to  show  that  any  elforts  were  made  on  his  part  to  de- 
feat Mr.  Jefferson,  the  candidate  of  his  party.  His  previous 
high  standing,  however,  as  a  Republican  leader  was  seriously 
impaired. 

4.  The  spring  elections  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Governor 
George  Clinton,  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Jeremiah  Van  Rens- 
selaer, with  a  Republican  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature. Both  the  national  and  State  governments  were  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Republican  or  Democratic  party.  At  the  spe- 
cial election,  in  August,  for  delegates  to  the  State  Constitutional 
Convention,  a  similar  preponderance  of  Republicans  appeared. 
John  V.  Henry  was  chosen  from  Albany,  De  Witt  Clinton  from 
Kings,  Aaron  Burr  from  Orange,  William  P.  Van  Ness  and 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  from  New  York,  and  Smith  Thompson  from 
Dutchess. 

5.  The  convention  assembled  at  Albany  on  the  13th  of  Octo- 
ber, and  organized  its  deliberations  by  the  election  of  Colonel 
Burr  as  President.  After  transacting  the  special  business  for 
which  they  were  convened,  an  adjournment  was  effected  at  an 
early  day.  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  was  appointed  Chancellor  in 
place  of  Mr.  Livingston,  who  was  soon  afterwards  made,  by  the 
President,  Minister  to  France,  where  he  succeeded  in  negotiating 
the  celebrated  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana. 

6.  The  Legislature  met  at  Albany  on  the  2Gth  of  Janu- 

*■  1S02. 
arj',  1802,  and  Ambrose  Spencer  was  appointed,  by  the 

Council,  Attorney-General  in  {)lace  of  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  re- 
signed.   An  apportionment  of  the  members  of  assembly,  now 

Af^ency  of  Burr  in  the  contest.  —  Re-election  of  Governor  Clinton  and 
Lieutenant-Governor  Van  Kens>eliier.  —  State  elections.  —  Proeix-iliiiL'^s  of 
the  Convention.  —  Appointment  of  Chancellor.  —  Meeting  of  the  Lcgialaturo. 
—  Ambrose  Spencer  appointed  Attorney-GeneraL 
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fixed  by  the  amended  Constitution  at  one  hundred,  was  ni:ii]. 
and  a  resolution  adopted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clinton,  pro|)(.>i;  • 
an  amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution,  providing'  !  : 
the  choice  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  by  sin  : 
electoral  districts,  and  requiring  such  electors  to  desi^matc  < 
their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  by  them  for  each  office. 

7.  On  the  9th  of  February,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  elect": 
United  States  Senator  in  place  of  General  Armstrong,  resiL^nr^i. 
The  spring  elections  resulted  in  another  Democratic  triuinpii. 
including  every  member  of  the  Senate  and  a  large  majority  in 
the  House.  Soon  after  this  period  an  imbittered  personal  an  l 
political  warfare  sprang  up  between  the  friends  of  Colonel  Burr 
and  those  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  carried  on  through  the  column- 
of  the  American  Citizen,  edited  by  James  Clicetham,  in  th* 
interest  of  the  latter,  and  the  Morning  Chronicle,  edited  ly 
Dr.  Irving,  in  that  of  the  former,  and  resulting  in  a  duel  be- 
tween Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Swartwout. 

8.  When  the  Legislature  convened  in  Januar}"  of  the  succeed- 
ing year,  it  speedily  became  apparent  that  a  large  majority  of  its 
members  disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Buit,  and  that 
he  and  his  friends  no  longer  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  Pie- 
publican  party.  The  latter  obtained  a  signal  and  decisive  tri- 
umph at  the  April  elections.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  appointed 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  place  of  Edward  Livingston, 
who  had  been  appointed,  by  the  President,  United  States  District 
Attorney;  and  Amhrose  Spencer  was  appointed  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  place  of  Jacob  Piadcliff,  resigned. 

^g^^  9.  On  the  31st  of  January,  180-1-,  the  Letrislature  airain 
assendiled.  The  Covernor  communicated  to  both  Honses 
the  amendment  of  tiie  Constitution  recently  adopted,  requiriiiLT 
the  presidential  electors  to  dcsiirnate  the  candidates  voted  f-T 
respectively  as  President  and  Vice-President.  Governor  Geohoe 
Clinton  was  placed  in  nomination  by  the  democracy  of  the  na- 


Dc  Witt  Clinton  appr)inte(l  Unitod  States  Senator. — Propo'^cd  amendnient 
to  the  national  r()n>titntion,  —  Controversy  between  the  friends  of  Clinrun 
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tion  as  a  candidate  for  Vice-President  at  the  ensuing  presiden- 
tial election  in  place  of  Colonel  Burr,  who  had  forfeited  their 
confidence.  The  latter  was,  however,  placed  in  nomination  by 
his  friends  for  the  office  of  Governor. 

10.  At  the  February  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chief-Jus- 
tice Lewis  presiding,  Harry  Croswell,  editor  of  a  leading  Federal 
paper  published  at  Hudson,  was  indicted  and  convicted,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  English  common  law,  for  a  libel  against 
the  President,  notwithstanding  the  otter  on  his  part  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  allegations.  His  counsel,  General  Hamilton, 
made  an  eloquent  defence  in  his  behalf ;  and  in  the  succeeding 
year  the  law  in  this  respect  was  changed,  and  the  truth  of  any 
alleged  libel  was  thenceforth  permitted  to  be  given  in  evidence. 
This  was  the  last  and  most  brilliant  forensic  etIVtrt  of  Humilton. 

1 1.  MoKGAX  Lewis  and  Joiix  J3roo:,ie  were  respectively  elected 
-  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  by  a  large  majority  at  the 

April  elections,  together  with  a  majority  of  Democrats  in  Itoth 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Tompkins  was  elected  to  (.'on- 
gress  from  the  city  and  county  of  Xew  York.  The  defeat  of 
Bun'  rendered  him  desperate,  and  in  his  mortification  and  cha- 
grin, in  view  of  the  disappointment  of  all  his  political  pros- 
pects, he  seems  to  have  availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  of 
revenging  himself  against  those  whose  influence  he  had  reason 
to  suspect  liad  contrilmted  to  the  result. 

12.  Of  these  individuals  he  had  chuscn  to  reirard  Ha.miltox 
as  the  most  prominent.  His  opposition  had  been  felt  in  the 
contest  for  the  presidency. against  Jellerson ;  and  in  his  recent 
struggle  for  political  ascendency,  Burr  had  reason  to  suspect  his 
active  hostility.  Burning  for  revenge,  he  had  determined  to  call 
bis  great  and  powerful  adversary  to  a  stern  and  severe  account ; 
and  for  this  purpose  had  watched  fur  an  opportunity  when  he 
could  safely  accomplish  his  nefarious  purpose. 

13.  During  the  February  term  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  at  Alb;iny, 
some  expressions  of  political  hostility  towards  Burr  had  fallen 
from  Hamilton,  in  a  social  conversation  with  one  of  his  friends, 
with  whom  he  was  dining.    The  re[»ort  of  this  coming  to  tiie  car 

r.lt'ction  of  Governor  and  Lioutennnt-Ciovernor.  —  Triiil  of  Cniswcll  ior 
in»fl.  —  Election  of  Governor  Lewis  und  Lieiitenant-(jrovernor  iJrooaic. — • 
Denioerutic  iritimjih.  —  Hostility  between  Burr  and  Haniiltou. 
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of  Burr  in  a  distorted  form,  was  construed  by  him  as  involvlr. : 
a  personal  charge,  and  a  prompt  ackno-^iedgment  or  denial  >.\ 
the  offensive  terms  demanded  on  the  18th  of  June.    On  tK 
20th  Hamilton  dechned  complying  with  this  demand  on  accotn.  -. 
of  the  vagueness  and  indefiniteness  of  the  charge,  at  the  sum. 
time  expressing  his  willingness  to  do  so  whenever  it  should  1 
made  more  explicit,  or  to  abide  the  consequences  of  his  prescnr. 
refusal.    In  a  subsequent  note,  through  his  friend,  Mr.  Pendleton , 
in  reply  to  an  offensive  answer  from  Burr,  Hamilton  repeated 
in  distinct  terms  his  willingness,  in  response  to  any  speciiio 
inquiry,  to  disclaim  having  at  any  time  cast  an  imputation  upon 
the  private  character  or  personal  conduct  of  the  former. 

14.  Burr,  notwithstanding  this  candid  and  explicit  disclaimer, 
persisted  in  regarding  it  as  a  mere  evasion,  and  demanded  im- 
mediate satisfaction.  A  hostile  meeting  was  an-anged  on  the 
27th,  which  took  place  at  Weehawken,  on  the  Jersey  shore,  on 
the  morning  of  the  1  Ith  of  July.  Hamilton  was  mortally 
wounded  on  the  first  exchange  of  shots,  discharging  his  pistol  in 
the  air.  He  was  conveyed  from  the  field  to  the  house  of  a  friend 
on  the  opposite  shore,  where  he  expired  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
next  day.  On  the  14th  his  remains  were  conveyed  to  Trinity 
Church,  when,  after  an  eloquent  discourse  pronounced  by  his 
friend  Gouvcrneur  Morris,  they  were  deposited,  with  military 
honors,  in  the  adjoining  churchyard. 

15.  The  death  of  Hamilton,  and  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  melancholy  catastrophe,  cast  a  deep 
shade  of  gloom  over  the  whole  community.  His  military  ser- 
vices, splendid  talents,  the  high  positions  occupied  by  him  in 
the  civil  departments  of  govcnmicnt,  and  his  unexceptionable 
character  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  had  secured  for  him  the 
warm  affections  and  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens  generalh- ;  and 
his  premature  death  by  violence,  in  the  maturity  of  his  powers 
and  the  fulness  of  his  fame,  was  (miversi^tlly  lamented. 

IG.  By  the  election  of  (.'ovenior  Lewis  a  vacancy  had  occ^irred 
in  the  office  of  Cliief-Justico  of  the  Supreme  Court,  whicli  was 
soon  afterwards  filled  by  the  aj>{)ointment  of  James  Kext  and 
the  promotion  of  Daniel  D.  Tomitclvs  to  the  position  of  Asso- 

Corrcspondonro.  dud,  aud  death  of  Ilauulton.  —  Fuiienil  obsequies. — 
Character  of  Hamilton. 
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ciate  Justice.  The  Legislature  assembled  in  November  for  the 
choice  of  presidential  electors,  and  after  the  transaction  of  the 
F|)ecial  business  for  which  they  were  convened,  and  the  election 
of  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell  as  United  States  Senator  in  place 
of  General  Armstrong,  appointed  Minister  to  France,  an  adjouni- 
ment  to  the  ensuing  January  took  place.  At  the  meeting  of  tlio 
several  electoral  colleges  in  December.  Mr.  Jefferson  was  re- 
elected President,  and  George  Clinton,  of  New  York,  chosen 
Vice-President  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  electoral 
votes. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Admix  I  STRATI  ox  or  Governor  Lewis.  —  CoMMON-ScnooL  Frvn. — 
Free-School  Society  of  New  York.  —  Election  of  Ci-ovKKxott 
Tompkins.  —  Burr's  Conspiracy.  —  Steam  Navigation. ~  Luik 
Canal. 

1.  The  State  Legislature  reassembled  on  the  22d  of  ^^^^ 
Januar)^  and  a  special  message  was  received  from  liover- 

nor  Lewis  strongly  urging  the  importance  of  encouraging  p  -pu- 
lar  education  by  the  elevation  and  improvement  of  the  cuinnion 
schools  of  the  State,  and  recommending  the  exclusive  appropri- 
ation of  the  avails  of  the  public  lands,  now  consisting  of  a  inilhon 
and  a  half  acres,  to  this  end. 

2.  In  accordance  with  this  recommendation  an  act  was  intro- 
duced and  passed,  ap])ropriating  the  net  procec<is  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  the  public  lands  to  the  supf^ort  of  coin- 
inon  schools,  the  interest,  when  amounting  to  fifty  thonsmd 
d<)llars,  to  be  annually  apportioned  to  these  institutions  l^r  tiiO 
payment  of  teachers'  wages.  The  foundations  of  a  }KTnL'ii!«  nt 
J=<-hool  fnnd  were  thus  judiciously  provided.  The  Fi;Kr>'  H' ><'L 
J^ociFTY  of  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  education  ot'  (ii->titate 
<^lul(Iren  was  also  incorporated,  with  De  Witt  Clintos  as  its 

f^boice  of  presidential  electors.  —  Ap])ointmpnt  of  I'niti d  Sfiif<'-<     ■>  ■ 

—  Ko-cleetion  of  President ,    iferson,  ond  election  of  Vi(e-Pn  >,ilfnt  •  • 

—  Meeting  of  the  LeuM.->lature.  —  Special  message  of  the  Go\ mi* t  ni  'f  .<  : 
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President,  chiefly  tlirough  his  exertions  and  those  of  the  S(>r;>e^y 
of  Friends;  and  the  first  school  was  opened  on  Try  on  llcnv  ' 
December,  1809. 

3.  At  this  time  William  W.  Van  Ness,  of  Columbia,  in  fh  e 
Senate,  and  Obadiah  German,  of  Chenango,  in  the  House,  wtre 
the  recognized  leaders  of  the  Federal  and  Democratic 
respectively.    The  preponderance  of  public  sentiment  thn fj,'!- 
out  the  State  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  Democrats,  and  fh^ 
result  of  the  spring  elections  of  this  year  only  served  to  conl.'r/n 
this  result.     ^Manifest  indications,  however,  had  recently 
peared,  of  in*econcilable  dissensions  among  the  majority,  w!ud/\ 
threatened  for  a  period  seriously  to  disturb  their  harmony,  if 
not  to  interrupt  their  predominance.     Mr.  Clinton  and  \ilS 
friends,  in  connection  with  the  late  political  adherents  of  Colw:,e(' 
Burr,  ranged  themselves  in  oj)position  to  the  administration  <  : 
Governor  Lewis,  and  a  deadly  political  feud  seemed  imminent. 

4.  At  the  succeedinir  session  of  the  Legislature  in  18"'". 

1806 

the  sentence  of  death  against  Stephen  Arnold,  a  teacher 
of  Otsego  County,  for  causing  the  death  of  a  child  by  whi}»pip.~' 
for  a  venial  oftence,  was,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Gov.  r- 
nor,  commuted  to  imprisonment  for  life,  —  a  proceeding  whicli 
created  great  j)opular  indignation  throughout  the  State.  A 
recommendation  was  also  submitted  for  the  improvement  of  tlf- 
discipline  of  the  militia;  the  Governor,  in  his  capacity  of  coui- 
mander-in-cliief,  having,  during  the  preceding  autumn,  made  asi 
official  tour  of  inspection  and  review.  Preparations  for  an  ap}ir«-  - 
hended  war  with  (Jreat  l>ritain  were  also  strongly  urged.  Durin.: 
this  session,  Archibald  McLvTYREof  Montgomery  was  appointed 
Comptroller.  The  Federalists,  as  a  body,  transferred  their  sui»- 
port  to  Governor  Lewis  in  the  approaching  contest  between  h:> 
friends  and  those  c»f  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and,  aided  by  this  coalition,  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
ministration were  returned  at  the  ensuing  spring  elections. 

5.  In  April  of  the  ensuing  vear,  the  reirular  Republican 
1 807  '  _  1. 

ticket,  headed  by  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  as  Governor  and 
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John  Broome  as  Lieuterxant-Governor,  was  successful  by  a 
majority  of  about  four  thousand  votes,  carrying  with  it  a 
majority  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  AVillia.m  W. 
Van  Xess  was  promoted  to  the  bench  of  the  Supremo  Court, 
l)y  the  Council  chosen  during  Governor  Lewis's  administra- 
tion, in  place  of  Brockholst  Livingston,  appointed  an  Associate 
Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 

6.  Colonel  Burr  was,  in  May,  placed  on  his  trial  for  treason, 
before  Chief-Justice  Marshall  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Coui-t  at  Kichmond,  Virginia,  charged  with  an  attempt  to  pro- 
cure a  severance  of  the  States  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains, 
and  with  them,  in  conjunction  with  ^lexico,  to  establish  an  inde- 
pendent government.  He  had  been  driven  from  New  York  by 
the  public  indignation  created  by  the  death  of  Hamilton,  and 
since  that  occurrence  had  traversed  the  Southern  and  AVestcrn 
States  and  territories,  engaging  in  treasonable  intrigues  with  tlio 
disaffected,  and  other  suspicious  undertakings  which  had  excited 
the  vigilance  of  the  government  and  produced  his  arrest  us  a 
criminal.  No  sufficient  proof,  however,  of  his  complicity  having 
been  presented,  he  was  ac(piitted  and  discharged. 

7.  On  the  7th  of  August  the  first  Steamboat,  the  Clermont, 
was  completed  by  RorjEiiT  Fulton',  of  New  York,  and  launclied 
from  Jersey  City,  on  its  trial  trip  up  the  Hudson  fur  Albany, 
where  it  arrived  on  the  next  day,  after  a  successful  voyage  of 
tliirty-two  hours.  Chancellor  Hubert  R.  Livingston  li.id,  in 
1708,  obtained  from  tlie  Legislature  the  exclusive  right  of  >teani 
navigation  in  the  waters  of  the  State  for  twenty  years,  on  con- 
dition of  building  a  boat,  witiiin  one  year,  of  an  average  s[.«ocd  (;f 
four  miles  per  hour.  Failing  in  the  accompli.shment  of  this  ol)- 
ject,  and  having  made  the  acquaintance  of  Fulton  in  France,  he 
obtained  a  renewal  of  the  grant  in  ISO;),  when  the  former  joined 
him  in  New  York,  and  in  four  years  thereafter  their  joint  eliurts 
were  crowned  with  a  brilliant  succt.\ss. 

8.  In  November  of  the  precefliuLr  year  the  Briti^^ll  Government, 
now  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  French  Empire  under  Napoleon 

Eloctlon  of  DunicI  1).  Tompkins  as  Govfriior,  and  Licutcii.int-CIovi  rtior 
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and  sum  ssful  trip  of  the  lirst  steamboat  on  tlic  Hudson  by  Fultou.  —  His- 
tory of  the  enterprise. 
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Bonaparte,  had  issued  a  series  of  "  Orders  in  Council "  proliib  - 
iug  all  trade  with  France  or  her  allies  by  the  vessels  of  nt'utr  .i 
nations.  In  retaliation,  the  Emperor  proclaimed  the  celebrut,  ; 
Milan  decree,  forbidding  all  trade  with  England  and  her  coloiu*  ^. 
thereby  efiectually  cutting  oft"  all  American  commerce,  in  neurnu 
ships,  with  either  of  the  belligerents.  On  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber,  1807,  Congress  laid  an  embargo  on  all  vessels  in  the  harbors 
of  the  United  States,  the  results  of  which  were  exceedingly  di>.- 
astrous  to  the  entire  mcrcantdc  interest  of  the  country. 

9.  The  Federalists,  as  a  body,  together  with  that  section  of 
the  Democrats  heretofore  acting  in  concert  with  Mr.  Clinton, 
ranged  themselves  in  deteiinined  opposition  to  this  measure  of 
the  government ;  while  Mr,  Clinton  himself,  and  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Democratic  party,  were  its  advocates.  The  lead 
ers  of  the  former  contended  that  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
were  rendered  necessary  by  the  supplies  constantly  furnished  to 
the  French  by  American  vessels,  and  which  were  not  needed  by 
the  English;  while  the  latter  justifted  the  Milan  and  Berlin  de- 
crees as  a  necessary  measure  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  and  the  embargo  as  the  sole  means  of  procuring  a  repeal 
of  both  ordinances. 

10.  The  practicability  of  the  construction  of  a  canal  from 
Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson  River  had,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
occupied  the  attention  of  reflecting  and  scientific  minds  suice 
the  fiiilure  of  the  ctlorts  towards  the  close  of  the  preceding  cen- 
tury to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Mohawk,  and  connect  its 
waters,  by  means  of  snrall  canals  and  lockage, With  Lake  Ontario. 
GouvERXEUR  Morris,  Jksse  Hawlev,  and  James  Geddes  had 
recently  directed  pubhc  attention  to  this  subject  through  the 
press  and  other  channels,  and  the  time  seemed  auspicious  for 
its  more  mature  consideration. 

11.  Durintx  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  suc- 
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ceeding  year,  Mr.  Joshua  Formax.  of  Onondaga,  proposed 
in  the  Assembly  a  concun'cnt  resolution,  which  was  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  Senate  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gould,  directing  the 
Surveyor-General  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  "of  the  most 
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tics. —  Proposed  canal  iVoni  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson,  —  Survey  of  the 
route. 
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eKgible  and  direct  route  of  a  canal  to  open  a  communication 
between  the  tide-waters  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Lake  Erie." 
The  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  James  Geddes,  of  Onondaga,  employed  to  make  the 
survey.  His  report  in  favor  of  the  practicability  of  the  under- 
taking was  submitted  to  the  Surveyor-General,  and  comnmui- 
cated  by  him  to  the  Legislature  at  its  ensuing  session. 

12.  The  strength  of  the  Federalists  in  the  Legislature  was 
somewhat  increased  by  the  result  of  the  spring  elections,  al- 
though the  Democrats  still  retained  a  decided  preponderance  in 
both  branches.  During  the  summer,  Colonel  Burr  sailed  for 
Europe,  where  he  remained  for  several  years  engaged  in  fruitless 
efforts  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  English  and  French  Gov- 
ernments in  an  expedition  against  Mexico. 

13.  On  the  1st  of  November  the  Legislature  reassembled  for 
the  choice  of  presidential  electors.  The  electors  appointed  were 
uncommitted  to  any  candidates,  but,  on  their  meeting,  cast  the 
vote  of  the  State  for  James  Madison  as  President  and  George 
Clinton  as  Vice-President,  who  were  subsequently  elected  by  a 
large  majority. 

14.  The  Legislature  reassembled  on  tlie  27th  of  Janu- 
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ar}-,  1809.  Kesolutions  were  introduced  in  the  Senate  by 
Mr.  Clinton,  and  adopted,  after  an  exciting  debate,  by  a  large 
majority  of  both  Houses,  approving  of  the  measures  of  the  gen- 
eral government  and  pledging  the  State  to  their  support.  Gen- 
eral Obadiah  German,  of  Chenango,  was  elected  United  St-;ites 
Senator  as  the  successor  of  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  whose  term 
had  expired.  The  representative  of  the  Englisii  Government  at 
Washington,  in  pursuance  of  an  underritauding  with  the  French 
Emperor,  had  consented  in  April  to  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
Orders  in  Council,  which  was  to  l)e  followed  by  a  similar  abro- 
gation of  the  Milan  and  Berlin  decrees  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
and  of  the  embargo  and  other  restrictive  regulations  on  the  part 
of  the  American  Government. 

15.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  Federalists,  strengthened 
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by  the  popular  discontent  induced  by  the  pressure  of  the  em- 
bargo upon  the  mercantile  and  agricultural  interests  of  tin* 
country,  had  again,  after  an  interval  of  ten  years,  obtained  tlir 
ascendency  at  the  spring  elections.  The  10th  of  June,  the  duy 
on  which  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  was  to  take  effect,  was  cele- 
brated by  public  rejoicings  throughout  the  State ;  but  thest; 
festivities  were  speedily  damped  by  the  disavowal  of  the  treaty 
by  the  English  Government,  and  its  peremptory  refusal  to  repe;il 
the  Ordei-s  in  Council.  These  proceedings  created  a  feeling  of 
intense  indignation  against  the  British  authorities  which  the 
Federalists  were  powerless  to  assuage. 

IG.  On  the  13th  of  March  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  sub- 
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ject  of  the  construction  of  a  canal  from  the  Western 

lakes  to  the  Hudson  Uiver  was  brought  up  in  the  Senate  by  the 
report  of  James  Geddks,  of  Onondaga,  the  surveyor  of  the  pro- 
posed route.  Through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Jonas 
Platt,  of  Oneida,  the  project  was  favorably  received,  and  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,  consisting  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  Ste- 
phen Van  IiENSSELAER,  William  North,  Thomas  Eddy,  and 
Peter  B.  Porter,  appointed  to  make  an  additional  exploration 
of  the  entire  route,  and  report  the  results  to  the  Legislature  at 
its  next  session. 

1 7.  At  the  April  elections,  Governor  Tompkins  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Broome  were  re-elected  by  a  large  majority,  together 
with  a  decided  Denioeratic  Legislature.  This  rcsidt  was  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  elTect  of  public  sentiment  produced  by  the 
refusal  of  Great  Britain  to  sanction  the  treaty  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  of  Council,  by  tlie  growing  feeling  of  hostility  to- 
wards that  nation,  tlie  substitution  of  the  non-intercourse  sys- 
tem by  the  general  government  for  that  of  the  embargo,  and  the 
increasing  ])opularity  both  of  the  jreneral  and  State  administi-a- 
tions.  The  country  was  rapidly  drifting  into  another  war  with 
its  ancient  enemy,  and  the  j)coplo  of  tlie  State  of  Xew  York  es- 
pecially were  with  great  unanimity  preparing  for  the  imp  jnding 
contest. 
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QUEENSTOWN  IIeIGIITS. 

1.  The  ri^ht  of  scarchin^f  American  vessels  for  British 
soldiers  or  sailors,  claimed  and  exercised  hy  Knirland  in 
addition  to  her  other  encroachments  on  onr  national  riirhts,  had 
at  this  period  become  so  obnoxious  as  to  demand  from  tlio 
United  States  Government  tlie  most  decided  measnres  for  their 
repression.  So  stron.Lij  was  this  feelinu:  tlirouixhout  the  conntrv, 
that  a  very  large  party  in  Xew  York  and  otiier  States,  distrust- 
ing the  energy  of  Presidi^nt,  Madison,  presented  the  name  of 
Dk  Witt  Clinton  as  a  candidate  for  that  ollice  at  the  eiisuirig 
election. 

2.  During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  year,  a  bill 
^'as  passed  for  the  appointment  of  tive  commissioners  to  rep  -rt 
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a  system  for  the  establishment  and  organization  of  Comm  n 
Schools;  and  under  this  act,  Jedediaii  Peck,  of  Otsego;  Joim 
Murray,  Jr.,  of  New  York ;  Samuel  Russell,  Roger  Skinner,  aii.l 
Samuel  Macomb,  —  were  appointed. 

3.  GouvERNEUR  MoRRis,  in  behalf  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  proposed  canal 
from  the  Hudson  to  Lake  Erie,  submitted,  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  finely  executed  map  of  the  entire  route ;  and  an  act  w  :is 
passed  on  the  8th  of  April,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Clinton,  addinir 
the  names  of  Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Robert  Fulton  to  the 
commission,  and  giving  full  authority  to  the  Board  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  great  work. 

4.  The  commissioners  were  also  empowered  to  make  applica- 
tion to  Congress,  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States,  and  to 
mdividuals,  for  pecuniary  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  enter- 
prise ;  but  beyond  these  a}-)pcals,  which  were  strongly  urged  by 
Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Morris  in  person,  no  further  progress  was 
made  until  after  the  close  of  the  pending  war. 

5.  The  general  results  of  the  spring  elections  were  favorable 
to  the  Democratic  party ;  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Broome,  a  new  election  was  ordered  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Nicholas  Fish,  of 
New  York,  the  Federal  candidate,  over  Mr.  Clinton,  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democrats.  Both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
were,  however,  strongly  Democratic. 

6.  Governor  Tompkins,  in  his  speech  to  the  Le<2:islature 
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at  the  opening  of  tlio  session  of  1812,  took  occasion  to  pro- 
test in  strong  terms  against  the  increase  of  a  paper  currency, 
through  the  growing  tendency  to  the  multiplication  of  banks  of 
issue.  On  the  14th  of  February  the  commissioners  appointed 
for  the  organization  of  a  common-school  system  nmde  an 
elaborate  and  able  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  was  subsequently  passed  into  a  law. 

7.  Early  in  the  session  a  bill  was  introduced  for  the  charter 


Appointment  of  commissioners  for  the  cstaMishm(>nt  of  common  schools. 
—  Bill  for  the  construction  of  the  can:il.  —  Application  to  Conirress  and 
State  Icirislatures.  —  Spring;  elections,  —  Democratic  triumphs.  —  Death  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  P.rooine.  and  election  of  isieholas  Fish.  —  Organiza- 
tion of  tlie  comuion-bchool  system. 


1 


AAROX  BURR, 


171 


of  the  Eaxk  of  America  in  the  city  of  New  York,  with  a 
c:\pital  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  —  four  hundred  thousand  to 
be  paid  over  for  the  benefit  of  the  common-school  fund  ;  one 
hundred  thousand  to  the  literature  fund,  for  the  support  of 
colleges  and  academies;  another  hundred  thousand  to  the  State 
treasury,  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years,  provided  no  other 
bank  should  during  that  period  receive  a  charter ;  one  million 
of  dollars  to  be  loaned  to  the  State  for  the  construction  of  the 
canals  ;  and  another  million  to  farmers  and  others  throughout 
the  State,  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

8.  This  bill  passed  the  House  by  a  strong  majority  ;  but  dur- 
ing its  pendency  in  the  Senate,  and  when  its  passage  by  that 
body  was  certain,  the  Governor,  on  the  27th  of  March,  pro- 
rogued the  Legislature  until  the  21st  of  May  ensuing,  on  the 
allegation  that  sufficient  proof  existed  of  corrupt  practices  on 
the  part  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  for  the  procurement 
of  the  charter. 

9.  On  the  20tli  of  April  the  venerable  George  Clinton, 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  died  at  Washington,  in  the 
seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age,  after  a  long  career  of  official 
honors  and  patriotic  services.  On  the  21st  of  May  the  Legis- 
lature reassembled,  when  the  pending  bill  for  the  chai-ter  of 
the  Bank  of  America  was  immediately  taken  up  and  passed  by 
lx)th  Houses.  On  the  28th,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  formally 
nominated  by  the  Democratic  members  of  the  Legislature  as  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Madison. 

10.  On  the  8th  of  June,  after  an  absence  of  four  years  in 
Europe,  Colonel  Burr  returned  to  the  city  of  New  York,  broken 
in  spirit,  disappointed  in  all  his  expectations  of  foreign  aid  in 
his  ambitious  aspirations  for  empire  and  power,  deserted  by  his 
former  friends,  destitute  in  his  circumstances,  and  heavily  en- 
cumbered by  debts.  The  death  of  his  only  and  accomplished 
d.iughter,  Theodosia  Burr  Alston,  wlio  went  down,  with  every 
other  passenger  on  board,  during  the  voyage  in  a  schooner  from 
lier  residence  in  Charleston  to  New  York  a  few  days  after  her 
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father's  arrivnl,  added  a  still  deeper  shade  of  melancholy  t  >  ht% 
decliniug  years  and  Masted  prospects.  He  resumed  the  pi  a  cT 
of  his  profession,  and,  struggling  under  the  heavy  burden,  nf  T/i<. 
calamities  which  weighed  down  his  energies,  spent  the  ruu  //t^ 
iug  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  comparative  obscurity.  Ho  W 
m  New  York  on  the  14th  of  December,  1836,  in  the  eighty  ;  st 
year  of  his  age. 

11.  Colonel  Burr  was  a  man  of  marked  ability  and  brilli  t 
talents.    Destitute  of  all  high  principles,  either  of  reliLrit'ii  o9s 
morality,  his  master  passion  was  personal  and  political  ambit  : 

To  that  insatiable  si)irit  he  sacrificed  reputation,  friendshij>,  i.  y/t  - 
or,  patriotism,  and  liappiness.  The  terrible  retribution  wlucA 
speedily  overtook  him  followed  him  in  his  gloomy  retirement.  '^^iVA 
left  him  only  at  the  portals  of  the  grave.  His  career  furui^i.- i; 
another  sad  example  of  the  mi.serable  results  of  uncliastci! .  J 
ambition  combined  with  the  absence  of  moral  integrity. 

12.  On  the  20th  of  June,  war  was  declared  by  Congrc- 
against  Great  Britain,  the  Democratic  members  and  senat  'i  - 
from  New  York  generally  voting  against  it,  not  because  sufficii  n* 
reason  in  their  judgment  (bd  not  exist  for  the  measure,  but  b 
cause  the  country  was,  as  they  believed,  unprepared  for  the  eoni 
mencement  of  hostilities.  The  Federalists,  as  a  body,  were  oj> 
posed  to  the  war,  not  C)nly  for  this  reason,  but  because  tin  y 
conceived  no  ackMpiate  provocation  had  been  given  by  Englaii'l 
which  did  not  e(]ually  exist  against  France.  The  great  mass  ot" 
Democrats  in  both  branches  of  Congress  (with  the  exception  of 
the  New  York  dek^iration)  sustained  the  declaration.  Congve--. 
hnmediately  passed  a  bill  for  the  enlistment  of  twenty-tivt' 
thousand  regular  troops  and  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  and  c>r- 
ganized  the  West  Point  Mihtarj- Academy  for  the  instruction  <  f 
cadets  for  the  army. 

13.  At  the  Sei)teinbcr  term  of  the  Circuit  Court,  held  in 
Chenango  County,  (ieneral  David  Thomas,  State  Treasurer,  wa-> 
indicted  and  tried  before  Judue  William  W.  Van  Ness  for  at- 
temptiuL:  to  l)ribe  Casper  M.  INiuso,  a  Senator  from  that  county, 
during  tiie  pendency  of  the  bill  f.r  tiic  elinrter  <»f  the  l>ank  of 

Siil>s(.(jiieiit  ciirctT  aiul  (Icatli  of  Burr. —  Declaration  of  war  a-jrain-t  (  irc.it 
Britain.  —  State  of  parties. — Organization  of  the  West  Point  ^Military 
Academy. 
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America.  Xo  sufficient  proof  of  the  charge  having  been  pro- 
duced, General  Thomas  was  acquitted.  Solomon  Southwick, 
then  editor  of  the  Albany  Ilegister,  was  also  tried  and  acquit- 
ted during  the  same  month  before  Chief-Justice  Kent  at  the 
Montgomery  circuit,  for  an  attempted  bribery  of  Alexander 
Slieldon,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  of 
New  York,  recently  appointed  Attorney-General  in  place  of 
Matthias  B.  Hildreth,  deceased,  conducted  these  2:)rosecutions  on 
the  part  of  the  State. 

14:.  In  the  mean  time.  General  Hull,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  forces  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  with 
orders  to  inyade  Canada,  had  in  August  yielded  to  a  slightly  su- 
perior force  of  British  and  Indians,  commanded  by  General  Sir 
Isaac  Brock  and  the  Indian  chief  Teciunseh,  and  suiTcndered  at 
Detroit  his  army  of  eight  hundred  men,  thirty-three  pieces  of 
artdlery,  and  a  vast  quantity  of  naval  and  military  stores  to 
the  enemy.  For  this  act  he  was,  two  years  later,  tried  by  court- 
martial,  conyicted  of  cowardice,  and  sentenced  to  be  shot,  but 
ill  consideration  of  his  Revolutionary  services  received  a  pardon 
from  the  President. 

15.  The  naval  engagements  of  this  year  were  notable.  Cap- 
tain Isaac  Hull,  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  a  vessel  better  known 
as  Old  Ironsides,  had,  on  the  l*Jth  of  August,  captured,  after  a 
brilliant  engagement,  tlie  Britisli  friirate  Guerriere,  commanded 
by  Captain  Dacres,  off  the  uKnith  of  the  St.  Lawrence  ;  Captain 
Decatur,  of  the  United  States,  liad,  off  the  Azores,  in  October, 
compelled  the  British  fri-ate  Macedonian  to  strike  her  flag  ;  and 
Captain  Jones,  of  the  "Wasp,  after  cai)turing  the  liritish  brig 
Frolic,  was  himself,  with  his  prize,  A>rced  to  yield  to  the  Poictiers, 
a  seventy-four  gun  frigate.  Soon  afterwards  Captain  Bainbridgo, 
"v\'ho  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Constitution,  took 
and  burned  the  British  frigate  Java  (jtfthe  coast  of  Brazil. 

16.  Captain  Chaunckv,  of  the  New  York  Navy -yard,  had 
been  assigned  to  the  command  of  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  ;  and, 
^vith  a  small  sloo})-of-war  of  sixteen  guns,  and  a  fleet  of  mer- 
chant-vessels fitted  out  with  iruns  and  other  naval  equipments, 

Trial  aiul  :io(iuittal  (jf  David  Thuina-^  aiul  Soloiuuii  Soutlnvic  k  lor  !»ri!><  ry. 
—  Surrender  of  Detroit  by  Hull.  —  2suval  successes  on  the  ocean.  —  Fleets 
on  Lukes  Erie  and  Ontario. 
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and  brought  from  Albany  at  an  immense  expense  of  labor,  i^-- 
succeeded  iu  clearing  Lake  Ontario  of  British  ships  and  driv;;  • 
them  into  Kingston  Harbor  on  the  Canada  shores.  Licutcnu:  : 
Elliott,  having  equipped  a  tleet  on  Lake  Erie,  by  a  bold  and  (i  .r 
ing  movement,  under  the  guns  of  the  British  foft  on  the  oi  j-.- 
site  shore,  captured  two  British  armed  vessels  which  had  cuii.t 
down  the  lake  from  Detroit. 

17.  On  the  19th  of  July  an  unsuccessful  attack  was  mnd- 
upon  Sacketl's  Harbor,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Ontari<  . 
by  a  squadron  of  five  British  vessels  from  the  Canada  shoro. 
The  Harbor  was  defended  by  the  United  States  brig  Oneida,  ci" 
sixteen  guns,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  M.  T.  Woolsey,  havini: 
in  charge  a  British  schooner  which  had  been  seized  for  a  violation 
of  the  rt  venae  laws,  and  by  a  military  force  of  about  tlnxr 
thousand  regulars  and  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Woolsey,  failiri_' 
in  his  attempt  to  engage  the  British  commodore,  took  commariJ 
of  a  battery  on  the  shore,  whence,  after  two  hours'  firing,  lio 
crippled  and  dispersed  the  hostile  fleet,  without  the  loss  of  ;i 
man  on  the  American  side.  An  attack  upon  Ogdensburg,  on 
the  -1th  of  October,  by  a  Di  itish  fleet  of  twenty-fire  boats,  witii 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  was  also  gallantly  repulsed  by 
General  Jacob  Brown  after  a  severe  and  protracted  contest. 

18.  Early  in  Se[)tember  a  large  body  of  militia  had  been 
concentrated  in  the  vicinity  of  Lewiston,  on  the  Niagara  River, 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 
An  attack  upon  the  village  and  heights  of  Queenstown,  on  the 
western  bank  of  the  Niagara,  a  few  miles  below  the  Falls,  was  soon 
afterwards  planned,  and  the  requisite  arrangements  made  for 
transportation  of  the  troops,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of 
October,  to  the  opposite  shore.  Through  some  deficiency  or 
treachery  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Sims,  the  officer  employed 
for  this  service,  the  boats  failed  to  reach  their  destination,  and 
the  expedition  was  [tostponcd. 

10.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  however,  ten  boats,  under 
the  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonels  Chrystie  and  Solomon  Van 
Rensselaer,  with  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  crossed 
over  to  Queenstown,  and,  having  landed  the  troops,  immediately 
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returned  for  additional  reinforcements.  In  the  absence  of 
Colonels  Chrystie  and  Van  Rensselaer,  -who  remained  on  the  op- 
jKisitc  shore  to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  the  residue  of 
the  troops,  the  command  of  the  small  force  at  Queensto^vn  de- 
volved on  Captain  John  E.  AVool,  the  senior  officer  present. 

20.  The  landing  of  this  force  was  resisted  with  gi^eat  spirit 
and  energy  by  Captain  Dennis,  the  British  commandant  of  the 
post,  who  had  become  aware  of  the  movement ;  and  Lieuten- 
ant Rathbone  was  mortally  wounded,  and  other  severe  injuries 
sustained  by  the  detachment,  before  their  purpose  could  be  ac- 
complished, and  a  line  formed  on  the  plateau  near  the  foot  of 
the  heights  above  the  village,  by  the  companies  of  Captains 
Wool,  Malcolm,  and  Armstrong. 

21.  Orders  from  head-quarters  were  immediately  transmitted 
to  Captain  Wool  to  storm  the  heights,  but  before  the  ascent  was 
commenced  these  orders  were  countermanded,  and  a  vigorous 
attack  was  made  on  the  right  flank  and  front  of  Wool's  line  by 
Captain  Dennis,  who  had  been  strongly  reinforced  by  two  ad- 
ditional companies  of  regular  troops,  stationed  on  the  heights. 
After  a  short  but  severe  engagement,  in  which  two  ofticers  wore 
killed,  and  Captains  Wool,  Malcolm,  and  Armstrong  wounded, 
the  enemy's  force  on  the  plains  was  repulsed.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  was  so  severely  wounded  as  to  be  unable 
longer  to  remain  in  command  of  the  expedition. 

22.  The  attack  from  the  heights  on  the  left  flank  of  the  de- 
tachment was  still  continued,  until  orders  were  received  for  its 
retreat  to  the  beach,  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  Still 
suftering  from  annoyance  in  this  quarter.  Captain  Wool  obtained 
permission  to  attempt  the  capture  uf  the  heights ;  and,  rein- 
forced b}'  a  fresh  company  under  ccmunand  of  Captain  Ogilvie, 
though  suffering  from  his  woimds,  at  once  commenced  the  ascent, 
Juul  by  an  unfrequented  path  accomplished  his  daring  object 
^\ithout  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

2.3.  With  the  rising  of  the  sun  the  American  flag  was  planted 
on  the  British  works.  General  Sir  Isaac  Brock,  who  had  now 
arrived  on  the  gTound,  rallied  the  retreating  forces  of  the  Kng- 
^i-^h,  and,  having  repulsed  a  portion  of  Captain  Wool's  command 
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sent  to  occupy  the  heiirhts  above  the  battery,  concentrated  liis 
forces  against  the  remainder,  who  were  driven  back,  in  consider- 
able confusion,  upon  the  precipitous  bank  of  the  river. 

24.  In  this  critical  position.  Captain  Ogilvie  was  ,seen  to 
raise  a  white  handkerchief  on  a  bayonet,  as  a  token  of  sub- 
mission. Captain  Wool  with  his  own  hands  indignantly  tore 
down  the  craven  emblem,  reanimated  his  troops  by  a  spiriteil 
appeal  to  their  bravery  and  courage,  and  renewed  the  doubtful 
and  desperate  contest  with  the  superior  force  arrayed  against 
him,  led  by  the  ablest  general  in  the  British  service.  Haviug 
exhausted  their  ammunition,  a  bayonet  charge  was  made,  and 
the  enemy  forced  to  retreat. 

25.  While  engaged  in  an  effort  to  rally  his  flying  troops.  Gen- 
eral Brock  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  Captain  Wool  and  his 
gallant  band  again  took  possession  of  the  heights  of  Queenstown. 
General  Wadsworth  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wixfield  Scott 
soon  afterwards  joined  tiic  detachment,  now  consisting  of  about 
six  hundred  regulars  and  militia,  the  command  having  been 
assigTied  to  the  latter.  A  brisk  onslaught  was  immediately 
made  upon  the  force  by  a  band  of  Mohawk  Indians,  armed  with 
tomahawks  and  knives,  led  by  John  Brant  and  Captain  Jacobs, 
who,  after  a  severe  contest,  were  repulsed  and  driven  from  the 
heights,  under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Scott. 

2(3.  Meantime  a  strong  reinforcement  from  Fort  George, 
under  the  command  of  General  Shcatfe,  was  seen  approaching 
the  heights ;  and  ( Jeneral  V.m  Uensselaer,  who  was  on  the  field, 
immediately  returned  to  Lewiston,  to  expedite  the  passage  of 
the  remaining  militia  reserves.  In  spite  of  all  his  etforts,  not 
one  of  tiieir  number  could  be  induced  to  cross  the  river  in  su}> 
port  of  their  exhausted  comrades.  The  failure  of  several  boats 
which  had  previously  been  sent  over,  and  the  capture  or  loss  of 
their  passengers,  had  eifectually  discouraged  any  subsequent  at- 
tempt. 

27.  Intelligence  of  this  disaster  was  conveyed  to  Lieutenunt- 
Colonel  Scott,  who,  nevertiu'less  determined,  single-handed  and 
worn  down  by  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  to  encounter  the  over- 
powering force  brought  to  bear  against  him.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon  the  action  airain  commenced  ;  and  so  severe  and  well 
supported  Wi;.s  the  onslaught,  and  so  superior  were  the  numbers 
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of  the  enerm%  that  the  Americans  were  forced  to  retreat  and 
jir.aily  to  surrender.  About  a  thousand  prisoners  were  taken, 
loss  than  one  third  of  whom  had  participated  in  the  acti(ni,  the 
residue  having  either  deserted' or  concealed  themselves  among 
the  surrounding  rocks  and  bu&hes.  The  British  force  num- 
bered thirteen  hundred  and  hfty.  The  Americans  lost  ninety 
men  killed,  ond  one  hundred  wounded  ;  the  British  about  one 
hundred  and  fift}^  of  both,  exclusive  of  Indians. 

28.  Thus  terminated  the  well-fought  field  of  Queenstown" 
Heights, — deeds  of  heroism  and  valor  having  been  displayed 
by  officers  and  men  never  before  exposed  to  hre,  wliich  would 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  veterans  inured  to  the  service. 
The  field  in  which  Lieutcnant-General  AVin field  Scott  aud 
Alajor-General  Joux  E.  Wool  first  "  won  tlieir  spurs "  was 
nobly  illustrated  by  the  chivalrous  minute-guns,  which,  by  direc- 
tion of  General  Van  Kexsselaer,  were  tired  from  the  American 
batteries  at  the  conclusion  of  the  fuuerid  ceremonies  of  the 
British  commander,  General  Sir  Isa.Cc  Buock  I 

29.  On  the  23d  of  October,  a  detachment  of  mditia,  chiefly 
from  the  city  of  Troy,  cominauikd  by  Major  Guilibrd  I).  Young 
of  that  place,  occupying  P'rench  Mills  on  the  St.  llegis  Kiver, 
attacked  and  captured  a  company  of  Canadian  "  Yoyageurs," 
wliich,  in  contravention  of  a  sti^ndation  for  neutrality,  had  oc- 
cupied the  Indian  village  of  St.  llegis,  situated  on  the  north- 
eastern borders  of  St.  [.awrence  County,  and  Avere  endeavoriug 
to  induce  the  inhabitants  to  join  the  British  standard.  On  this 
occasion  the  first  British  flag  taken  in  the  war  was  captured 
by  Lieutenant  Willlvji  L.  Marcv,  al\erwards  honoraltly  dis- 
t'liguished  in  the  highest  executive  and  legislative  departments 
of  the  State  and  Union. 

30.  On  the  2d  of  Xovcmber  the  Legislature  convened  ftjr  the 
choice  of  presidential  electors.  Maritx  Yan  BruEX,  of  Colum- 
bLi,  made  his  first  a^tpcarance  in  a  legislative  capacity,  at  this 
Kession,  as  a  Senator  from  the  Middle  District,  and  at  once  as- 
sumed the  leadership  of  the  Democratic  party.  Electors  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Clinton  were  duly  chosen  on  joint  ballot,  a  portion 

rapture  of  Briti-h  troops  at  St.  Kr-is.  —  First  appearance  in  piiMic  life 
of  Martin  Yau  Buren.  —  Prejidential  electors  in  favor  of  .Mr.  Clinton 
thosea. 
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of  the  Federalists  voting  with  the  majority  of  Democrats.  Mr 
Madison  was,  however,  re-elected,  by  a  majority  of  thirty-ir:: 
electoral  votes,  over  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  of  ]\L> 
sachusetts,  Vice-President,  by  a  majority  of  forty-five  votes,  ove  r 
Jared  IngersoU,  of  Pennsylvania. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Administration  of  Governor  Tompkins.  —  Second  War  with  Great 
Britain.  —  Common  Schools.  —  Campaign  of  1813.  —  Naval  Vic- 
tory on  Lake  Erie.  — Capture  of  York.  —  Siege  of  Fort  Georgi;. 
—  Defence  of  Sackett's  Harbor.  —  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo. 

1.  The  State  Legislature  reassembled  on  the  12th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1813.  RuFUS  King,  of  New  York,  was  elected  United 
States  Senator  in  place  of  General  John  Smith,  whose 

term  had  expired.  Gideon  Hawley,  of  Albany,  was  appointed 
by  the  Council  Superintendent  of.  Common  Schools,  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  passed  the  preceding  year  for  their  better 
organization.  De  Witt  Clintox  was  reappointed  Mayor  of 
New  York.  On  the  28th  of  January,  Chancellor  Robert  R. 
Livingston  died,  in  tlic  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  His  emi- 
nent talents,  long  service  in  public  life,  and  timely  beneflxctions 
to  his  friend  Robert  Fl'Lton  in  his  great  enterprise,  endeared 
his  memory  to  his  fellow-citizens  of  all  parties. 

2.  The  spring  elections  resulted  in  the  re-election  of  Governor 
Tompkins  and  the  election  of  J<)un  Tayler  as  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, with  a  strong  Democratic  majority  in  the  Senate,  and  a 
small  Federal  majority  in  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  of  Albany  and  George  Huntington  of 
Oneida  were  the  Federal  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor. In  view  of  tlie  bitter  opposition  of  the  Ne\v 
England  States  to  the  pending  war  with  England  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  general  government,  the  triumph  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  New  York,  in  the  re-election  of  Governor 

Re-t;lection  of  Madison,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  of  Massachusetts,  Vice-Pres- 
ident.—  Election  of  United  States  Senator.  —  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools.  —  State  otficers.  —  Death  of  Chancellor  Livin-rston.  —  l?e-election 
of  Governor  Tompkins. —  Election  of  Lieutenaut-Governor  Tayler.  —  De- 
mocratic triumph. 
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Tompkins,  vras  hailed  with  the  highest  gi-atification  by  its  mem- 
bers throughout  the  Union, 

3.  Meantime  General  Joein  Armstrong,  of  Xcw  York,  had  been 
appointed  Secretary  of  V/ar  by  the  President.  The  surrender 
of  Detroit,  the  heroic  episode  of  Queenstown  Heights,  and  the 
brilHant  victories  of  our  infant  navy,  iiad  infused  a  new  spirit  into 
the  West,  and  vohinteers  from  every  quarter  flocked  to  the  patri- 
otic standard.  The  army  of  the  West,  stationed  at  th'o  head  of 
Lake  Erie,  was  placed  under  the  command  of  General  William 
Henry  Harhisox,  of  Ohio ;  that  of  the  centre,  between  Lakes 
Erie  and  Ontaiio,  under  General  Henry  Dearrorx,  of  Ma.ssa- 
chusetts  ;  and  that  of  the  North,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  under  General  Wade  Hampton,  of  Virginia.  Frcnchtown, 
on  the  Raisin,  hnd  been  occupied  by  ^^'inchcster,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  General  Harrison,  and  retaken  by  Proctor,  the  Priti.sh 
commander,  under  circumstances  of  barbarous  cruelty  to  his 
prisoners,  who  were  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  his  Indian  al- 
lies, notwithstanding  the  most  solemn  assurances  of  safety  and 
security,  and  Forts  Meigs  and  Stephenson  gallantly  defended 
by  General  Clay  and  Major  Croghan,  a  youth  of  twenty-one, 
against  Proctor  and  the  Indian  chief  Tecumseii. 

4.  On  the  ocean.  Captain  Ja.mes  Lawrence,  in  command  of 
the  Hornet,  had,  in  Fel)ruary,  captured  the  P>ritisli  fritrate  Pea- 
cock off  the  South  American  coast,  and  in  the  ensuing  J»uie, 
bavin^r  been  transferred  to  the  command  of  the  frigate  Chesa- 
peake  in  Boston  harl>or,  had,  with  his  accustomed  impetuosity, 
engaged  the  British  friL'ate  Shannon,  Captain  Broke.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  action  he  was  mortally  wounded,  his  ship 
l>Darded,  and  after  a  severe  hand-to-hand  conliict  her  flag  was 
struck,  notwithstanding  the  dyinir  command  of  her  brave  com- 
mander, "  Don't  give  up  the  shi{)  !  " 

5.  On  the  7th  of  February,  Majr.r  Benjamin  Forsyth,  of  the 
United  States  liifos,  stiitioned  at  Ogdensburg  with  a  party  of 
two  hundred  men,  ori^anized  a  successful  expedition  for  the 
rescue  of  several  pri.-^oners  arrested  in  St.  Lawrence  County  by 
the  British  authorities  as  dcic-rters,  and  confined  in  the  jail  at 
Elizabethtown,  in  Upper  Canada.     For  this  exploit  he  received 

Projrrcss  of  the  war.  —  Canipai'zn  of  1813.  —  Naval  vi<'tories  and  (l(  f<  :irs.  — 
Death  of  Captain  Lawrence.  — K.\pcditioa  to  Elizabcthtowu,  Upper  OuuuJa. 
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a  brevet  commission  from  the  American  Government  as  Liout.ri 
ant-Colonel. 

6.  A  retaliatoiy  expedition  was,  on  the  22d,  organized  apiii." 
Ogdensbiirg  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  MlI>( 
nell,  with  eight  hundred  men.  Colonel  Forsyth's  ganison 
the  time  consisted  only  of  a  single  company  of  riflemen,  a  t"  .. 
volunteers  from  Albany,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  vilhiLv. 
With  two  iron  twelve-pounders  and  six  iron  and  brass  six-pouml- 
ers,  trophies  of  the  Revolutionary  field  of  Saratoga,  mounted  i  d 
rude  wooden  breastworks,  and  manned  chiefly  by  the  citizens,  In* 
made  a  gallant  defence,  killing  six  and  wounding  forty -eight,  in- 
cluding Lieutenant-Colonel  McDonnell  and  six  officers. 

7.  After  a  severe  contest,  however,  he  was  forced  to  surrender 
the  town,  the  public  property  and  military  stores  in  which  wtrc 
removed  to  Canada.  Two  armed  schooners  and  two  gunboats 
were  burned;  fourteen  hundred  stands  of  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  together  with  a  vast  quantity  of 
ammunition,  tents,  and  camp  equipage,  fell  into  the  possession  of 
the  enemy,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  damage  was  inflicted 
upon  the  private  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

8.  On  the  25th  of  April,  General  Dearbom  embarked  a  force 
of  seventeen  hundred  men  on  board  Commodore  Chauncey's 
fleet  at  Sackett's  Harbor  for  the  capture  of  York,  the  capital  of 
Upper  Canada,  the  chief  military  dej)ot  of  the  Bntish  army. 
On  their  landing  on  the  27th  they  were  met  by  a  galling  tire 
from  the  British  and  Indians,  whom  they  speedily  drove  back  to 
their  fortifications;  and  General  Zebulon  Montgomery  Pikk, 
pressing  forward  to  the  attack,  was  mortally  woundeci  by  the 
blowing  up  of  the  magazine  of  the  fort.  The  assailants  were, 
however,  successful,  and  the  American  flag  soon  floated  in  tri- 
umph over  the  fort. 

9.  On  the  27th  of  May  the  squadron,  after  having  returned 
for  supplies  and  relief  to  the  wounded,  again  weighed  anchor  for 
the  Canadian  shore,  and  in  conjnnctio!!  with  Captain  Oliv  -r  H. 
Perry  of  the  navy,  Colonel  Winfield  Scott  and  Major  Forsyth 
of  the  Rifles,  Colonel  Porter  and  Colonel  Alexander  Macomb  of 
the  artillery,  and  Generals  Boyd,  ^Vinder,  and  Chandler,  pro- 
Capture  of  Ogdcnsburg.  —  Ciipture  of  York.  —  Death  of  Zebulon  Mont- 
gomery Pike. 
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cceded  to  an  attack  upon  Fort  George,  on  the  western  shore  of 
the  Niagara  River.  The  troops,  under  the  personal  direction  of 
Captain  Perry,  effected  a  lancflng,  and  in  the  face  of  a  formidable 
force  of  eight  hundred  men  well  posted  on  the  summit  of  a  pre- 
cipitous bank,  Colonel  Scott,  after  a  desperate  conflict,  and  after 
having  three  times  been  compelled  to  fall  back,  succeeded  in 
carrying  the  position  with  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  their  brave 
commander,  Myers,  eleven  officers,  and  nearly  four  hundred 
men. 

10.  Colonel  Scott  pursued  the  enemy  as  far  as  the  village  of 
Niagara,  and,  having  sent  a  detachment  to  cut  off  their  retreat 
to  Burlington  Heights,  returned  to  Fort  George,  wliere  a  small 
party  of  the  British,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-Genend 
Vincent,  still  remained.  This  officer,  after  directing  the  evacu- 
ation of  Fort  Erie,  and  the  abandonment  of  Chippewa,  onlered 
the  magazine  of  tlie  fort  to  be  fired  and  the  party  left  in  charge 
to  rejoin  the  main  body  at  the  Beaver  Dams.  The  explosion  of 
the  magazine  threw  Colonel  Scott  from  his  horse  ;  but,  in  the 
absence  of  any  serious  injury,  he  inunediately  took  possession 
of  the  fort,  and,  after  hoisting  with  his  own  hand  the  American 
flag,  pressed  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  garrison,  until, 
recalled  by  his  commanding  ofHcer,  (jJener.d  Boyd,  he  reluctantly 
returned  to  the  main  body.  The  entire  loss  of  the  An^ericans 
in  this  enterprise  was  seventeen  killed  and  forty -five  wounded. 
Three  hundred  and  sixty-six  British  regulars  and  five  hundred 
militia  were  captured. 

1 1.  On  the  29th  of  Mav  an  unsuccessfid  attempt  was  mado 
by  General  Sir  George  Prevost  and  Commodore  Sir  James  L. 
^00  for  the  capture  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  the  principal  forces  for 
the  defence  of  which  had  been  withdrawn  for  the  expeditions 
figain.<5t  the  enemy's  posts  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Backus,  of  the  Lii^ht  Dragoons,  having  been  left  in 
couimand  of  the  garrison  with  about  ei'_rht  hundred  men,  in  con- 
junction with  Brigadier-( General  Jacob  I'rown,  who  resided  in 
the  vicinity,  so  etfeetually  resisted  the  attack  of  the  Briti.-h 
trt»ops,  numbering  in  the  agLiregate  al)out  a  thousand  men,  with 
u  strong  party  of  Indians,  that  a  retreat  was  ordered  after  an 

Captur-  oC  P'ort  Ocorjre.  —  Attompicd  capture  of  Sackett's  Harbor.  —  Suc- 
cessful resLstauce  of  the  garrison.  — 
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hour's  severe  conflict,  with  the  loss  of  forty-eight  men  kille-l  (liJ6 
about  two  hundred, wounded.  The  Americans  had  fifty  ii^e^td > 
killed  and  eighty-four  wounded, 

\2.  The  capture  of  this  important  post  would  have  inflict £'t 
heavy  disaster  upon  the  xVmerican  cause.  Large  quantiti«  -  q-^ 
naval  and  military  stores  had  been  collected  and  deposited  therv,'  i 
several  vessels  were  in  process  of  construction,  and  a  pri/.<'  V'^^^ 
sel,- previously  captured  from  the  enemy,  and  two  United  St  .-.iS  ; 
schooners,  lying  in  the  harbor  ;  and  the  arsenal,  various  bath  r  '\ 
cantonments,  and  other  public  buildings  required  for  the  ■&cv\)c.^i 
of  the  troops,  were  of  the  most  valuable  nature.  The  h\\\.\^ef''f  \ 
and  intrepidity  of  its  defenders  against  a  gi'eatly  superior  f'ai^<^^j 
deserved  and  received  the  highest  appreciation  of  the  nut:  /^'^''-^  , 
authorities. 

13.  The  failure  of  the  expeditions  against  Stoney  Creek,  d  3 
the  Beaver  Dam  Meadows,  organized  by  Major-General  IK  r  i 
bora,  and  the  prevalence  of  a  general  public  feeling  of  his  n:-^  \ 
fieiency  and  incompetency,  about  this  time  led  to  the  removal  ^S-  t 
that  officer  from  the  command  of  the  central  division,  ami  T'-^^c 
substitution  of  Major-General  Wilkinsox,  Secretary  of  Wurt>:|"  = 
the  United  States.  \ 

14.  An  attack  upon  the  village  of  Black  Rock,  on  the  ea^te  ■ 
bank  of  the  Niagara  Paver,  on  the  11th  of  July,  by  Lieutcr- t  ; 
Colonel  Bishopp,  of  the  British  army,  was  gallantly  repui^cxi  : 
the  American  (General  Peter  B.  Poiiteii,  —  Colonel  Bi>ht?v^ j ^  i 
having  been  mortally  wounded,  and  a  large  number  of  hi>  • 
killed,  wounded, i3r  captured,  while  the  xVmerieans,  though  gi<  ^  ■  | 
ly  outnumbered,  sustained  a  very  trifling  loss.  | 

15.  On  the  14th  of  August  the  brig-of-war  Argus,  comm;u;ii  I 
by  Lieutenant  William  H.  Allen,  of  Pthode  Island,  haviu.:  C | 
board  the  American  minister  to  France,  the  Hon.  Williau'.  H  j 
Crawford,  was  captured  on  her  return  voyage,  after  h;i>'"^'J'l 
destroyed  twenty  English  vessels,  by  the  British  brig  I\r.^vis^! 
Lieutenant  Allen  was  niortaily  wounded.  On  the  5th  <.'i  "t'p'  l 
tendier  the  British  brig  Boxer,  Captain  Blyth,  was  captinv';  Oi*^- 
the  coast  of  Maiue  by  the  Euterpritse,  Lieutenant  William  S*^*"; 
rows,  who  was  killed  in  the  action.  j 

Iniportance  of  tlic  post.  —  Kt^inoval  of  Gtiifrul  DLiuhorn.  — ^^Attack  -V  1 
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16.  Th^:  Hiost  brilliant  aud  important  naval  victory  of  the 
cnnipaipTi  and  of  the  war,  however,  was  that  of  Commodore 
OijvER  Hazard  Perry  on  Lake  Erie,  on  tlxe  morning  of  the  10th 
of  September,  over  the  British  squadron  commanded  by  Com- 
modore Barclay,  consisting  of  six  vessels  mounting  sixty-three 
}^ms.  The  American  fleet  consisted  of  the  flag-ship  Lawrence, 
the  Xiagara,  —  of  twenty  gnns  each,  —  and  eight  smaller  vessels 
with  thirteen  guns  in  ail. 

17.  At  sunrise,  the  enemy's  fleet  having  been  discovered  in 
motion,  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  under  the  direction  of 
Commodore  Peny,  and  in  perfect  order  slowly  approached  the 
opposing  squadron.  At  noon  the  signal  for  action  —  the  blue 
flag  of  the  Lawrenco  with  the  inspiriting  motto  "Don't  give  up 
THE  Ship  ! "  — was  displayed,  and  the  action  commenced. 

18.  The  Laurence  closed  witli  the  enemy  at  canister-shot 
distance,  and  for  half  an  hour,  assisted  by  the  Ariel  and  Scor- 
pion, sustained  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire  from  their  long 
guns.  Commodore  Perry,  advancing  his  ship  to  close  quarters 
with  th&i  Detroit,  the  British  flag-ship,  and  leaving  behind  him 
his  whole  force,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ariel  and  Scorj)ion, 
for  two  hours  maintained  the  unequal  contest,  until  nearly  every 
gun  of  the  LawTcnce  was  disabled,  her  sails  torn  to  pieces,  her 
bulwarks  beaten  in,  and  of  one  hundred  efficient  men  upwards 
of  eighty  killed  or  wounded. 

19.  At  this  crisis.  Commander  Elliott,  of  the  Niagara,  por^ 
ceiving  the  crippled  and  unmana2:eal)le  condition  of  the  Law- 
rence, and  the  imminent  danger  of  her  capture  and  the  defeat 
of  the  fleet,  ventured,  without  orders,  to  leave  the  liue  and  go 
to  her  relief.  While  passing  her  to  the  windward  in  the  midst 
of  a  heavy  and  raking  fire  from  four  of  the  enemy's  vessels, 
Commodore  Peny  sprang  aboard  his  cutter,  with  his  brother, 
Midshipman  .J.  Alexander  Perry,  and  the  flag  of  the  Lawrence, 
and  succeeded  in  reachinj?  the  Xiacrara. 

20.  The  contest  was  agahi  renewed  with  the  utmost  alacrity 
v.nd  spirit  ;  the  entire  fleet,  with  the  exception  of  the  Law- 
rence, brought  into  action,  throuudi  the  exertions  of  Commander 
Elliott )  a  continuous  shower  of  broadsides  poured  riglit  and  left 
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into  the  enemy's  vessels,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  entirt>  f?'-^^ 
surrendered,    lleturning  to  the  deck  of  the  shattered  L:nvr. 
Commodore  Perry  received  the  swords  of  the  several  Iv'^i^^ 
commanders,  and  indited  and  forwarded  to  General  Harri.son  "f/i  ^ 
laconic  and  memorable  despatch,  "We  have  met  the  ene.mv, 

AND  they  are  ours  !  " 

21.  This  brilliant  victory  was  followed  on  the  5th  of  Oct(  i  - 
by  the  defeat  of  the  British  General  Proctor  and  his  entire  ;in 
by  General  Harrison  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  in  whicli  i 
cumseh  was  slain,  the  territory  of  Michigan,  ingloriously 
rendered  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  by  Hull,  regaiiu 
and  hostilities  on  the  northwestern  frontier  terminated. 

22.  In  the  latter  part  of  October  an  ineffectual  movement  w  is 
made,  under  the  direction  of  General  Wilkinson,  by  Gcik  :  ^1 
Izard,  for  a  descent  upon  Canada,  and  the  capture  of  Montn..; 
and  Kingston.  At  Chateaugay,  in  Franklin  County,  near  t  h  • 
confluence  of  the  Chateaugay  and  Oudarde  Rivers,  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  a  force  of  about  four  thousand  men, 
led  by  Generals  Izard  and  Hampton,  was  repulsed  by  tlie  Brit- 
ish under  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Salaberry,  and  compelled  t<^ 
retreat  with  considerable  loss,  and  the  expedition  against  Mon- 
treal was  temporarily  abandoned. 

23.  Early  in  November,  however,  another  expedition  or- 
ganized under  the  command  of  Generals  Brown  and  -Macomi\ 
■with  about  seventeen  hundred  men,  proceeded  from  the  vicinity 
of  Lake  Champlain  down  the  St.  Lavrrence  in  a  flotilla  of  throe 
hundred  boats  extending  over  a  distance  of  five  miles,  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  (ieueral  Wilkinson  in  person.  At  Chrys- 
tler's  Farm,  near  the  Canadian  village  of  ^V'illiamsblu'g,  they 
were  encountered  by  a  heavy  British  force  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Morrison  and  Pearson,  in  which  Colonel  E.  P.  Gaini:^, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Aspinwall,  and  Lio^itenant  W.  J.  Worth  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  and  after  a  severe  contest  of  two  hours, 
and  with  no  material  advantage  on  eitlicr  side,  a  retreat  to  tiie 
boats  was  ordered  by  General  Wilkinson,  and  the  expeuitiou 
again  aliandoned. 

Battlo  of  the  Thames.  —  Defeat  of  the  Briti>l»  army.  —  Death  of  Teciini- 
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24.  The  transfer  of  the  principal  part  of  the  American  forces 
from  the  Niagr.ra  frontier  to  the  vicinity  of  Sackett's  Harbor 
and  Lake  Chaniphxin,  and  the  an^ival  of  heavy  reinforcements  of 
the  enemy  under  Lientenant-General  Drummond  to  the  former 
position,  compelled  General  McL'lure  to  abandon  Fort  George. 
Accordingly,  after  having  deposited  his  military  stores  in  Fort 
Niagara,  and  burned  the  village  of  Xewark,  he  opened  a  fire 
upon  Queenstown  and  inflicted  great  and  unnecessary  distress 
upon  the  defenceles3  and  unoffending  citizens  of  those  villages. 

25.  On  the  18th  of  Deceml>er  a  fearful  series  of  retaliator}' 
barbarities  was  comm-cnced  by  a  detachment  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
tillery under  Colonel  Murray,  numl)cring  about  five  hundred 
and  fifty  men.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  Fort  Xiagara  was 
entered,  and  the  entire  ganison,  with  a  few  cxcoi^tions,  includ- 
ing a  large  number  of  hospital  patients,  bayoneted  without 
mercy,  in  revenge  for  the  burning  of  Newark  and  Queens- 
town. 

2G.  Another  party,  led  by  General  Ilial  and  Lieutenant -Colo- 
nel Gordon,  consisting  of  detachments  from  the  Royal  Scots  and 
a  body  of  five  hundred  Indians,  cr*xsscd  over  from  Queenstown 
to  Lewiston,  which  was  burned  and  plundered,  and  the  inhab- 
itants subjected  to  the  most  atrocious  cruelties.  Similar  vindic- 
tive retaliation  was  extended  to  the  Villages  of  Youngstown, 
Manchester,  Fort  Schlosser,  and  the  Indian  settlement  at  Tus- 
Ciirora,  and  for  se\eral-  miles  the  entire  frontier  was  desolated 
and  ravaged. 

27.  On  the  26th,  General  Hall,  of  the  New  York  militia,  took 
command  of  a  large  body  of  undisci[)lined  troops  at  Buffalo,  and 
Lieutenant-General  Drummond,  after  having  reconnoitred  these 
forces,  despatched  General  Rial  on  the  20th  with  a  larirc  body 
of  regulars,  Canadians,  and  Indians  to  the  vicinity  of  the  vd- 
lage  of  Black  Rock,  near  Butlalo.  On  the  next  day  a  sanguin- 
ary engagement  occurred  between  the  two  armies,  resulting  in 
tb.o  retreat  of  the  Americans,  and  the  al)andoumeut  of  both  the 
villages  of  Buffalo  and  IHack  Rock  to  the  same  fate  which  had 
swept  over  the  neighborhig  scttltiueuts. 

Evacuation  of  Fort  Gc-orirc  —  Burnini:  of  Xewark  and  (>uocnstown. — 
I^i'taliatorv  descent  u[)on  Fort  Nia^rara,  I.i  wiston,  Younir^t<>\vn,  and  other 
village^*.  —  Capture  and  destruction  ot"  Butialo  and  Black  Rock. 


!  "I 


■  •  !  .11 


186 


SIXTH  PERIOD. 


28.  This  savage  and  merciless  warfare,  originally  provok'  l 
bj  the  unjustitiablo  and  wanton  aggression  of  General  McC'lur*-, 
reflected  the  deci:)cst  disgrace  upon  both  nations,  and  elicitt  i 
from  all  quarters,  both  in  England  and  America,  the  stroii:: 
est  feeling  of  indignation  and  mutual  recrimination.  Its  un- 
avoidable tendency  was  fearfully  to  imbitter  the  sanguinary 
contest  in  which  the  two  countries  were  engaged,  and  to  defer 
the  period  of  reconcihation. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Administration  of  Governor  Tompkixs. —  Second  TVar  with  Great 
Britain.  —  Battles  of  Cuitpewa  and  Lcndy's  Lane. 

1.  The  Legislature  convened  on  the  25th  of  January,  1814. 
Governor  Tompkins,  in  his  address  to  the  Legislature, 
recommended  the  assumption  by  the  State  of  its  quota  of 

the  direct  tax  imposed  by  Congress  for  the  support  of  the  war. 
This  proposition  was  favorably  entertained  by  the  Senate,  but 
rejected  by  the  Assembly  by  a  strict  party  vote.  General  Root. 
Nathan  Sandford,  and  Mr.  Vah  Buren  were  the  Democratic 
leaders  in  the  Senate  ;  and  the  Fedc>ralists  in  the  Assembly  were 
marshalled  by  David  B.  Ogden,  Samuel  Jones,  Jr.,  and  Charles 
King  of  New  York,  and  Jacob  Paitsen  Van  Rensselaer  of  Dutch- 
ess, Chief-Justice  Ki;xt  was  appointed  Chancellor  in  place  of 
Mr.  Lansing  Smith  Tliompson  succeeded  him  as  Chief-Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court ;  and  Jonas  Piatt,  of  Oneida,  was  appointed 
Associate  Justice  in  his  place. 

2.  Liberal  ap})ropriations  of  money,  to  be  raised  by  State  lot- 
teries, were  made,  durinir  the  session,  to  Union,  Columbia,  and 
Hamilton  Colleges,  and  to  various  medical  colleges.  The  com- 
mon-school law  of  1S12  was  rem«>delled,  in  accordance  with 
the  views  of  the  su|)erinteii(lent,  Mr.  Haw  ley.  The  xVpril  elec- 
tions terminated  iu  the  eoniplete  success  of  the  Republican 

Proc'CL'dirrjs  of  the  Le,:isl:iture.  —  x\j)jxjintmcnt.s  iind  removals.  —  Appnj- 
priatlons  to  colleLMis.  —  Coimuon-scliool  law.  — April  elections.  —  Triumph 
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party  in  both  brnTiches  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  congressional 
representation. 

3.  In  February,  General  Wiiidnson  mo  red  from  French  ^lills 
to  Plattsburg,  and  (jeneral  Brown,  with  two  tho\isand  men,  oc- 
cupied Sackett's  Harbor.  In  the  ensuing  March,  Wilkinson,  in 
an  attack  upon  the  British  near  Rouse's  Point,  was  repulsed, 
and  replaced  by  General  Izard.  On  the  5th  of  May  a  British 
gquadron,  with  three  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Gen eral  Drummond,  appeared  before  Oswego,  with 
the  vieu^  of  capturing  the  naval  and  military  stores  deposited  at 
Oswego  Falls,  but  met  with  so  spirited  a  resistance  from  Colonel 
Mitchell,  and  a  small  flotilla  under  Captain  "VVoolsey,  that  they 
withdrew  with  a  heavy  loss. 

4.  These  stores,  thus  preserved  from  destruction,  were  trans- 
ferred, under  the  direction  of  Captain  Woolscy,  aided  by  a  corps 
of  riflemen  commanded  by  Major  Appling,  to  Sackett's  Harbor. 
On  reaching  Sandy  Creek,  within  eight  miles  of  their  destina- 
tion, through  the  treachery  of  the  crew  of  one  of  the  boats  sent 
as  a  convoy,  the  British  admiral,  Sir  James  Yeo,  was  apprised 
of  their  destination,  and  immediately  despatched  a  force  to  in- 
tercept them.  }kIajor  Appling,  on  being  apprised  of  this  move- 
ment, placed  his  riflemen,  artillery,  dragoons,  and  a  body  of 
Indians  in  ambush  ;  and  on  the  approach  of  the  unsuspecting 
detachment  gave  them  so  sudden,  and  unwelcome  a  reception 
that  they  were  driven  back  in  confusion,  and  the  convoy  pro- 
ceeded to  its  destination. 

5.  Major-General  Jacob  Brown,  with  Brigadier-Generals  Scott 
and  Ripley,  were  at  this  period  in  command  on  the  Nincrara 
frontier  ;  and  instructions  from  the  War  Department  having  been 
received  for  the  capture  of  Fort  Erie,  Chippewa,  Fort  George, 
and  Burlington  Heights,  on  the  Canada  shore,  active  prepara- 
tions were  immediately  made  for  the  accomplishment  of  tliose 
results.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July,  General  Scott,  with 
four  regiments,  crossed  the  Niairara  Pviver,  landing  below  Fort 
Erie,  and  was  followed  by  General  Ripley,  with  four  additional 

Movements  of  General  Wilkinson  and  OeTioral  Brown.  —  Unsucccs.sfiil 
attack  upon  Rouse's  I'oint.  —  Kemovnl  of  Wilkinson  and  a])|X)intment  of 
fieneral  Ixanl,  —  liepiilsc  of  the  P>iiti>h  at  Osweiro  — Transportation  of 
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regiments,  occupying  a  position  above  the  fort,  which,  wiUi 
garrison,  was  immediately  surrendered  to  them. 

6.  The  next  morning,  General  Seott,  with  his  brigade  aii'i  . 
corps  of  artillery  under  Captain  Towson,  driving  before  him  tl. 
British  advance  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  IN  ,  r 
son,  took  position  behind  Street's  Creek,  a  small  stream  cut  -  r 
ing  the  Niagara  liiver  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  Chippcw  ^ 
On  the  same  evening.  General  Ripley's  brigade,  the  field  ui -i 
battery*  train,  and  Major  Hindman's  artillery  corps,  encamps  i 
in  the  rear  of  General  Scott's  position  ;  and  on  the  morniuLr  •.'I 
the  5th,  General  Peter  B.  Porter,  with  a  part  of  the  New  Ytnk 
and  Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  a  small  party  of  Indians,  oc- 
cupied a  position  in  rear  of  General  Pvipley. 

7.  General  Ptial,  with  a  force  of  about  twenty-five  hundn  1 
men,  consisting  of  the  flower  of  the  British  army,  was  postv'i 
behind  a  heavy  line  of  iutrcnchmcnts  below  the  Cnirri;\vA 
Creek,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  the 
American  encampment,  and  separated  from  it  l)y  a  large  plain 
of  about  a  mile  in  width,  lying  between  the  two  creeks,  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  Niagara  lliver,  and  on  the  west  by  a  heavy 
wood,  witli  occasional  openings  of  low  ground. 

8.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  day  this  wood  was  found  to  be 
occupied  by  strong  bodies  of  the  enemy's  light  troops  and  In- 
dians ;  and  General  Porter  ,was  despatched  with  his  brigade  for 
their  dispersion,  whicli  was  soon  accomplished  with  considerable 
slaughter.  On  emerging  from  the  wood,  the  enemy  were  dis- 
covered drawn  up  in  battle  an-ay  on  the  plain  ;  and  the  detach- 
ment, panic-stricken,  dispersed  in  all  directions,  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  of  their  gallant  commander  to  rally  them. 

9.  General  Scott,  in  the  mean  time,  ignorant  of  these  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  had  conducted  his  brigade  across  the  creek 
into  the  plain,  for  martial  exercise,  at  the  same  moment  that 
the  British  line  were  entering  it  from  the  north.  Displaying  his 
force  near  its  southern  extremity,  General  Rial  was  confronted 
by  the  brigade  of  General  Scott  drawn  up  in  lino  with  military 
precision,  and  fully  prepared,  at  all  points,  for  the  approaching 
combat. 
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10.  TLie  battle  instantly  commenced  with  the  utmost  spirit 
and  vigor  on  bom  sides,  but  with  a  numerical  superiority  of 
nearly  two  to  one  in  favor  of  the  British,  —  General  Porter's 
command  having  become  entirely  demoralized,  and  General  Rip- 
Icys  forces  not  ha^'ing  been  able  to  reach  the  position  assigned 
them.  The  destructive  effect  of  the  American  fire  on  his  ex- 
posed lines  soon  compelled  the  British  General  to  order  a  con- 
centrated charge  on  his  opponents  front,  which  was  so  gallantly 
received  that  a  retreat  was  immediately  ordered.  General  Scott 
at  once  charged  upon  the  whole  line  and  triumphantly  drove 
them  from  the  field  in  uncontrollable  disorder  to  their  camp  on 
the  Chippewa. 

11.  The  enemy's  loss  in  this  battle  was  six  officers  and  two 
hundred  and  thirty  men,  including  eighty-seven  Indians  killed, 
and  twenty-six  officers  and  about  three  hundred  men  wounded; 
while  that  of  the  Americans,  during  the  action  and  the  preced- 
ing skirmishes,  was  sixty  men  killed  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
officer,  and  nine  officers  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  men 
wounded. 

12.  General  Rial  soon  afterwards  broke  up  his  encampment 
at  Chippewa  and  fell  back  on  Queenstown,  and,  having  thrown 
part  of  his  forces  into  Fort  George  and  Mississaga,  took  post  on 
Twenty  Mile  Creek.  General  Brown,  on  the  10th,  advanced  to 
Qucenstown,  where  he  encamped  with  his- army;  and  General 
Rial,  having  effected  a  junction  with  his  reinforcements,  occupied 
a  new  position  at  the  Fifteen  Mile  Creek,  about  thirteen  miles 
from  Qucenstown. 

13.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  General  Brown,  in  ac- 
co.dance  with  the  decision  of  a  council  of  war,  advanced  from 
Qnconstown  to  Fort  George,  with  the  design  —  in  conjunction 
^^ith  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Chauncey  on  Lake  Ontario  —  of 
investing  and  recapturing  that  fortress.  Failing,  liowever,  in 
his  efforts  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet,  he  withdrew 
hi.s  forces  on  the  2ith  to  Chippewa,  where  he  encamped  on  the 
^'>uth  side  of  the  Niagara  River.  On  the  morning  of  the  2.")th 
^he  advance  of  the  British  army,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pearson,  took  position  near  Luxoy's  Lane, — a  road  entering 
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the  main  road  below  the  Falls,  —  at  a  distance  of  abont  three 
miles  from  the  American  camp. 

14.  In  ignorance  of  this  movement  of  the  enemy,  General 
Brown  ordered  the  First  Brigade,  Captain  Towson's  artillery,  and 
the  cavalry  and  mounted  men,  nnder  the  direction  of  General 
Scott,  to  move  towards  Qneenstown,  with  the  view  of  checking 
the  progress  of  General  Rial,  in  case  he  should  have  determined 
to  cross  the  river  and  execute  a  flank  movement  up  the  eastern 
bank.  In  compliance  with  these  orders,  General  Scott,  between 
five  and  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  proceeded  with  his  brigade 
down  the  road  towards  the  Falls. 

15.  Overtaking  a  small  detachment  of  British  cavalry  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Falls,  information  was  immediately  sent  by 
Scott  to  the  main  body  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  force, 
and  of  his  intention  to  engage  them.  The  column  again  moved 
forward  in  the  direction  of  Lundy's  Lane,  in  its  march  to  Queens- 
town,  and,  passing  a  narrow  strip  of  woods,  suddenly  emerged 
in  front  of  General  Rial's  entire  army,  strengthened  by  a  heavy 
reinforcement  just  arrived  under  Lieutcnant-General  Drum- 
mond,  strongly  posted  on  a  commanding  elevation,  on  the  sum- 
mit of  which  frowned  a  battery  of  seven  formidable  pieces  of 
artillery. 

16.  Against  this  overwhelming  force,  consisting  of  upwards 
of  three  thousand  five  hundred  regulars,  militia,  and  Indians, 
with  its  artillerv'  in  the  centre  and  its  wings  thrown  forward, 
ready  to  infold  and  crush  all  opposition.  General  Scott  ad- 
vanced at  sunset  with  his  sinirle  brigade,  numl)ering  not  more 
than  thirteen  hundred  men  in  all,  separated  into  two  divisions, 
and  with  only  two  small  field-pieces.  A  brisk  fire  was  im- 
mediately 0];>ened  upon  the  enemy's  line  by  tliis  small  park  of 
artillery;  and  so  vigorous  was  the  attack  of  Major  Jesup's  regi- 
ment on  the  extreme  rii^ht,  that  the  British  left,  on  its  front, 
was  partially  forced  back  for  some  distance,  and  General  Tlial 
and  his  stalf  captured  while  on  a  reconnoissance,  by  Captain 
Ketchum. 

17.  In  the  mean  time,  Genenil  Brown  had  promptly  de- 
spatched General  Ripley  with  the  Second  Brigade,  and  General 

Gcnenil  Scott's  a<lv;uH-e.  —  He  encounters  the  entire  British  force.  —  He 
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Porter  "with  the  voliinteers,  to  the  support  of  General  Scott, 
and  proceeded  himseh''  to  the  field.  Jkfore  the  arrival  of  this 
rein  force  meut  the  night  had  closed  in,  and  the  battle  continued 
to  rage  in  its  darkness.  The  incessant  and  deadly  fire  of  the 
enemy's  battery  m  the  centre  shattered  the  advancing  columns 
as  they  approached,  and  the  complete  destruction  of  the  gallant 
band  seemed  inevitable. 

18.  At  this  crisis,  General  Ripley  inquired  of  Colonel  Miller 
and  Captain  McDonald  whether  it  might  not  be  possible,  not- 
withstandmg  the  gi'eat  disparity  of  force,  to  capture  and  silence 
this  formidable  battery.  The  reply  of  Colonel  Miller  —  "I 'll 
TRY,  Sir!"  —  has  passed  into  histor\\  Preparations  were  im- 
mediately made  for  canying  this  daring  resolution  into  effect. 

19.  Colonel  Miller's  regiment  was  moved  forward  silently  and 
cautiously,  but  in  perfect  order,  to  a  fence  on  the  slope  of 
the  hdl  in  rear  of  the  battery,  where  it  drew  up  in  line  ;  and, 
after  pouring  in  a  well-directed  volley,  the  men  rushed  forward 
with  their  bayonets,  and,  driving  bef  )re  them  the  artillerists, 
took  possession  of  the  guns,  and  occupied  the  summit  of  the 
hill,  surrounded  by  a  legion  of  infuriated  foes. 

20.  The  First  Brigade,  under  General  Scott,  continued  in  the 
face  of  a  galling  fire  to  maintain  its  position,  although  regiment 
after  regiment  of  its  bra\X'  defenders  was  decimated,  and  one 
alone  remained  to  sustain,  with  a  spirit  and  bravery  bordering 
on  desperation,  the  impetuous  charge  of  the  enemy.  Major 
Jesup  still  held  the  gi'ound  he  had  wrested  from  the  enemy  on 
the  Queenstown  road.  Not  a  ray  of  light,  except  the  occasional 
flashes  of  the  artillery  or  muskets  of  the  combatants,  illu- 
minated the  darkness  of  the  night ;  and  at  half  past  ten  the 
enemy's  whole  line,  discomfited  and  defeated,  had  fallen  back, 
and  again  attempted  to  rally  their  broken  forces  in  rear  of  their 
former  position. 

21.  During  the  ensuing  two  hours  a  series  of  bold  and  des- 
perate efforts  were  made  by  the  r>i-itish,  reinforced  by  two  com- 
panies, of  artillery,  to  reg^ain  the  captured  battery,  and  with 
it  the  ground  they  had  lost.  Charge  after  charge,  in  the  deep 
obscurity  of  midnight,  was  made  with  the  bayonet,  and  resisted 
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with  unflngging  pertinacity  by  the  same  deadly  weapon  ;  ai,  1 
after  a  hund-to-liand  contest  of  two  hours,  waged  with  a  hna 
ery  and  determination  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  modern  war 
fare,  the  enemy  were  again  driven  from  tlie  well-contested  ficl  i. 

22.  Generals  Brown  and  Scott  having  both  been  sevcn.-lv 
wounded,  the  command  now  devolved  on  General  iii])ley  ;  an.i. 
after  maintaining  their  position  for  an  hour  after  tlie  retreat  ( f 
the  enemy,  the  American  force  retired,  under  orders  received  from 
General  Brown,  to  their  encampment  at  Chippewa,  leaving  tln^ 
captured  battery,  which  they  had  no  means  of  removing,  to  fall 
into  the  possession  of  its  original  owners. 

23.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  battle  was  ten  officers, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  men  killed,  and  forty-eight  uiW- 
cers  and  five  hundred  and  seventy -one  men  wounded  ;  while 
that  of  the  British  was  five  officers  and  seventy-nine  men  killed, 
Lieutenant-General  Drummond,  General  Ilial,  thirty-seven  of- 
ficers, and  five  hundred  and  eighteen  men  wounded  or  ca|>- 
tured. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Administration  of  Governor  Tompkins.  —  Second  "War  wttti  Great 
Britain  {conrlnded).  —  Sikge  of  Fort  llniE.  —  Naval  Victors  on 
Lake  Champlain.  —  Attack,  on  rLATTsBURO. 

1.  Ox  the  2Gth  of  Jidy  the  American  army,  under  General 
1S14  ^''^^^       ^'^^^^  '"''i^^hout  being  in  any  man- 
ner harassed  or  disturl)cd  })y  the  enemy.    In  this  new 

position  strong  intrcnchmcnts  and  additional  defences  were 
thrown  up,  when,  on  the  of  August,  the  British,  a;rain  rein- 
forced, appeared  in  strength  )»f  forc  the  fort,,  and,  after  having 
opened  fire  upon  it,  employed  tliemselves  for  several  days  in 
vigorous  ])rcparations  for  a  siege. 

2.  At  sunrise  on  the  7th  of  Auirust  the  enemy's  first  battery 
was  unmasked  ;  and  fn.m  five  pieces  of  artillery  a  volley  was 
poured  ujKm  tlie  American  lines,  from  whifh  the  national  flag 
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was  proiidlj  displayed,  amid  the  inspiriting  strains  of  the  vari- 
ous regimental  bfaidd.  For  an  entire  week  the  siege  was  prose- 
cuted with  great  vigor,  the  fire  was  unremitting  and  severe,  and 
the  defence,  under  the  immediate  direction  o^  General  Gaines, 
spirited  and  persistent. 

3.  At  about  two  o  clock  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  a  com- 
bined assault  was  commenced  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Amer- 
ican lines  by  the  enemy,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fischer,  with 
from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  men.  After  having  been 
repulsed  four  times,  with  great  spirit  and  energy,  and  with 
a  hea\^  loss,  by  the  Twenty-First  Regiment,  under  Major  Wood 
of  the  Engineers,  Captain  Towson's  artillerists,  and  the  Twenty- 
Third  Regiment,  the  attack  in  tliat  quarter  was  abandoned. 

4.  In  the  centre,  however,  General  Porter's  brigade,  two  regi- 
ments of  the  riiie  corps,  and  a  detacliment  of  artillery  under 
Major  Hindman,  wore  confronted  by  a  force  of  about  five  hun- 
dred men  under  Lieutenant-General  Drummond.  The  garrison, 
under  the  lead  of  Captain  Williams  and  Lieutenants  McDun- 
ough  and  Watmough,  gave  them  a  spirited  reception,  hurled 
back  their  scaling-ladders,  and  drove  them  from  the  bastions 
with  a  heavy  loss.  A  second  and  third  assault  followed,  with 
the  same  results  ;  tlie  garrison  being  now  strengthened  by  Gen- 
eral Ripley's  brigade  of  rcgidars. 

5.  Soon  afterwards,  taking  advantaixe  of  the  darkness  of  the 
morning  and  the  heavy  columns  of  smoke,  Lieutenant-General 
Drummond  moved  his  troops  silently  round  the  ditch,  repeated 
his  charge,  and  reascended  his  ladders  with  such  celerity  as  to 
obtain  a  footing  on  the  parapet  before  any  effectual  opposition 
could  be  made.  Orders  were  ^iven  to  show  no  mercy  to  the 
g^.rrison.  The  conflict  was  desperate  ;  Captain  Williams  and 
Lieutenants  McDonough  and  Watmough  fell,  the  former  mor- 
tally wounded  ;  charge  followed  charge  in  rapid  succession  until 
daybreak,  when  the  enemy,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  retained  j>os- 
session  of  the  bastion. 

G.  On  the  extreme  right,  defended  by  the  remnant  of  the 
First  (Scott's)  Bi'igadc,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Aspinwall,  the  Douglass  Battery,  Colonel  McRee,  and  Cap- 


Comhincd  assault  and  its  repulse.  —  Drummond's  attack,  repulse,  second 
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tains  Boughton  and  Harding  of  the  Volunteers,  an  incfTcctun]  - 
eault  was  also  repeatedly  made  by  the  enemy  under  Lieutr:i.. 
Colonel  Scott.    The  resistance  in  this  quarter  was  so  spiriti  *! ;., 
persistent  that  at  daybreak  the  British  troops  were  witlidraw,. 

7.  The  struggle  for  the  possession  of  the  fort  was  now  r.  • 
centrated  in  the  central  bastion,  which,  at  the  moment  < 
the  advance  of  the  British  reserve  to  support  the  successful  : 
vance,  burst  with  a  terrific  explosion,  and  a  jet  of  flame,  n:.:. 
gled  with  fragments  of  timber,  earth,  stone,  and  human  botl,' 
rose  to  the  height  of  more  than  a  hundred  feet  in  the  air,  u\  . 
fell  in  a  shower  of  ruins  in  every  direction.    The  reserves  i;;. 
mediately  fell  back  ;  and  soon  afterwards  the  conflict  ended  ::; 
the  entire  defeat  of  the  enemy,  whose  shattered  colunms  r 
turned  to  their  encampment  with  the  loss  of  two  hundred  aii  1 
twenty  killed,  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  wounded,  un'l 
nearly  two  hundred  prisoners. 

8.  During  the  ensuing  month  the  American  army  were  busily 
engaged  in  repairing  the  ruined  bastion,  and  strengthening  aii'i 
increasing  the  works.  Both  armies  in  the  interval  had  receivod 
reinforcements,  and  the  siege  was  prosecuted  and  the  defeniL* 
sustained  with  skill  and  spirit  on  both  sides.  General  Gaiiu-^ 
had  left  the  encampment  and  returned  to  Buflido,  and  General 
Brown,  who  had  recovered  from  his  wounds,  resumed  the  coui- 
mand  of  the  army. 

9-.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 7th  of  September,  in  the  midst  of 
a  heavy  fog  with  occasional  showers  of  rain,  a  sortie  was  made 
from  the  fort,  in  two  divisions,  commanded  respectively  by  Gen- 
erals Porter  and  Miller,  supported  by  Colonel  Millers  regiment 
under  General  liiplcy  as  a  reserve.  At  noon.  General  Porter's 
division,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Gibson  and  Major  "Woo'l, 
moved  from  the  encampment,  and,  marching  through  the  woods, 
at  three  o'clock  rushed  upon  the  enemy's  lines  and  carried 
them  by  assault. 

10.  Simultaneously  with  this  movement,  General  ^[iller,  with 
the  right  division,  attacked  the  centre  of  the  British  lines,  and 
compelled  its  defenders  to  a  precipitate  flight,  after  capturini: 
their  batteries  and  fortifications.     In  this  gallant  and  succes>- 

Ccntral  bastion.  —  Defeat  of  the  British.  —  Reinforcements.  —  S:uly 
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fill  achievement  tho  Americar.s  suffered  severely,  Major-General 
Davis,  Lieateiiant-Colonel  Wood,  Colone]  Gibson,  with  seven 
other  officers  and  seventy  men,  having  been  killed,  and  Generals 
Porter  and  Riplev,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Aspinwall,  twenty-two 
other  officers,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  men  wounded.  The 
British  loss  was  equally  severe  ;  and,  after  collecting  his  scat- 
tered forces,  General  Drummond  broke  up  his  encampment,  and 
resumed  his  former  position  on  the  Chippewa. 

11.  The  British  lutving,  in  August,  captured  tlie  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  burned  and  destroyed  the  principal  public  buildings, 
and  the  entire  coast  being  blockaded  by  the  English  fleet,  ener- 
getic measures  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  Xew  York  were 
adopted  by  the  inhabitants.  An  enthusiastic  public  meeting 
was  held,  and  the  citizens,  without  distinction  of  party,  pledged 
themselves  to  a  vigorous  co-operation  with  the  national  and 
State  authorities  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  various 
fortifications  in  and  around  the  city  were  strengthened  and 
supplied  with  effective  garrisons,  twenty  thousand  troops  were 
raised  and  stationed  in  the  city  under  the  command  of  Major- 
Gonerals  Morgan  Lewis  and  Ebenezer  Stevens,  and  Conunodore 
L>ecatur  placed  in  charge  of  the  fleet  lying  in  the  harbor.  The 
city  and  its  suburbs  became  one  vast  camj),  animated  by  a  firm 
determination  to  uphold  the  national  honor,  and  preserve  at  all 
hazards  their  beautiful  metropolis. 

12.  On  the  refusal  of  tlie  banks  to  advance  the  requisite  funds 
for  the  organization  and  support  of  this  immense  force  on  the 
security  of  the  United  States  Treasury  notes  alone,  Governor 
Tompkins  patriotically  came  forward  and  pleuircd  his  own  pcr- 
'^onal  and  official  security  as  indorser  on  the  part  of  the  State 
for  a  loan  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  which  were  thereupon 
promptly  advanced. 

13.  In  the  mean  time.  General  Sir  George  Prevost,  with  fifteen 
thousand  men  from  the  Duke  of  Wcllinirton's  successful  army, 
aided  by  a  strong  naval  squadron  under  Sir  James  L.  Yeo,  pre- 
pared for  an  invasion  of  the  State  by  way  of  Lake  Chaniplain. 
The  greater  part  of  the  American  forces  stationed  at  Plattsburg, 
under  tlie  command  of  General  Izard,  having  been  transferred 
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to  the  Niagara  frontier,  Sir  George  at  once  put  his  comm.. 
motion  without  waiting  for  the  co-operation  of  the 
and  early  in  September  advanced  through  CHnton  Coiintv  ■ 
•point  within  eight  miles  of  Plattsburg  on  Lake  Champlaiii. 

14.  While  these  movements  were  in  progress,  General  M.i. 
gathered  together  at  Champlain  the  fragments  of  the  Anu  r 
army,  numbering  not  more  than  fifteen  hundred  effectiv*^  : 
and,  retiring  before  the  British  general,  fell  back  on  Piatt -l 
and  completed  the  defences  which  had  been  commenced  on  • 
southern  bank  of  the  Saranac,  a  small  stream  which  enters  t : 
lake  at  that  place. 

15.  Against  this  small  force,  General  Sir  George  Prcv 
moved  his  army  in  two  columns  on  the  two  parallel  roads  V 
ing  to  Plattsburg.  On  the  upper,  or  Bcekmantown  road,  iir  _ 
dier-General  Moocrs  with  seven  hundred  militia,  and  M;;  ' 
John  E.  Wool  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  regular  troops  ai  . 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  disputed  and  considerably  checketl  h  - 
progress,  while  the  defence  of  the  lower  or  lake-shore  road  \\  ^ 
intrusted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Appling  and  Captain  Spnnil. 

IG.  General  Prevost,  however,  succeeded,  with  considerai ! 
loss,  in  reaching  Plattsburg;  and  both  divisions  of  the  Anu  r; 
can  force,  slowly  retiring  before  him,  and  destroying  the  britL"  ^ 
over  the  Saranac,  entered  their  works,  whence  they  poured  .* 
storm  of  hot  shot  into  the  buildings  of  the  town  occupu  i 
by  the  British.  The  latter  contented  themselves  for  the  ci;- 
suing  week  in  the  prei)aration  of  batteries  for  assaulting  tln^r 
position,  and  in  the  mean  time  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  naval 
squadron. 

17.  During  this  period,  Commodore  Thomas  McDonough,  witii 
a  fleet  consisting  of  four  large  vessels  —  the  Saratoga,  Eai-^If, 
Ticonderoga,  and  Preble  —  and  ten  small  galleys,  mountiu!?  in  all 
about  seventy  guns,  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  off  Plattsburg,  ad- 
joining Lake  Champlain.  The  enemy's  squadron,  under  Captain 
George  Downie  of  the  Ri»yal  Xavy,  made  its  appearance,  enter- 
ing the  bay  around  Ciuuberland  Head  on  the  morning  of  tla* 
11th  of  Sej)tember,  consisting  of  the  sloop  Finch,  the  flag-shij> 
Confiance,  the  Ijrig  Linnet,  and  the  sloop  Chubb,  with  twelve 
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pmboats,  mounting  in  all  ninety-five  guns,  including  an  eighteen- 
l^)und  Columbiad. 

18.  As  this  imposing  squadi'on  came  into  line  around  Cum- 
UTland  Head,  — the  Chubb  moving  against  the  Eagle,  the  Finch 
t^nvards  the  Preble  and  Ticonderoga,  and  the  Contiance  against 
the  Saratoga,  —  the  several  small  vessels  prepared  for  action. 
After  solemn  prayers  on  board  the  flag-ship,  and  without  wait- 
ing the  signal  for  attack,  the  Eagle  opened  fire  for  some  time 
without  efiect,  followed,  as  soon  as  her  guns  began  to  tell,  by 
the  Saratoga  and  the  remainder  of  the  vessels. 

19.  The  Linnet,  then  anchored  in  a  favorable  position  for- 
ward of  the  Eagle's  beam,  poured  a  well-directed  broadside  into 
the  Saratoga ;  while  the  Chubb,  seeking  a  position  from  which  to 
Hike  the  American  line,  received  a  broadside  from  the  Eagle, 
which  carried  away  her  cables,  bowsprit,  and  boom,  and  in- 
flicted so  severe  an  injury  that  she  drifted  down  between  the 
two  opposing  lines,  until,  after  receiving  another  shot  from  the 
Saratoga,  she  was  compelled  to  surrender,  and  was  towed  to 
the  shore  by  one  of  the  Saratoga's  boats. 

20.  Extraordinary  efibrts  were  made  during  the  action,  by 
tiie  Finch,  to  disable  the  Ticonderoga  and  Preble;  and  the  Con- 
fiance  opened  fire  upon  the  Saratoga  with  terrible  efiect,  killing 
or  wounding  about  forty  of  her  crew.  Ikit  in  the  course  of  au 
hojir  the  Finch,  badly  disabkul,  was  driven  from  her  position 
near  the  Ticonderoga,  and,  running  upon  Crab  Island,  was  there 
captured,  while  on  the  American  side  the  Preble  was  compelled 
to  fall  back  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

21.  The  contest  had  now  narrowed  down  to  the  Confiance  and 
Linnet,  on  the  right  of  the  line,  against  the  Eagle,  the  Saratoga, 
and  the  galleys,  and  on  the  loft  the  British  gunboats  against  the 
liconderoga.  The  Linnet  ha<l  secured  an  admirable  position 
at  the  head  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  gallantly  sustained  and 
returned  the  fire  of  the  Eagle  ;  the  Confiance  was  pouring  in 
her  broadsides  on  both  the  Eagle  and  the  Saratoga,  and  tlie 
gunl)oats  were  struggling  for  su[)rcniacy  with  the  Ticondci'oga. 

22.  The  Eagle  having  lost  her  s[)rings,  and  being  prevented 
from  bringing  her  guns  to  bear,  her  commander  ran  her  down 
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between  the  Saratoga  and  Ticonderoga,  where  he  again  opened 
fire  on  the  Confiance  and  Linnet,  the  former  in  the  mean  time 
raking  the  Saratoga  on  her  bows.  The  Saratoga  in  turn  hav- 
ing become  disabled,  Commodore  McDonough  brouglit  her 
around,  in  the  face  of  a  gaUing  fire  from  the  Linnet,  in  a  posi- 
tion enabhng  her  to  bring  her  batteries  to  bear  on  the  Con- 
fiance,  and,  after  a  gallant  contest  of  upwards  of  two  hours, 
compelled  that  vessel  to  strike  her  colors. 

23.  Within  fifteen  minutes  afterwards  the  Linnet  surren- 
dered to  the  Saratoga,  and  the  gunboats,  withdrawing  from 
their  attack  on  the  Ticonderoga,  escaped  from  the  harbor.  The 
commanders  of  the  several  remaining  vessels  surrendered  their 
swords  to  Commodore  McDonough,  on  the  Saratoga,  who  cour- 
teously returned  them  to  their  brave  owners,  with  the  remark 
that  they  "  were  worthy  to  wear  them."  The  prisoners  were 
ordered  to  Crab  Island,  with  the  strictest  directions  to  treat 
them  kindly,  and  speak  to  them  encouragingly. 

24.  After  the  completion  of  this  signal  victory  the  troops 
were  withdrawn  by  Sir  George  Prevost  from  the  town,  the  bat- 
teries dismantled,  the  artillery  and  stores  removed,  and  during 
the  succeeding  night  he  followed  with  his  entire  army,  leaving 
behind  him  the  sick  and  wounded,  together  with  immense 
quantities  of  provisions,  camp  equipage,  and  other  stores,  as 
trophies  of  his  signal  discomfiture. 

25.  The  loss  of  the  British  on  this  occasion  was  three  officers 
and  thirty-four  men  killed,  and  eight  officers  and  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  men  wounded,  on  shore  ;  Captain  Downie,  four 
officers,  and  fifty-two  men  killed,  and  three  officers  and  sLxty- 
nine  men  wounded,  on  the  lake.  The  Americans  lost  one  offi- 
cer and  thirty-six  men  killed,  and  two  officers  and  sixty  men 
wounded,  on  land  ;  and  four  officers  and  forty-eight  men  killed, 
and  four  officers  and  fifty-four  men  wounded,  on  the  lake. 

20.  Governor  Tompkin^s,  in  consequence  of  the  exposed  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  and  tlie  imminent  danger  of  invasion  of 
the  State,  convened  the  Legislature,  by  proclamation,  on  the 
2Gth  of  September.  Samuel  Young,  of  Saratoga,  was  chosen 
Speaker,  and  Aaron  Clark,  of  New  York,  Clerk  of  the  Assembly. 
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Acts  were  passed  for  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  mih'tia  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  providing  for  the  raising  of 
troops  for  the  defence  of  the  State  and  city  of  New  York,  in- 
chiding  two  regiments  of  colored  soldiers,  and  authorizing  tlie 
formation  of  associations  for  the  encouragement  of  privateering. 
Provision  was  also  made  for  indemnifying  Governor  Tompkins 
for  all  expenditures  and  responsibilities  incurred  by  him  in  the 
defence  of  the  State,  not  provided  for  by  existing  laws. 

27.  These  energetic  and  spirited  proceedings  of  the  New 
York  Legislature,  combined  with  the  prompt  measures  for  the 
defence  of  the  city  of  New  York  by  its  inhabitants,  gave  great 
satisfaction  to  the  government  at  \Vashington ;  and  so  highly 
were  the  patriotic  efforts  and  sacrifices  of  Governor  Tompkins 
at  this  crisis  appreciated,  that  President  Madison  tendered  him 
the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Monroe  having  now  the  charge  of  the  War  P^epartmcnt.  Tlie 
Governor,  however,  conceiving  that,  in  his  present  position,  he 
could  be  of  greater  service  to  the  country,  declined  the  liatter- 
ing  offer. 


CHAPTER  X. 

AoMIVISTRATIOy  OF  GOVERNOR  ToMPKTNS.  — TrKATT  OF  PeACE  WITH 

Great  Britain.  —  Election  of  CiOveknofi  I)e  Witt  Clinton. — 
Erie  and  Champlaix  Canal.  —  Common  Schools.  —  State  of 
Parties, 

1.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January,  1815,  ^^^^ 
Nathan  Sanford,  of  New  York,  was  elected  United  States 
Senator  in  place  of  Obadiah  German,  whose  term  had  expired, 
and  Martin  Van  Buren  Attorney-General,  in  place  of  Abraham 
Van  Vechten,  removed.  On  the  12th  of  February,  info raiat ion 
was  received  of  tlie  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th  of 
December  previous,  and  of  the  splendid  victory  of  General  Jack- 

Spirited  proceediii;;^  for  the  puhlio  dclcnce.  —  Their  reception  at  Wa-hin^- 
ton.  —  Gov'imor  Tompkins  (letlines  the  State  Department.  —  United  States 
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SOX  at  New  Orleans  on  the  8th  of  January.  This  intelligence 
created  a  general  feeling  of  joy  and  satisfaction  throughout  tile 
country,  and  was  appropriately  celebrated  in  the  several  towns 
and  cities  of  the  State. 

2.  In  December  of  this  year  a  large  public  meeting  was  held 
in  the  city  of  New  York  in  reference  to  the  construction  of  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  Canal,  spirited  resolutions  in  its  favor 
adopted,  and  a  strong  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Clintox,  directed  to  be  forwarded  to  that  body.  Governor 

Tompkins,  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
181 G,  expatiated  upon  the  importance  of  this  great  enter- 
prise, not  only  to  the  State  of  New  York,  but  to  the  Western  and 
Kastern  States,  and  anticipated  the  zealous  co-operation  of  those 
St.itcs  in  the  proposed  work.  The  citizens  of  Albany  also  held 
u  large  meeting  and  passed  strong  resolutions  in  favor  of  the 
measure. 

3.  The  difficulties  to  be  surmounted  in  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  this  great  undertaking  were  formidable  in  the  extreme, 
and  nothing  but  the  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance  of  Mr. 
Ci.i.Mox  and  his  associates  in  the  canal  commission  could  have 
succeeded  in  overcoming  them.  The  funds  of  the  State  had 
\kvu  welhiigii  exhausted  by  the  efforts  rendered  necessary  in 
tl»e  prosecution  of  the  war ;  all  aid  from  the  general  govern- 
ment or  the  adjacent  States  had  been  pertinaciously  witliheld  ; 
tlie  resources  of  private  enterprise  crippled  and  paralyzed  by  the 
financial  embarrassments  of  the  crisis,  and  the  project  itself  was 
ahno^t  universally  regarded  as  visionary  and  chimerical.  The 
prcliniiiiary  measures  put  in  operation  for  the  commencement 
of  the  Work,  \mdyr  previous  acts  of  the  Legislature,  however  aV)ly 
devised  and  faithfully  executed,  had  been  necessarily  attended 
by  great  expense  to  the  State,  and  the  current  of  public  senti- 
ment ran  strongly  against  any  additional  legislation  in  behalf 
of  an  enterprise  so  vast  in  its  conception  and  inexhaustible  m 
its  deuiauils  u}.on  the  public  treasury. 

i.  On  the  17th  of  April  the  Legislature  was  induced,  princi- 
pally through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Clixtux,  powerfully  sup- 

(iciKTul  r-'joicinfrs.  —  Ciuiul  meetings  in  New  York  htkI  AUumy.  —  Gov- 
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I>orte(i  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Colonel  Young,  to  prtss  an  "  Act 
to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  internal  navigation 
of  the  State "  repealing  the  previous  statutes  on  the  subject, 
and  appointing  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  De  Witt  Clinton, 
!Samuel  Young,  Joseph  Ellicott,  and  Myron  Holley  Canal 
Commissioners,  with  authority  to  prosecute  all  necessary  sur- 
veys for  the  route  of  the  proposed  canal,  and  report  to  the 
Legislature  at  its  next  session.  Tw  enty  thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  for  this  purpose  from  the  State  treasury. 

5.  The  April  elections  resulted,  by  a  large  majority,  in  favor 
of  the  Republicans.  Governor  Tompkins  and  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Tayler  were  re-elected,  over  Rufus  King  and  George 
Tibbetts,  with  a  Republican  majority  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  This  body  met  on  the  5  th  of  November  for  the 
choice  of  presidential  electors.  Electors  were  appointed  favor- 
able to  Ja3IE3  Monroe  of  Virginia  for  President,  and  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins  of  New  York  for  Vice-President,  who  were  sub- 
sequently elected  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote  ;  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  and  Delaware  casting  thirty-four  votes  only  for 
Rufus  King  for  President,  and  twenty-two  for  John  E.  Howard, 
of  Maryland,  for  Vice-President. 

6.  At  the  opening- of  the  session  on  the  28th  of  January,  ^^^^ 
1817,  Governor  Tompkins  sent  a  message  to  the  Legislature 
recommending  the  entire  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  State 
from  and  after  the  4th  of  July,  1827.  By  a  previous  act,  all 
males  born  of  slave  parents  subsequent  to  the  year  1799  were 
to  become  free  at  the  age  of  tvventy-eiu'ht,  and  females  at  twenty- 
five.  The  recommendation  of  the  Govcnior  was  unanimously 
concurred  in  by  the  Legislature.  Thus  through  the  philan- 
thropic exertions  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the  city  of  New 
York  and  elsewhere,  and  the  energetic  aid  of  Cadwalladcr  D. 
Colden,  Peter  A.  Jay,  AVilliam  Jay,  (Jovemor  Tompkins,  and 
other  friends  of  humanity  throughout  the  State,  tlie  dark  blot 
of  slavery  was  destined  to  be  foi-ever  erased  from  our  escutcheon. 

7.  A  few  days  previous  to  tiie  4th  of  March,  Vice-President 
Tompkins  resigned  his  office  as  Governor,  the  duties  of  which 

Act  for  appointiiu-nt  of  Can;il  Comrnis^ioriL-rs,  and  snrvcy  of  canal.  — 
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were  devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Governor  Tayler.  An  act  v,*.. 
pr-.ssed  providing  for  the  election  of  a  successor  at  the  ensir.:  • 
spring  elections,  at  whicli  term  De  Witt  Clinton,  by  a  iK:.r. 
unanimous  vote,  was  elected  Governor,  and  John  Tayler  Li'  - 
tenant-Governor,  with  a  decided  Republican  majority  in  W^i:. 
branches  of  the  Legislature. 

8.  On  the  10th  of  March  the  Canal  Commissioners  present'  i 
to  the  Legislature  an  elaborate  report  of  their  proceediu::- 
and  on  the  17th  of  April,  after  the  most  strenuous  oppositi  on, 
an  act  was  passed,  prepared  by  Mr.  Clinton,  authorizing  tL'j 
construction  of  the  proposed  canal  from  the  Hudson  to  Lakes 
Champlain  and  Erie,  —  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  miles  in 
length,  with  a  surface  of  forty  feet  in  breadth,  declining  to 
eighteen  at  the  bottom,  with  a  depth  of  four  feet  of  water, 
sufficient  for  the  conveyance  of  vessels  of  one  hundred  tons' 
burden. 

9.  On  the  4th  of  July  succeeding,  this  great  enterprise  was 
commenced  at  Rome,  in  the  presence  of  Governor  Clinton  and 
the  commissioners,  by  James  Richardson,  and  the  first  steps  were 
taken  for  the  construction  of  a  magnificent  public  work,  hitherto 
unequalled  in  importance  and  extent  in  the  civilized  world,  and 
destined  in  the  future  to  exert  an  immense  influence  upon  the 
agricultural,  commercial,  and  mechanical  interests  of  the  entire 
Union. 

10.  On  the  27th  of  Januarv,  1818,  the  Legislature 
1818  " 

again  assembled.    Goveraor  Clinton,  in  his  first  address 

to  that  body,  after  presenting  a  clear  \'iew  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  State,  and  recapitulating  the  progress  made  in 
the  construction  of  the  canal,  submitted  various  recommenda- 
tions for  the  improvement  of  the  civil  and  criminal  laws  of  the 
State.  A  formidable  political  opposition  to  his  administration, 
headed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Colonel  Young,  Roger  Skinner,  Wal- 
ter Bowne,  General  Root,  and  other  leadinir  Republicans,  soon 
developed  itself,  and  gave  origin  to  the  formation  of  two  new 
and  distinctly  marked  parties,  kno\\ni  as  the  Bucktail,  or  Demo- 
cratic, and  the  Clintonian.     John  Van  Ness  Yate.s  was  ap- 

Election  of  Governor  Clinton  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Tayler.  —  Pus- 
sau'e  of  the  act  for  the  construction  of  the  cauai.  ■ —  Comineucement  of  the 
work.  —  New  organization  of  parties. 
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pointed  Secretary  of  State  by  the  Council,  in  place  of  Dr. 
Cooper,  removed. 

11.  On  the  16th  of  March,  Gideon  Hawley,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Common  Schools,  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  his 
fifth  annual  Keport,  from  which  it  appeared  that  there  were  in 
the  State  upwards  of  five  thousand  schools  properly  organized, 
in  which  more  than  tw^o  hundred  thousand  children  were  an- 
nually taught  during  an  average  period  of  from  four  to  six  months. 
The  Lancasterian  system  of  instruction  was  fully  indorsed,  and 
its  advantages  were  pointed  out  at  great  length.  This  system, 
however,  after  a  brief  experiment,  fiiilcd  in  accomplishing  the 
favorable  results  which  were  expected,  and  was  finally  abandoned. 

12.  During  the  session  an  able  report  on  the  subject  of 
domestic  manufactures  was  presented  by  Perez  Randall  of 
Chenango,  chairman  of  the  committee  ou  tliat  subject,  recom- 
mending, in  view  of  the  high  price  of  foreign  fabrics  and  the 
depres:sed  condition  of  the  country  generally,  consequent  on  the 
exhaustion  produced  by  the  war,  the  development  and  cultiva- 
tion of  our  own  industrial  and  mccliajiicai  resources,  and  the 
reliance,  as  far  as  practic<able,  uj>on  domestic  manufacture, 
especially  in  the  article  of  clothing. 

13,  The  results  of  the  spring  elections  were  generally  favora- 
ble to  the  Clintonians,  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  of  the  popular  vote  having  been  secured  in  their 
fiivor.  Most  of  the  p7-ominent  Federali.st'a  of  the  State  were 
timong  the  leading  supporters  of  the  administration  of  Governor 
Clinton,  although  that  party,  as  a  distinctive  pohtical  organiza- 
tion, had  ceased  to  exist. 

14,  The  Ledslature  convened  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1819,  General  Obadiah  German,  of  Chenango,  was  cho- 
sen Speaker  of  the  Asseml)ly,  after  a  violent  political  contest, 
lasting  for  two  days.  Governor  Clinton,  in  his  address,  again 
adverted  to  the  canal  policy  of  the  State,  reminding  the  Legis- 
lature, that,  under  the  act  of  181 7,  the  commissioners  were  only 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  construction  of  canals  betwct'ti 

Re[)ort  of  the  Suj)crintcii(lcnt  of  (  uninujii  S<  h()ol.s.  —  The  J.aiRnsteriaa 
py>teni  of  instructh>n.  —  Ivtport  on  doniostic  munufiictun'S.  —  S[)riii;j:  elec- 
tions.—  Triumph  of  the  Clintonians.  —  Meeting  of  the  Legislature.  —  Ivec- 
omiiicndations  of  the  Governor, 
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the  Mo'hav.-k  and  Seneca  Rivers  und  the  Hudson  and  Lake 
Champlain.  and  strongly  urging  the  opening  of  the  entire  hnc 
from  Lake  Erie  to  the  tide-waters  of  the  Hudson,  and  from  Fort 
Edward  to  the  head  of  sloop  navigation  on  that  river.  These 
views  were  concurred  in  by  the  Legislatiu*e,  and  an  act  was  passed 
for  cjirrying  them  into  eftect.  Henry  Seymour,  of  Oneida,  was 
appointed  Canal  Commissioner  in  place  of  Mr.  Ellicott,  resigned. 

15.  The  appointment  of  Chief-Justice  Thompson  as  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  under  the  United  States  Government  produced 
another  vacancy  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State,  which  Tvas  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Ambrose  Spencer 
as  Chief-Justice,  and  the  appointment  of  John  Woodworth  as 
Associate  Justice.  An  act  was  passed  requiring  the  Comptroller 
to  liquidate  and  settle  the  outstanding  accounts  —  as  between 
Vice-President  Tompkins  and  the  State,  and  also  between  the 
State  and  the  general  government — growing  out  of  the  late  war. 

16.  The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools  exhibited  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  schools 
and  of  children  taught.  On  his  recommendation  the  general 
school  law  was  revised  and  consolidated,  and  its  provisions  were, 
with  necessary  forms  and  instructions,  published  and  distributed 
among  the  several  school  districts  of  the  State. 

17.  The  April  elections  terminated  favorably  to  the  fnends 
of  Governor  Clinton  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  ^Ir. 
Van  Buren  was  soon  afterwards  removed  from  the  office  of  At- 
torney-General, and  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  of  Dutchess,  appointed 
in  his  place.  Daring  the  summer  an  animated  controversy  was 
maintained  between  the  State  Comptroller,  Archirald  McIn- 
TYRi:,  and  Vice-President  Tojipkins,  in  reference  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  latter  under  the  act  passed  by  the 
late  Legislature.  The  deficiency  of  these  accounts  amounted  to 
about  $120,000  out  of  an  expenditure  of  several  millions,  and 
were  chiefly-  explainable  by  the  unmethodical  manner  in  which 
they  were  kept,  and  the  urgency  of  the  crisis  in  which  the  muds 

Amendment  ot"  the  c:mal  l;nv.  —  A]>pointin(:'nt  of  Ilonrv  Scvmoiir 
Commissiouor.  — Judicial    appointments.  —  Settlement   of  \'iee-rresi(lent 
Tompkins's  aeeounts.  —  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Seliools. 
—  Revision  of  the  school  law.  —  liesult  of  the  sprin;:  elections.  —  Attorney- 
Generals. —  Controversy  between  the  Vice-President  and  the  Comptroller. 
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wore  expended.  No  moral  delinquency  was  attributable  to  or 
charged  upon  the  Vice-President.  On  the  2 2d  of  October  the 
first  bout  on  the  Erie  Canal  sailed  from  Rome  to  Utica  with  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  Chancellor  Livingston,  General  Van  Rensselaer, 
and  other  di:<tinguished  citizens  on  board. 

18.  The  Legislature  reassembled  early  in  January,  ^^^^ 
1820.  Ri-Fus  King  was  unanimously  re-elected  United 
States  Senator,  and  joint  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted 
in  opposition  to  tlie  admission  of  Missouri  as  a  State,  with  a  con- 
stitution }vrmitting  the  existence  of  slavery.  Several  ineffectual 
efforts  woiv  made  in  the  two  Houses  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
pending  controvei^sy  between  the  Vice-President  and  the  Comp- 
troller, but  no  dethiitive  result  was  reached. 

19.  An  exciting  political  contest  now  ensued  between  the 
candiilates  of  the  rival  parties  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor at  the  appnwohing  spring  election.  The  Democrats  placed 
m  nomination  Vice-President  Tompkins  for  the  former,  and 
Genend  IVc.njamin  Mooeks,  of  Clinton,  for  the  latter  office. 
Governor  Clintx^n  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Tayler  were  re- 
nominatevi  ly  the  CHntonians,  and,  after  a  spirited  canvass  on 
both  sides,  rt^^leete\i  by  about  fourteen  hundred  majority.  The 
Den^oerat:^  s\u\vtHlc^l.  however,  in  carrying  a  majority  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature. 

20.  The  s\uws.s  of  Governor  Clinton  at  -this  time  was  due  in 
a  very  gn:^:;t  :-.^e?vsure  to  his  popularity  as  the  leading  champion 
of  the  t^uu\I  :uterest.  During  the  progress  of  that  groat  work 
a  decidtvi  rvn-olutiv^n  had  taken  place  in  the  public  mind  as  to 
Its  practiv."aV:V.ty  and  prospective  value,  and  the  agricultural  and 
mercantile  lutercsts  of  the  Sti\te  especially  looked  forward  to  its 
complot:v>t-L  the  highest  expectations  of  success.  To  the 
merely  loci  ::^v-.-,es  of  the  canvass  they  were  comparatively  in- 
diilerent  :  but  r::  this  :ibsorbing  question  they  were  determined 
to  susta:::  t'  e  .^i  \-  ritul  tar-seeing  statesman  who  iiad  ideutitied 
himsel:  ..:  .1  ::  >  -  ,v.r.:r.Utn\tion  with  the  splendid  system  of  in- 
tenial  i:i  yr.  ••• r  ow  in  progress. 

Fir>i  Km:        :^f  Csnal.  —  PrcKveilin-s  of  the  Loirislatiire.  —  Ke- 
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21.  The  Legislature  reassembled  in  November  for  the  np- 
pointment  of  presidential  electors.  Governor  Cli>'TON,  in 
address,  recommended  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  choice  of 
presidential  electors  by  the  people,  and  for  the  calling  of  a  C( in- 
vention for  the  amendment  of  the  State  Constitution.  He  iA^.o 
entered  a  solemn  protest  against  the  interference  of  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  Government  with  the  State  elections. 

22.  After  the  choice  of  presidential  electors,  General  Root, 
of  Delaware  County,  introduced  a  bill  declaring  the  incom- 
patibility of  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this  State  with  its  con- 
stitution and  laws.  No  action  was,  however,  taken  upon  the 
proposition,  although  it  was  ably  supported  by  its  mover.  On 
the  10th  of  November  a  bill  was  introduced  and  passed  accept- 
ing a  release,  on  the  part  of  Vice-President  Tompkins,  of  all 
claims  against  the  State,  and  directing  the  Comptroller,  on  filing 
the  same,  to  balance  all  accounts  between  the  respective  parties. 

23.  The  bill  for  the  call  of  a  Constitutional  Convention  passed 
both  Houses  on  the  18th,  but  was  rejected  by  the  casting  vote 
of  Governor  Clinton  in  the  Council  of  Revision.  After  calling 
upon  the  Governor  fur  proof  of  his  charges  of  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  general  government  with  the  State 
elections,  and  the  interchange  of  a  few  brief  but  spicy  messages 
between  the  Senate  and  Governor,  the  Legislature  adjourned. 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Tompkins  were  re-elected  President  and 
Vice-President  without  serious  opposition. 


Choice  of  presidential  electors.  —  Governor's  message.  —  Proceedin^js  of 
the  I^o^'islature.  —  Settlement  of  the  controversy  between  the  Vice-President 
and  Comptroller.  —  Re-election  of  President  Monroe  and  Vice-President 
Tonipkiai. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Secoxd  Admintstrattox  of  Goterxor  Clinton-.  —  Constitutional 
Convention  of  iS21.  —  Adoption  of  the  New  Constitution. 

1.  On  the  9th  of  January,  1821,  the  Legislature  again 
assembled,  and  on  the  17th  the  Governor  transmitted  a 
special  message,  containing  specific  and  voluminous  proofs  of  his 
allegations  in  reference  to  the  interference  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment in  State  elections.  A  new  and  amended  bill  was  in- 
troduced, and  passed  both  Houses,  providing  for  the  call  of  a 
Constitutional  Convention,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  people 
at  the  ensuing  spring  election.  Martix  Van  Burex  was  elected 
United  States  Senator  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  ofHcial  term  of  Nathan  Sanford  and  "William  C.  Bouck, 
of  Schoharie,  appointed  an  additional  Canal  Commissioner. 

2.  Gideon  Hawlei',  of  Albany,  was  at  this  time  removed  by 
the  Council  of  Appointment  from  the  ofhce  of  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools,  —  a  position  which  he  had  occupied  for  eight 
years  to  the  uiiiversiJ  acceptance  of  all  parties,  and  with  the 
greatest  ability  and  fidelity  to  the  important  interests  confided 
to  his  charge.  His  successor  was  Welcome  Esleeck,  a  young 
lawyer  of  Albany,  so  utterly  incompetent  for  the  position  that 
the  Legislature  abolished  the  ofhce,  devolving  its  duties  upon 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

3.  The  joint  committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  special  message  of  the  Governor,  presented  their  report  on 
the  15th  of  2^Iarch,  commenting  with  ^n-cat  asperity  on  the  lan- 
guage of  the  message,  submitting  counter-evidence  to  its  charLjes, 
and  concluding  by  expressing  the  oj»inion  that  no  extraneous 
influences  had  been  shown  to  exist  in  any  State  election.  The 
Legislature  finally  adjourned  in  the  latter  part  of  March. 

Procecdinirs  of  the  Tx-j^islatiire.  —  CTOvcrnor'.s  sprciul  messa^^o.  —  Bill  for 
Constitutional  Convention.  —  Election  of  Unitid  States  Senator.  —  Ap- 
pointment of  Canal  Commis>i<)n(^r.  —  rn)eee(liiiu's  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment.—  Abolition  of  the  otliee  of  wSiij>enntendent  of  Common  Schixils, 
and  devolvemcnt  of  its  duties  on  the  Secretary  of  State.  —  Report  of  the  joint 
committee  on  the  Governor's  special  mcssiige. 
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4.  The  April  elections  resulted  in  a  decided  Democratic  tri- 
umph in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  majority  of 
nearly  seventy-five  thousand  for  the  proposed  convention  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  On  the  third  Tuesday  of  June 
an  election  was  accordingly , held  throughout  the  State  for  the 
appointment  of  delegates  from  the  several  counties. 

5.  Although  a  large  majority  of  these  delegates  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Democratic  party,  political  distinctions  and  local 
residence  were,  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  set  aside  for  intellect- 
ual ability  and  high  moral  worth.  Mr,  Vax  Buren,  though  a 
resident  of  Columbia,  was  returned  from  Otsego  ;  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent Tompkins,  Chancellor  Kent,  Judges  Spencer,  Van  Ness, 
and  Platt,  Nathan  Sanford,  of  New  York,  John  Duer,  from 
Orange,  Colonel  Young,  of  Saratoga,  General  Root,  of  Delaware, 
Samuel  Nelson,  of  Cortland,  Rufus  King,  Abraham  Van  Vech- 
TEN,  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Albany,  Elisha  Williams, 
of  Columbia,  and  several  others  of  the  most  distinguished  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  were  elected  to  this  body. 

6.  The  convention  assembled  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of 
Albany,  on  the  2Sth  of  August,  presenting  an  array  of  talent, 
political  ability,  public  experience,  and  weight  of  personal  char- 
acter unsurpassed  by  any  similar  body  of  men  heretofore  con- 
vened in  the  Union.  One  hinidred  and  ten  delegates  were 
present  ;  and  after  having  been  called  to  order  by  General  Root, 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  of  Richmond,  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  was,  with  almost  entire  imanimity,  elected  President, 
and  John  F.  Bacon  and  Samuel  L.  Gardner,  Secretaries.  Wil- 
liam L.  Stone,  editor  of  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser ; 
Nathaniel  H.  Carter,  of  the  Statesman  ;  Moses  I.  Cantine,  of  the 
Albany  Argus  ;  Marcus  T.  C.  Gould  and  Levi  H.  Clarke,  stenog- 
raphers,—  were  formally  admitted  within  the  bar  as  reporters. 

7.  The  Convention  remained  in  session  for  two  months  and 
a  half,  during  which  period  the  debates  and  discussions  were  of 
the  highest  interest,  and  conducted  with  the  most  signal  ability. 
The  right  of  suffrage  was  extended  to  every  male  citizen  of  the 

Sprin;r  eloctions.  —  Triunifih  of  the  Doinotnicy.  —  r)ck-;j:atos  to  the  Con- 
Btituiional  Convention.  —  Meeting'  and  or;xanization  of  the  Convention. — 
Proccedinfjs  of  the  Convention.  —  Character  of  the  debates.  —  Extension  of 
the  right  of  suffrage. 
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agr  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  with  no  other  restriction 
than  that  of  residence  and  exemption  from  criminal  conviction, 
and  the  requisition  of  a  freehold  qualification  of  two  liundred 
and  fifty  dollars  in  the  case  of  colored  voters.  The  councils  of 
appointment  and  revision  were  abolished,  the  functions  of  the 
former  being  devolved  upon  the  Governor  and  Senate,  and  of 
the  latter  upon  the  Governor,  who  was  vested  with  the  veto 
power. 

8.  The  judiciary  system  was  remodelled  by  the  substitution 
of  circuit  courts  in  eight  judicial  districts,  into  which  the  State 
was  divided,  in  place  of  the  previous  system  of  trials  of  im- 
portant issues  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
the  reduction  of  the  Suj)reme  Court  to  a  Chief-Justice  and  two 
Assistant  Justices,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Senate,  Ciuui- 
cellor,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  sitting  as  a  Court  ft^r 
the  Correction  of  Errors,  the  several  judges  to  hold  office  until 
the  age  of  sixty  years,  unless  previously  removed  for  cause  ; 
and  the  appointment  of  a  chancellor,  for  tlie  deteiToinatiou, 
subject  to  the  same  right  of  appeal,  of  all  cases  of  equity 
jurisdiction.  The  various  county  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
General  Sessions,  and  J ustices  of  the  Peace  in  the  several  towns, 
were  retained,  the  judges  and  justices  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor  and  Senate. 

9.  The  legislative  department  was  declared  to  consist  of  a 
Senate,  composed  of  thirty-two  members,  distributed  ecpially 
over  eight  Senate  districts,  elected  for  four  years,  one  fourth  uf 
this  numlx}r  going  out  each  year,  presided  over  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, with  a  casting  vote  ;  and  an  Assembly  con- 
sisting of  one  hundred  and  twenty-cigiit  members,  ap})ortioned 
among  the  several  counties  according  to  population,  and  an- 
nually elected.  A  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  were  to 
be  biennially  elected,  and  the  several  State  ofiiccrs,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Adjutant-General,  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of 
the  Senate  and  Asseml)ly  once  in  everv  three  years.  Sheriil's, 
county  clerks,  and  coroners  were  to  be  elected  by  the  peo|)lo 
of  the  several  counties  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

10.  After  adopting  these  various  provisions,  and  also  a  sec- 

Jiulirial  system.  —  Legislative  and  executive  departments.  —  County  iiad 
State  officers, 

14 


210 


SIXTH  PERIOD. 


tioii  requirin,2f  the  call  of  futare  conventions  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  on  the  expiration  of  each  period  of  twenty 
years  thereafter,  and  authorizing  the  Legislature,  in  the  mean 
time,  by  ?i  twu-thirds  vote,  to  submit  any  amendment  deemed 
requisite  to  a  popular  vote  for  its  ratification,  the  Convention 
finally  adjoumed  on  the  10th  of  November;  and  at  a  special 
election,  held  in  the  ensuing  February,  the  new  Constitution 
was  approved  and  adopted  by  a  majority  of  thirty-four  thousand 
votes. 


Provisions  for  future  amendments.  —  Adjournment  of  the  ConTention. 
—  Ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the  people. 


Aqueduct  Bridge  on  the  Erie  Canal  at  Little  Falls. 


SEVENTH  PERIOD. 

FROM  THE  COXSTITUTIOy  OF  1821  TO  TEE  COX^ 
STITUTIOy  OF  1846. 


CHAPTER  I. 

ADMINISTnATIOy  OF  GOVERXOR  YaTES.  —  TlTIRD  AdMTXISTRATIOX  OP 

Governor  Clinton.  —  The  Electoral  Law.  —  People's  Party. 
Removal  of  Governor  Clinton  as  Canal  Commissioner.  —  Ke- 
election  AS  Governor.  —  Visit  of  General  Lafayette.  —  State 
Road.  —  Completion  of  the  Canal.  —  Grand  Celebration. 

1.  The  Lcjrislature  assembled  on  the  2d  of  Jaimarr, 
1822.    Governor  Clinton,  in  his  address,  after  adverting 
to  the  importance  of  protection  to  the  domestic  manufiictures  of 
the  State,  congratulated  the  Leirislatiire  on  the  rapid  pro;rrcss 
of  the  canals,  and  the  prohahility  of  their  early  coniplotion, 
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and  recommended  vririous  modifications  of  the  civil  and  crir:,- 
inal  laws.    The  two  Houses  then  proceeded  to  apportion  th 
members  of  the  Assembly  among  the  respective  counties,  pr- 
Bcribe  the  time  and  manner  of  appointing  State  and  coum  . 
otticers,  aj.id  divide  the-  State  into  thh-ty  congressional  dis- 
tricts. 

2.  The  new  Constitution  having  provided  that  no  lottery 
should  hereafter  be  authorized  in  the  State,  and  directed  thr.t 
the  sale  of  tickets,  except  in  lotteries  already  established  by 
law,  should  be  prohibited,  John  B.  Yates  and  Archibald  Mc- 
lutyre  were  appointed  managers  of  the  existing  State  lottery 
for  the  pro\  ision  of  funds  for  the  several  colleges  and  academies 
theretofore  authorized  by  various  legislative  acts.  This  trust 
was  fiiithfully  executed  by  these  gentlemen,  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  endowment ;  and  at  its  termination,  within  a 
short  time  afterwards,  this  objectionable  system  of  supporting 
the  literaiy  institutions  of  the  State,  was  abandoned. 

3.  The  time  for  holding  the  general  State  elections  having 
been  changed  by  the  new  Constitution  from  April  to  the  first 
wc'Ck  in  November,  .Iosefh  C.  Yati:s„  of  Schenectady,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  late  Supreme  Court,  was  elected  Governor,  and  Gen- 
eral EuASTUs  Root,  of  Delaware,  Lieutenant-Governor,  with  no 
other  opposition  than  that  of  Solomon  Soutiiwick,  a  self-nomi- 
imted  candidate  for  Governor,  who  received  a  few  scattering 
votes  in  ditlerent  sections  of  the  State.  Both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  were  overwhelmingly  Democratic. 

I8''3  ^'  '^^^'^  hody  met  and  organized  on  the  7th  of  January 
of  the  ensuing  year.  Governor  Yates  transmitted  a  brief 
message  to  the  two  Houses,  recommending  the  early  passage  of 
the  various  laws  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  new  Constitution,  and  suggesting  improvements  in  the 
penitentiarv'  system  of  the  State,  and  a  general  revision  of  the 
statute  laws.  The  new  Supreme  Court  was  organized  by  the 
appoiutment  of  John  Savage  of  Washington  as  Chief-Justice, 
and  Jacod  Sutherland  of  Schoharie,  and  John  Wooj.)Wofitii 
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of  Albany,  Justices.  Nathan  Sanford,  of  New  York,  was 
appointed  Chancellor,  with  circuit  judges  in  the  several  judicial 
districts. 

5.  On  the  13th  of  February  the  Legislature,  by  joint  ballot, 
made  choice  of  Johx  Van  Ness  Yates,  of  Albany,  as  Secretary 
of  State  and  ex-ojficio  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools; 
William  L.  Marcy,  of  Rensselaer,  Comptroller  :  Samuel  A. 
Talcott,  of  Oneida,  Attoraey-General ;  and  Simeon  De  Witt,  of 
Albany,  Surveyor-General. 

6.  At  the  fall  elections  the  Democratic  organization  through- 
out the  State  was  divided  upon  the  question  of  the  choice  of 
presidential  electors  by  the  people ;  and  a  new  party  sprang 
up,  known  as  the  "  People's  Party,"  which  received  a  consider- 
able accession  of  strength  at  the  polls,  and  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing several  of  the  largest  and  most  Democratic  counties  in  the 
State. 

7.  On  the  6th  of  January,  1824,  the  Legislature  again  ^^^^ 
convened,  and  Governor  Yates,  in  his  message,  repeated  his 
recommendation  for  a  general  revision  of  the  statutes  of  the 
State,  urged  the  importance  of  encouraging  domestic  nianu- 
foctures  by  an  increase  of  duties  on  foreign  importations,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  subject  of  such  a 
change  in  the  electoral  law  as  would  give  to  the  people  the 
choice  of  presidential  electors.  A  bill  was  accordingly  ititro- 
duced  at  an  early  period  in  the  Assembly,  in  accordance  with 
these  views,  but  requiring  that  the  persons  so  elected  should 
have  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  ;  and  in  this 
shape  it  passed  the  House  by  nearly  a  imanimous  vote.  In 
the  Senate,  however,  it  was  indefinitely  postponed  by  a  vote  of 
seventeen  to  fourteen. 

8.  On  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  a  short  time  previous 
to  its  final  adjouniment,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bowman, 
of  Monroe,  passed  a  resolution  for  the  removal  of  De  Witt 
Clinton  from  the  office  of  Caual  Commissioner,  which  was  im- 
mediately concurred  in  by  the  House  by  a  large  majority. 

Election  of  State  oHioors.  —  Fall  eiertions. — The  "People's  Party." 
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This  iiiijastifiaV-lc  procedure  created  an  intense  feeling  of 
popuiar  iiulijTnation  tliroughoat  the  State,  andj  in  conjunction 
with  the  rejection  of  the  electoral  law,  gave  a  powerful  ini- 
petu.?  to  the  r^eoplc's  party.  Large  and  enthusiastic  public 
meetings  were  aeld  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  St^ite,  denoun- 
cing the  action  of  the  Legislature,  and  warndy  approving  tho 
high  public  services  and  character  of  Governor  Clinton. 

9.  On  the  second  day  of  June,  Governor  Yates  issued  a  proc- 
lamation convening  an  extra  session  of  tiie  I>?gislature  on  the 
2d  of  August  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  subject  of  the 
electoral  law.  A  full  attendance  of  the  members  of  both  Houses 
was  obtained  ;  and,  after  listening  to  the  Governors  message,  re- 
citing his  reasons  f(;r  the  call,  Mr,  FlugL'^,  of  Clinton,  ofllrcd  a 
resolution  for  an  immediate  adjournment,  on  the  ground  tli.at 
no  necessity  for  special  legislation  at  this  time  existed.  The 
House,  after  adopting  a  resolution  in  favor  of  tlie  passage  of  the 
electoral  law,  co?»cuiTed  in  Mr.  Flagg's  motion,  and,  with  the 
assent  of  the  Senate  on  tho  Gth,  an  adjoununent  to  the  hrst 
^londay  in  November  was  carried. 

10.  At  the  Ncverubcr  election,  Di:  Witt  Clixton,  previously 
nominated  by  a  State  (Jonvention  at  Utica,  was  re-elected 
Governor,  over  Samuel  Young,  by  a  majority  of  nearly  seventeen 
thousand  votes;  and  (icmeral  Jami;.s  Tai.lmadgp:,  of  Dutchess, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  over  General  floot,  by  a  majority  of  up- 
wards of  thirty-two  thousand,  he  haviivg  received  tho  undivided 
support  of  l)oth  the  Democratic  anrl  People's  y»art,y.  Tlie  latter 
I»arty  secured  a  majority  of  three  fourths  of  the  Asseml)ly,  and 
elected  six  of  the  eight  senators.  Mr.  pK^wman,  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  for  (Governor  Clinton's  removal  as  Canal  Commi.ssioner, 
•«*as  dofeated  l»y  an  overwhelming  majority  in  the  seventh  district 
by  .Mr.  J*jhn  C.  Spencer. 

11.  On  tlie  2d  of  November  the  two  Houses  assembled  for 
the  choice  of  presidenti.al  electors.  At  this  perio<l  five  promi- 
nent candidates  for  the  Presidency  were  in  tho  field,  and  public 
opinion  throughout  the  Union  was  divided  on  their  respective 
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claims  to  support.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  was 
the  Democratic  candidate,  placed  in  nomination  by  the  con- 
gressional caucus.  John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States,  was  the  candidate  of  the 
national  administration.  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  late 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  of  Tennessee ;  and  John  C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Secretary  of  War,  —  were  respectively  nominated  by  their 
personal  and  political  friends  and  admirers  in  different  sections 
of  the  Union.  Mr.  Calhoun's  name  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn, and  he  became  a  candidate  for  Vice-President.  On  joint 
ballot  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  thirty -two  electors  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Adams  and  four  in  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford  were  chosen. 

12.  On  the  loth  of  August  of  this  year,  the  illustrious  La- 
fayette, the  companion-in-arms  of  Washington  during  the 
Revolutionary  struggle,  arrived  on  our  shores,  in  the  ship  Cad- 
mus, by  invitation  of  the  United  States  Government,  on  a  visit 
to  the  country  of  his  adoption,  after  an  absence  of  forty  years 
and  a  brilliant  but  diversified  career.  He  landed  at  Stateii 
Island,  and  remained  as  the  guest  of  Vice-President  Tompkins 
until  the  next  day,  when  he  was  escorted  to  the  city  of  New 
York  by  a  large  naval  fleet.  Landing  at  Castle  Garden  on  the 
Battery,  amid  the  ringing  of  bells,  the  salutes  of  artillery,  and 
the  shouts  of  the  multitude,  he  was  welcomed  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, conducted  to  the  City  Hall,  and  became  the  guest  of  the 
city  for  several  days,  visiting  the  public  institutions  and  holding 
crowded  levees  of  the  citizens. 

13.  From  Xew  York  he  made  a  tour  through  the  principal 
cities  and  villages  of  the  Union,  everywhere  receiving  maauili- 
cent  ovations  from  a  gi'ateful  people,  welcomed  by  the  President 
and  Congress,  by  governors  and  State  legislatures,  and  civic 
municipalities,  and  attended  by  vast  crowds  of  citizens,  until 
September  of  the  ensuing  year,  when  he  took  his  final  departure 
from  New  York,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  brilliant  ovation  at  Castle 
Garden,  with  the  blessings  of  millioJis  indebted  to  him,  in  great 
part,  for  the  rich  inheritance  of  freedom  bequeathed  to  them  by 
the  Revolution. 
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14.  The  new  Lemslature  convened  on  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary,  1825,  and  Governor  Clinton,  m  his  message,  recom- 
mended the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  choice  of  presidential 
electors  by  the  people  by  a  plurality  of  votes  on  a  general 
ticket,  and  the  creation  of  a  board  of  internal  improvements, 
for  the  completion  and  extension  of  the  canal  system  and  the 
construction  of  a  State  road  from  the  Hudson  River  to  Lake 
Erie,  through  the  southern  tier  of  counties.  No  choice  of  Presi- 
dent having  been  made  by  the  electoral  colleges,  General  Jack- 
son, Mr,  Adams,  and  Mr.  Crawford,  the  three  candidates  who 
received  the  highest  vote,  were  balloted  for  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  was  duly  elected 
President ;  and  John  C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  having  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  electoral  votes,  was  declared  elected  Vice- 
President. 

15.  In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor, 
and  the  memorial  of  a  convention  of  prominent  citizens  of  the 
southern  and  western  portions  of  the  State,  the  Legislature  at 
this  session  passed  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  three  commis- 
sioners to  explore  and  cause  to  be  surveyed  a  route  for  a  State 
road  from  the  Hudson  River  to  Lake  P>ie,  through  the  southeni 
tier  of  counties.  Nathaniel  Pitcher  of  Washington,  and  Ja- 
BEz  D.  Hammond  and  George  Morell  of  Otsego,  were  appointed 
Conmiissioners  nnder  this  act. 

16.  One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  President  Adams,  after  his  in- 
auguration on  the  4th  of  March,  was  to  offer  Governor  Clinton 
the  post  of  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain.  This 
oiTer  was,  however,  respectfully  declined,  and  Rufus  King  ap- 
pointed to  that  station.  During  the  summer,  Governor  Clinton 
visited  Philadelphia,  where  he  met  with  a  cordial  and  most  grat- 
ifying reception  ;  and  soon  afterwards,  in  company  with  Judge 
Alfred  Conkling,  of  Cayuga,  and  several  other  distinguished 


Mcciins:  of  the  Lcjrislnture.  —  Governor's  message.  —  Election  bv  the 
IIoiHC  of  Representatives  of  .lolin  Quincy  Adams  as  President,  and  of 
John  C.  Callionn  as  Vico-PresidtMit,  hy  the  electors.  —  Appointment  of  com- 
missioners for  survey  of  State  road  throiiuh  the  southern  tier  of  counties. 
—  Appointment  of  Minister  to  En^^iand.  —  Tour  of  Governor  Clinton 
throuj^di  Penn.sjlvania,  (Jhiu,  and  Kentucky. 


TEE  CONSTITUTION  OF  1821. 


217 


gentlemen,  visited  Ohio  and  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  public  works  in  progress  in  those  States.  He  was 
every  where  received  oh  his  route  with  the  highest  demonstra- 
tions of  respect. 

17.  The  Erie  A^•D  Champlain  Canal  having,  after  eight  years' 
incessant  labor,  been  completed,  a  grand  and  imposing  celebra- 
tion of  the  great  event  took  place  at  the  city  of  New  York  in 
the  fill  of  this  year.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  October 
the  first  flotilla  of  canal-boats  left  Buffalo,  on  Lake  Erie,  for 
New  York,  where  intelligence  of  its  departure  was,  in  an  hour 
and  twenty  minutes  thereafter,  received  by  the  discharge  of 
cannon  posted  at  intervals  on  the  entire  route,  and  again  com- 
municated to  Buffiilo  by  the  same  signals. 

18.  On  the  arrival  of  the  licet  at  Albany,  with  the  Governor, 
Canal  Commissioners,  State  officers,  and  distinguished  citizens 
from  every  part  of  the  State,  they  were  received  by  a  vast 
crowd  and,  amid  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude,  the  roar  of 
artillery,  and,  the  ringing  of  the  bells  of  the  city,  escorted  to 
the  Capitol,  where  they  were  cordially  welcomed  by  Philip 
Hone,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Now  York,  in  behalf  of  its  citizens. 

19.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  November, 
the  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Chancellor  Livingston,  —  in  which  were 
Governor  Clinton  and  his  party,  —  the  Seneca  Chief,  the  Young 
Lion  of  the  West,  and  a  long  line  of  canal  packets,  arrived  at 
New  York,  where  they  were  met  by  the, steamship  Washington, 
with  a  deputation  from  the  Common  Council,  and  conducted 
around  the  Battery  and  up  the  East  River  to  the  Navy- Yard 
opposite  Brooklyn.  Here,  amid  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the 
continued  discharge  of  cannon,  they  were  met  by  a  grand  naval 
procession,  consisting  of  nearly  all  the  vessels  in  the  harbor, 
gayly  festooned  with  the  flags  of  all  nations,  and  escorted  to  the 
schooner  Dolphin,  moored  at  Sandy  Hook. 

20.  Arrived  at  their  destination,  the  Governor,  the  State  and 
city  officers,  and  distinguished  guests,  entered  the  Dolphin  ;  and, 
the  convoy  of  vessels  having  formed  an  immense  circle  around 
the  schooner,  Govern<H-  Cr.iNTox  poured  a  keg  of  fresh  water 
from  Lake  Erie  into  the  waves,  thus  signalizing  the  marriage  of 
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the  inland  seas  with  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitch- 
ell then  made  an  oblation  into  the  same  element  of  the  waters 
of  the  Ganges,  the  Indus,  the  Gambia,  the  Nile,  the  Thames, 
the  Seine,  the  Ilhine,  the  Danube,  the  Mississippi,  Columbia, 
Orinoco,  La  Plata,  and  the  Amazon,  gathered  by  him  from  every 
quarter  of  the  civilized  world,  in  token  of  that  commercial 
reciprocity  prefigured  by  this  great  and  successful  eiiterprise. 

21.  On  their  return  to  the  city,  they  were  met  at  the  Battery 
by  an  immense  procession  of  four  and  a  half  miles  in  length, 
numbering  nearly  seven  thousand  persons,  which  paraded  the 
principal  streets  with  banners  and  music  until  a  late  hour,  when 
the  city  was  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  the  festivities  were 
closed  with  a  magnificent  display  of  fireworks.  Thus  termi- 
nated, without  an  accident  to  mar  its  success,  the  most  gorgeous 
and  splendid  celebration  ever  witnessed  in  the  city. 

22.  The  November  elections  terminated  adversely  to  the 
friends  of  Governor  Clinton,  by  a  small  majority  in  the  Assembly, 
although  a  majority  in  the  Senate  still  consisted  of  supporters 
of  his  administration.  The  People's  party  were  virtually  dis- 
banded, and  the  lines  appeared  to  have  been  again  drawn 
between  the  Clintonians  and  the  Democracy. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Third  Admin-istration  of  Goverxor  Clixtox.  —  Common  Schools. 
—  Ar.DLCTiox  OF  Morgan.  —  Anti-Masokic  Excitement.  —  Po- 
litical Orgaxizations.  —  Proscription  of  Masons. 

1.  The  Legislature  again  met  on  the  third  day  of  January, 
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preparation  of  teachers,  and  repeated  his  recommendation  for 
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the  construction  of  a  State  road  through  the  southern  tier  of 
counties.  Nathan  Sanford  was  elected  United  States  Senator 
in  the  place  of  Rufus  King,  and  Samuel  Jonea  appointed  Chan- 
cellor in  place  of  Mr.  Sanford.  Azariah  C,  Flagg,  of  Clinton, 
was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  and  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools. 

2.  On  the  4th  of  February,  Mr.  John  C.  Spencer,  from 
the  Literature  Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  Governor  s  message  relating  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Common-School  System,  submitted  an  able  report, 
suggesting  the  expediency  of  a  plan  of  county  supervision,  con- 
curring with  the  lecommendations  of  the  Governor  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  institutions  for  the  training  of  teachers,  and  directing 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  propriety  of  employing 
the  various  academics  of  the  State  for  that  purpose,  and  ap- 
propriating a  specihc  portion  of  the  public  funds  to  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty. 

3.  Resolutions  recommending  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, extending  the  right  of  sulfrage  and  providing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the  people,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Governor,  were  introduced  during 
this  session  and  passed  both  Houses.  The  bill  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  State  road  through  the  southern  counties,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  report  of  the  conmiissioners  appointed  for  its  ex- 
ploration and  survey,  was  defeated  by  a  close  vote  in  the  As- 
sembly. 

4.  During  the  summer  of  this  year,  AYilliam  Morgan,  a 
Royal  Arch  Freemason,  and  a  printer  of  Batavia,  Genesee  Co., 
had  determined  on  publishing  a  pamphlet  purporting  to  reveal 
the  secrets  of  Masonry.  Ilis  intentions  having  become  known 
to  the  society,  on  the  11th  of  Sc[)tcmber,  a  Mr.  Cheescbrough, 
Master  of  a  Masonic  lodge  at  Canandaigua,  procured  a  warrant 
at  Batavia  for  his  arrest  for  some  petty  theft,  and  conveyed  him 
to  Canandaigua,  where  he  was  discharged  for  want  of  proof  of 
the  alletjred  oftence.    He  was  tlien  immediatelv  rearrested  for  a 

Election  of  United  States  Senator,  ami  appointniont  of  Chancellor  and 
Secretary  of  State.  —  Report  of  John  C.  Spencer  on  the  Coinnion-Sehool 
System.  —  Roolutions  for  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  —  Defeat  of  tho 
State  Road  Bill. 


220 


SEVENTH  PERIOD. 


debt  of  two  dollars  to  one  Ashley,  which  had  been  assigned  t  » 
Cheesebrough,  judgment  rendered,  and  execut/on  instantly  swor^i 
out  by  the  latter,  and  Morgan  committed  to  close  confinement  in 
the  Canandaigua  jail. 

5.  On  the  night  of  the  12th  he  was  clandestinely  taken  from 
the  jail  by  a  number  of  members  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
thrown  into  a  covered  carriage,  gagged,  and  conveyed,  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th,  to  the  Canada  side  of  the  Niagara  River, 
thence  returned  to  the  American  shore,  and  confined  in  the  mni,'- 
azine  of  Fort  Niagara,  where  he  remained  until  the  29th,  in 
charge  of  Colonel  King  of  Niagara,  and  one  Elisha  Adams, 
when  he  disappeared,  and  was  never  afterwards  seen,  or  his  fate 
discovered.  A  thorough  investigation  of  the  circumstances  was 
immediately  commenced,  the  results  of  which  will  hereafter  be 
presented. 

6.  At  the  November  election,  Governor  Clinton  was  re-elected 
by  a  majority  of  between  three  and  four  thousand  votes,  and 
General  Nathaniel  Pitcuer.  of  Washington  County,  elected 
Lieutenant-Governor  by  about  a  similar  vote,  owing,  in  the 
case  of  the  latter,  to  the  popular  excitement  growing  out  of  the 
State-road  controversy  in  the  southern  counties.  The  Demo- 
crats carried  a  large  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

7.  On  the  assemljling  of  the  Legislature  in  the  ensuini: 

1827  o  o 

year,  Governor  Clinton,  in  his  message,  after  congratulat- 
ing that  body  on  the  adoption  by  tlie  people,  at  the  late  elec- 
tion, of  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  rcmovinir 
all  restrictions,  except  citizenship  and  residence,  from  the  right 
of  voting,  and  providing  for  the  election  by  the  people  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  several  towns,  renewed  his  recom- 
mendation for  the  construction  of  a  State  road  from  the  Hud- 
son Kiver  to  Lake  Erie. 

8.  After  stating  that  the  balance  due  from  the  State  for  the 
construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals  was  about  eiglit 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  annual  income  of  those  works,  in 
conjunction  with  the  public  funds  set  apart  for  their  sTipport, 
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more  than  one  miiiion,  he  urged  the  payment  of  the  debt  still 
due  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  and  the  investment  of 
the  surplus  funds  of  the  State  in  other  similar  and  auxiliary 
enterprises. 

9.  The  numbex  of  common  schools  in  the  State  was  esti- 
mated at  ei^ht  thousand,. with  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
pupils,  taught  at  an  annual  expenditure  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  Governor,  in  connection  with  this  topic, 
recommended  the  elevation  and  extension  of  the  system  by  the 
establishment  of  institutions  for  the  preparation  of  teachers, 
periodical  examinations,  and  small  libraries  to  be  attached  to 
the  several  schoojs. 

10.  The  bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  a  State  road 
through  the  Sv)utbcrn  tier  of  counties,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  commissioners,  was  again  defeated  in  the 
Legislature,  as  was  also  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  canal 
from  the  Mohawk  River  at  Utica  to  the  Susquehanna  at 
Binghamton,  through  the  valley  of  the  Chenango.  The  income 
from  the  Literature  Fund  of  the  State,  increased  by  the  transfer 
of  other  available  funds,  wns  directed  to  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  academies  and  colleires  according  to  the  number  of 
pupils  pursuing  the  classical  and  higher  English  branches  of  study. 

11.  On  the  17th  of  Aj)ril  the  Legislature  adjourned  to  the 
second  Tuesday  of  September,  with  a  view  to  the  contemplated 
revision  of  the  law,  in  pursuance  of  the'  report  of  the  revisers, 
Messrs.  John  Duer,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  and  John  C.  Spencer, 
the  latter  gentleman  having  been  appointed  in  place  of  Mr. 
Henr}'  Wheaton,  of  New  York,  who  had  succeeded  General  Fioot, 
originally  nominated.  The  two  Houses  accordingly  assembled 
on  the  designated  day,  and  remained  in  session  nearly  threo 
months,  exclusively  occupied  in  the  special  business  for  which 
they  were  convened. 

12.  The  November  elections  resulted  in  the  complete  triumph 
of  the  Democratic  friends  of  General  Jackson,  who  had  now- 
entered  the  lists  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  On  the  IGth 
of  November,  Thomvs  Addis  Emmett,  the  eminent  New  York 
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advocate,  suddenly  expired  while  engaged  in  the  trial  of  an 
important  cause.  Suitable  public  honors  were  paid  to  his 
memory  throughout  the  State. 

13.  The  excitement  during  the  whole  of  the  present  year  in 
the  western  counties  of  the  State,  on  the  subject  of  the  ab- 
duction and  probable  murder  of  William  Morgan,  increased  in 
intensity,  and  began  rapidty  to  assume  a  prominent  political  as 
well  as  social  importance.  Immediately  after  the  occurrence  of 
the  event,  public  meeting-s  were  convened  at  Batavia  and  other 
western  cities  and  towns,  and  committees  of  prominent  citizens 
appointed,  who  entered  upon  a  thorough  and  searching  investi- 
gation of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it.  Ample 
proofs  were  obtained  of  a  daring  and  extensive  conspiracy 
among  members  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  the  commission 
of  a  gi'eat  crime,  but  beyond  the  facts  of  the  abduction  and 
subsequent  unlawful  imprisonment  of  Morgan,  no  clew  to  his 
fate  was  found. 

14.  Niunerous  arrests  of  parties  implicated  as  principals  and 
agents  of  the  conspiracy  were  made  ;  and,  upon  their  own  ad- 
mission of  guilt,  several  of  the  leading  perpetrators  were  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  a  long  imprisonment.  Bruce,  the 
Sheriff  of  Niagara  County,  was  promptly  removed  by  the 
Governor  ;  but,  in  the  utter  al)sence  of  proof  of  the  death  of 
their  unfortunate  victim,  no  severer  penalties  could  be  inflicted. 
Public  sentiment  ran  violently  against  the  ^lasonic  institution, 
whose  oaths  and  obligations,  it  was  supposed,  countenanced  and 
encouraged  the  crime  ;  and  its  innocent  as  well  as  guilty 
members  were  denounced  as  justifying  and  conniving  at,  if 
not  openly  participating  in,  its  commission. 

15.  At  the  annual  town  meetings  in  the  spring,  decided  in- 
dications were  manifested  of  a  disposition  to  carry  the  con- 
troversy into  the  elections,  and  through  the  agency  of  the 
ballot-l)ox  to  give  expression  to  the  popular  indignation  against 
the  memV)ers  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  all  those  who  en- 
deavored to  institute  a  discriniinatii^n  between  those  of  their 
numlxir  wlio  were  actually  concerned  in,  or  openly  justified,  the 
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abduction  and  sabseqiient  iniprisonment,  and  those  who  de- 
noimced  and  rcpadiuted  these  violent  proceedings. 

lo.  Au  Anti-]\[ar.onic  party  was  soon  organized  in  all  the 
principal  towns  and  cities  of  the  West,  whose  principal  object 
was  the  exclusion  from  all  official  trusts  of  the  adherents  and 
supporters  of  ^Masonry  ;  and  at  the  fall  elections  a  majority 
was  obtained  in  several  counties  on  this,  without  regard  to  any 
other  political  issue.  All  Masons,  without  distinction  of  party, 
were  systematically  proscribed,  and  the  great  mass  of  the  elec- 
tors in  this  section  of  the  State  speedily  ranged  themselves  on 
one  side  or  the  other  of  the  new  organization. 


CHAPTER  III. 
Death  akd  CtiARACXER  of  Goveiinor  Clixtox.  —  Administratiox  op 
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Public  Frosecutor. —  Chenango  and  Ciikmung  Canals.  —  Elec- 
tion: OF  Martik  Vax  Buren  as  Goveunor.  —  Safety-Fcnd  Banks. 
—  Resignation  of  Governor  Van  Blken.  —  Succession  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor TiiKooF.  —  Death  OF  Governor  Jay. 

1.  On  the  1st  of  Januarv,  1828,  the  Lcj^islature  a<?ain  ^ 

'  ^  1S28. 

convened.  Governor  Clinton,  in  his  annual  message,  re- 
newed his  recommendation  for  the  prosecution  of  the  system  of 
internal  improvements  by  the  constniction  of  the  State  road 
and  the  Chenango  and  other  lateral  canals  in  ditTerent  sections 
of  the  State,  adverted  to  its  prominent  agricultural  interests, 
and  again  urged  suitable  legislation  for  the  improvement  of  the 
common  schools  and  the  pre])aration  of  qualified  teachers, 
through  the  agency  of  seminaries  to  be  established  for  tliat 
special  purpose. 

2.  In  the  midst  of  the  session  the  melancholy  intelligence 
was  received  of  the  sudden  deutli  of  Governor  Clinton,  wiiile 
sitting  in  his  chair  and  conversing  with  two  of  lus  sons,  at  his 
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residence,  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  February.  The  shf».  k 
produced  by  this  unexpected  and  painful  event  was  deeply  an.i 
universally  felt  throughout  the  State  and  nation.  In  tlit- 
Legislature,  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  State,  and  at 
the  national  Capital,  the  most  imposing  demonstroiions  of  sorrow 
and  grief  were  evinced,  without  distinction  of  party.  All  men 
felt  tliat  a  great  statesman  and  a  good  man  had  departed  fnun 
the  scene  of  his  usefulness,  in  the  maturity  of  his  powers  and 
the  fulness  of  his  fame. 

3.  For  more  than  thirty  years  Governor  Clinton  had  occu- 
pied a  prominent  and  commanding  position  as  a  public  officer. 
As  private  secretary  to  his  uncle,  George  Clinton,  as  ]\Iayor  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  as  United  States  and  State  Senator, 
Canal  Commissioner,  and  Governor,  he  had  left  the  impress  of 
his  intellectual  ability  and  moral  greatness  on  all  the  leading 
interests  of  the  State  and  nation.  The  Erie  Canal  was  the 
crowning  triumph  of  his  active  and  energetic  career ;  but  the 
cause  of  common-school  education,  the  agricultural,  manufactur- 
ing, and  commercial  interests  of  the  State,  and  its  political  su- 
premacy as  the  most  important  member  of  the  Union,  were  all 
identified  with  his  long  administration  of  its  affiiirs. 

4.  His  ambition  was  not  of  that  vulgar  order  which  seeks 
only  success  and  the  possession  of  station  and  power,  and 
shrinks  from  encountering  popular  oljloquy,  discouraging:  cir- 
cumstances, and  imbittered  persecution,  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
right.  No  man  saw  clearer  the  path  of  public  duty,  or  more 
fully  appreciated  the  means  and  ends  of  the  great  enterprises 
which  presented  themselves  to  his  comprehensive  mind.  No 
op{>^)sition  deteiTcd  him,  no  sacrifices  or  labors  were  deemed  too 
great,  no  political  or  ]jersonal  hostility  for  a  moment  swayed 
him  from  his  onward  course,  and  no  disappointments  or  dis- 
cour.igements  influenced  his  steady  and  stately  progress.  In 
all  the  long  and  varied  annals  of  the  Empire  State,  no  greater 
or  more  illustrious  name  than  that  of  De  Witt  Clinton  has  yet 
been  foiind. 

5.  On  the  death  of  Governor  Clinton,  Lieutenant-Governor 
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ment  for  the  remainder  cf  the  term.  In  his  first  message  to 
the  Legislature  be  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  special 
Public  Prosecutor  fur  the  detection  and  punishment  of  the  per- 
petrators of  the  outrage  ou  WiUiam  Morgan.  Daniel  Mosely, 
of  Onondaga,  was  o,ccordingiy  appointed  for  this  purpose,  and 
entered  at  once  upon  the  active  discharge  of  its  duties.  The 
bills  for  the  construction  of  the  Chenango  and  Chemung  Canals, 
after  passing  the  Assembly,  were  again  defeated  in  the  Senate. 

6.  An  act  was  passed  for  the  organization,  in  the  city  of 
Xew  York,  of  a  Superior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  trial 
of  civil  actions,  Chancellor  Jones  being  appointed  Chief-Justice, 
and  JosiAH  Ogden  Hoffman  and  Tuomas  J.  Oakley  Associate 
Justices. 

7.  The  political  contest  for  State  offices  and  the  Presidency 
was  now  actively  commenced  between  the  friends  of  the  two 
rival  candidates, — John  Quincy  Adams  and  Andreav  Jackson. 
A  third  element  had  also  taken  the  field  in  the  interest  of  the 
Anti-Masonic  organization,  which  had  already  assumed  a  promi- 
nent impoiiance  in  tlie  State.  The  candidates  of  the  Ailams 
party  were,  for  Governor  of  New  York,  Smith  Thompson,  Associ- 
ate Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
Francis  Granger,  of  Ontario,  for  Lieutenant-Governor  ;  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren,  of  Columbia,  United  States  Senator,  and  Kxos 
T.  Throop,  of  Cayuga,  one  of  the  circuit  judges,  were  the  Jack- 
son candidates,  and  Solomon  Southwick,  of  Albany,  and  John 
Crary,  of  Washington,  the  Anti-Masonic  candidates  for  those  oth- 
ces  respectively. 

8.  After  an  excited  and  animated  contest,  Martin  Van  Buren 
WAS  elected  Governor  and  Enos  T.  Throop  Lieutenant-Governor 
at  the  November  elections,  by  a  plunility  of  about  thirty  thou- 
sand votes  over  Thompson  and  Granger,  tlie  Anti-Masonic  can- 
didates receiving  upwards  of  thirty-three  thousand  votes.  The 
Legislature  was  about  equally  divided  between  the  friends  of 
Adams  and  Jackson  respectively,  with  a  liberal  infusion  of  the 
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Anti-Masonic  element.    Twenty  electors  in  favor  of  Gen.  r 
Jackson  and  sixteen  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams  were  chosen.    fJ.  - 
eral  Andrew  Jackson,  of  Tennessee,  was  elected  President,  a:. 
John  C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  Vice-President,  by  an  i::. 
mense  majority  in  the  electoral  colleges  over  Mr.  Adams  aii  i 
PtiCHARD  Rush, 'of  Pennsylvania. 

9.  During  the  year  many  secessions  from  the  Masonic  fr:: 
temity  occurred,  and  numerous  revelations  of  its  mysteries  w.  i 
made,  strengthening  the  force  and  augmenting  the  numbers  k>\ 
the  opponents  of  the  institution.  Its  complete  overthrow  wa- 
now  aimed  at,  and  conventions  for  the  organization  of  a  plan  (^f 
operations  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  w^ere  held  ai 
Lewiston,  Le  Roy,  Utica,  and  other  places.  At  the  geneml 
elections  in  1827  and  1828,  several  of  the  western  comitits 
were  carried  by  overwhelming  majorities,  and  the  public  excite- 
ment continued  to  increase. 

10.  On  the  meetinor  of  the  Legislature  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  ensuing  year,  Governor  Van  Buren, 
in  his  message,  recommended  the  application  of  the  surplus  funds 
of  the  State  and  a  judicious  use  of  its  credit  to  the  extension 
of  the  system  of  internal  improvements,  the  establishment  of  a 
safety-fund  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  notes  of  the 
several  banks  of  the  State,  the  choice  of  presidential  electors 
by  general  ticket,  and  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  general 
education. 

11.  The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  safety-fund  bankin-jr 
system,  in  accordance  with  the  Governor's  recommendation  and 
a  plan  submitted  by  Joshua  Forman,  of  Onondaga,  became  a 
law,  and  thirty-one  banks,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  were  rechartered  mider  its  provisions.  Charles  PI 
Dudley,  of  Albany,  was  appointed  United  States  Senator  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  election  of  Governor  Van  Buren  ; 
Greene  C.  Bronson,  of  Oneida,  was  appointed  Attorney-General  ; 
Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  of  St.  Lawrence,  Comptroller,  and  John  C. 
Spencer,  of  Ontario,  Pui)lic  Prosecutor  of  the  Morgan  outrage, 
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in  place  of  Judge  Mosely.  Presidential  electors  were  directed 
hereafter  to  be  chosen  by  general  ticket,  instead  of  by  districts, 
as  heretofore, 

12.  Governor  Tan'  Burex^  having  immediately,  on  the  inau- 
guration of  Presidert  Jackson,  received  the  appointment  of 
iSecretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the  12th  of  March 
tendered  his  resignation  as  Governor ;  the  duties  of  which  office 
now  devolved  on  Lieutenant-Governor  Tiiroop,  The  bill  for  the 
construction  of  the  Chenango  Canal  was  passed  in  a  modified 
form,  subject  to  a  resurvey  of  the  route  by  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners, and  their  report  to  the  next  Legislature  that  the 
cost  of  the  work  would  not  exceed  $1,000,000,  and  that  within 
ten  years  therci^fter  its  receipts  would  annually  exceed  its  ex- 
penditures. The  Chemuno  Canal  Bill  also  became  a  law. 
The  Legislature  adjourned  on  the  5th  of  May. 

13.  On  the  17th  of  May  the  venerable  John  Jay  expired  at 
his  residence  in  Vrestchester  County,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Having  successively  filled  the  offices  of 
Chief-Justice  of  Nev.'  York  and  of  tlie  United  States,  Minister 
to  Eughuid,  and  Governor  of  tlie  State,  he  had  achieved  a  hiLdi 
reputiition  as  a  statesman,  diplomatist,  and  jurist,  and  appropri- 
ate marks  of  respect  were  paid  to  his  memory  by  the  various 
judicial  and  civil  tribunals  of  the  State. 

14.  The  Xoveraber  elections  resulted  in  a  very  large  majority, 
in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  of  the  Democratic  friends 
of  President  Jackson.  The  Anti-Masonic  party  was  now  re- 
stricted chiefly  to  the  western  counties  comprised  within  the 
Seventh  and  Eighth  Senatorial  Districts,  They  carried  fifteen 
counties  —  about  one  fourth  of  the  whole  number  —  and  polled 
sixty-seven  thousand  votes.  No  new  developments  were,  how- 
ever, made  of  the  Morgan  conspiracy,  notwithstanding  the  spe- 
cial investigation  instituted  by  the  Legislature,  and  which  was 
Bt  ill  in  progi'css, 
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CHAPTER  lY. 

Electtos-  a>'d  Administration  of  Goveknor  Enos  T.  Trroop. — 
Chenango  Canal.  —  Fkogkess  of  the  Anti-Masonic  Fakty. — 
Its  Final  Extinction  and  Results.  —  Election  of  Goveknou 
Maiicy  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Tracy. 

1.  On  the  first  Tuesday  in  January,  1830,  the  Legislature  re- 
assembled. Governor  Throop's  message  was  principally 
devoted  to  a  general  exposition  of  the  financial  condition 

and  literary  and  charitable  institutions  of  the  State. 

2.  The  Canal  Commissioners,  on  the  21st  of  January',  trans- 
mitted a  report  to  the  Legislature,  setting  forth,  that,  after 
additional  survey  and  exploration  of  the  route  of  the  contem- 
plated Chenango  Canal,  they  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  its  cost  would  exceed  a  million  of  dollars,  and  that  the 
probable  annual  receipts  from  its  tolls,  in  connection  with  the 
increased  tolls  on  the  Eric  Canal,  would  not  defray  the  interest 
upon  its  cost  and  the  expenses  of  repairs  and  superintendence, 
or  either  of  them.  They  therefore  declined  to  proceed  further 
in  its  construction. 

3.  This  was  accompanied  by  a  report  from  Comptroller  Wright, 
showing  the  inexpediency  of  appropriating  any  additional  funds 
to  the  construction  of  public  works,  without  specific  provision 
for  their  expense.  Notwithstanding  these  unfavorable  auguries, 
another  bill  for  the  construction  of  the  canal  was  introduced, 
and  vigorously  supported  by  ^Fr.  Granger  and  other  leading 
members  of  the  House,  but  foiled  to  becoTiic  a  law. 

4.  'The  representatives  of  the  Anti-Masonic  party  held  a  State 
Convention  at  Utica  in  August,  at  which  Francis  Granger,  of 
Ontario,  was  placed  in  nomination  for  Governor,  and  Samuel 
Stevens,  of  Albany,  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  Forty-eight 
counties  were  represented  by  one  hundred  and  four  delegates. 
On  the  8tli  of  September,  Enos  T.  Throop  was  nominated  by  ihe 
Democrats  at  Herkimer  f  )r  Governor,  and  Edward  P.  Livlvg- 

^reerinLT  of  the  Loirisliitiirc.  —  Governor';?  mo'^sajrc.  —  Keport  of  Canal 
Commissioners  on  the  Chenango  Canah  —  Defeat  of  the  bill.  —  Folitieal 
nominations. 
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STON",  of  Columbia,  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  No  other  candidates 
were  in  the  field.  Governor  Throop  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
Livingston  received  a  majority  of  eight  thousand  votes  over  the 
Anti-Masonic  candidates,  whose  aggregate  strength  at  the  Novem- 
ber election  was  over  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  votes. 

5.  Mr.  John  C.  Spencer,  who  had  been  appointed  Public 
.  Prosecutor  of  the  Morgan  conspiracy  by  the  Governor,  had  en- 
tered upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  with  his  accustomed  zeal 
and  energy,  and  prosecuted  his  inquiries  with  indefatigable  in- 
dustry and  great  ability.  So  successful  were  his  exertions  in 
tracing  the  tangled  web  of  this  mysterious  affair,  that  he  con- 
ceived it  within  his  power  to  effect  a  complete  exposure  of 
the  perpetrators  of  the  crime,  with  the  assistance  of  additional 
funds  from  the  State  derived  from  the  rewards  heretofore  of- 
fered for  the  detection. 

6.  These  funds  were,  however,  refused  ;  and  the  Legislature, 
apprehensive,  as  was  contended,  of  the  political  effect  of  the 
disclosures  already  made  and  transmitted  to  that  body  by  Mr. 
Spencer,  not  only  refused  to  authorize  any  additional  expenditure, 
but  cut  down  liis  own  salary  to  one  thousand  dollars.  Dei-Uiing 
this  an  intentional  insult,  not  only  to  himself  but  to  the  great 
body  of  Anti-Masons  in  the  State,  he  at  once  transmitted  his  re- 
signation, with  the  allegation  that,  so  far  from  having  received  any 
effective  aid  from  the  Executive,  his  confidential  communications 
had  been  disclosed  by  the  Governor  to  the  counsel  for  the  con- 
spirators. These  facts  served  powerfully  to  strengthen  the  Anti- 
Masonic  party  as  a  political  organization  throughout  the  State. 

7.  At  the  opening  of  the  session  in  Jani^iry,  1831, 
Governor.TiiRoop's  message  consisted  of  a  general  reca- 
pitulation of  the  subjects  heretofore  presented  by  him,  with  an 
additional  recommendation  for  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  fur 
debt.  William  L.  Makcy,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supremo 
Court,  was  appointed  in  February  Tnited  States  Senator  in 
place  of  Nathan  Sanfi>rd,  wliose  term  had  expired,  and  Samuel 
Nelson,  of  Cortland,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Kloction  of  Governor  T}irot)p  and  Lioutfiiiiiit-Governor  Livinjrston. — 
Strcn.LTth  of  parties.  —  PruceediriL'S  of  tlic  Pul)Iic  Prosoeutor.  —  K.'>ii:inv 
tion  t)f  Mr.  Spencer,  —  The  LoLrislature. — Governor's  mcssaire.  —  Api*<jint* 
ments  of  Uniteil  Sutes  Senator  aud  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
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8.  Join!;  resolutions  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  th 
United  States  Bank  were  reported  and  adopted  by  both  Hou>.  . 
and  a  bill  for  the  construction  of  the  Chenango  Canal  again  pi  .  • 
sented  and  defeated.  The  Legislature  finally  adjourned  on  tir 
20th  of  April.  Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  appointr  !. 
by  the  President,  Minister  to  England,  to  which  post  he  repairs  !. 
after  resigning  his  position  in  the  Cabinet. 

9.  In  May  Jonas  Earl,  of  Onondaga,  was  appointed  Q-m\-A 
Commissionor,  in  place  of  Henry  Seymour,  resigned.  On  tin 
4th  of  July,  Ex-President  James  Monroe  died  at  New  York, 
making  the  third  of  these  venerable  chief  magistrates  who  lijul 
expired  on  the  anniversary  of  the  day  which  gave  birth  to  tiie 
nation. 

10.  The  November  elections  terminated  in  favor  of  the  Denio- 
crats  in  all  the  districts  except  the  Eighth,  and  in  the  return 
of  a  large  Democratic  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legi.'b- 
lature.  The  Anti-Masons  elected  thirty  members  in  the  Assem- 
bly, and  the  National  Republicans,  or  supporters  of  Henry  Clay 
for  President,  at  the  ensuing  election,  against  General  Jackson, 
si.^.  The  residue  were  Jacksonian  Democrats.  Willlvm  Wiim 
of  Maryland,  late  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  had 
been  placed  in  nomination  by  the  Anti-Masonic  party  as  their 
candidate  for  the  Presidenc}'  in  1832,  and  Amos  Ellmaker,  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  Vice-President,  ^fr.  Clay  was  nominated  by 
the  National  Republicans,  with  John  Sargeant,  of  Penns\l- 
vania,  for  Vice-President. 

^^^^  11.  On  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature  at  the  openin.: 
of  the  succeeding  year  the  message  of  Governor  Tiiroop 
•presented  the  usual  topics  of  information  and  suggestion  to  the 
Le.L'islature.  A  proposition  for  a  State  tax  of  one  mill  on  the 
di)llar,  recommended  by  the  Governor  and  Comptroller,  was, 
after  full  discussion,  rejected,  as  was  also  another  bill  for  tho 
construction  of  the  Chenango  Canal. 

12.  On  the  21st  of  Jiuie.  Fii.vncis  Granger  and  SAMrrf' 


Renewal  of  the  Uiiitc<l  States  Bank  charter.  —  Defeat  of  Clieiian-o  ("an.il 
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Death  of  r..\-riv.>iiU'nt  Monroe, —  iJcsult  of  the  election.^.  — Nomination  of 
candidates  for  tlie  I'rcsideney  and  Viee-rresideney.  —  Legislature  "of  IS'i'J. 
—  Kejccuou  of  the  bill  for  a  State  tux  and  for  the  Chcuungo  Canal. 


1      -kI  ilf 


POLITICAL  DEVELOPMENTS, 


231 


Stevens  Tverc  renominated,  by  the  Anti-Masonic  Convention  at 
Utica,  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  with  an  electoral 
ticket  headed  by  James  Kent  and  John  C.  Spencer.  This 
ticket  was  adopted  by  the  National  Republican  State  Conven- 
tion at  the  same  place,  held  on  the  2Gth  of  July.  The  Demo- 
cmtic  Convention  at  Herkimer  placed  in  nomination  William 
L.  Marcy  for  Governor,  and  John  Tracy,  of  Chenango,  for 
Lieutenant-Governor  ;  and  an  electoral  ticket  in  fovor  of  An- 
drew Jackson  for  President,  and  Martin  Van  Buren,  whoso 
nomination  as  Minister  to  England  had  been  rejected  by  the 
United  States  Senate,  as  Vice-President. 

13.  The  triumph  of  this  party  at  the  Xovember  elections  was 
complete.  Tlie  western  counties  gave  their  usual  majorities  for 
the  Anti-Masonic  candidates,  but  the  Democrats  carried  the 
State  by  thirteen  thousand  majority,  and  with  it  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature.  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  were 
elected  President  and  Vice-President  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
electoral  votes,  the  former  receiving  219  and  the  latter  189 
votes,  against  G7  for  ^Ir.  Clay,  11  for  John  Floyd  of  Virginia, 
7  (Vermont)  for  Mr.  Wirt  49  for  Mr.  Sergeant,  30  for  Willium 
Wilkins  of  Pennsylvania,  11  for  Henry  Lee  of  Massachusetts, 
and  7  for  Mr.  Ellmaker. 

14.  This  contest  virtually  terminated  the  existence,  as  a 
political,  national,  and  State  party,  of  Anti-Masonry.  In  the 
district  of  its  origin  it  continued  for  several  years  to  elect  its 
Senatoi-s  and  Pa^presentatives  in  the  Legislature,  but  soon  be- 
came merged  in  the  other  political  organizations  of  tlie  period. 
It  had  accomplished  its  mission  in  the  aluiost  total  exclusion  of 
Masons  from  public  office  wlierevcr  it  had  obtained  an  ascen- 
dency. It  had  asserted  and  gallantly  maintained  the  great 
principle  of  personal  inviolability  to  the  humblest  citizen,  and 
although  it  failed  in  fastening  upon  any  one  or  any  number 
of  men  the  perpetration  of  the  crime  (^f  deliberate  murder,  it 
left  upon  the  public  mind  the  assured  conviction  of  the  fact,  by 
a  combination  too  powerfid  and  extensive  to  be  reached. 

Noniinutions  for  Governor  nml  LlcuftM!:iiit-(  Jovrrtior.  —  KIrctionof  Marcy 
and  Tracy.  —  Democratic  trinniiih  ar  tlu;  |ircsidontial  election. — Jackson 
and  Van  Buren  elected  J^-c-idi  ut  and  Vice-President.  —  'rerniinatiun  of 
political  Anti-Masonry.  —  liesulis  of  liic  Auti-Masouic  or-^anizatiou. 
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15,  Nor  did  it  succeed  iu  its  efforts  to  destroy  and  root  o-/ 
the  institutlou  of  Masonry,  or  convince  the  majority  of  reflect  i;  • 
people  that  anything  in  its  organization  or  obHgations  jii.stit:.  : 
the  crime  of  murder  or  ahduction,  however  some  of  its  unwcr 
thy  members  may  have  construed  those  obUgations.  Masonry, 
though  bending  for  a  time  before  the  blast  in  its  fury,  s<x  ri 
regained  its  original  power  and  influence;  and  its  opponents, 
among  whom  were  many  of  the  ablest  and  best  men  in  the 
State,  abandoning  their  warfare  against  an  institution,  devoted 
themselves  to  a  higher  and  wider  ambition,  and  have  left  their 
impress  upon  the  councils  of  the  State  and  nation. 


Revival  of  Masonry. 


Crotou  AqueuucL.    TLo  Dam. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Administrattox  of  Goverxou  Maucy. — Interxal  Impeovemexts. — 
CoMMOx  Schools.  —  Chexavoo  Caxal.  —  Exlargemext  of  the 
Erie  Caxal.  —  Financial  IvMJ'.AUiiASs.^iEXTS.  —  Canadiax  Insur- 
RECTiox.  —  Great  Fire  ix  New  York.  —  Crotox  Aqueduct  and 
High  Bridge. 

1.  Go\t:rnor  Marcy,  in  his  first  messac^o  to  the  Leiris- 

1833 

lature  in  January,  1833,  reviewed  the  general  policy  of  the 
State  in  reference  to  all  its  loadini]:  interests,  recommendinix  a 
jndicious  prosecution  uf  tlic  system  of  internal  improvements, 
the  improvement  and  advancement  of  the  common  schools  and 
other  educational  institutions,  and  the  preservation  of  puhlic 
and  private  credit  by  an  economical  expenditure  of  the  ])ul)lic 
funds,  and  a  v,  ise  restriction  of  extended  banking  facilities  and 
miprovident  specnlations. 

2.  Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  of  St.  Lawrence,  was  chosen  United 
States  Senator  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  tiie  resig- 
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nation  of  GoNernor  M£ir(:y ;  and  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge,  of 
Dutchess.,  in  place  of  D.idloy,  ^iiose  terni  had  expired  ;  Mr. 
Flagg  promot>^d  to  the  office  of  (Comptroller ;  and  General  John" 
A.  Dix  to  that  of  Secretary  of  State  and  Superinteudent  of  Com- 
mon Schools;  and  Michael  Hoffman,  of  Herkimer,  was  ap- 
pointed an  additional  Canal  Commissioner. 

3.  From  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  it  appeared 
that  the  nuniber  of  common  schools  in  the  State  had  increased 
to  nine  thousand  six  hundred,  in  which  about  five  hundred  thou- 
sand children  were  taught  during-  the  preceding  year.  After 
chartering  a  few  additional  banks,  passing  an  act  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Chenango  Canal,  and  transacting  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  :-:ession,  the  Legislature  adjourned.  The  Xovcm- 
ber  elections  resulted  in  another  decided  triumph  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

4.  During  the  summer  of  1834  the  opponents  of  the  na- 
tional and  State  administrations,  now  known  as  the  Whig 

party,  placed  in  nomination  at  the  Utica  Convention  Wiluam  H. 
Seward,  of  Cayuga,  for  Governor,  and  Silas  Stilwell,  of  New 
York,  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Herkimer  Convention  re- 
nominated Governor  Marcy  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Tracy, 
who  were  re-elected  in  November,  with  a  large  Democratic 
majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  by  about  eleven 
thousand  majority. 

5.  The  Legislature  of  1835  assembled  in  January'.  Gov- 
1S.35.  " 

emor  ^Iarcy,  in  his  message,  recommended  the  enlargement 

of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  suppression  of  all  bank-notes  under  the 
denomination  of  five  dollars,  both  which  measures  were  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  by  a  strong  vote.  He  also  earnestly  insisted 
upon  the  im{)ortancc  of  securing,  by  means  of  the  conunon 
schools,  such  an  education  of  all  classes  and  conditions  of  our 
future  citizens  as  should  qualify  tlicm  for  usefulness  and  virtue. 

G.  The  removal  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
L'nited  States,  under  the  direction  of  President  Jackson,  of  the 
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STATE  BANKS.  —  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 


235 


goTeniment  deposits  of  money  from  the  United  States  Bank, 
whose  charter  was  about  expiring,  to  the  State  Banks,  and  the 
consequent  contraction  of  the  circulation  and  discounts  of  that 
institution,  and  collection  of  its  debts,  resulted  in  serious  eni- 
ban-assment  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  State,  involving 
the  imminent  danger  of  the  suspension  of  its  principal  hanks. 
To  avert  this  danger,  the  Legislature,  on  the  2 2d  of  March, 
passed  an  act,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  tender- 
ing the  loan  of  the  credit  of  the  State  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  banks,  should  such  relief  become,  in 
their  judgment,  necessary. 

7.  The  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  however,  soon  ado[)tcd  a 
change  of  policy,  from  the  contraction  to  the  extension  of  its 
issues,  which  not  only  rendered  any  assistance  from  the  State 
unnecessary,  but  so  rapidly  tilled  tiie  channels  of  circulation  as 
to  induce  the  creation  of  a  large  number  of  additional  banks, 
and  an  extensive  spirit  of  speculation  in  their  stocks  and  in  real 
estate  and  commercial  transactions  generally.  A  period  of  un- 
exampled prosperity  in  nearly  all  branches  of  trade  and  industry 
stimulated  to  the  highest  extent  this  spirit,  which  speedily  per- 
vaded every  department  of  business. 

8.  On  the  8th  of  January  of  this  year,  General  Dix,  as  Chair- 
man of  a  Committee  of  tlie  Regents  of  the  University,  submitted 
an  elaborate  and  able  report,  recommending  the  esta])lishmont 
and  organization  of  departments  for  the  education  of  common- 
school  teachers  in  one  of  the  academies  in  each  of  the  eiglit 
senatorial  districts,  to  be  selected  for  tliat  purpose  by  the 
Regents.  This  report  was  adopted,  and  carried  into  innnodiate 
effect  by  that  holy.  On  the  i3th  of  April  the  Legislature 
passed  an  act  authorizing^  the  purchase  of  District  LiurariivS 
in  the  several  scho,*!  di.-tricts  of  the  State,  —  a  measure  originat- 
ing with  Ja-HES  Wadsworth,  of  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  and 
vigorously  suppc^rted  t<y  Secretaries  Flagg  and  Dix,  and  Sena- 
tors Young,  of  Sanioga,  and  Levi  Bearoslev,  of  Otsego. 

Effect  of  t!ie  remov-w  of  .'OTemmcnt  deposits  from  the  United  States 
Bunk.  —  Lc'UTi  of  rho  credit  o:*  i!;e  Sturo  to  tiic  banks.  —  C^ommercial  revul- 
sion. —  Incrta-e  of  charters.  —  General  spirit  of  speculation.  —  Unexiiuipled 
business  pro>ptritv.  —  A  a  ivaiical  departments  for  the  education  of  teachers. 
—  CuajmoQ-*cb'>ci  lilrvirles. 
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9.  Early  in  the  session,  Dr.  "William  Campbell,  of  Ot?(  2\ 
was  appointed  Surveyor-General,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioiu  i 
by  the  death  of  the  venerable  Simeon  De  "Witt,  who  for  th- 
past  fifty  years  had  occupied  this  position,  through  all  the  vie;  - 
sitades  of  party  strife.  During  the  recess  of  the  Legishiturc. 
John  Bowman,  of  Monroe,  was  appointed  Canal  Commissioner, 
and  EsEK  Cowen,  of  Saratoga,  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  iii 
place  of  Judge  Sutherland,  resigned.  The  November  elect ior.^ 
resulted,  as  usual,  in  the  complete  success  of  the  Democrats  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

10.  In  the  summer  of  this  year  the  construction  of  the  Cru- 
TON  Aqueduct  was  commenced,  at  the  distance  of  forty  miles 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  whence  the  waters  of  the  Croton 
River,  in  "Westchester  County,  about  five  miles  from  the  Hud- 
son, were  collected  by  means  of  a  dam  thrown  across  the  stream, 
creating  an  immense  pond,  five  miles  in  length,  covering  an  area 
of  four  hundred  acres,  and  containing  500,000,000  gallons  of 
"water.  From  this  dam  the  great  aqueduct  was  cut  through 
solid  rocks,  across  valleys  and  hills,  by  embankments  and  cul- 
verts, until  it  reached  the  Harlem  River,  which  it  crossed  by 
the  magnificent  High  Bridge,  a  stone  structure,  1,450  feet  long, 
with  fourteen  immense  piers,  114  feet  above  tide-w^ater,  and 
costing  8  900,000. 

11.  From  this  bridge,  at  the  foot  of  One  Hundred  and  Sev- 
enty-Fourth Street,  the  aqueduct  extended  to  the  receiving 
reservoir,  at  the  corner  of  Eighty-Sixth  Street  and  Sixth  Avenue, 
covering  thirty-five  acres,  and  containing  150,000,000  gallons, 
whence,  through  a  distributing  reservoir  between  Fortieth  and 
Forty-Second  Street,  of  21,000,000  gallons,  the  w^ater  was  con- 
ducted by  iron  pipes  to  every  portion  of  the  city. 

12.  On  the  night  of  the  IGtli  of  December,  one  of  the  coldest 
known  for  half  a  century,  a  terrible  and  extensive  conflagration 
occurred  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  city  of  New  York,  raging 
for  three  days  with  intense  fierceness,  and  consuming  six  nim- 
dred  and  forty-eight  houses  and  stores,  with  a  loss  amounting 
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to  eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  chiefly  in  Wall  Street  and  the 
adjacent  neighborhood,  including  the  large  marble  Exchange 
Building  and  the  South  Dutch  Church.  The  several  insurance 
companies  of  the  city  were  compelled  to  suspend  payment,  from 
the  excessive  magnitude  of  the  losses. 

13.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1836,  the  Leorislature  airain 

"  1836 
assembled.    Governor  Marcy,  in  his  message,  cautioned 

the  Legislature  against  the  further  prosecution  of  internal  im- 
provements without  the  provision  of  specific  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  of  their  cost.  Bills  were,  however,  passed 
during  the  session  for  the  construction  of  the  Black  River  and 
Genesee  Canals,  and  for  the  loan  of  three  millions  of  dollars  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad, 
through  the  southern  tier  of  counties. 

14.  Chief-Justice  Savage  having  resigned  his  position  on  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Sa>[uel  Nelson  was  appointed  to 
that  position,  and  Greene  C.  Br(Xnson,  Associate  Judge.  Samuel 
Beardsley,  of  Oneida,  succeeded  the  latter  as  Attorney-General. 
William  Baker,  of  Otsego,  late  S23eaker,  was  appointed  an  ad- 
ditional Canal  Commissioner. 

15.  Previous  to  the  adjouniment  of  the  Legislature,  resolu- 
tions for  the  expulsion  of  Senators  Kemble  and  Bisiior,  on 
charges  of  fraudulent  speculations  in  the  stock  of  banks  chartered 
during  the  session,  were  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate 
charged  with  their  investigation.  The  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tions was,  however,  anticipated  by  the  resignation  of  the  two 
Senators,  followed  by  that  of  Colonel  Young  and  Senator  Van 
ScnAicK,  who  felt  indignant  at  the  lenit\'  exhibited  in  their  be- 
half by  the  refusal  of  the  Senate  to  expel  the  offenders. 

16.  Jesse  Buel,  of  Albany,  and  GAr^LvLiEL  II.  Barstow,  of 
Tioga,  were  nominated  by  the  Whig  Convention  at  Utica  for 
Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  at  the  ensuing  election, 
against  Governor  Marcy  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Tracy,  \\\io 
were  again  placed  in  nomination  by  the  Democratic  Convention 
at  Herkimer,  and  re-elected,  with  a  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket, 
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bv  upwards  of  twenty-nine  thousand  majority,  with  a  lar^'-o 
majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  Martin  Van 
BuREX  was  elected  President,  and  Colonel  Richard  M.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States,  by  a 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  three  electoral  votes  over  Gen- 
eral WiLLiAii  H.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  and  Francis  Granger,  of 
New  York. 

17.  At  the  opening  of  the  session  in  1837,  Governor 
Marcy  again  invoked  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to 
the  subject  of  common-school  education,  in  connection  with  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  preceding  year,  authorizing  the  deposit 
with  the  several  States  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United 
States.  He  recommended  the  appropriation,  from  the  annual  in- 
come of  this  fund,  of  an  amount  equal  to  that  now  apportioned 
hy  the  State  for  the  support  of  the  schools,  a  liberal  sum  for 
the  various  academies,  especially  those  in  which  departments 
for  the  education  of  teachers  had  been  established,  and  tlie 
addition  of  the  residue  to  the  capital  of  the  common-school 
fund. 

18.  Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  few  days  previous  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  Legislature,  information  was  received  of  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  New  York  and  the  cormtiy 
generally,  produced  by  the  imusual , inflation  of  the  currency, 
the  immense  importation  of  foreign  merchandise,  —  calling  for  a 
heavy  demand  of  specie  to  meet  the  balance  of  exchange,  —  the 
requisitions  of  the  United  States  Government  for  the  payment 
of  specie  or  its  equivalent  in  treasury  notes  in  the  purchase  of 
the  public  lands,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  suq)lu8  revenues 
of  the  United  States  from  the  State  banks  for  deposit  with 
the  several  States,  in  accordance  with  the  recent  Act  of  Con- 
gress. 

ID.  A  bill  was  immediately  introduced  and  passed  by  both 
Houses,  sus[)ending  for  one  year  the  provisions  of  the  Safety 
Fund  Act,  requiring  the  appointment  of  receivers,  and  the 
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closing  Tip  of  the  bauks ;  and  a  strong  effort  was  made  to  suspend 
for  the  same  time  the  operation  of  tiie  act  prohibiting  the  issue 
of  bills  under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  which,  however, 
proved  ineffectual.  The  eff'ect  of  this  disastrous  state  of  things 
was  highly  unfavorable  to  the  Democratic  party,  who  were,  on 
all  sides,  held  responsible  for  its  occuiTence. 

20.  Daring  the  month  of  March  of  this  year,  Ex-Go vemor 
Yates  expired  at  his  residence  in  Schenectady ;  and  in  January 
previous,  the  death  of  the  venerable  Abkaiiam  Van  Vechtex, 
formerly  Attorney- General,  occurred  from  an  attack  of  paralysis. 
Appropriate  legislative,  judicial,  and  municipal  honors  were 
paid  to  the  memory  of  these  distinguished  public  servants  and 
estimable  men.  At  the  Xovembcr  elections  the  Whigs  suc- 
ceeded in  electing  one  hunched  and  one  out  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eiglit  members  of  the  House,  and  in  carrying 
six  of  the  eight  senatorial  districts,  and  obtaining  majorities  in 
nearly  every  county  of  the  State.  The  Senate,  however,  still 
retained  a  small  Democratic  majority. 

21.  Towards  the  close  of  this  year,  a  formidable  insun-ection 
on  the  Canada  border  occurred,  headed  by  William  Lyon  Mac- 
kenzie and  Joseph  J.  Papineau,  which  created  gTcat  excitement 
on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  State,  and  involved  several  of 
its  citizens  in  an  imauthorized  inv:ision  of  a  portion  of  the 
territories  of  Great  Britain,  It  hatl  its  ori^-in  in  some  popu- 
lar discontents  in  both  provinces,  wliich  speedily  evoked  the 
sympathies  of  their  neighbors  on  the  American  shore  of  the 
Niagara  River,  forming  the  boundary  between  Upper  Canada 
and  the  United  States. 

22.  About  the  middle  of  Deceml)er  a  party  of  Americans, 
headed  by  Ptcnsselaer  Van  Ivcnsselaer,  a  son  of  (fcneral  Solomon 
Van  Kensselaer,  of  Albany,  and  accompanied  by  Mackenzie, 
took  possession  of  Navy  Island,  situated  in  the  Niagara  River 
about  two  nules  above  tiie  Falls,  and  belonging  to  Canada. 
They  numbered  about  seven  hundred  men,  well  provisioned, 
and  provided  with  twenty  pieces  of  cannon.    The  steamboat 
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Caroline  was  brought  from  Buffalo  to  ply  as  a  ferry-boat  be- 
tween the  island  and  Schlosser's  Landing,  on  the  American 
shore. 

23.  On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  December,  an  armed  party 
of  royalists  from  the  Canada  shore,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  McNabb,  crossed  over  and  boarded  the  boat  while  its 
unarmed  occupants  were  quietly  sleeping,  loosened  it  from  its 
moorings,  set  it  on  fire,  and  sent  it  down  the  river  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  Falls,  where  it  was  dashed  to  pieces  at  the  foot 
of  the  cataract.  Several  of  the  men  on  board  were  killed, 
wounded,  or  sunk  w4th  the  burning  boat. 

24.  A  demand  by  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  Governor-General 
of  Canada,  for  the  surrender  of  Mackenzie,  who  had  fled  to  the 
United  States,  was  made  upon  Governor  Marcy;  but  the  requisi- 
tion was  declined,  upon  the  ground  that  ^[ackenzie  was  a  politi- 
cal offender,  seeking  an  as3dum  in  a  neutral  territory,  and 
therefore  not  amenable,  by  international  comity,  to  surrender 
as  an  ordinary  criminal. 

25.  Proclamations  prohibiting  all  interference  on  the  part  of 
American  citizens  in  the  insurrectionary  movements  of  the  Cana- 
dians were  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Governor  of  New  York ;  and  General  Scott,  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  Army,  was  despatched  to  the  frontier  to 
preserve  order  and  enforce  neutrahty.-  The  excitement,  how- 
ever, on  the  border,  continued  for  two  or  three  years,  and  was 
finally  terminated  by  the  defeat  of  the  insurgents  by  the  British 
and  Canadian  forces.  The  burning  of  the  Caroline  was  the  sub- 
ject of  a  spirited  negotiation  between  the  representatives  of  the 
two  countries,  which  resulted  in  an  amicable  adjustment. 

1838  ^'^^^^^^^^  Marcy,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of 

1838,  renewed  his  recommendation  in  reference  to  the 
disposition  of  that  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  govern- 
ment deposited  with  the  State,  with  the  additional  suggestion 
of  the  appropriation  of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  annually,  for 
the  purchase  of  school-district  libraries.  He  also  recommended 
the  j)assage  of  a  general  banking  law. 
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27.  The  bill  authorizing  the  suspension  of  the  act  prohibiting 
the  issue  of  small  bills  for  two  years  passed  both  Houses  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session.  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  of  New 
York,  made  an  exceedingly  elaborate  and  able  report  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements,  recommending  large  appropri- 
ations for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  auxiliary  works,  w'hich  met  the  approval  of  both  branches. 
A  general  banking  law  was  also  passed,  and  an  act  appropriat- 
ing the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States  deposited  with  the 
State  for  the  purposes  of  education  substantially  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor. 

28.  General  Dix,  in  his  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools,  after  enumerating  the  various  sources  of  in- 
come provided  by  the  recent  act  and  previous  legislation,  sub- 
mitted some  very  valuable  and  pertinent  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  vital  importance  of  moral  and  religious  instruction  in  the 
common  schools,  free  from  all  taint  of  sectarianism,  and  based 
exclusively  on  the  teachings  of  the  Bible,  without  note  or  com- 
ment. 

29.  At  the  November  elections,  Willl\m  H.  Seward,  of  Cay- 
uga, was  elected  Governor,  and  Luther  Bradish,  of  Franklin, 
Speaker  of  the  iVssembly,  Lieutenant-Governor,  by  a  majority 
of  about  ten  thousand  over  Governor  Marcy  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Tracy.  The  Whigs  also  obtained  a  majority  of  two 
to  one  in  the  Assembly,  and  carried  five  of  the  eight  Senate 
districts,  leaving  the  Democrats  still  in  the  ascendency  in  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Administration-  of  Goverxor  Seward.  —  Education-  of  Children* 
OF  Foreigners.  —  Canal  Enlargement.  —  Internal  Improve- 
ments. —  Common  Schools.  —  Controversy  with  Virginia.  — 
Ward  Schools  in  New  York. 

1.  On  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature  on  the  first  Tiies- 
18-39    ^^J  1839,  Governor  Seward,  after  recommend- 
ing the  creation  of  a  Board  of  Internal  Improvements,  the 

efficient  prosecution  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and 
the  construction  of  three  great  lines  of  railroads  in  the  northern, 
central,  and  southern  sections  of  the  State,  paid  a  just  tribute 
to  its  financial  prosperity  and  the  previous  development  of  its 
resources. 

2.  "  History,"  he  observes,  "  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  finan- 
cial achievements  of  this  State.  It  surrendered  its  share  in 
the  national  domain,  and  relinquished  for  the  general  welfare 
all  the  revenues  of  its  foreiqri  commerce,  equal,  generally,  to 
two  thirds  of  the  entire  expenditure  of  the  Federal  Government. 
It  has,  nevertheless,  sustained  the  expenses  of  its  own  adminis- 
tration, founded  and  endowed  a  broad  system  of  education, 
charitable  institutions  for  every  class  of  the  unfortunate,  and  a 
penitentiary  establishment  which  is  ad(vpted  as  a  model  by  civil- 
ized nations.  It  has  increased  fourfold  the  wealth  of  its  citizens, 
and  relieved  them  from  direct  taxation  ;  and,  in  addition  to  all 
this,  has  carried  forward  a  stupendous  enterprise  of  improve- 
ment, all  the  while  diminishing  its  debt,  magnifying  its  credit, 
and  auirmcnting  its  resources." 

3.  The  message  closed  with  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  merits 
of  his  great  predecessor,  the  illustrious  Clinton,  and  a  recom- 
mendation for  the  erection  of  an  appropriate  monument  at  the 
capital  for  the  reception  of  his  remains.  A  bill  was  accordingly 
introduced,  early  in  the  session,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
object,  but  failed  to  become  a  law.    An  act  for  the  'inconditional 
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r  ^peal  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  issue  and  circulation  of  small 
bills  passed  both  Houses. 

4.  The  olficial  term  of  Senator  Tallmadge  having  expired,  a 
strong  effort  was  made  for  bis  re-election,  but  without  success, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Senate  to  nominate.  John  C.  Spex- 
cKR,  of  Ontario,  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  and  Superin- 
tondeut  of  Common  Schools ;  Bates  Cooke,  of  Niagara,  Comp- 
troller ;  Willis  Hall,  of  New  York,  Attorney-General ;  and 
Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  of  New  York,  Canal  Commissioner,  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  bj  the  death  of  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer, which  occurred  at  Albany  in  the  preceding  month. 

5.  During  the  ensuing  summer,  President  Van  Buren  visited 
the  State,  passing  through  the  principal  cities  and  villages  on 
his  route,  and  receiving  every  demonstration  of  respect  and 
esteem  from  all  classes  of  citizens.  The  fall  elections  residted 
in  the  election  of  a  Whig  majority  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  was  placed 
in  nomination,  in  December,  by  the  National  Whig  Convention, 
as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency ;  and  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia, 
as  Vice-President. 

G.  The  Legislature  reassembled  on  the  7th  of  January,  ^^^^ 
184:0.  Governor  Seward,  after  informing  the  Legislature 
that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  canals,  deducting  the  interest 
of  the  debt  for  their  construction,  were  $  1,057,802,  and  the 
capital  of  the  common-school  fund  nearly  two  millions,  recom- 
mended the  instruction  of  the  children  of  foreigners  by  teach- 
ers speaking  their  own  language  and  professing  their  own  relig- 
ious faith,  who  should  be  permitted  to  [)articipate  equally  with 
others  in  the  funds  provided  bv  the  State. 

7.  He  also  inf  )rmed  the  Legislature  that  the  cost  of  enlarg- 
ing the  Erie  Canal,  heretofore  estimated  by  the  Stare  otiicers  at 
twelve  mdlions  of  dollars,  would  exceed  twenty-three  millions 
at  the  lowest  estimate,  and  that  for  the  construction  of  tho 
Genesee  Valley  and  Black  lliver  Canals  an  additional  ex])endi- 
ture  of  six  millions  would  be  requisite.    Pie  still,  however, 
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urged  the  energetic  prosecution  of  these  and  other  grcnt 
measures  of  internal  improvement,  by  roads  and  canals,  as  a 
policy  dictated  by  the  highest  and  most  important  interests  of 
the  State. 

8.  He  next  invited  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  a  cor- 
respondence, which  had  taken  place  during  the  past  year,  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  in  reference  to 
the  demand  of  the  latter  for  the  suiTender  of  three  colored 
fugitives  from  that  State,  charged  with  stealing  a  negro  slave. 
This  demand  had  been  refused,  on  the  ground  that  such  alleged 
felony  was  not  recognized  as  such,  either  by  the  laws  of  nations 
or  those  of  this  State. 

9.  The  first  act  of  the  Legislature  was  the  re-election  of 
Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge  as  United  States  Senator.  An  act 
for  the  registry  of  voters  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  was  also 
passed,  after  a  spirited  discussion,  by  a  strict  party  vote. 
Secretary  Spencer,  as  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Legislature,  on  the  13th  of  April,  reports  of  the 
several  visitors  of  schools,  appointed  by  him  under  an  act  of 
the  preceding  year,  together  with  a  full  exposition  of  his  own 
views  for  the  improvement  of  the  system. 

10.  He  recommended  the  appointment  of  deputy-superin- 
tendents in  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  graded  schools  and  local  Boards  of  Education  in  the 
several  cities  and  large  villages  of  the  State,  the  introduction 
of  vocal  music  as  a  branch  of  elementary  instruction,  and 
various  other  changes  in  the  details  of  the  existing  provisions 
of  law  applicable  to  these  institutions.  A  bill  in  accordance 
with  these  suggestions,  passed  the  Assembly,  but  fxilcd  of  be- 
coming a  law  by  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  on  the 
14th  of  May,  after  passing  an  act  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  approving  of  the  refusal  of  Governor  Seward  to  sur- 
render the  fugitives  demanded  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

11.  An  animated  political  canvass  now  ensued  for  the  elec- 
tion of  presidential  candidates  and  candidates  for  the  various 
State  and  county  otlices.     Inuneuse  mass  meetings  were  held 
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in  every  part  of  the  State,  and  the  utmost  spirit  and  enthusiasm 
pervaded  the  action  of  both  the  great  pohtical  parties.  The 
Harrison  electoral  ticket  prevailed  at  the  November  elections 
by  a  majority  of  thirteen  thousand  votes ;  Governor  Sewatid 
and  Lieutenant-Governor  Bradish  were  re-elected,  by  five  thou- 
sand majority,  over  William  C.  Bouck,  of  Schoharie,  and  Dan- 
iel S.  Dickinson,  of  Broome,  the  Democratic  candidates,  and  a 
Whig  majority  was  returned  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

12.  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  b}'  a  majority  of  one  Imndred  and 
seventy-foiu"  electoral  votes  over  President  Van  Buren,  who 
had  rendered  himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  banking  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  Union  l)y  his  successful  exertions  in 
the  establishment  of  an  independent  treasury,  and  to  a  hirge 
portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  Nortliern  States  by  his  alleged 
subserviency  to  Southern  views  and  interests.  John  Tyler,  of 
Virginia,  was  elected  Vice-President  by  a  still  larger  electoral 
majority  over  Colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson.  The  administra- 
tion of  President  Harrison  was,  however,  terminated  by  his 
sudden  death  one  month  after  his  inauguration  in  the  ensu- 
ing year,  and  Vice-President  Tyler  assumed  its  duties  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term. 

13.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January,  ^^^^ 
1841,  Governor  Seward,  after  cxp'cssing  his  gratification 

at  the  increased  productiveness  of  the  canals  as  shown  by  the 
net  receipts  of  the  preceding  year,  and  estimating  the  entire  in- 
debtedness of  the  State,  exclusive  of  its  loans  to  and  liabilities 
for  incorporated  companies,  at  about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars, 
renewed  his  recommendation  for  the  education  of  the  children 
of  foreigners  in  our  public  schools. 

14.  The  number  of  uneducated  children  in  the  State  was 
estimated  at  thirty  thousand,  two  tliirds  of  w  hom  were  of  foreign 
parentage;  and  the  importance  and  necessity  of  providing  for  this 
neglected  class  the  means  of  elenientary  instruction  in  schools 
taught  by  teachers  of  their  own  nationalities  and  religious  f  lith 

Re-olfction  of  Governor  Sowanl  nml  Liouteiumt-Goveriior  I?r:uli>h.  — 
Election  of  President  lIarri>on  and  Vicc-rn'-ideiit  Tyler. — Death  of  IVc>i- 
dent  Harrison.  —  (Jovernor's  nie'^sa;j:e.  —  Kovennes  of  the  canals.  —  State 
indebtedness.  —  Education  of  the  children  of  foreigners. 
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were  ably  and  eloquentlj  portrayed.  He  observed  that  our  kv^- 
terns  of  education  were  deficient  in  comprehensiveness  in  X\\<-- 
exact  proportion  of  the  number  left  uneducated  ;  that  knowlcd::'-, 
however  acquired,  was  better  than  ignorance  ;  and  that  "neithor 
error,  accident,  nor  prejudice  ought  to  be  permitted  to  deprive 
the  State  of  the  education  of  her  citizens." 

15.  "  Cherishing  such  opinions,"  he  observes,  "  I  could  not 
enjoy  the  consciousness  of  having  discharged  my  duty,  if  aiiy 
effort  had  been  omitted  which  was  calculated  to  bring  within 
the  schools  all  who  are  destined  to  exercise  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship ;  nor  shall  I  feel  that  the  system  is  perfect,  or  liberty  safe, 

until  that  object  be  accomplished  I  seek  the  education 

of  those  whom  T  have  brought  before  jou,  not  to  perpetuate  aisy 
prejudices  or  distinctions  which  deprive  them  of  instruction,  but 
in  disj-egard  of  all  such  distinctions  and  prejudices.  I  solicit 
their  education  loss  from  sympathy  than  because  the  welfare  of 
the  State  demands  it,  and  cannot  dispense  with  it. 

IG.  "xVs  native  citizens  they  are  born  to  the  right  of  suffrage. 
I  ask  that  they  may  at  least  be  taught  to  read  and  write.  In 
asking  this,  I  require  no  more  for  them  than  I  have  diligently 
endeavored  to  secure  to  the  inmates  of  our  penitentiaries,  who 
have  forfeited  that  inestimal)le  franchise  by  crime  ;  and  also  to 
an  unfortunate  race,  which,  having  been  plunged  by  us  into 
degTadation  and  ignorance,  has  been  excluded  from  the  fran- 
chise by  an  arbitrary  property  qualification  incongruous  with  all 
our  institutions. 

17.  "I  have  not  recommended,  nor  do  I  seek,  the  education 
of  any  class  in  foreign  languages  or  in  particular  creeds  or  fixiths  ; 
but  fully  believing,  with  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, that  even  error  may  be  safely  tolerated  where  reasmi 
is  left  free  to  combat  it,  and  therefore  indulging  no  apprehen- 
sions from  the  influence  of  any  language  or  creed  among  an  en- 
lightened peoj^le,  I  desire  the  education  of  tlie  entire  rising 
generation  in  all  the  elements  of  knowledge  we  possess,  and  in 
that  tongue  which  is  the  universal  language  of  our  countrynu-n. 

18.  "  To  me,  the  most  interesting  of  ;ill  our  institutions  is  tlie 
Common  School.    I  seek  not  to  disturb  in  any  manner  its 
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peaceful  and  assiduous  exercises,  aud  least  of  all  Trith  conten- 
tions about  faith  or  forms,  I  desire  the  education  of  all  the 
children  in  the  Comtnonw'ealth  in  morajity  aud  virtue,  leaving 
matters  of  conscience  where,  according  to  the  principles  of  civil 
aud  religious  liberty  established  by  our  Constitution  and  laws, 
they  rightfully  belong." 

19.  Professor  Aioxzo  Potter,  of  Union  College,  w^ho,  at  the 
request  of  the  Common-School  Department,  had  personally, 
during  the  preceding  year,  visited  and  inspected  tiie  teacliers' 
departments  in  the  several  academics  of  the  State,  submitted 
to  the  Legislature  an  able  report,  concluding  with  a  recommen- 
dation for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Normal  School,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Prussian  and  French  systems,  for  the  education 
and  proper  prepaiation  of  teachers.  The  Superintendent,  Mr. 
Secretary  Spencer,  also  renewed  his  recommendation  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  for  a  modification  and  improvement  of  the  common- 
school  system. 

20.  Early  in  the  session,  Jonx  A.  Collier,  of  Broome,  was 
chosen  Comptroller,  in  place  of  Bates  Cooke,  resigned.  The 
Governor  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  copies  of  additional 
correspondence  with  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  in  the  case  of  the 
demand  made  by  the  latter  for  the  rendition  of  certain  alleged 
fugitives  from  justice  in  that  Commonwealth. 

21.  From  that  additional  correspondence,  it  appeared  that  in 
the  spring  of  1840  a  citizen  of  New  York,  cliarged  with  the 
crime  of  forgery  in  Tompkins  County,  had  fled  to  the  State  of 
Virginia,  whither  a  requisition  was  forwarded  by  Governor 
Seward  to  the  Executive  of  Virginia  for  his  surrender  as  a 
fugitive  from  justice.  That  requisition  was  refused,  and  the 
fugitive  retained  in  prison  in  Virginia  by  the  Governor,  until 
the  requisition  made  by  liim  in  behalf  of  the  colored  fugitives 
from  that  State  should  be  C(^mplicd  with  by  the  Executive  of 
New  York.  This  unjustifiable  procedure  was  promptly  disap- 
proved of  by  the  Legislature  of  Viriiinia. 

22.  On  the  2Gth  of  April,  Secretary  Spencer,  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Common  Schtiuls,  to  wliom  was  referred,  by  the 
Senate,  the  several  memorials  and  petitions  from  the  city  of 
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New  York  for  such  a  revision  of  the  system  of  public  educa- 
tion in  that  city  as  would  provide  more  fully  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  children  of  foreigners  and  Catholics,  submitted  an 
elaborate  and  able  report,  concluding  with  the  recommendation 
that  a  Board  of  Commissioners  should  be  elected  in  that  city, 
with  authority  to  establish  and  organize  a  system  of  Ward  Com- 
mon Schools,  which  should  co-operate  with  the  schools  of  the  Pub- 
lic School  Society  in  furnishing  the  requisite  facilities  for  the 
education  of  all  classes  of  children,  without  regard  to  religious 
distinctions  or  other  existing  impediments  to  their  instruction. 

23.  On  the  2Gth  of  May  the  Legislature,  by  a  nearly  unan- 
imous vote,  passed  an  act,  in  conformity  with  the  recommen- 
dation of  Secretary  Spexcer,  amendatory  of  the  connnon- 
school  law,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  General  Deputy- 
Superintendent  for  the  State,  and  the  election  of  county  superin- 
tendents in  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  by  the  Boards  of 
Supervisors  respectively.  Under  the  provision  of  this  act, 
Samuel  S.  Randall,  of  Albany,  then  a  clerk  in  the  Superin- 
tendent's office,  was  appointed  General  Deputy-Superintendent 
by  Mr.  Spen'CER.  A  liberal  appropriation  was  also  made  for  the 
support  of  an  educational  journal  conducted  by  Francis  Dwight 
of  Ontario. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Administration-  of  Governor  Seward.  —  Bcrning  of  the  Caroline. 
—  Trial  and  Acquittal  of  Alexander  ]\[cLeod.  —  Instruction 
OF  Foreign  and  Catholic  Children. —  Ward  Schools  in  New 
York.  —  Fina.nces  of  the  State,  —  The  Virginia  Controversy. 

1.  In  the  early  part  of  January,  Alexander  McLeod,  a  resi- 
1S41    ^^^^^       Chi[)pewa,  in  Canada,  while  visiting  Lewiston, 
ill  Niagara  County,  openly  avowed  his  compHcity  in  the 
burning  of  the  Caroline,  and  the  murder  of  James  Durfoe,  one 
of  its  crew,  on  the  night  of  tlie  2Uth  of  December,  18.'j7.  He 

Report  of  Sivrotary  Sponcer  on  the  educational  system  of  New  York 
City.  —  Amendment  of  the  common-school  law.  —  County  superintendents. 
—  District-school  journal.      _       -  ' 
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was  at  once  arrested,  and  committed  to  the  jail  at  Lockport, 
on  a  criminal  cji.irge,  aa  indictment  found  against  him  for  the 
murder  of  Dmfec,  and  a  civil  suit  commenced  against  him  by 
the  owner  of  the  Caioline  for  damages  sustained  by  its  destruc- 
tion. The  British  Minister  at  "Washington,  Mr.  Fox,  on  learn- 
ing the  facts,  immediately  demanded  his  release  by  the  American 
Government,  avowing  and  justifying  the  seizure  and  destruction 
of  the  Caroline  as  the  act  of  the  British  Government. 

2.  In  reply  to  tliis  demand,  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Web- 
ster, informed  Mr.  Fox  that  the  national  government  had  no 
authority  to  interfere  with  the  judicial  proceedings  of  a  State ; 
that  the  case  was  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  and  that,  in  his  judgment, 
that  tribunal  would  concur  with  himself  in  the  opinion,  that,  in 
view  of  the  avowal  made  by  the  British  Government,  the  prisoner 
should  be  released. 

3.  The  case  was  argued  in  the  Supreme  Court,  at  its  August 
term,  in  Utica,  by  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  United  States  District 
Attorney  for  the  Northern  District  of  New  York,  in  behalf 
of  McLeod,  and  xVttorney-General  Willis  Hall  in  behalf  of 
the  State.  The  counsel  for  the  j)risoncr,  in  a  masterly  argu- 
ment, contended  that  the  actual  existence  of  a  state  of  war  on 
the  northern  frontier,  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the 
offence,  whether  formally  recognized  by  the  respective  govern- 
ments or  not,  justified  the  prisoner  in  obeying  the  orders  of  his 
comnianding  ofhcer,  and  that  the  sole  resi)onsibility  for  the  con- 
sequences rested  upon  the  Britush  Government. 

4.  The  Court,  however,  concurred  with  Justice  Cowex,  who 
delivered  its  opinion  adverse  to  the  application  for  the  release 
of  McLeod,  and  remanded  him  for  trial  at  a  special  circuit  in 
Oneida  County,  before  Judge  Gridley,  of  the  Fifth  Jiidiclal 
District,  where  he  was  acquitted,  after  an  extended  and  exciting 
trial,  on  full  pruof  of  his  entire  innocence  of  the  charge,  —  his 
confession  having  been  made  in  a  mere  spirit  of  boastfuliiess 
and  drunken  bravado.  Thus  terminated  an  investigation  which 
at  one  time  threatened  to  result  in  serious  national  complications. 

Arrc-t  of  Alexander  McLeod  for  the  burniiifx  of  the  Caroline.  — Dcnaand 
of  the  British  Government  fur  his  release.  —  Keply  of  Mr.  Webster.  —  De- 
tioioQ  of  the  Supreme  Court.  —  Trial  and  acquittal  of  McLeod. 


(    ,  41"  » 


250 


SEVENTH  PERIOD, 


5.  On  the  3d  of  January,  1842,  the  Leghilaturc 
assembled.    Governor  Seward,  after  again  rcfcrrinLr  t 
the  controversy  with  Virginia,  and  caUing  the  attention  of 
Leofislature  to  a  retaliatoiT  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  t!' .-. 
State  calcidated  to  embarrass  our  coasting  trade,  renewed  i.  • 
recommendation  for  such  a  distribution  of  the  pubhc-scln  >  : 
money  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  to  allow  the  chUdren  >  ! 
foreigners  and  Catholics  to  participate  in  the  bounty  of  the  Stat. 

6.  "  Tliis  proposition,"  he  observes,  ''to  gather  the  yuu:.,- 
from  the  streets  and  wharves  into  the  nurseries  which  the  Staiv . 
solicitous  for  her  security  against  ignorance,  has  prepared  f-r 
them,  has  sometimes  been  treated  as  a  device  to  appropriut.? 
the  school  fund  to  the  endowment  of  seuiinaries  for  teaciun,' 
languages  and  faiths,  thus  to  perpetuate  the  prejudices  it  seeks  i  - 
remove;  sometimes  as  a  scheme  for  dividing  that  precious  fiii.  1 
among  a  hundred  jarring  sects,  and  thus  increasing  the  religi<'i:> 
animosities  it  strives  to  heal ;  sometimes  as  a  plan  to  subvert 
the  prevailing  religion,  and  introduce  one  repugnant  to  the  o<\\- 
sciences  of  our  fellow-citizens  ;  while,  in  truth,  it  simply  propose  -, 
by  enlightening  equally  tlie  minds  of  all,  to  enable  them  to  dett  lI. 
error  wherever  it  may  exist,  and  to  reduce  uucongenial  masses 
into  one  intelligent,  virtuous,  harmonious,  and  happy  people. 

7.  "  Being  now  relieved  from  all  such  misconceptions,  it  pre- 
sents the  questions,  whether  it  is  wiser  and  more  humane  to 
educate  the  offspring  of  the  poor  than  to  leave  them  to  gro\v 
up  in  ignorance  andAice;  whetlier  juvende  vice  is  more  easily 
eradicated  by  the  Court  of  Sessions  than  by  common  schools  ; 
whether  parents  have  a  right  to  be  heard  concerning  the  instruc- 
tion and  instructors  of  their  children,  and  tax-payers  in  relatit  u 
to  the  expenditure  of  public  funds  ;  whether,  in  a  Eepublicau 
government,  it  is  necessary  to  interpose  an  independent  corpora- 
tion between  the  people  and  the  schoolmaster;  and  whether  it 
is  wise  and  just  to  disfranchise  an  entire  community  of  all  con- 
trol over  public  education,  rather  than  suffer  a  part  to  be  repre- 
sented in  proportion  to  its  numbers  and  contributions." 

8.  The  value  of  the  endowments  of  the  colleges  and  acridemi<  -i 
of  the  State  was  stated  at  .^  2,175,731,  with  an  annual  inct»m') 
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of  8^7,165  ;  and  the  productive  capital  of  the  common-school 
fund  at  $2,175,731,  with  an  annual  income  of  $201,000,  ex- 
<'lnsive  of  public  lands  valued  at  $  200,000,  and  the  principal  of 
tiie  United  States  Deposit  Fund.  The  entire  capital  perma- 
noutly  invested  for  the  support  of  education,  including  the 
literature,  common-school,  and  United  States  Deposit  Fund, 
and  school  edifices,  was  estimated  at  $  10,500,000. 

9.  The  net  revenue  from  the  State  canals,  after  deducting  all 
expenditures  during  the  preceding  year,  was  stated  at  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  dollars,  and  the  permanent  public  debt  for  their 
construction  at  $  15,540,530.  The  prosecution  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  completion  of  the  Genesee 
Valley  and  Black  River  Canals  were  also  urged.  The  cost  of 
all  the  public  works  of  internal  improvement  then  in  progress, 
including  two  thirds  of  the  expense  of  constructing  the  New 
York  and  Erie  Railroad,  was  estimated  at  8  36,589,379,  and 
the  entire  value  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  State  at  seven 
hundred  millions. 

10.  The  whole  number  of  school  districts  in  the  State,  as  ap- 
peared from  the  annual  report  of  the  acting  Superintendent, 
was  10,886,  and  the  numl)er  of  children  nnder  instruction 
over  six  hundred  thousand.  The  whole  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended during  the  preceding  year  for  the  payment  of  the  wages 
of  teachers  w.-xs  upwards  of  one  million  of  dollars,  of  which 
about  one  half  was  contributed  by  parents  on  rate  bills,  and 
the  residue  from  the  public  funds.  There  were  upwards  of 
six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  volumes  in  the  several  district- 
school  libraries  of  the  State. 

11.  The  Acting  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  (S.  S.  Rax- 
dall)  recommended  such  a  modification  of  the  system  of  public 
education  in  New  York  City  as  would  combine  the  acknowledged 
excellency  of  that  system,  as  administered  by  the  Public-School 
Society,  with  its  extension  to  that  large  class  of  children  now 
virtually  excluded  from  its  benefits,  thus  fully  carrying  out  the 
enlightened  viev/s  of  the  Governor  in  this  rcs[)oct,  while  preserv- 
ing the  system  from  the  perils  of  sectarian  intluencQS.  Azauiah 
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C.  Fu^-GG  \vas,  on  the  Ttli  of  February,  elected  Comptrollt  r ; 
Samuel  Young,  Secretaiy  of  Stut3  and  Superintendent  of  Cmi. 
mon  Schools  ;  and  George  P.  Barker,  of  Erie,  Attorney-Gciicr  .l 

12.  The  financial  condition  of  the  State  at  this  time  was  siu  'i 
as  to  excite  general  apprehension  and  alarm.  Heavy  loans  ii-i  I 
become  necessary  in  order  to  discharge  the  pressing  claims  iipt  !i 
the  treasury  for  the  payment  of  contractors  and  laborers  on  the 
numerous  public  works  in  progress  ;  and  a  temporary  suspension 
of  those  works,  and  the  imposition  of  a  State  tax  of  one  mill 
on  the  dollar,  were  recommended  by  the  Comptroller  as  the  only 
means  of  extrication  from  these  embarrassments.  Bills  were 
accordingly  reported,  in  accordance  with  these  views,  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  ;  and,  after  full  discussion,  an  ai  t 
embodying  these  provisions  became  a  law  on  the  20th  of  March. 

13.  On  the  11th  of  April  the  tw^o  Houses  adopted  a  joint 
resolution  in  reference  to  the  Virginia  controversy,  declaring 
that  stealing  a  slave,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Virginia,  was  a 
crime  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  directing  tli(^ 
Governor  to  transmit- such  resolution  to  the  Executive  of  that 
State.  Governor  Scward,  on  the  ensuing  day,  transmitted  a 
message,  in  which,  after  reiterating  his  previous  views  on  tho 
subject,  he  declined  a  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the 
Legislature,  accompanied  by  the  snggestion  that  some  other 
agent  than  himself  shoidd  be  selected  as  the  organ  of  com- 
munication. The  Legislature,  without  taking  further  action  in 
the  matter,  adjourned^o  the  IGth  of  August  for  the  division  of 
the  State  into  congressional  districts. 

14.  Previous  to  the  adjournment,  however,  an  act  was  passed, 
authf)rizing  tho  election  of  two  commissioners  in  each  of  tlit? 
wards  of  the  city  of  New  York,  constituting  a  Board  of 
Education  in  that  city,  with  authority  to  establish  schools, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Public  School  Society,  to  pro- 
vide the  requisite  facilities  for  the  instruction  of  the  children 
therein.  Under  this  act,  several  additional  schools  were  organ- 
ized, and  two  independent  systems  of  public  schools  were  in 
operation. 
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15.  During  the  summer  and  fall  of  this  year,  "William  C. 
i'.'.H'CK,  of  Schoharie,  was  renominated  by  the  Democratic  State 
Convention  as  a  candidate  for  Governor,  and  Daniel  S.  Dick- 
inson, of  Broome,  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  Luther  Buadisii, 
of  Franklin,  received  the  AYhig  nomination  for  Governor,  and 
Gadriel  Furman,  of  New  York,  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  On 
the  4th  of  July  the  celebration  of  the.  completion  of  the 
lYoton  Aqueduct,  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  took  place  in  that  city  with  imposing  ceremonies. 

1 6.  The  November  elections  resulted  in  the  complete  triumph 
of  the  Democratic  party,  by  a  majority  of  nearly  twenty-two 
thousand  for  Colonel  Bouck  and  Mr.  Dickinson  over  the  Whig 
candidates,  and  the  return  of  a  large  Democratic  majority  in 
l}otii  branches  of  the  Leiiislature.  Alvan  Stewart,  of  Oneida, 
received  about  seven  thousand  votes  as  the  candidate  of  the 
Abolitionists  for  Governor. 


CHAPTER  YIIL 

Admivistrattox  of  "U'illiam  C.  Bouck.  —  Geological  Survey.  — 
State  Xoumal  ScriooL.  —  Enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal. — 
Anti-Rent  Distlrhances. 

\.  Governor  Bouck's  first  message,  in  Januarv,  1843, 
took  strong  grounds  in  favor  of  the  legislative  interpre- 
tation of  the  principles  involved  in  the  Virginia  controversy, 
and  of  the  policy  of  a  gradual  resumption  of  the  public  works 
of  internal  improvement,  including  the  Erie  Canal  enlargement. 
Lyman  SANFor.D,  of  Schoharie,  was  appointed  Adjutant-General ; 
Henry  Storms,  of  New  York,  Commissary-General :  and  Edwin 
Cruswell  was  reappointed  State  Printer.  Silas  Wright  was, 
on  the  7th  of  February,  re-elected  United  States  Senator  for  the 
ensuing  six  years. 

2.  Several  years  previous  the  Governor  had,  by  law,  been 
directed  to  cause  a  geological  survey  of  the  State  to  be  made» 
and  the  results  of  such  survey,  under  the  direction  of  eminent 
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State  geologists  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  be  publislici. 
During  the  preceding  session,  the  geologists,  including  Profc-^s. 
Beck,  James  Hall,  and  Ebexezeii  Emmons,  of  Albany,  hud  r.  r^ 
warded  elaborate  reports  of  their  proceedings,  in  ten  volunu  n. 
accompanied  with  suitable  illustrations  and  engravings,  to  the 
Legislature;  and  three  thousand  copies  of  each  were  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  distri- 
bution to  the  State  officers  and  members  of  the  Legislature. 

3.  Colonel  Young,  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  13th  of  ]\Iarch 
of  the  present  year  transmitted  a  communication  to  the  Sen- 
ate, declining  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  deeming' 
it  unconstitutional  on  the  gTound  that  it  had  failed  to  receive 
the  assent  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 
House.  He  also  commented,  Avith  great  asperity,  upon  similar 
violations  of  the  Constitution  by  the  Legislature  in  the  creaticii 
of  State  stocks  and  the  grants  of  public  money.  "  Millions  of 
outstanding  stocks,"  he  observed,  "  are  now  impending  over  tlie 
State,  which  were  created  by  laws  iu  clear  and  direct  hostility 
with  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Constitution  ;  null  and  void  iu 
their  incejition,  and  imposing  not  even  the  shadow  of  a  uiunJ 
obligation  for  the  fidtilment  of  their  ostensible  demands." 

4.  On  the  reception  of  this  communication  an  excited  debate 
sprung  up,  followed  by  the  otfer  of  several  resolutions,  decLir- 
atory  of  the  obligations  of  the  State  sacredly  to  fulfil  all  its 
contracts,  without  regard  to  any  technical  hiformality  in  their 
inception.  Lieutenant-Governor  Dickinson,  in  giving  his  cast- 
ing vote  on  these  resolutions,  reviewed  with  gTeat  severity  and 
ability  the  positions  assiuned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  an 
angiy  newspaper  controversy  was  for  some  time  kept  up  between 
these  two  officers.  The  Secretary,  however,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  his  official  term,  steadfastly  maintained  his  determination 
to  decline  a  compliance  with  the  law. 

5.  Mr.  Calvin  T.  Hulduud,  of  St.  Lawrence,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Colleges,  Academies,  and  Conunon  Schools,  sub- 
mitted to  the  As^;embly  an  able  report,  recommending  various 
improvements  and  UK  ditications  of  the  common-school  system, 
m  accordance  with  the  suirgestions  of  Superintendent  Vounu  in 
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his  annual  report,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  one  for  the 
cst<ablishmei!t  of  a  State  Normal  School  for  the  education  of 
teachers,  were,  on  the  16th  of  April,  approved  by  the  Legis- 
Uture,  and  incorporated  into  the  law ;  after  which  the  Legis- 
lature adjourned. 

6.  During  the  spring  of  this  year,  the  death  of  Smith  Thomp- 
son, of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  occurred  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Poughkecpsie,  and  suitable  testimonials  of  his  high 
character  and  eminent  services,  both  to  the  State  and  Union, 
were  offered.  The  Hon.  Samuel  Nelson,  Chief-Justice  of  the 
Supreme^ Court  of  New  York,  was  appointed  by  the  President 
as  his  successor.  The  November  elections  resulted  in  a  renewed 
triumph  of  the  Demccratic  party  in  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, 

7.  On  the  reassembling  of  the  Legislature  in  January, 
1844-,  Governor  Bouck  stated  the  public  debt  of  the  State 

at  $23,847,162,  requiring  an  annual  interest  of  $  1,377,261. 
The  revenue  from  the  canals  during  the  preceding  year  was 
about  two  millions  of  dollars.  A  cautious  and  economical  pro- 
gress in  the  public  works  was  recommended  ;  and  a  gratifying 
exhibit  submitted  of  the  pros[)erity  and  advancement  of  the 
common  schools  and  other  literary  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State.  Samuel  Beardsley,  of  Oneida,  was  appointed  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Coiu-t,  in  the  place  of  Esek  Cowen, 
deceased. 

8.  Mr.  Hulburd,  from  the  Committee  on  Colleges,  Academies 
and  Common  Schools,  on  the  2 2d  of  March  submitted  a  report 
recommending  the  establishment  and  organization  of  a  State 
Normal  School  at  Albany  for  the  education  and  proper  prepa- 
ration of  teachers  ;  on  the  7th  of  May  thereafter,  an  act 
was  passed  in  accordance  with  the  report;  and  on  the  1st  of 
June,  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  Samuel  Young, 
Alonzo  P<jttfr,  WiLLLVM  H.  Camprell,  Gideon  Hawley, 
and  Francis  Dwioiit,  were  appointed  an  Executive  Committee, 
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for  the  organization  and  management  of  such  school.  Dav::. 
P.  Page,  of  Massachusetts,  was  appointed  Principal,  and  iho 
school  was  opened  on  the  18th  of  December. 

9.  On  the  23d  of  April,  Horatio  Seymour,  of  Oneida,  from 
the  x\ssembly  Committee  on  Canals  and  Internal  Improvements, 
made  an  able  report,  concluding  with  the  introduction  of  a 
authorizing  and  directing  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  proceed 
with  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal,  to  such  extent  as  the 
interests  of  the  State  might  require,  and  the  means  at  its  dis- 
posal justify.  This  bill,  after  mature  consideration,  received  tho 
sanction  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  became  a  law. 
A  loan  of  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  also  authorized  for 
the  payment  of  canal  damages,  and  the  fulfilment  of  contracts. 

10.  Joint  resolutions  of  both  Houses  were  adopted,  providing: 
for  such  amendments  of  the  Constitution  as  should  provide  that 
no  expenditures  for  internal  improvements,  or  other  public  pur- 
poses, should  thereafter  be  made,  without  the  appropriation  of 
specific  funds,  by  State  tax  or  otherwise,  for  defraying  their 
cost,  and  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to 
each  branch  of  the  Legislature  ;  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  judi- 
cial officers,  except  for  cause ;  for  the  abolition  of  property 
qualifications  for  any  elective  office  ;  and  for  the  appointment  of 
additional  chancellors  and  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.  An 
act  was  also  passed,  restricting  the  number  of  Canal  Commis- 
sioners to  four,  and  making  them- elective  by  the  people. 

11.  On  the  27th  of  May  the  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion at  Baltimore  placed  in  nomination  James  K.  Polk  of 
Tennessee  for  President,  and  George  M.  Dallas  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  Vice-President.  Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky  and 
Theodore  Frelixgiiuysex  of  New  Jersey  were  the  candidates 
of  the  Whig  party.  President  Vax  Burex's  refusal  to  commit 
himself  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States  was  supposed  to  have  prevented  his  renomination.  Jame.s 
G.  Birxey  was  the  candidate  of  the  Abolitionists. 

12.  During  the  winter  of  this  year,  serious  disturbances  had 
occurred  in  consequence  of  the  refiisal  of  the  tenants  of  the 
late  patroon,  Stephen  Van  liensselaer,  to  fulfil  the  obligations 


Enlar^roment  of  tlie  Erie  Canal.  —  Proposed  amendments  of  the  Consti- 
tution. —  JSoiniuation  for  the  presidency. 


I 


.1) 


ANTI-RENT  DISTURBANCES. 


257 


of  their  respective  leases.  In  many  instances  the  interference 
of  the  military  became  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  legal 
process  for  this  purpose,  and  numerous  outrages  upon  the 
oihcers  of  the  laws  were  committed.  In  the  counties  of  Albany, 
Kensselaer,  Delawai-e,  Columbia,  and  Greene,  an  organized  re- 
sistance tx>  these  demands  was  made,  and  legal  process  was 
oi^enly  set  at  defiance. 

13.  Independently,,  however,  of  those  citizens  w^ho  thus  ar- 
rayed themselves  in  open  opposition  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  residents  on  the  Van  Rens- 
selaer manor  fc]t  themselves  seriously  aggrieved  by  the  de- 
mands of  their  present  landlords,  under  the  provisions  of 
ancient  leases,  which  for  more  than  a  century  had  been  suffered 
to  lie  m  abeyance,  and  the  revival  and  enforcement  of  which, 
after  so  long  a  period,  threatened  them  with  inevitable  ruin. 
They  demanded  legislative  relief  from  this  state  of  things,  and 
carried  their  grievances  to  the  polls. 

In  addition  to  this  political  organization,  whose  increas- 
ing numbers  gave  to  it  a  prominent  influence,  the  Native- 
American  party  suddenly  sprang  into  existence  at  about  this 
period,  and  from  a  local  importance,  occasioned  by  the  great 
influx  of  foreigners  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  their  weight 
in  the  election  of  city  officers,  soon  diffused  itself  over  the 
State  and  nation.  Its  political  aim  was  the  exclusion  from 
public  office  of  all  persons  of  foreign  V)irth. 

15.  At  the  November  elections,  Silas  Wright,  of  St.  Law- 
rence, was  elected  Governor,  and  Addisox  Gardiner  of  Mon- 
roe, late  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Circuit,  Lieutenant-Governor,  by  a 
large  majority,  over  Millard  Fillmore  of  Eric  and  Samuel  J. 
WiLKiN'  of  Oranfre,  together  with  a  decided  Democratic  ma- 
jority in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  James  K.  Polk  and 
George  M.  Dallas,  after  an  animated  and  exciting  political 
campaign,  were  elected  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  by  electoral  majorities  of  sixty-five,  over  Henry 
Clay  and  Mr.  Frelingiiuysen. 

IG.  In  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Senators  Wright 
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and  Tallmadge,  Governor  Bouck,  in  December,  appointed 
Henry  A.  Foster  of  Oneida,  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Danu  i, 
S,  Dickinson,  of  Broome,  as  United  States  Senators,  for  tlio 
unexpired  terras  respectively.  T'he  proposed  amendments  t-> 
the  Constitution  in  reference  to  the  prosecution  of  the  publir 
works,  and  the  finances  of  the  State,  and  other  objects,  bavin:: 
received  tbe  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  people  at  the  recent 
election,  vere  again  remitted  to  the  ensuing  Legislature  for 
final  adoption. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Administr-vtio^^  of  Silas  Wright.  —  Intek5-al  LArPKOVEMEjrTS. — 
Caxal  Enlakgkmlnt.  —  Common   Schools.  —  Anti-Rext  Oct- 

BAGES.  PkOCLAMATION  OF  MaRTIAL  LaW.  TrIAL  AND  CONVIC- 
TION OF   THE   ISSIRGENT    LeaDLKS.  RaILROADS    AND  MaGNETIC- 

Telegraph  Wires. 

1.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January,  18-15, 

Governor  Wright  recommended  a  steadv  adherence  to 
1845  " 

the  legislative  policy  of  18i2,  in  reference  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  public  Avorks,  and  the  incorporation  of  that  policy 
as  a  permanent  part  of  tbe  State  Constitution.  After  presenting 
a  clear  exhibit  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  State,  and  its  vari- 
ous literary  and  charitable  institutions,  he  thus  adverts  specially 
to  the  funds  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the  common  schools  :  — 

2.  "  Few  if  any  instances  are  upon  record,"  he  observes, 
"in  which  a  fund  of  this  description  has  been  admuiisi;ered  and 
its  bounties  dispensed,  thi-ough  a  period  of  forty  years,  with  so 
few  suspicions,  accusations,  or  complaints  of  the  interference  of 
either  political  or  reliirioiis  biases  to  disturb  the  equal  balance  by 
which  its  benefits  should  be  extended  to  our  whole  population. 
This  should  continue  as  it  has  been. 

3.  "Our  school  fund  is  not  instituted  to  make  our  children 
and  youth  either  [):irtisans  in  politics  or  sectarians  in  religion, 
but  to  give  them  education,  intelligence,  sound  principles,  good 
moral  habits,  and  a  free  and  independent  spirit ;  in  short,  to 
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make  them  American  freemen  and  American  citizens,  and  to  | 
qualify  them  to  judge  and  choose  for  themselves  in  matters  of  | 
:    j;»oIitics,  religion,  and  government.  \ 

4.  "  Such  an  administration  of  the  fund  as  shall  be  calculated  \ 
-   to  render  this  qualification  the  most  perfect  for  the  mature 

:   minds,  with  the  fewest  influences  tending  to  bias  the  judgment 

■  or  incline  the  choice,  will  be  the  most  cousonnnt  with  our  duties 
and  with  the  best  interests  of  our  constituents.    Under  such  an 

•  administration,  education  will  flourish  most,  and  the  peace  and  i 
;   harmony  of  society  be  best  preserved. 

5.  "  No  public  fund  of  the  State  is  so  unpretending,  yet  so 
I  all-pervading ;  so  little  seen,  yet  so  universally  felt ;  so  mild  in 

*  its  exactions,  yet  so  bountiful  in  its  benefits ;  so  little  feared  or 
'  courted,  and  yet  so  powerful,  as  this  fund  for  the  support  of 

;  common  schools.    The  other  funds  act  upon  the  secular  inter- 
'  ests  of  society,  its  business,  its  pleasures,  its  pride,  its  passions, 
;  its  vices,  its  misfortunes.    This  acts  upon  its  mind  and  its 
morals. 

6.  **  Education  is  to  free  institutions  what  bread  is  to  human 
life,  —  the  stafl:' of  their  existence.  The  office  of  this  fund  is  to 
open  and  warm  the  soil,  and  sow  the  seed  which  the  element  of 
freedom  must  grow  and  ripen  into  maturity ;  and  the  health  or 
sickliness  of  the  growth  will  measure  the  extent  and  security  of 

!  our  liberties.    The  thankfulness  we  owe  to  those  who  have  gone 
before  us  for  the  institution  of  this  fund,  for  its  constitutional 
protection,  and  for  its  safe  and  prudent  administration  hitherto, 
we  can  best  repay  by  imitating  their  example,  and  improving 
'  upon  their  work  as  the  increased  means  placed  in  our  hands  j 
;  shall  give  us  ability."  j 

7.  The  Governor  informed  the  Legislature  that  resistance  to  i 

■  the  law  and  its  officers  in  the  anti-rent  districts  had  been  re-  i 
ncwed,  in  forms  and  under  circumstances  of  the  deepest  aggra-  ] 

,  vation ;  and  that  organized  bands  of  men,  disguised  as  savages,  * 
;'  with  arms  in  their  hands,  had  bidden  defiance  to  the  law,  its  I 
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8.  ""While  the  question  between  the  proprietors  and  the 
tenants,"  he  observes,  "  was  whether  the  leasehold  tenure^ 
should  be  perpetuated,  or  the  rents  should  be  commuted  upon 
fair  and  reasonable  terms,  and  fee-simple  titles  given  upon  the 
payment  of  a  capital  in  money,  which,  invested  at  a  stipulated 
rate,  woidd  reproduce  the  rents  to  the  landlord,  the  controversy 
was  one  in  which  the  feelings  and  syrnpatliies  of  our  people 
were  deeply  enlisted,  and  strongly  inclining  in  favor  of  tlio 
tenants. 

9.  "  Then  the  question  was  not  whether  rights  of  property 
are  to  be  trampled  upon,  the  obligations  of  contracts  violently 
resisted,  the  laws  of  the  State  set  at  defiance,  the  peace  of  society 
disturbed,  and  human  life  sacrificed ;  but  in  what  way  contracts 
onerous  in  their  exactions  and  tenures,  in  their  nature  and  char- 
acter uncongenial  with  the  habits  and  opinions  of  our  people, 
could  be  peaceably  and  justly  and  constitutionally  modified  to 
meet  the  changed  circumstances  of  the  times. 

10.  "  Then  I  might  have  invited  your  careful  attention  to  the 
considerations  growing  out  of  these  issues  ;  but  I  feel  precluded 
from  discussions  of  this  character  by  the  extravagant  and  inde- 
fensible position  given  to  the  controversy  by  the  unlawful  antl 
violent  proceedings  of  those  who  assume  the  charge  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  tenants  involved  in  this  litigation."  He 
accordingly  recommended  the  enactment  of  stringent  penal  laws 
for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  all  outrages  of  this  nature, 
which  was  promptly  complied  with  by  the  Legislature  at  an  early 
period  of  the  session. 

11.  On  the  first  Tuesday  in  February,  Azahiah  C.  Flagg  was 
reappomted  Comptroller ;  Nathaniel  S.  Ben'tox,  of  Herkimer, 
ap[X)inted  Secretary  of  State  and  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,,  in  place  of  Colonel  Young ;  and  John  Van  Buren,  of 
Albany,  Attorney -General,  in  place  of  ^Ir.  Barker.  Greene  C. 
Bronson.  of  Oneida,  was  appointed  Chief-Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  On  the  2.3th  of  Februan,',  General  John  A.  Dix 
was  chosen  United  States  Senator,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term 
of  Governor  Wuigiit,  and  Lieutenant-Govenior  Daniel  S.  Dick- 
inson for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  Senator  Tallmadge  and 
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for  the  Ml  term  succeeding.  Governor  Marcy  was  soon  after- 
wards appointed,  by  the  President,  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
United  States. 

12.  The  various  constitutional  amendments  proposed  hv  the 
last  Legislature  and  ratified  by  the  popular  vote,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  providing  for  the  abolition  of  property  qualifi- 
cations for  elective  ofiicers  and  prohibiting  the  removal  of 
judicial  officers  without  just  cause,  failed  to  secure  the  requisite 
constitutional  majorities  in  both  Houses.  A  bill  was  accord- 
ingly»  on  the  13th  of  March,  introduced  in  the  AsscmV)ly  by 
Mr.  Grain,  of  Herkimer,  providing  for  the  call  of  a  State  Cox- 
VENTION  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Coustitution,  which,  after  a 
series  of  animated  discuvssions  and  debates  in  both  Houses, 
finally  became  a  law,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  pco])Ie  at 
the  ensuing  election. 

13.  At  a  late  period  in  the  session,  an  act  was  passed  in  both 
Houses  appropriating  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand 
dollars  from  the  revenues  of  the  canals  for  the  completion  of 
such  portions  of  the  enlarged  Erie,  Black  River,  and  Gcneseo 
Valley  Canals,  and  Such  repairs  to  other  public  works  as  may  Ik; 
requii-ed  by  the  interests  of  the  State.  This  bill  encountered  a 
veto  from  Governor  Wright,  chiefly  upon  the  i^round  <>f  the  in- 
compatibility of  some  of  its  details  with  the  legi.slative  ]><«Hey 
of  the  act  of  184:2,  which  had  received  the  sanction  of  the 
popular  vote,  and  failed  to  obtain  the  requisite  constitutional 
majority. 

14.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  penalties  of  the  act  recently 
passed  for  the  prevention  of  anti-rent  outmges,  great  exeiteuient 
and  alarm  still  prevailed  in  the  manor  counties.  In  ('(•hini))ia, 
diu-ing  the  summer  of  this  year,  several  outrages  were  conunit- 
ted  by  members  of  the  xVnti-Kent  associations  (lisL'iiise<l  as  In- 
dians. One  of  the  most  active  agents,  Dr.  HouLrliron,  was 
arrested,  tried,  convicted,  and  im[)risoned.  In  Delaw;ire  and 
Schoharie,  frequent  sanguinary  riots  took  place  ;  and  in  AuL'ust, 
Mr.  Steel,  a  deputy-sheritf,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  ollicial 
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duties,  was  attacked  by  an  armed  party  and  inhumanly  mur- 
dered. 

15.  So  numerous  and  daring  were  the  acts  of  lawless  violence 
perpetrated  by  these  men  in  Delaware  County,  that  application 
was  made  to  Governor  Wright  to  declare  the  county  in  a  state 
of  insurrection.  A  spirited  proclamation  was  immediately  issued 
by  the  Governor,  commanding  the  restoration  of  order  under 
severe  penalties,  and  ordering  out  a  sufficient  military  force  for 
the  protection  of  the  inhabitants.  A  special  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer  was  convened  by  Judge  xVmasa  J.  Parker,  several  con- 
victions obtained  by  Attorney-General  Van  Burex,  including 
two  of  a  capital  nature,  the  punishment  for  which  was  com- 
muted by  the  Governor  to  imprisonment  for  life. 

16.  In  December,  official  information  of  the  suppression  of 
the  insurrection  was  received,  and  the  proclamation  of  martial 
law  by  the  Governor  revoked.  The  ability  and  firmness  with 
which  the  executive  duties  were  performed  at  this  alarming  and 
difficult  crisis  commanded  the  general  approbation  and  admi- 
ration of  the  people  of  the  State.  The  fall  elections,  in  the 
mean  time,  had  resulted  in  the  usual  Democratic  majorities  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  approval  of  the  call 
for  a  State  Constitutional  Convention,  by  a  majority  of  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  votes. 

17.  From  the  period  of  the  construction  of  the  Albany  and 
Schenectady  Kailroad,  in  1830,  which  was  the  pioneer  of  this 
great  system  in  Now  York,  and  the  inception,  aided  by  the 
credit  of  the  State,  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  at  a 
later  period,  numerous  acts  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the 
construction  of  these  roads  l-»y  incorjxH'ated  companies  were 
passed,  and  in  every  section  of  the  State  wholly  or  partially  car- 
ried into  etTect.  The  Albany  and  Schenectady  road  was  com- 
pleted to  Utica,  where  it  was  soon  intersected  by  another  con- 
necting with  the  New  York  and  Erie  Road,  and  completing  the 
connection  between  New  York,  Butlalo,  and  Lake  Erie,  aad  the 
facilities  of  rapid  communication  between  these  points  was  in- 
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creased  by  the  construction  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Harlem 
liaih-oads  between  New  York  and  Albany. 

18.  During  the  present  and  succeeding  years  these  facilities 
were  immeasurably  increased  by  the  opening  of  magnetic-tele- 
graph lines  from  Washington,  through  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Albany,  to  Boston,  through  the  energy  and  genius  of  Profes- 
sor Morse  and  Henry  O'Ueilly  ;  and  other  similar  lines  fullowed 
in  quick  succession,  opening  instantaneous  communication  be- 
tween the  principal  towns  and  cities  of  the  State  and  Union. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Admimstratiov   of  Governor  Wright. —  State  Constitutional 
Convention.  —  Constitution  of  1846. — Free  Schools. 

I.  Governor  Wright,  in  his  message  to  the  Legisla- 

1846 

turo  of  18 40,  after  recapitulating  the  incidents  connected 
\N  ith  the  recent  Anti-Rent  outbreaks,  and  the  suppression  of  tho 
insurrectionary  movements  in  the  manor  counties,  recommended 
tho  abolition  of  the  process  of  distres.s  for  rents  hereui>er  to 
accrue,  the  taxation  of  the  landlords'  rents  as  income,  and  the 
restriction  of  all  leases  hereafter  to  be  executed  to  a  |»cri(ul  of 
live  or  ten  years.  The  State  clebt  was  estiniMted  at  s  K),!)  1 1,815, 
and  the  revenues  from  the  canals  during  the  preceding  year  at 
alvnt  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

*J.  The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Sv'hools  showed  an  increase  of  the  number  of  school  districts  in 
tho  State  to  upwards  of  eleven  thousand,  in  which  were  tauudit 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  pupils,  at  an  expense  of 
upwards  of  one  million  of  dollars,  nearly  half  of  which  was  con- 
tributed by  rate-bill.  Ninety-five  thousand  dollars  hail  boon 
oxivndod  in  the  purchase  of  school-district  libraries,  which 
numlvred  upwards  of  one  milHon  volumes.  iVcts  were  passed 
alvli>hin«_r  distress  for  rent  and  facilitating  the  legal  remedies 
by  re-entry  on  lands  for  its  non-[)aymeiit. 
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3.  On  the  first  day  of  June  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, the  members  of  which  had  been  elected  in  April, 
assembled  at  Albany,  and  organized  by  the  election  of  ci- 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  Tracy,  of  Chenango,  as  President, 
and  Francis  Starbuck,  of  Jefferson,  Henry  W.  Strong,  of 
Benssclaer,  and  Francis  Seger,  of  Lewis,  as  secretaries.  A 
committee  of  seventeen  was  appointed  for  the  distribution  of 
the  business  of  the  Convention,  Avho,  on  the  succeeding  d.iy, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  several  com- 
mittees charged  with  the  consideration  of  the  various  subjects 
presented  for  discussion  appointed. 

4.  No  material  alteration  of  the  existing  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  1821  was  made  in  the  organization  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department.  In  the  Legislative  Department,  the  only 
essential  change  was  made  in  the  requisition  of  the  election  of 
senators  for  a  period  of  two  years  by  single  senatorial  districts, 
and  of  members  of  the  Lower  House  by  single  Assembly  districts 
in  the  several  counties  of  the  State.  The  power  of  impeachment 
of  public  officers  was  vested  in  the  Assembly,  and  the  Senate 
and  judges  of  the  Conrt  of  Appeals,  presided  over  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, constituted  the  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  such 
impeachments. 

5.  Eight  judicial  districts  were  directed  to  be  constituted,  in 
each  of  which  four  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  vested  with 
legal  and  equitable  powers,  were  to  be  elected,  with  such  addi- 
tional number  in  the  district  composed  of  the  city  of  New  York 
as  its  population  might  from  time  to  time  require.  These 
judges  were  required  to  be  classified,  so  that  the  terms  of  each 
should  expire  once  in  every  eight  years,  after  the  first  classifi- 
cation. A  Court  of  Appeals  was  organized,  to  be  composed  of 
eight  judges,  four  to  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  entire  State 
for  the  term  of  eight  yeai*s,  and  the  remaining  four  to  be  selected 
from  the  class  of  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  having  tlie 
shortest  time  to  serve.  Provision  was  made  for  the  electiv^n  of 
one  of  these  justices  every  second  year,  and  for  the  appohitment 
of  a  Chief-Justice  from  their  number,  and  presiding  judges  at 
the  general  terms,  in  the  several  District  Courts,  and  also  for 
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the  establishment  of  circuit  courts  and  courts  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner in  the  several  counties. 

6.  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal  were  made  removable  by  concurrent  resolution  of 
l)oth  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  two  thirds  of  all  the  mem- 
l)ers  elected  to  the  Assembly  and  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
concurring.  All  other  judicial  officers,  except  Justices  of  the 
Peace  and  judges  or  justices  of  inferior  courts  not  of  record, 
were  made  removable  for  cause  to  be  stated,  by  the  Senate  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  after  a  full  opportunity 
for  defence.  In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  judge,  tlie 
Governor  was  authorized  to  supply  such  vacancy  by  appoint- 
ment until  the  next  ensuing  election. 

7.  A  county  judge  was  required  to  be  elected  once  in  foiur 
years,  in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  State  except  New  York, 
for  the  holding  of  county  courts,  and,  with  two  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  of  Courts  of  Sessions,  and  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  Surrogate,  when  the  population  of  the  county  was  less 
than  forty  thousand.  Justices  of  the  Peace  were  made  elective 
by  the  people  of  the  several  towns  for  a  term  of  four  years  each. 
Tribunals  of  Conciliation  were  authorized  for  the  voluntary 
settlement  of  litigated  cases,  and  provision  was  made  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  for  the  revision  of  practice  and 
pleading  in  the  several  courts  of  the  State,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  legislatures.  Sheriffs,  county  clerks,  district- 
attorneys,  and  coroners  were  to  be  elected  in  the  several  counties 
for  a  terra  of  three  years  respectively. 

8.  The  Comptroller,  Secretary  of  State,  Treasurer,  Attorney- 
General,  State  Engineer,  and  Surveyor  were  required  to  be  cho- 
sen by  the  electors  of  the  State  at  the  general  election,  once  in 
every  two  years.  Three  Canal  Commissioners  and  three  In- 
spectors of  State  Prisons  were  to  be  also  elected  in  the  SJimo 
manner,  one  of  their  number  to  be  annually  chosen  for  the 
term  of  three  years.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  Secretary  of 
State,  Comptroller,  Treasurer,  Attorney-General,  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly,  and  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor  were  constituted 
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Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  ;  the  four  first  named  of  tlic^o 
officers  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  and,  in  conjunctifii 
with  the  Canal  Commissioners  and  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
the  Canal  Board. 

9.  After  defraying  the  expenses  of  collection,  superintendence, 
and  ordinary  repairs,  the  sum  of  one  million  three  hundred 
thousand  dollai-s  was  required  to  be  annually  set  apart  until 
the  first  day  of  June,  1855,  and  from  that  date  one  million 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually,  from  the  revenues  of 
the  State  canals,  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest and  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  canal  debt ;  and 
a  furtiier  annual  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  from  the  surplus  revenues  of  such  canals,  until  a  suf- 
ficient sum  had  been  provided  to  pay  the  whole  of  such  principal 
and  interest. 

10.  On  the  completion  of  such  payment,  the  sum  of  one  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars  was  required  to  be  annually  set  apart 
as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  redemp- 
tion of  the  principal  of  the  general  fund  debt,  including  the 
amount  due  on  loans  of  the  State  credit  to  railroad  companies, 
until  the  same  should  be  wholly  paid;  after  which,  and  after 
defraying  all  expenses  of  superintendence  and  repair  of  the 
canals,  such  sum,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
to  bo  annually  ajipropriatcd  from  ,thcir  surplus  revenues  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  general  fund,  as  should  be  required 
to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  State. 

11.  The  remainder  of  the  canal  revenues,  after  meeting  these 
various  appropriations,  was  authorized  to  be  applied,  in  such 
manner  as  tlie  Legislature  sliould  direct,  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  completion  of  the  Black  Ftiver  and 
Genesee  Valley  Canals.  Various  other  provisions  were  made  for 
the  occurrence  of  future  deficiencies  in  the  funds  of  the  State, 
for  the  payment  of  its  obligations,  and  the  support  of  the 
government.  All  appropriations  of  money  were  required  to  bo 
specifically  stated  in  the  acts  for  their  pi-ovlsion  ;  and  the  credit 
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of  the  State  forbiddon  to  be  loaned  to  or  in  aid  of  any  indi- 
vidual, assooiation,  or  corporation. 

12.  No  debt  was  thereafter  to  be  contracted  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  State,  unless  authorized  by  a  law  for  some  siu.ulc  speci- 
fied work  or  object,  and  unless  provision  at  the  same  time  were 
made  for  the  imposition  and  collection  of  an  annual  State  tax  for 
the  payment  of  the  accruing  interest,  and  the  extinguishment 
of  the  principal  of  said  debt  within  eighteen  years  thereafter ; 
nor  could  such  law  take  effect  until  it  should  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  of  the  State  at  a  general  election,  and  have 
received  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  at  said 
election  for  or  against  it.  Such  law,  after  such  ap[)roval,  might 
be  at  any  time  repcjded,  or  its  operation  suspended,  by  the 
Legislature,  with  the  exception  of  the  provision  tlierein  made 
for  the  collection  of  a  tax  to  defray  any  expenditures  in- 
curred. 

13.  No  such  law  was  allowed  to  be  submitted  to  the  people 
within  three  months  after  its  passage,  or  at  any  election,  wIk-u 
any  other  bill  or  any  j^roposition  for  the  amendment  of  the  C'<-n- 
stitution  should  have  been  so  submitted.  On  the  linal  passau'o 
of  any  bill  imposing,  continuing,  or  reviving  a  tax,  creatinL'  a 
debt  or  charge,  or  making,  continuing,  or  reviving  any  a[>propri- 
ation  of  public  money,  or  discharge  of  any  claim  or  dcnmnd  of 
the  State,  three  fifths  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  II«»ij!-o 
were  required  to  constitute  a  quorum,  and  the  ayes  ami  nocij  to 
be  taken  and  recorded  on  such  bill. 

14.  Corporations,  including  banking  and  other  associations 
were  authorized  to  be  formed  under  general  laws,  and  special  acts 
foi  this  purpose  were  prohibited,  except  for  municijiai  pur[K>scs 
and  in  cases  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature,  the 
object  of  such  corporations  cannot  be  attained  under  gt'iural 
laws.  Suspension  of  specie  payments  by  any  such  corjK 'ration 
or  association  was  prohibited  to  be  sanctioned  ur  in  any  nian- 
ner  allowed  by  the  Legislature  ;  all  bills  or  notes  put  in  circu- 
lation as  money  were  re(piired  to  be  registered,  and  amj'le  sc*- 

Loans  to  iiulividuals,  associations,  ur  cDriiorations. —  I\i.'>tri(;tioii.s  on  tiio 
contraction  of  State  dcl)ts.  —  Corporations  to  be  tbruicd  uiulcr  j^cncr.il  laws. 
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curity  for  their  redemption  in  specie  furnished  to  the  State,  an<i 
stockholders  made  individually  responsible  for  any  deficiency. 

15.  The  capitals  of  the  Common-School,  Literature,  and  Unite  I 
States  Deposit  Funds,  were  respectively  to  be  preserved  inviolate, 
and  their  revenues  applied  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  their  en  a- 
tion.  The  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  directed  to  l  o 
annually  applied  from  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  Deposit 
Fund  to  the  increase  of  the  capital  of  the  Common-School  Fund 

1 6.  The  Legislature  was  directed  to  provide  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  cities  and  incorporated  villages,  and  so  to  restrict  their 
powers  of  taxation,  assessment,  borrowing  money,  contractinL: 
debts,  and  loaning  their  credit,  as  to  prevent  abuses  in  such  as- 
sessment, contracts,  and  loans, 

1 7.  Provisions  were  made  for  future  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution by  the  Legislature,  with  the  approbation  of  the  people 
at  elections,  general  or  special ;  and  also  for  the  calling  of  a 
State  Convention  for  that  purpose  at  the  general  election  in 
1866,  and  in  each  twentieth  year  thereafter. 

18.  During  the  session  of  this  Convention  the  first  move- 
tnent  was  made  for  the  establishment  of  Free  Schools  through- 
out the  State.  With  the  exception  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  several  common  schools  were  supported  in  great  part  I'v 
local  taxation  and  the  payment  of  rate-bills  for  teachers'  wages, 
after  deducting  the  share  of  public  money  apportioned  to  eacii, 
amounting  to  considerably  less  than  half  the  amount  annually 
required  In  the  smallest  and  poorest  localities,  where  educa- 
tion was  most  needed,  the  contributions  from  the  State  fund 
were  the  most  meagre. 

19.  On  the  ir)th  of  June,  Mr.  Robert  Campbell,  of  Otsego, 
offered  a  resolution  in  the  convention  inquiring  into  the  prev 
priety  of  a  constitutional  provision  for  the  establishment  of 
such  a  system  of  common  schools  as  would  enable  every  child 
in  the  State  to  secure  the  benefits  of  a  good  education.  This 
resolution,  with  a  memorial  on  the  same  subject  from  the  State 
Convention  of  county  superintendents,  was  referred  to  the  Educa- 
tional C'-jinmittee. 
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20.  On  the  22d  of  July,  Mr.  Nicoll,  of  New  York,  Cbaimian 
of  that  Committee,  reported  to  the  Convention  a  series  of  rcso- 
hitions  declaring  the  inviolability  of  the  Common-School,  Litera- 
ture, and  United  States  Deposit  Funds,  and  providing  for  the 
establishment  by  the  Legislature  of  a  system  of  free  schools  for 
the  education  of  everj^  child  between  the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen 
rears,  whose  parents  were  residents  of  the  State. 
•  2L  On  the  8th  of  October,  the  day  preceding  the  final  ad- 
journment of  the  Convention,  this  provision  was  adopted  as  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  by  a  close  vote  of  57  to  53,  and  with 
the  remahider  of  the  resolution  ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  such. 
After  a  temporary  recess,  on  the  reassembling  of  the  Convention 
in  the  afternoon,  the  portion  of  the  resolution  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  free  schools  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Arphaxed  Loomis,  of  Herkimer,  stricken  out,  and  the  residue 
of  the  article  only  retained. 

22.  The  November  elections  resulted  in  the  election  of  Joiix 
Young,  of  Livingston,  the  "Whig  candidate  for  Governor,  by  a 
majority  of  upwards  of  eleven  thousand  votes  over  Governor 
Wright,  and  the  re-election  of  xVddison  Gardiner,  of  Monroe, 
the  Democratic  candidate,  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  over  IIamii^ 
TON  Fish,  of  New  York,  by  thirteen  thousand  majority.  The 
majority  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  was 
about  130,000. 

23.  On  the  24th  of  December  of  this  year,  General  Erastus 
Root,  of  Delaware,  died  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whither  he 
had  gone  on  a  visit.  For  nearly  half  a  century  he  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  public  life,  and  had  occupied  at  ditTerent  times 
many  prominent  positions  in  the  State  and  national  govern- 
ments. As  a  member  and  presiding  officer  of  both  branches  of 
the  State  Legislature  during  a  long  period,  as  Lieutenant  ( iov- 
enior  of  the  State,  and  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States,  he  was  distinguislicd  for  abihty  in  de- 
bate, inflexible  honesty,  and  great  executive  and  administrative 
power. 

Election  of  John  Younfr  as  Governor  and  Addison  Gardiner  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor.—  Adoption  of  the  new  Constitution.  —  Death  of  Krastus 
Root. 
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ENT  TIME. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Admixistrattox  op  Jonv  Young.  —  Mkxicax  War.  —  General  Par- 
don OF  Anti-Kent  Prisoners.  — Death  of  Governor  Wright. 

1.  Subsequently  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  as  one  of  the 
1847    ''^^^^^^^  Union,  the  spoliations  committed  on  the 

commerce  of  tlic  United  States  by  ^tlexico,  and  the  refusal 
or  neixlect  of  her  government  to  make  adequate  compen  sation 
for  the  injuries  tlicrehy  suH'ered  hy  our  citizens,  to<j:ether  with 
the  dis])lay  of  a  military  force  on  the  Ptio  (Irande,  led  to  the  de- 
claration of  war  a.L'ainst  tiiat  nation.  During  the  past  year, 
active  preparations  for  hostilities  had  been  commenced  in  every 
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BGction  of  .the  Unior,  and  an  appropriation  of  the  necessary 
funds  made  by  Congress  for  its  efficient  prosecution.  The  vic- 
tories of  Pulo  Alto, -Kesaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey,  and  Bucna 
Vista,  had  been  gained  by  Alajor-Generals  Taylou  and  John*  E. 
Wool.  ^lajor-Oeneral  Scott  was  marching  upon  the  ca])ital, 
with  the  gallant  General  Worth  and  his  brave  compatriots, 
and  New  Mexico  and  California  had  been  conquered  by  General 
Kearney  and  Ccptain  John  C.  Fremont. 

2.  President  Polk,  d'lring  the  session  of  Congress  of  ISlG, 
had  requested  an  additional  appropriation  of  two  millions  of 
dollai"^  for  the  negotiation  of  a  peace  between  the  two  nations, 
based  upon  the  cession  by  Mexico  of  California,  in  discharge  of 
the  demands  of  our  government.  As  a  condition  of  this  grant, 
Mr.  Damd  Wilmot.  of  Pennsylvania,  proposed  a  resolution,  tliat, 
in  the  territory  so  to  be  purchased,  neither  slavery  nor  involun- 
tary ser^^tude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  should  be  per- 
mitted to  exist. 

3.  Early  in  the  session  of  1847  this  proviso  was  renewed  by 
Preston  King,  of  St.  Lawrence,  one  of  the  representatives  Ironi 
New  York,  fortified  by  a  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  passed  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vi>te. 
An  appropriation  of  three  millions  of  dollars  was,  however,  made 
by  Congi'ess,  without  the  incorporation  of  this  clause,  notwitii- 
standing  the  vote  of  the  New  York  delegation  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  with  one  exception,  and  Senator  Dix,  iu  its  f  ivitr. 

4.  Governor  Young,  in  his  annual  message  to  the  Legislut  ure, 
reviewed  the  general  condition  of  the  State  in  its  various  dopart- 
ments,  and,  among  other  things,  recommended  the  a<io{)tion  of 
early  measures  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  tiie  new 
Constitution  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  refurm, 
simplify,  and  abridge  tiie  rules  and  practice,  pleadiuu^s,  forms, 
and  proceedings  of  the  several  Courts  of  Record  in  tiie  State. 
He  also  earnestly  urged  the  recpiisite  appropriations  for  the  cjam- 
pletion  of  the  Erie  Canal  enlarLrement  and  the  construction  of 
the  Genesee  Valley  and  lilaek  River  Canals. 

5.  Soon  afterwards  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  him  recapitii- 

The  Mexican  War.- — Brilliant  c;im|Kiiij:n.s  of  Generals  Taylor  and  S<  i»tt. 
—  Xe'_'Otiations  for  peace. — The  Wiliuot  Troviso.  —  Procecdiuj;s  of  the 
Legislature. 
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lating  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Anti-Rent  controversy  :  riT,  1 
granting  a  full  pardon  to  the  prisoners  convicted  in  ColmnI  : 
and  Delaware  Counties,  two  of  whom  had  been  sentenced  t  . 
death,  and  their  punishment  been  commuted  by  the  late  Gov..r- 
nor  to  imprisonment  for  life.  This  proclamation  was  bas(  1 
chiefly  upon  the  ground  that  the  offences  for  which  the  punish 
ments  were  inflicted  were  political  offences  ;  and  the  occasion 
and  excitement  attending  their  commission  having  passed  over, 
public  policy  no  longer  demanded  a  continuance  of  the  penalty. 
Fifty-four  persons,  including  those  capitally  convicted,  were  dis- 
charged under  this  proclamation. 

6.  On  the  7th  of  May  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Free  Academy  in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  wii!j 
the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  in  said  city, 
which  was  at  once  procured,  and  the  Academy  was  organized 
during  the  ensuing  year  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Horack 
AVebster.  Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  during  tlu> 
preceding  year,  schools  for  the  instruction  of  Indian  children 
were  organized  on  the  Onondaga,  Cattaraugus,  Alleghany,  and 
St.  Regis  lieservations.  Schools  were  also  authorized  to  l)0 
established  in  the  principal  cities  and  large  towns,  for  the 
separate  instruction  of  colored  children,  in  which  about  five 
thousiind  of  this  class  of  children  were  gathered, — the  resi- 
due being  instructed  in  the  ordinary  district  schools  of  the 
State.  On  the  7th  of  June  an  act  was  passed  providing  fur 
the  immediate  resumption  of  the  public  works. 

7.  In  the  mean  time  the  strong  fortress  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa 
at  Vera  Cruz  had  been  captured  by  the  forces  under  General 
Scott,  and  General  Worth  appointed  ^lilitary  Governor ;  the 
Mexican  fortresses  of  Chihuahua,  Cerro  Gordo,  Jalapa,  and  Fe- 
rote,  the  city  of  Puebla,  the  village  of  Cherubusco,  the  fortified 
camps  at  National  Bridge,  Contreras,  San  Antonio,  Molino  Del 
lley,  and  the  castle  of  Chapultepec,  captured;  and  on  the  11th 
of  September  the  city  of  Mexico  was  entered  by  the  Amoricau 
troops,  and  tlic  war  soon  after  terminated  by  the  cession  of  Culi- 

Piirdon  to  the  Anfi-Uent  convicts.  —  Grounds  of  executive  clemency. — 
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fomia  for  tlie  sum  of  tlfteen  millions  of  d<3llars.  The  part  taken 
in  all  these  victorious  conflicts  by  the  officers  and  tro()i)s  of  the 
State  of  Xew  York  vras  eminently  creditable  to  the  bravery  and 
valor  of  its  citizens. 

8.  On  the  27th  of  A  ugust,  Governor  Wright  suddenly  exjiired 
from  disease  of  the  heart,  at  his  residence  in  Canton,  St.  Law- 
rence County.  Since  his  retirement  from  the  Kxecutive  Depart- 
ment he  had  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  liad 
just  completed  an  address  to  be  delivered  before  the  State  Agri- 
cultural Society,  at  Saratoga  Springs,  in  September,  which  nsus 
read  on  that  occasion  by  his  friend,  General  Dix,  Tlie  highest 
honors  were  paid  to  his  memoiy  by  the  various  munici])al  au- 
thorities, and  a  special  message  commimicated  to  the  Legislature 
at  its  September  session  by  Governor  Young,  folh^wed  by  reso- 
lutions of  the  two  Houses  expressive  of  their  sorrow  for  his  luss. 
Similar  honors  were  paid  by  various  State  legislatures  thn>ngh- 
out  the  Laiion. 

9.  Few  abler  or  more  gifted  statesmen  have  graced  (he  coun- 
cils of  the  State  and  nation  than  Silas  Wright.  His  strict  and 
unwavering  integrity,  his  clear  comprehension  of  the  vnrioii'? 
important  questions  upon  which  he  was  from  time  to  time  re- 
quired to  pass,  his  marked  simplicity  of  character  and  dc  [M>rt- 
ment,  and  his  superior  qualificiitions  as  a  political  kuder.  m;i«io 
a  profound  impression  upon  the  public  mind,  and  eutlcared  his 
memory  to  the  heart;">  of  his  countr\iuen. 

10.  As  a  leading:  member  of  the  St;itc  Senate,  State  Cornp- 
troller,  United  States  Senator,  and  Governor,  he  wius  cminemly 
distinguished  for  intellectual  ability,  uncompromising  intcgnty, 
great  suavity  of  manners,  and  a  persuasive  and  convmcing  elo- 
quence. Although  he  had  repeatedly  and  firmly  declined  the 
nominations  to  the  tw-o  highest  othces  of  the  national  govern- 
ment, no  statesman  in  the  Union,  at  the  period  of  his  death, 
occupied  a  more  prominent  position  in  the  public  view,  or  jhjs- 
sessed  a  larger  share  of  the  public  contideiiec. 

11.  At  the  November  election  the  Whig  party  again  enr- 
ried  the  State  by  a  large  majority.  Lieutenant-Governor  Gardi- 
ner having  resigned  his  position  for  a  seat  on  the  bench  of  the 
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Court  of  Appeals,  Ha.milton  Fish,  of  New  York,  was  chosen  in 
his  place ;  Christopher  Morgan,  of  Cayuga,  was  elect-  ii 
Secretary  of  State  and  Superintendent  of  Common  Scho(  ls  ; 
Millard  t'illmore,  of  Erie,  Comptroller  ;  and  Ambrose  L.  Joi:- 
DA\,  of  (volumbia,  Attorney-General.  Addison  Gardiner  ot 
Monroe,  Greene  C.  Bronson  of  Oneida,  Freeborn  G.  Jeweft 
of  Onondaga,  and  Charles  H.  Ruggles  of  Dutchess,  wen: 
elected  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  ' 

12.  On  the  13th  of  November  the  Legislature,  at  its  special 
session,  passed  an  act  abolishing  the  office  of  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Common  Schools,  mainly,  it  is  believed,  from  the  in- 
judicious selections  of  many  of  that  class  of  officers,  by  the 
several  County  Boards  of  Supervisors,  and  the  obnoxious  mode 
in  which  its  duties  were  discharged  by  incompetent  othcers. 
The  effect  of  this  measure,  demanded,  as  it  undoubtedly  was, 
by  the  popular  sentiment,  was,  nevertheless,  highly  disastrous 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  common-school  system, 
jg^g  13.  On  the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  1848,  the  Legis- 
lature again  assembled,  and  Governor  Young,  in  his  mes- 
S3.ge,  after  alluding  to  the  general  condition  of  the  State, 
briefly  reviewed  the  history  of  the  manorial  disturbances,  and 
recommended  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings  in  behalf  of 
the  State,  to  test  the  validity  of  the  titles  claimed  by  the  land- 
lords. He  also  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
importance  of  the  State  system  of  public  instruction.  Com- 
mon Schools,"  he  observed,  "from  their  universality  reaching 
every  neighl)orhood  and  shedding  their  influence  upon  every 
family  and  into  every  mind,  expelling  the  primary  causes  of 
vice  and  crime,  and  erecting  altars  to  patriotism  and  virtue, 
have  justly  been  considered  the  peculiar  objects  of  legislative 
care." 

14:.  The  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  was  appropriated  for 
tlie  enlargement  of  the  Erie  and  the  completion  of  the  Gene- 
see \  alley.  Black  River,  and  Chemung  Extension  Canals.  Gen- 
eral acts  were  also  passed,  authorizing  the  formation  of  niilroad, 
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gas,  bridge,  telegraph,  and  manufacturing  companies,  and  asso- 
ciations for  charitable,  benevolent,  missionary,  and  scientific  pur- 
poses. 

15,  The  late  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  Secretary 
Benton,  in  his  annual  report,  adverted  to  the  extension  of  the 
Free-School  system,  by  the  establishment,  in  many  of  the  most 
important  cities  and  villages  of  the  State  of  schools,  of  this  de- 
scription, and  urged  tlie  importance  of  its  adoption  throughout 
the  State,  by  means  of  a  uniform  system  of  taxation.  The 
operations  of  the  State  Normal  School  had  been  thus  far 
eminently  successful.  On  the  1st  of  Januarv',  however,  of  the 
present  year,  it  sustained  a  severe  loss  by  the  death  of  its 
Principal,  David  P.  Page,  who  had  administered  its  athiirs  with 
signal  ability  and  usefulness.  He  was  succt'Ctled  by  Professor 
George  Perkins,  of  Utica,  who  had  heretofore  tlie  charge  of 
its  mathematical  department. 

16.  At  the  annual  election  in  November,  Lieutenant-Govenior 
Hamilton  Fish,  of  New  York,  was  elected  Governor,  and 
George  AV,  Patterson,  of  Livingston,  Lieutenant-Governor. 
The  presidential  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Genor.ii 
Zachary  Taylor,  of  Louisiana,  the  hero  of  the  >rexican  War, 
as  President,  and  Millard  Fillmore,  of  New  York,  as  Viie- 
President,  by  a  majority  of  thirty-six  electoral  votes  over  Lewis 
Cass  of  Michigan  for  the  former,  and  William  0.  IIltlicr  of 
Kentucky  for  the  latter  office.  Martin  Van  Buuen.  of  New 
York,  was  supported  for  President,  and  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
of  Massachusetts,  for  Vice-President,  by  the  Free-Soil  Demo- 
crats of  the  Union. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Administration   op   Hamilton  Pish.  —  The  Feee-School  Con- 
troversy. 

1.  At  the  opening  of  the  legislative  session  of  1849,  Gov- 
1849    ^^^^  Fish,  after  adverting  to  the  g(?neral  condition  of  tl.v 

State,  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  liberal 
bequest  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  by  John  Jacob  Astor. 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  foundation  and  perpetual  sup- 
port of  a  free  public  library,  and  recommended  the  necessary 
legislation  for  giving  validity  to  the  mmiiticent  donation  of  tli  - 
testator.  He  also  recommended  the  endowment  by  the  State  of 
an  Agricultural  school  and  a  school  for  instruction  in  the  ino- 
chanic  arts;  the  improvement  and  extension  of  the  laws  for  the 
protection  of  emigrants,  the  restoration  of  the  office  of  County 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  the  establishment  of  Tribu- 
nals of  Conciliation,  and  a  modification  and  amelioration  of  the 
criminal  code. 

2.  The  Legislating,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Governor,  adopted  a  concurrent  resolution  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  mature  a  plan  fur 
the  establishment  of  an  Agricultund  College  and  Experimental 
Farm,  and  submit  a  detailed  report  of  such  plan  at  the  ensuiiv-T 
session.  Strong  resolutions  were  also  passed  declaring  the  un- 
alterable determination  of  the  people  of  the  State  to  resist  the 
extension  of  slavery  over  territories  now  free. 

3.  The  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  (Hon.  CiiRrsTr>- 
PiiER  Morgan,  Secretary  of  State),  in  his  annual  report,  stron^^lv 
urged  the  adoption  by  the  Legislature  of  a  system  of  Fui  i^ 
Schools,  based  upon  the  imperative  duty  of  the  State  to  secure 
the  means  of  education  to  every  child  within  its  borders,  as  a 
preventive  of  crime  and  pauperism,  an  incentive  to  indu^tiw  and 
usefulness,  and  a  proper  preparation  for  the  discharge  of  the 
various  duties  to  be  devolved  u]K)n  them  as  future  citizens. 

4.  On  the  2Gth  of  March  a  bill  passed  both  Houses  for  the 
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RsTABLiSHifEN'T  of  Frke  Schcols  throughout  the  State,  to  be 
supported  by  the  public  funch  set  apart  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Constitution,  and  by  county,  town,  and  school-district  taxation, 
for  any  sum  required  beyond  these  funds,  for  the  building  of 
suitable  school-houses,  and  the  instruction  of  every  child  be- 
tween ihe  ages  of  five  and  twenty -one  years  for  a  period  of  at  least 
four  months  in  each  year.  This  bill  w^as  required  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  electors  of  the  State  for  their  i-atification  at  the 
ensuing  November  election. 

5.  An  act  was  also  passed  on  the  30th  of  March,  appropriat- 
ing an  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dolku-s  to  such 
academies  in  the  Stace,  designated  by  the  Regents  of  the  Uni- 
versity, as  should  instruct  at  least  twenty  of  their  pupils  in  the 
science  of  commoii-school  teaching  for  a  period  of  four  months 
during  the  year.  Ex  Governor  William  H.  Seward  was,  in 
February,  eleqted  United  States  Senator,  in  place  of  General 
John  A.  Dix,  whose  term  had  expired. 

6.  At  the  November  election,  Christopher  Morgan,  of 
Cayuga,  was  re-elected  Secretary  of  State;  Washington  Hunt,  of 
Niagara,  Comptroller;  and  Samuel  Stevens,  of  Albany,  Attor- 
ney-General. The  act  for  the  establishment  of  free  schools 
throughout  the  State  was  approved  by  a  majority  of  158,000 
votes ;  every  county  in  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  Tomp- 
kins, Chenango,  Cortland,  and  Otsego,  giving  majorities  in  its 
favor.  Previous  to  the  official  announcement  of  this  result,  tlie 
Boards  of  Supervisors  in  nearly  half  the  counties  had  adjourned, 
without  making  the  necessary  appropriations  for  carrying  the 
provisions  of  the  law  iuto  etTect,  throwing  the  entire  burden  of 
the  support  of  the  schools  for  the  ensuing  year  on  the  respective 
schoi^l  districts. 

7.  'i'his  heavy  deficiency  of  funds,  together  with  the  great 
inequality  of  taxable  property  in  the  several  districts,  and  the 
biu-Jens  tiiereby  imposed  \ipon  the  wealthy  inhabitants,  ren- 
dered the  execution  of  the  kiw  exceedingly  oppressive,  and 
created  a  strong  revulsion  in  the  popular  sentiment,  which 

Act  for  the  cstablislunent  of  frue  schools  throu;rhont  the  State.  —  Teach- 
ers' De[)artnicnt  in  Aeadeniies. —  United  States  Senator.  —  State  elections. 
—  Approval  of  the  Free-School  Bill.  —  Obstacles  to  its  execution.  —  Causes 
of  its  unpopularity. 
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manifested  itself  in  numerous  petitions  and  memorials  to  the 
Legislature  of  1850  for  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  act. 
Some  of  the  courts  also  held  its  provisions  unconstitutional, 
by  reason  of  the  submission  to  a  popular  vote.  The  Attorney- 
General,  however,  dissented  from  this  opinion ;  and  no  decision 
was  finally  pronounced  on  appeal. 

8.  The  utmost  efforts  were  made  by  the  friends  of  the  lavr 
to  secure  its  favorable  consideration,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
avoidable obstacles  to  its  immediate  operation.  The  almost 
entire  unanimity  with  which  it  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
and  sanctioned  by  the  popular  vote,  its  intrinsic  justice  and 
beneficent  results  in  opening  the  common  schools  to  every 
child,  without  discrimination  or  restriction,  and  the  paramount 
importance  of  the  principles  involved  in  its  enactment,  were 
ably  and  eloquently  urged  in  every  section  of  the  State.  The 
rural  districts  were,  however,  almost  unanimously  determined 
to  effect  its  unconditional  repeal. 

9.  At  the  opening  of  the  session  in  January,  1850, 
Governor  Fish  renewed  his  recommendations  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  urged  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  State  asylum 
and  school  for  the  instruction  and  care  of  idiots,  and  the  passage 
of  suitable  laws  for  the  regulation  of  railroad  companies  and  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  passengers.  In  conclusion  he  re- 
viewed the  progress  of  the  discussions  in  Congress  in  reference 
to  the  admission  of  California  and  the  new  territories  acquired 
from  Mexico,  and  expressed  the  unalterable  determination  of  the 
State  to  resist,  by  all  legitimate  and  constitutional  means,  the 
introduction  of  slavery  into  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  where  it  had  not  already  obtained  a  footing, 

10.  Several  bills  were  introduced  in  each  House  for  the  repeal 
or  modification  of  the  Free-School  Law  of  the  preceding  session. 
Able  reports  were  presented  by  Mr.  Bf:ekmax  in  the  Senate  and 
Mr.  KiXGSLEY  in  the  Assembly;  and  Mr.  Burroughs,  of  Orleans, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Colleges,  Academics,  and  Com- 
mon Schools  of  the  House,  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the 
\qvj  of  a  State  tax  of  $  800,000  annually  for  the  support  of  the 
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common  schools,  after  appljing*  the  revenues  of  the  funds  set 
apart  for  that  purpose.  This  bill  passed  the  Assembly  by  a 
strong  vote,  but  failed  in  the  Senate.  An  act  referring  the 
question  of  the  repeal  of  the  existing  law  to  the  people  at  the 
November  elections  was  Anally  adopted  by  both  Houses. 

1 1.  During  the  session  an  act  was  passed  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  an  asylum  and  school  for  the  care  and  instruc- 
tion of  idiots,  to  be  located  at  Syracuse.  This  institution  was 
accordingly  completed  Dnd  organized  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Wilbur,  and  its  preliminary  operations  were  crowned  with  the 
most  gratifying  success. 

12.  On  the  9th  of  .luly,  Zachary  Taylor,  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  died  at  Washington,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Vice-President  Millard  Fillmore.  Upon  the  question  of  the 
admission  of  California  as  a  State,  the  series  of  measures  known 
as  the  "  Compromise  Bill,"  introduced  by  Mr.  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, were  passed  in  July,  admitting  that  State  without  re- 
striction as  to  slavery,  leaving  the  new  territories  acquired  from 
Mexico  on  the  same  basis,  and  providing  for  a  more  stringent 
execution  of  the  Fugitive-Slave  Law. 

13.  The  friends  of  free  schools,  after  the  most  strenuous  and 
persevering,  though  fruitless,  efforts  to  obtain  such  amendments 
or  modification  of  the  act  of  1849  as  might  render  its  provisions 
generally  acceptable,  determined,  under  these  circumstances,  to 
oppose  its  unconditional  repeal.  A  State  -Convention  was  held 
at  Syracuse  in  July,  Mr.  Morgax,  the  Superintendent,  presid- 
ing, at  which  resolutions  to  this  effect  were  adopted,  accom- 
panied by  a  pledge  to  unite  in  any  effort  to  amend  and  perfect 
the  details  of  the  existing  law. 

14.  An  animated  and  vigorous  canvass  ensued  throughout 
the  State  between  the  opponents  of  the  act,  who  demanded  its 
unconditional  repeal,  and  the  advocates  of  the  principle  of 
univer&al  education  through  schools  free  to  all,  without  regard 
to  the  details  of  the  existing  bill.  So  obnoxious  were  these 
provisions,  however,  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  State,  that  at 
the  fall  elections  forty-two  of  the  fifty-nine  counties  returned  an 
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aggregate  majority  of  nearly  forty-nine  thousand  votes  for  it  ^ 
repeal,  while  in  the  seventeen  remaining  counties,  incliidinn^  th.* 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  a  majority  of  seventy-two  thousar-i 
against  repeal  was  given,  —  leaving  a  majority  of  about  2r).(in<i 
votes  in  favor  of  the  bill.  The  majority  in  New  York  City  alone 
was  37,827. 

15.  Washixgiox  Hunt,  of  Niagara,  the  late  Comptroller,  was 
elected  Governor  by  a  majority  of  about  two  hundred  votes  over 
Horatio  Seymour  of  Oneida;  and  Sanford  E.  Church  of 
Orleans,  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party,  was  elected 
Lieutenant-Governor. 


CHAPTER  III. 

ADMIXISTRATTOy   OF    WaSHINGTOX    HuXT.  —  MODIFICATION    OF  THE 

Frke-School  Law. — Erie  Canal  Exlaugement.  —  Agkicultlral 
College. 

1.  Governor  Hunt,  in  his  annual  message  to  the  Legislature 
1851        1851,  after  adverting  to  the  general  condition  of  the 

State,  invited  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  sulv 
ject  of  common-school  education,  regarding  the  decision  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  electors  of  the  State  as  conclusive  in  favor  of  tlie 
principle  of  free  schools,  while  leaving  the  details  of  the 
system  subject  to  such  equitable  modification  as  should  render 
its  administration  acceptable  to  ail  interested  in  its  burdens  as 
well  as  its  benefits. 

2.  "  It  cannot  be  doubted,"  he  observed,  "  that  all  property 
estates,  whether  large  or  small,  will  derive  important  advantages 
from  the  universal  education  of  the  people.  A  well-considered 
system  which  shall  insure  to  the  children  of  all  the  blessings 
of  moral  and  intellectual  culture  will  plant  foundations  broad 
and  deep  for  public  and  private  virtue  ;  and  its  effects  will  bo 
seen  in  the  diminution  of  vice  and  crime,  the  more  general 
practice  of  sobriety,  industry,  and  integi'ity,  conservative  and 
enlightened  legislation,  and  universal  obedience  to  the  laws." 
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3.  After  stating  that  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  had  already 
been  expended  upon  the  canals  of  the  State  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Erie  Canal  enlargement  in  183."),  and  dis- 
cussing various  plans  for  the  completion  of  these  great  works  at 
the  earliest  practicable  period,  he  recommended  such  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  as  would  facilitate  the  accomplishiiient 
of  this  object.  He  also  concurred  in  the  recommendation  of  his 
predecessor  for  the  organization  of  a  State  Agricultural  College 
and  Experimental  Farm. 

4-  The  annual  report  of  Secretary  ^Iorgan,  as  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools,  urged  upon  the  Legislature  the  importance 
of  such  an  amendment  of  the  existing  law  establishing  Free 
Schools,  as  was  demanded  alilve  by  justice  and  expediency,  and 
by  an  enlightened  public  sentiment.  The  Common  Schools 
of  the  State,"  he  observed,  "  should  be  declared  free  to  every 
resident  of  the  respective  districts  of  the  proper  age  to  par- 
ticipate in  their  benefits  ;  and  their  support  should  1x3  made  a 
charge  upon  the  whole  proj:)erty,  either  of  the  State  at  lar^o,  or 
of  the  respective  counties  and  towns  in  which  they  are  situated." 

5.  Nimierous  petitions  were  forwarded  to  the  Legislature 
from  different  sections  of  the  State  for  the  repeal  or  amendment 
of  the  act.  On  the  sixth  day  of  February,  Mr.  Tukodouf,  11. 
Benedict,  of  Westchester,  Chainnan  of  tlie  Assembly  Com- 
mittee on  Colleges,  Academies,  and  Common  Schools,  present c<l 
an  elalxDrate  and  able  rep<3rt,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  estalv 
lishment  of  Free  Schools,  to  l)e  sup[>orted  by  an  annual  tax  of 
eight  himdred  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  funds  already 
provided  by  the  Constitution,  and  the  nxising  of  any  balance  re- 
quired for  the  support  of  the  schools  by  a  poll-tax  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  respective  districts. 

6.  Mr.  Burroughs,  of  Orleans,  from  the  minority  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  similar  bill,  providing  for  a  State  tax  of  the 
same  amount,  one  fourth  of  which,  together  witli  one  fourth  of 
all  other  moneys  applicable  to  the  support  of  common  schools, 
should  Ixj  equally  divided  among  the  several  school  districts, 
the  residue  apportioned  according  to  the  numlier  of  children  ot 

Eric  Canal  eiilar>,'eiiient.  —  Proiyosed  amendment  to  Constitution.  — 
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suitable  school  age  residing  in  each,  and  any  balance  raised  hy 
rate-bill  on  those  sending  to  cichoo',  after  exempting  all  indij_^o]ir 
inbabiiaiity.  In  this  shape,  after  substituting  one  third  instc.i  l 
of  one  fourth  for  equal  distribution  among  the  districts,  the 
bill,  on  the  12th  of  April,  became  a  law. 

7.  Cn  the  tirst  Tuesday  of  February,  Ex-Governor  Hamilton- 
Fish,  of  New  York,  was  appointed  United  States  Senator,  in 
place  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Dickinson,  whose  term  had  ex- 
pired, A  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  was  also  adopted, 
authorizing  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  Special  Commissioner  fur 
the  codification  and  revision  of  the  school  laws  of  the  State,  un- 
der which  pi'ovision  S.  S.  R.vxdall,  Deputy-Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools,  was  appointed. 

8.  At  the  November  elections,  Henry  S.  Randall,  of  Cort- 
land, was  elected  Secretary  of  State  and  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools ;  John  C.  Wright,  of  Schoharie,  Comptroller, 
and  'John  Van  Buren,  of  Albany,  Attorney-General,  with  a 
Democratic  majority  in  the  Legislature.  In  December  the  ex- 
iled Hungarian  patriot,  Louis  Kossuth,  arrived  in  New  York  on 
a  visit  to  the  United  States,  and  was  received  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm  in  all  the  principal  cities  and  towns. 

9.  The  message  of  Governor  Hunt,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  of  1852,  recapitulated  tlie  principal  recommenda- 
tions of  the  preceding  year ;  stated  the  entire  indebtedness  of 
the  State  at  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  canal  reve- 
nues at  $3,700,000,  which,  after  defraying  the  expenses  of  re- 
pairs and  maintenance,  and  contributing  upwards  of  a  million 
and  a  half  dollars  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  debt  contracted  for  their  construction,  left  a  surplus  of 
nearly  a  million  dollars  for  the  completion  of  the  public  works. 

,10.  The  assessed  valuation  of  the  State  was  estimated  at 
$1,100,000,000.  The  capital  of  the  Common-School  Fund  was 
six  and  a  half  millions  of  dohars,  of  the  revenues  of  which,  nearly 
a  million  and  a  half  had  been  expendeil  during  the  preceding 
year,  in  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages  and  the  purchase  ot 
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school  libraries.  The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  upon  the 
several  public  schools  was  seven  hundred  and  twenty-six  thou- 
wnd. 

11.  The  Goveraor  reviewed  the  action  of  the  Legislature  and 
the  people  of  the  State,  in  reference  to  the  effort  to  secure  an 
i  entirely  free  system  of  common  schools,  and  characterized  the 
■  enactment  of  the  preceding  session  as  a  temporary  compromise 
between  the  advanced  views  of  the  advocates  of  Free  Schools 
and  the  fears  and  prejuaices  of  a  majority  of  the  tax-payers  and 
inhabitants  of  the  rural  districts,  long  accustomed  to  the  exist- 
;  ing  system,  and  unwilling  to  sanction  its  entire  abandonment. 
Tiie  progi'ess  of  public  opinion  might  be  relied  upon  to  diffuse 
a  more  liberal  view  of  the  relations  of  the  State  to  its  future 
citizens. 

^      12.  At  the  November  elections,  Horatio  Seymour,  of  Oneida, 
^  was  elected  Governor,  and  Sanford  E.  Church,  of  Orleans,  re- 
\  elected  Lieutenant-Governor,  by  a  majority  of  about  twelve 
I  thousand  votes  over  Governor  Hunt  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
[  Pattp:rsox  ;  Fbaxklix  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  elected 
President,  and  William  K.  King,  of  Alabama,  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  by  a  large  majority,  over  Lieutenant-General 
Win  FIELD  Scott  and  William  A.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

First  Admixistratiox  of  Horatio  Seymour.  —  Agricuttural  Col- 
lege. —  Manorial  Titles.  —  Railroads.  — Finances  of  the  State. 
—  IxTEUXAL  BiPRovEMENTs.  — Public  Schools  of  New  York  City. 

1.  The  Lecrislature  met  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Janu- 

1853. 

ary,  1853.    Governor  Seymour,  in  his  message,  indorsed 
the  recommendations  of  his  predecessor  for  the  adoption  of 
I  such  a  constitutional  amendment  as  might  facilitate  the  early 
f  completion  of  the  Eric  Canal  enlargement  and  the  construction 
of  the  Genesee  Valley,  Black  River,  and  Oswego  Canals.  He 

\  Elwtion  of  Governor  Seymour  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Church.  —  Klec- 
•;  tion  of  J'resident  Franklin  Fierce  and  Vice-President  William  W.  Kinj;.  — • 
\  Legislative  proceeding's.  —  Governor's  message.  —  Canal  eaiargcnicut. 
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also  urged  the  establishment  cf  a  State  Agricultural  and  Scien-  i 
tific  Colloge,  for  instruction  in  the  practical  application  of  tht- 
various  branches  of  science.  The  suits  instituted  by  the  Statt.' 
to  test  the  validity  of  the  several  manorial  titles  having  been 
decided  in  favor  of  the  landlords,  he  counselled  submission  to  tho 
laws  on  the  part  of  the  tenants,  and  such  a  disposition  of  tlu  ir 
leases  as  should  prove  most  advantageous  to  their  interests. 

2.  An  act  T\-as  passed,  in  accordance  with  the  recommcnda^ 
tion  of  the  Governor  and  his  predecessors,  granting  a  charter 
for  the  establishment  of  an  Agricultural  College,  with  an  experi- 
mental farm.  Sixty-six  railroad  companies  had  been  organized 
nnder  the  general  provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  suitable 
laws  were  enacted  for  their  regulation  and  the  safety  and  con- 
venience of  travellers. 

3.  A  special  session  of  the  Legislature  was  convened  by  the 
Governor,  immediately  upon  its  adjournment,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  embarrassed  financial  condition  of  the  State, 
the  omission  to  make  the  necessaiy  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  government,  and  adopting  the  necessary  measures 
for  the  progress  and  completion  of  the  public  works.  An 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  proposed  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object,  and  an  act  passed,  which  was,  however, 
decided  by  the  Attorney-General  to  be  unconstitutional,  for  the 
immediate  raising  of  the  requisite  funds  for  this  purpose. 

4.  Immediately  upon  his  inauguration  in  ^larch,  President 
Pierce  appointed  Ex-Governor  William  L.  Marcy,  of  New  York, 
Secretary  of  State,  which  office  he  continued  to  hold  during  tlu^ 
entire  presidential  term.  On  the  18th  of  April,  Yice-Presideiit 
King  expired  at  his  residence  in  Alabama,  and  David  R.  Arcin- 
SON,  of  Misso\n-i,  was  chosen  President  of  the  Senate  in  his  plac'- 

5.  On  the  4th  of  June  an  act  was  passed  revising  and  amcn<l- 
ing  the  school  law  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  which  the  several 
ward  schools  of  that  city  and  the  schools  of  the  Public  Sclu><>l 
Society  were  consolidated,  and  a  Board  of  Education  est  iblislu  d 
for  the  fTonend  management  of  the  system,  consisting  of  two 
commissioners  from  each  ward  and  fifteen  from  tho  PuMil- 

State  Afrricultural  and  Scientific  CoUofic  —  Manorial  titles.  —  Kailr«>;i'l 
companies.  —  Special  session  of  tlie  Lc^rislnturo. — financial  cmbarras*- 
njeats.  ~ Proposed  amcadment  to  tho  CoiistitutioQ. 
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School  Society,  with  local  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Inspectors  in 
the  several  wards.  At  this  time  there  were  224  ward  and  cor- 
porate schools,  including  those  of  the  Public  School  Society, 
with  about  gne  thousixnd  teachers  and  123,530  pupils  on 
register,  with  an  average  attendance  of  -43,740,  together  with 
twenty-five  evening  schools,  with  about  four  thousand  pupils. 

6.  The  Public  School  Society  of  that  city  had  been  in  exist- 
ence since  the  year  1805,  and  from  the  period  of  the  opening 
of  its  first  public  school  in  1809  had,  with  the  aid  of  a  propor- 
tionate share  of  the  State  School  Fund,  organized  and  adminis- 
tered a  system  of  elementary  education  unsurpassed  by  any  in 
the  country.  The  time  seemed  now  to  have  arrived,  however, 
when  the  necessity  for  a  more  extensive  system  of  public  in- 
struction required  the  dissolution  of  the  society,  and  the  trans- 
fer of  its  property  to  the  Board  of  Education  already  organized 
for  the  aceomplishment  of  the  same  object,  with  greater  facilities  ; 
and  the  results  have  amply  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  their  de- 
termination, 

7.  At  the  November  elections,  Eli  as  W.  Leavenworth,  of 
Onondaga,  was  elected  Secretary  of  State  and  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools ;  James  M.  Cook,  of  Saratoga,  Comptrol- 
ler; and  Ogden  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  Attorney-General.  The 
Republicans  obtained  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

8.  Governor  Seymour,  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  ^^.^ 
of  the  succeeding  year,  reviewed  the  history  of  the  State 
from  its  early  origin,  the  character  and  condition  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  its  rapid  advancement  in  ail  the  elements  of  wealth 
and  political  greatness.  The  first  steamboat  had  I)een  launched 
on  its  waters,  —  the  first  canal,  at  a  cost  of  $  7,000,000,  traversed 
its  breadth,  —  the  earliest  and  most  efficient  system  of  public 
education  originated  with  its  founders,  and  its  patriotism  and 
loyalty  to  the  Union  had  never  swerved. 

9.  He  renewed  his  recommendation  for  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  several  unfinished  public  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  the   indorsement  of  the   proposed  constitutional 

Public  schools  of  the  city  of  New  York.  —  Consolidation  of  the  system.  — 
State  officers.  —  Governor's  message.  —  licview  of  the  history  and  condition 
of  the  State. 
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amendment  :  .suggested  various  improvements  and  modifications 
of  thvT  criminal  code,  and  recomo] ended  the  reorganization  of 
the  State  militia,  and  the  organization  of  a  Department  of  Pul)- 
lic  Instructioi-  separate  from  that  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State. 

10.  An  araendment  to  the  State  Constitution,  proposed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  preceding  year,  was  at  this  session  ratified  by 
the  requisite  vote  of  both  Houses,  and  by  the  people  at  a  special 
election  held  on  the  1-ith  of  February,  requiring  an  appropria- 
tion of  an  annual  sum,  not  exceeding  $2,250,000,  during  the 
ensuing  four  years,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie,  the  Os- 
wego, Ca\iiga,  and  Seneca,  and  the  completion  of  the  Black 
Piiver  and  Genesee  Valley  Canals,  An  act  was  accordingly 
passed  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  and  early  completion  of 
these  worlds. 

11.  During  the  month  of  March,  a  bill  was  passed  creating 
the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  the  duties 
of  which  had  heretofore  been  devolved  on  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  on  the  4th  of  April,  Victor  M.  Rice,  of  Erie,  was 
elected  In-  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  to  fill  that  position 
for  tlie  ensuing  tenn  of  three  years.  By  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  the  incnmbent  of  the  office  was  also  declared  ex  oJUcio  a 
Picgent  of  the  University  and  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Xormal  School. 

12.  Since  the  failure  of  the  free-school  law  of  1849,  and  the 
adoption  in  18-31  of  a  modified  system,  retaining  the  rate-bill 
feature,  special  provisions  had  been  enacted  l>y  the  LoGfislature 
for  the  estahhshment  of  free  and  union  scliools  in  all  tlie  cities 
and  principal  towns  and  villages  of  the  State.  Dei)artment3 
fur  the  special  instruction  and  j)reparation  of  teachers  had  been 
organized  in  most  of  the  academies,  and  annual  county  insti- 
tutes authorized  for  that  purpose  throughout  the  State.  The 
State  Xonnal  School  at  Alb.'iny  had  also  been  placed  on  a  per- 
manent basis. .  Boards  of  Education,  with  local  superintendents, 
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code.  —  DrpartmciU  of  I'lihlic  Iiistnictiou.  —  Con.'^tiriitional  amcndiiK^nr.  ■— 
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were  organized  under  these  provisions  in  the  chief  cities  and 
towns  of  the  State. 

13.  At  the  November  election,  Myron  H.  Clark,  of  Ontario, 
was  elected  Governor,  and  Henry  J.  Raymond,  of  New  York, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  by  a  small  majority  over  Governor  Sey- 
mour, the  Democratic,  and  Daniel  UUman,  the  Native-American 
candidates  for  the  former  and  William  H.  Ludlow  and  Gusta- 
vus  A.  Scroggs  for  the  latter  office,  with  a  Whig  majority  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 


CHAPTER  V. 

ADMi>-isTRATioys  OF  "Mykon  IL  Clark  and  John-  A.  Kixg.  —  Exn^E 
Law.  —  Common  Schools.  —  Controveksy  with  Virginia.  —  Tnc 
Lemmox  Case.  —  Colxty  Commissioners.  —  Schools.  —  State  Ta.\. 

1.  Governor  Clark,  in  his  first  message,  took  strong 
ground  in  favor  of  an  entire  free-school  .system,  the  res- 
toration of  the  office  of  County  Superintendent,  tlie  revision  of 
the  excise  laws,  the  prohibition  of  licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  and  the  active  prosecution  of  the  unfinished  pul>- 
lic  works. 

2.  He  also  invited  the  attention  of  the  Lcizislatnre  to  the  pro- 
gress of  a  controversy  with  the  Executive  and  Legislature  uf 
Virginia  respecting  a  claim  of  Jonathan  Lemmon,  a  citizen  of 
that  Commonwealth,  for  damages  for  the  abduction  or  h^'^s 
of  eight  slaves,  brought  by  him  to  the  city  of  New  York  in  l<"^-">2, 
on  his  way  to  Texas,  and  who  were  discharged  from  his  custody 
by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  on  a 
writ  of  hnhea.<  corpus,  and  had  escaped  to  Canada.  PrococMbnus 
having  been  instituted  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uuittd 
States  for  restitution,  the  Governor  recommended  the  appoint- 
ment of  special  counsel  to  assist  the  Attorney-General  in  the 
defence. 

State  elections,  —  Governor's  mcssaqre.  —  Free  schools.  —  County  super- 
vision. —  Excise  laws.  —  IVohibitory  restriction  of  the  sale  of  liquor.  —  Con- 
troversy with  Virginia.  —  Tiie  Lemmon  case. 
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3.  The  Legislature  made  the  requisite  provision  for  the 
ployment  of  counsel ;  and  the  case  was  subsequently  argued 
dismissed  upon  the  ground  of  the  right  of  the  persons  cLiim^ 
to  freedom  on  being  voluntarily  brought  within  the  jurisdicti(^ 
of  a  free  State.    An  act  was  also  passed  for  the  suppression  (\ 
intemperance,  pauperism,  and  crime,  prohibiting  the  grant iiti 
of  licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  restricting  li« 
traffic  in  ardent  spirits.    William  H.  Seward  was  re-clccl  c 
United  States  Senator  for  the  ensuing  term  of  six  years.    A I 
act  was  passed  making  cities  and  counties  liable  for  propcrtj 
destroyed  by  mobs  within  their  borders,  and  strong  resolutionjj 
adopted  adverse  to  the  aggi'essions  and  further  extension 
slavery.  | 

4.  The  Native-American  party  succeeded  in  carrying  thof 
November  elections  by  a  triumphant  majority.  John  T« 
Headly,  of  Orange,  was  elected  Secretary  of  State ;  LoRENZd 
Burrows,  of  Orleans,  Comptroller ;  and  Daniel  Ullman,  of  New 
York,  Attorney-General. 

5.  On  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature  in  the  ensn 

1836 

ing  year.  Governor  Clark  informed  tiie  Legislature  tli:it 
upwards  of  three  thousand  miles  of  railroads  had  been  ccm- 
structed  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  at  an  aggregate  cost 
of  8  125,000,000,  and  recommended  the  appointment  of  Stato 
Commissioners  for  their  supervision  and  control.  He  renewed  his 
recommendation  for  free  schools  and  academics  throughout  tl;e 
several  towns  of  the  State,  and  the  entire  abolition  of  rate-l)ills. 

G.  During  the  session,  acts  were  passed  for  the  election,  in 
each  Assembly  district  of  the  State,  of  a  commivssioner  charge" i 
with  the  local  supervision  of  the  public  schools,  where  special 
provision  for  that  purpose  had  not  been  made.  A  tax  of  thne 
fourths  of  one  mill  upon  each  dollar  of  the  assessed  valuation 
of  real  and  personal  property  in  the  State,  for  the  support  uf 
common  schools,  was  substituted  for  the  existing  State  tax  of 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Prohibitory  liquor  law.  —  Rc-cleetion  of  William  H.  Seward  as  Unitvil  5 
States  Sen.'itor.  —  Destruction  of  pro{)erty  by  mol);'.  —  Resolutions  adverse  I'l  \ 
slavery'.—  State  elections.  —  TriuiMj)h  of  the  Native-American  party.  —  Le;:'" 
lature  of  18.')6.  —  Governor's  messajje.  —  Railroads. —  Free  schools  arid 
academies.  ~  Stale  tax  for  support  of  schools.  —  Assembly  district  cuiiinui- 
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7.  At  the  annual  election  in  November,  John  A.  Kixg,  of 
Queens,  was  elected  Governor,  and  Henry  11,  Selden,  of  Mon- 
roe, Lieutenant-Cxovemor,  over  x^masa  J.  Parker,  of  Delaware, 
the  Democratic,  and  Erastus  Brooks,  of  New  York,  the  Native- 
American  candidates,  with  a  Republican  majority  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  Charles  H.  Sherrill,  of  Monroe, 
was  chosen  Canal  Commissioner.  James  Buchanan,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  elected  President,  and  John  C.  Breckenridge,  of 
Kentucky,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  over  John  C. 
Fremont  of  California  and  William  L.  Dayton  of  New  Jersey. 
Millard  Fuxmore,  of  New  York,  was  supported  for  President 
by  the  Native-American  org;iniziition. 

8.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January,  1857,  ^^^^ 
Governor  King  in  his  message  estimated  the  entire  cost  of 

the  canals  of  the  State,  extending  over  about  nine  hundred  miles, 
at  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  The  value  of  the  real  and  personal 
property  m  the  State  was  stated  at  8  2,208,010,000,  —  the  num- 
ber of  acres  of  improved  land  at  13,574,479,  with  about  an 
equal  area  unimproved  —  and  the  population,  according  to  the 
census  of  1855,  at  about  three  and  a  half  millions. 

9.  He  recommended  a  judicious  revision  and  modification  of 
the  excise  law  of  the  previous  session,  deeming  its  provisions 
unnecessarily  stringent  and  obnoxious  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  ;  the  submission  of  a  proposed  constitu- 
tional amendment  extending  the  right  of  sutfrage  to  colored 
voters  without  a  property  qualification  ;  the  speedy  com])lot  ion 
of  the  unfinished  public  works  ;  and  a  strenuous  resistance  on 
the  part  of  the  Legislatiu-e  to  the  further  extension  of  slavery 
in  the  territories. 

10.  On  the  second  Tuesday  in  February,  Preston  King,  of 
St.  Lawrence,  was  elected  United  States  Senator  in  place  of 
Hamilton  Fish,  whoso  term  of  office  had  expired.    Acts  were 
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ptissed  for  the  suppression  of  mtemperatice,  and  the  regulation 
of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  raid  providing  a  tax  for  the 
speedy  completion  of  the  enlarged  Erie  and  other  canals.  Joint 
resolutions  were  adopted,  declaring  that  this  State  will  not  allow 
slavery  in  her  borders  in  any  form  or  under  any  pretence,  or  for 
any  time,  however  short ;  and  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  pronoiinciug  the  decision  in  the  Dred  Scott 
case,  had  forfeited  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  State. 

11.  On  the  tth  of  July  of  this  year,  Ex-Governor  William 
Lu  Marcy  expired  suddenly,  of  disease  of  the  heart,  while  on  a 
visit  to  Saratoga  Springs.  Governor  Marcy  had  successively 
filled  with  distinguished  ability  many  of  the  most  important 
offices  in  the  State  and  national  government.  As  Adjutant- 
General,  Jiidge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Comptroller,  Governor, 
United  States  Senator,  Secretary  of  War  under  President  Polk 
and  of  State  under  President  Pierce,  he  had  exhibited  great  ad- 
ministrative talent  and  marked  statesmanship.  Appropriate 
honors  were  paid  throughout  the  State  to  his  memory. 

12.  At  the  November  election,  Gideon  J,  Tucker,  of  Albany, 
was  elected  Secretary  of  State,  San  ford  E.  Church,  of  Orleans, 
Comptroller,  and  Lyman  Tremain,  Attorney-General,  with  Dem- 
ocratic majorities  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

13.  Governor  King,  in  his  message  to  the  Leirislaturo 

1858. 

of  1858,  renewed  his  recommendations  of  the  preceding 
year  ;  and  after  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
State  in  its  various  departments,  concluded  by  an  energetic  re- 
monstrance a^rainst  the  continued  aggressions  of  the  slave-power 
as  manifested  by  its  determination  to  force  slavery  into  the  ter- 
ritories of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

14.  At  the  November  election,  Edwin  D.  Morgan,  of  New 
lork,  was  elected  Governor,  and  Robert  Campbell,  of  Steuben, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  l»y  a  majority  of  about  seventeen  thousand 
votes  over  Amasa  J.  Parker  of  Delaware  and  William  H.  Ludlow 
of  New  York,  the  Democratic  candidates.  Both  Houses  of  the 
Legislature  were  strongly  Republican. 

Liconso  law.  —  Tax  for  speedy  rompletion  of  the  public  work's.  —  Donth 
and  character  of  Kx-Ciovernor  Mnrcv.  —  State  oflircrs.  —  Le<rislariiro  of 
1«5S.  —  (;ov(.rnor's  mossa<ro.  —  State  oU^tions.  —  Election  of  Governor  Mor- 
gan and  Licutcuant-Govenior  Campbell. 


Seventh  Regiment  marching  down  Broadway, 
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1.  TfiE  first  message  of  Governor  Mohcan  ccnsistcd  ^ 
substantially  in  a  renewal  of  the  recommendations  of  his 
predecessor  in  reference  to  the  viu'orons  prosecution  of  t!;o 
canal  enlargements  and  extensions,  the  moditication  of  the  ex- 
cise laws,  and  the  full  extension  of  the  riirht  of  sulli-iirt'  to 
colored  voters.  His  views  on  national  atlairs  were  emint  ntiy 
patriotic  and  conservative  in  their  tendencv.  hilo  (h's;r«uis 
of  fulfilling,  in  their  letter  and  spirit,  all  the  ohliirations  of  tho 
Constitution,  the  citizens  of  New  Vork  cuuld  nc\er  ceiiscat  to 
the  further  extension  of  slavery. 
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2.  In  reviewing  the  events  of  the  past  few  years,  —  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  Act,  the  flagitious  attempts  to  in- 
troduce slavery  into  the  territories  acquired  by  the  Mexicun 
War,  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  and  tho 
systematic  aggressions  of  the  slave-power,  —  it  was  apparent  tiiat 
the  forbearance  of  the  free  States  had  been  taxed  to  their  utmost 
endurance,  and  that  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  the  prevalence 
of  more  moderate  counsels,  were  absolutely  necessary  to  the  con- 
tinued integrity  and  harmony  of  the  Union. 

3.  The  recent  invasion  of  Virginia  by  John  Brown  and  his 
associates,  its  prompt  suppression,  and  the  condign  punishment 
of  its  authors,  were  reviewed,  and  regarded  as  undoubted  evi- 
dence that  no  designs  were  entertained  on  the  part  of  the  North 
to  interfere  with  the  institutions  of  the  South,  or  to  sanction  in 
any  way  any  infringement  of  its  territory,  or  any  attempt,  by 
violence  or  otherwise,  to  disturb  its  government. 

4.  At  the  November  election,  David  R.  Floyd  Jones,  of 
Suffolk,  was  elected  Secretary  of  State  ;  Robert  Dennistox,  of 
Orange,  Comptroller ;  and  Charles  G.  Myers,  of  St.  La\\Tence, 
Attorney-General.  The  proposed  constitutional  amendment  in 
reference  to  colored  suffrage  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 
1860       ^'  reassembling  of  the  Legislature,  Govenior 

Morgan  again  invited  the  attention  of  the  Loirislature  to 
the  necessity  of  a  speedy  completion  of  the  public  works  for  the 
advancement  and  extension  of  the  commerce  of  the  State,  and 
suggested  various  moditications  of  the  civil  and  criminal  code. 
He  renewed  the  recommendation  of  his  predecessor  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  Agricultural  and  Scientific  Collesre. 

6.  Acts  were  passed,  during  the  session,  changing  the  mode  of 
inflicting  capital  punishment,  providiuLr  for  the  extension  of  the 
rights  of  married  women  and  enabling  them  to  hold  and  convey 
real  and  personal  estate,  and  amending  and  modifying  the  in- 
solvent laws.  Provision  was  made  for  the  energetic  prosecution 
of  the  public  works  and  for  the  endowment  of  the  People's  Col- 
lege at  Havana.    During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  this  year, 


National  affairs. — John  Brown's  invasion  of  Vircrinia.  —  State  officers. 
—  Tlejection  of  colored-.suffra*re  amendment.  —  Governor's  message.  —  Capi- 
tal punishment. —  Uiglits  of  married  women. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  ELECTED  PRESIDENT.  293 


the  Prince  of  Wales,  Albert  Edward,  visited  the  State  under 
the  title  of  Baron  Renfrew,  in  company  with  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle and  several  members  of  the  British  Government,  and  met 
with  a  cordial  and  enthusiastic  reception  from  the  Legislature 
and  municipal  bodies. 

7.  The  contest  for  the  Presidency  during  the  summer  and  fall 
of  this  year  was  one  of  unusual  interest  and  excitement.  The 
struggle  on  the  part  of  the  Southern  States  for  the  extension  of 
slavery  into  the  territories  recently  acquired  and  organized,  and 
for  the  definitive  settlement  of  their  claims  to  an  equal  partici- 
pation in  these  territories  with  the  citizens  of  the  Xorthem  por- 
tions of  the  Union,  was  waged  with  a  desperate  and  unyielding 
pertinacity,  and  met  with  an  equally  determined  resistance  on 
the  part  of  their  opponents. 

8.  The  Republican  party,  representing  the  views  of  all  those 
who  desired  to  restrict  slavery  to  its  present  limits  under  the 
compromises  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  resist  its  farther  exten- 
sion upon  any  pretext,  placed  in  nomination,  as  their  candidate 
for  President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  with  Han^s  ib.vl  Ham- 
lin, of  Maine,  as  Vice-President.  The  candidates  of  tlie  South 
were  John  C.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky,  for  President,  and 
General  Joseph  Lane,  of  Oregon,  for  Vice-President  ;  while  the 
Democracy  of  the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Western  States  suf>- 
ported  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  for  the  first,  and  Her- 
schel  V.  Johnson,  of  Georii^ia,  for  the  second  office.  Llvcoln 
and  Hamlin  were  elected  by  a  majority  of  fifty-seven  electoral 
votes  over  all  the  candidates  in  opposition.  Govenior  Morgan 
and  Lieutenant-Governor  Campbell  were  re-elected  by  an  im- 
mense majority,  and  Sa3IUEL  H.  Barne.s,  of  Chenango,  elected 
Canal  Commissioner. 

9.  During  the  whole  of  the  administration  of  President 
Pierce,  and  the  early  portion  of  that  of  his  successor,  Presi- 
dent Bcchanan,  a  vigorous  effort  had  been  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Southern  States  to  introduce  slavery  into  the  new  territories 
of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.    After  a  {)rolongcd  and  bloody  strug- 
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gle  between  the  settlers  and  parties  from  Missouri  on  the  br  r- 
derf=i  of  the  territories,  the  attempt  was  finally  abandoned,  an  ! 
the  election  of  President  Lincoln  accepted  by  the  South  as  ;i 
distinct  intimation  of  the  future  policy  of  the  government 
verse  to  the  extension  of  the  institution  beyond  its  existiiii,' 
limits,  and  a  secession  from  the  Union  resolved  upon  as  the  only 
remaining  alternative. 

10.  At  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  several  futile  efforts 
were  made  on  the  part  of  Southern  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives^ and  those  who  had  hitherto  politically  acted  in  conjunc- 
tion with  them,  to  etfect  some  compromise  by  which  slaver}' 
should  be  recognized  and  tolerated  in  territories  lying  south  of 
the  Missouri  line.  The  failure  of  all  these  propositions  deter- 
mined the  course  of  the  Soutliern  States,  and,  on  the  20th  of 
December,  South  Carolina  formally  seceded  from  the  Union,  and 
was  speedily  followed  by  Alal)ama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Missis- 
sippi, Georgia,  Louisiana,  and  Texas.  A  provisional  govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  was  organized  at  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  oa  the  4th  of  February,  1861,  and  Jefferson  Davis, 
of  Mississippi,  elected  President,  and  Alexander  H,  Stephens, 
of  Georgia,  Vice-President. 

11.  The  Legislature  of  New  York  assembled  on  the 
1S61.  * 

2d  of  January.  Governor  Morgan's  message  was  tem- 
perate and  conciliatory,  recommending  a  just  and  honorable 
settlement  of  the  great  national  questions  at  issue,  and  the 
repeal,  by  the  State,  of  all  laws  coming  in  conflict  with  the 
requisitions  of  previous  congressional  legislation  on  the  subject 
of  slaver}-.  These  moderate  views  were  soon,  however,  dis- 
covered to  be  not  in  accordance  with  the  prevailing  temper  and 
spirit  of  the  Legislature. 

12.  On  the  11th  of  Januar}%  joint  resolutions  were,  with 
almost  entire  unanimity,  adopted  by  both  Houses,  declaring 
that  the  insurgent  State  of  South  Carolina,  after  seizing  the 
public  offices  and  fortifications  of  the  Federal  Government,  iiad, 
by  firing  upon  a  government  vessel  sent  tcr  the  relief  of  Fort 
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Sumter,  virtually  declared  war  against  the  United  States,  and 
announcing  their  determination  to  sustain  the  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  j  tendering  at  the  same  time  to  the 
President  whatever  aid  in  men  and  money  might  be  required 
to  enable  him  to  enforce  the  laws  and  uphold  tlie  authority 
of  the  Federal  Government.  These  resolutions  were  directed 
to  be  transmitted  by  the  Governor  to  the  President,  and  tiie 
executives  of  each  of  the  States  in  the  Union. 

13.  Notwithstanding  the  bold  and  patriotic  stand  thus  as- 
sumed by  the  Legislature,  numerous  public  meetings  of  mer- 
chants and  others  were  held  in  the  large  cities  and  tovrns  of 
the  State,  and  memorials  forwarded  to  Congi'ess  expressive  of 
a  strong  desire  for  a  conciliatory  adjustment,  by  that  body,  of 
the  questions  at  issue.  On  the  24th  of  January  the  Governor 
transmitted  to  both  Houses  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  LcLjis- 
lature,  recommending  the  assembling  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates from  the  several  States  at  Washington,  on  the  4th  of 
February,  with  the  view  of  effecting  a  satisfactory  basis  of  com- 
promise between  the  conflicting  parties. 

14.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  the  Legislature, 
on  the  1st  of  February,  after  full  discussion,  appointed  David 
Dudley  Field,  William  Curtis  Xoyes,  James  S.  Wadsworth, 
James  C.  Smith,  Amaziah  B.  James,  Erastus  Corning,  Francis 
Gmnger,  Greene  C.  Bronson,  William  PL  Dodge,  John  A.  Kinir, 
and  John  E.  ^Vool  as  such  Commissioners.  The  "  Peace  Con- 
gress," as  it  was  termed,  accordingly  assembled  at  WasliinLrton, 
with  Kx-President  John  Tyler  in  the  chair,  and  on  the  1st  of 
March  agreed  to  a  plan  of  compromise,  based  up<in  such  an 
amendment  of  the  National  Constitution  as  should  permit  the 
existence  of  slavery  south  of  the  parallel  of  3(3°  30'  north 

llatitude,  v.-hile  prohibiting  it  north  of  that  line.  Nine  States 
jvoted  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  and  eiiriit  aLjainst  it,  — -  the 
jdelcgation  from  New  York  being  equally  divided  ni  consequence 
jof  the  absence  of  one  of  their  number. 

15.  On  the  3d  of  February,  Ira  Harris,  of  Al!)any,  was 
elected  United  States  Senator,  in  place  of  William  H.  Slwaud, 
who  had  been  invited  by  President  Lixcoln  to  occupy  a  seat 
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in  his  cahiuet  as  SecretoTV  of  State.  A  monster  petition  frcm 
the  merchants  and  others  of  New  York,  with  forty  thousaii  i 
signatm-es,  was  forwarded  to  Congress,  occompanied  by  a  delo-tt- 
tion  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
urging  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  national  difficulties. 

16.  The  bombardment  and  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter,  oh 
the  12th  and  13th  of  April,  by  the  military  authorities  of  tiio 
Confederacy,  put  an  end  to  all  fiirtiier  negotiations  for  adjust- 
ment of  the  controversy,  which  had  now  culminated  in  opcu  r- 
bellion  and  civil  war.  On  the  i5th  of  April,  President  Lincoln 
issued  his  proclamation  calling  for  a  military  force  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  men,  of  which  the  quota  of  New  York  was 
thirteen  thousand,  or  thirteen  reiriments,  for  the  suppression  of 
the  insurrection.  The  Legislature  promptly  authorized  the 
enrolment,  by  the  Governor,  of  thirty  thousand  men,  and  a[> 
propriated  the  sura  of  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the  necessaiy 
expenses. 

17.  Goverrfor  Morgan  immediately  issued  his  proclamation 
for  the  rendezvous  of  the  State  troops  at  Elmira  and  New  York 
City;  and  on  the  IGth  of  April  orders  were  forwarded  to  the 
regiments  in  that  city  to  proceed  immediately  to  Washington. 
On  the  24rth  an  accent  of  the  State  was  despatched  to  Europe, 
with  a  letter  of  credit  for  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
purchase  of  arms.  Within  the  ensuing  month  thirty  thousand 
men  were  raised,  and  by  the  12th  of  July  were  organized  into 
thirty-eight  regiments,  properly  officered,  and  furnished  with  all 
the  necessaiy  arms  and  equipments  for  the  field.  John'  A. 
Dix  and  James  S.  Wadsworth  were  commissioned  as  major- 
generals. 

18.  On  the  19th  of  April  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  New 
York,  with  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  left  the  city 
for  Washington,  amid  the  enthusiastic  cheers  of  a  vast  crowd 
of  citizens  congregated  to  witness  their  departure.  An  immense 
public  meeting,  without  distinction  of  party,  was  held  at  rnioii 
Square  on  the  succeeding  d;iy,  presided  over  by  Major-Genenil 
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Dix,  and  the  most  unbounded  enthusiasm  prevailed.  On  Sun- 
day, the  21st,  the  Sixth,  Twelfth,  and  Seventy-First  city  regi- 
ments, comprising  three  thousand  men,  departed  for  Washing- 
ton, accompanied  to  the  wharves  by  almost  the  entire  population 
of  the  city  ;  followed,  on  the  23d,  by  the  Eighth,  Thirteenth,  and 
Sixty-Ninth  regiments. 

19.  Before  the  1st  of  July  the  banking  and  other  institu- 
tions and  capitalists  of  the  city  of  New  York  had  advanced  to 
the  government  upwards  of  five  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars 
for  the  support  of  the  troops,  and  individuals  had  contributed 
another  million.  One  hundred  and  twelve  regiments,  with  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  had  been  raised  in  the  State, 
of  which  New  York  City  contributed  forty-seven  thousand. 
I>uring  the  year  the  State  had  been  enabled,  througli  the  patri- 
otic liberality  of  its  wealthy  citizens  and  numerous  moneyed  in- 
stitutions, to  advance  to  the  United  Stiites  Goveniment  a  loan 
of  upwards  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  one  hrmdred  and 
fifty  millions  of  which  was  contributed  by  the  bankers,  capi- 
talists, and  citizens  of  New  York  City. 

20.  In  the  mean  time  the  Confederacy  had  Ix^en  augmented 
by  the  accession  of  the  States  of  Nortli  and  South  Carolina, 
Virginia,  and  Tennessee  ;  its  capital  removed  to  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia ;  its  government  completely  organized  ;  its  Constitution 
adopted,  and  its  Congress  in  session.  The  preliminarv'  battle  of 
the  campaign,  at  Bull  Hun,  near  Fairfax,  Virginia,  had  resulted 
most  disastrously  to  the  national  forces  ;  but  the  depressioa 
consequent  upon  this  unexpected  defeat  was  speedily  siu-mount- 
ed,  a  new  levy  of  twenty-tive  thousand  troops  for  three  years 
ordered  by  Governor  Morgan,  and  volunteei-s  flocked  in  thou- 
sands to  the  camp  of  General  McClcllan  at  Wasliington. 

21.  In  tlie  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  no  division  of 
sentiment  at  this  period  existed.  All  parties  united  m  the  most 
determined  efibits  to  crush  a  wanton  antl  causeless  rebellion  ; 
and  all  previous  political  dilforences  were  forgotten  in  the  patri- 
otic duties  of  the  hour.  The  November  elections  passed  over 
without  excitement.    Horatio  Ballard,  of  Cortland,  was  elected 
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Secretary  of  State ;  Lucius  Eobinsox,  of  Chemung,  Comptrf!l- 
ler:  Danifl  S.  Dickinson,  of  Broome,  Attorney-General;  \Vn.= 
LiAM  B.  Lewis,  of  Kings,  Treasurer;  William  B.  Taylor,  (tf 
Oneida,  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor ;  William  B.  Wrioh  r, 
of  Sullivan,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  ;  and  Franklin  A. 
Alberger,  of  Erie,  and  Benjamin  F.  Bruce,  of  Madison,  Canal 
Comm'ssioiiere. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Administeatiox  of  Goterkor  Morgan  {continued).  —  Progress  ani> 

TERMiyATIOX  OF  THE  IxEEELLIOX.  —  Re-ELECTION'  AND  AdMINISTUA- 

TioN  OF  Governor  Seymour.  —  Completion  of  the  Enlarged  Ekie 
Canal.  —  Draft  Riots  in  New  York.  —  Conspiracy  to  bvixs 
THE  City.  —  Election  of  Governor  Fenton.  —  Assassination  of 
President  Lincoln. 

1.  The  Legislature  again  assembled  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
January,  1862.    Governor  Morgan,  after  a  jreneral  exposi- 

1862.  *  '  o  r 

tion  of  the  condition  of  the  State,  recapitulated  the  events 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  congratulated  the  Legislature  on  the 
spirited  and  patriotic  response  of  the  State  to  the  call  of  the 
government  for  the  defence  and  preservation  of  the  Union.  He 
pledged  his  own  continued  exertions  and  those  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  the  devotion  of  the 
lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  honor  of  their  constituents  to  the 
common  cause. 

2.  During  this  year  the  State  continued  its  gigantic  exertions 
in  support  of  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 
Under  the  successive  calls  of  the  President  for  six  hundred 
thousand  men,  one  hundred  and  twenty  regiments  were  sent 
into  the  field,  and  upwards  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars were  paid  for  bounties  to  volunteers,  carrying  the  State 
war  expenditure,  including  town  and  county  subscriptions,  to 
twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

3.  The  entire  number  of  regiments  sent  to  the  field  during 
the  preceding  year  was  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  wuth  120,578 
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men,  increased  during  the  present  year  by  recruits  for  tlie  regu- 
lar army,  volunteers,  and  enlistments  for  regiments  of  other 
States,  to  a  grand  total  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
men.  The  losses  of  these  regiments  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Hun, 
and  in  other  skirmishes  during  the  year,  amounted  to  about 
twenty  thousand^  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  The  entire 
force  in  the  field  was  scattered  over  nine  States  in  forty-three 
different  brigades,  and  under  the  command  of  twelve  generals 
of  division,  and  bore  an  active  part  in  every  engagement  with 
the  rebels. 

4.  At  the  opening  of  navigation  in  this  year,  the  enlarged 
canal  was  completed  throughout  its  whole  extent  The  total 
cost  of  this  great  work,  including  the  interest  on  loans  made  for 
its  construction,  amounted  to  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 
The  foreign  exports  from  the  State  amounted  to  ^  111,000,000, 
and  its  imports  to  8  191,500,000. 

5.  At  the  fall  election,  Horatio  Seymour,  of  Oneida,  the 
Democratic  candidate,  was  re-elected  Governor,  and  David  IL 
Floyd  Jones,  of  Suffolk,  Lieutenant-Governor,  by  a  majority  of 
about  ten  thousand  votes  over  .Major-General  .JA^^ES  S.  Wads- 
worth,  and  Lyman  Tremain,  the  Republican  candidates. 

6.  Governor  Seymour,  in  his  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  18G3,  dwelt  at  great  length  uiX)n  the  violation,  by 
Congress  and  the  government,  of  the  rights  of  the  States  and 
the  security  of  persons  and  pro[x,'rty  ;  traced  the  origin  of  the 
war  to  a  pervading  disregard  of  the  obligations  of  the  laws  and 
of  the  Constitution,  a  disrespect  for  constituted  authority,  and 
local  and  sectional  prejudices.  A  spirit  of  insubordination,  he 
observed,  had  sapped  the  foundations  of  municipal.  State,  and 
national  authority. 

7.  The  war,  in  his  judgment,  might  and  shoidd  have  been 
averted  ;  but  when  its  floodgates  were  opened,  the  administra- 
tion was  iriadequate  to  g^*asp  its  diuiensions  or  to  control  its 
sweep.  The  government  was  borne  along  with  the  current,  and 
struggled  as  it  best  could  with  the  resistless  tide.  Kxtravagance 
and  corruption  pervaded  all  its  departnieiits,  followed  by  arbi- 
trary arrests  in  violation  of  the  Constituti<ai  and  the  laws,  dis- 
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regard  of  the  rights  and  authority  of  the  State,  siippre^-i-.n 
of  public  jouinals,  proclamation  of  martial  law,  and  the  ;if- 
terapted  emancipation  of  tiie  slaves. 

8.  The  Union  must  be  restored  in  its  integrity  as  it  exi-tt-l 
before  the  war.  Trie  situation  as  it  stood  must  be  accept (•«  I  . 
our  armies  in  the  field  must  be  supjx)rted,  and  all  the  constitu- 
tional requirements  of  the  government  promptly  responded  to. 
Under  no  circumstances  could  a  division  of  the  Union  be  con- 
ceded. Every  policy  of  conciliation  should  be  exhausted,  every 
inducement  to  peace  offered,  every  right  of  the  South  guaranteed, 
but  the  nation  must  remain  one  and  indivisible.  Ex-Governur 
Edwin'  D.  ^[ougan,  early  in  February,  was  elected  United  States 
Senator  in  place  of  Preston  King,  whose  term  of  office  had  ex[>ire*i. 

9.  The  aspect  of  the  national  conflict  with  the  forces  of  tlu- 
rebellion,  at  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  July  of  this 
year,  was  gloomy  and  discouraging  in  the  extreme.  The  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  under  the  command  successively  of  Bnrnsuie 
and  Hooker,  after  repeated  and  disastrous  defeats  at  Fredericks- 
burg and  Chancellorsville,  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
the  north  to  cover  Baltimore  and  Washington,  upon  which  the 
troops  of  General  Lee  were  marching ;  Grant  was  held  at  bay 
l>efore  Yicksburg,  and  Banks  at  Port  Hudson  ;  Rosecrans  inactive 
in  Tennessee ;  and  Hooker,  on  the  eve  of  a  general  and  decisive 
engagement  in  the  heart  of  Pennsylvania,  displaced  by  ^leade. 

10.  At  this  momentous  crisis,  when  the  salvation  and  future 
destiny  of  the  nation  himg  upon  the  triumph  of  our  arms,  and 
another  defeat  would  have  been  irretrievable  ruin,  the  voice  of 
fixction  was  heard  over  our  laud  from  many  of  its  most  trusted 
public  men,  proclaiming  the  inevitable  failure  of  the  war  for  tlic 
suppression  of  the  rebellion,  casting  reproach  upon  the  Presich-nt 
and  his  counsellors,  depreciating  the  chanicters  and  conduct  ui 
the  commanders  in  the  field,  denouncing  the  civil  and  military 
authorities  for  their  efforts  to  sustain  and  defend  the  country, 
and  exciting  the  reckless  population  of  our  large  cities  and  towns 
to  open  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  Congress  and 
tlie  orders  of  the  President  providing  for  additional  recruits  to 
our  dej)leted  army. 
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11.  On  the  4th  of  July,  the  dav  succeeding  the  great  victory 
of  our  arms  at  Gettysburg,  and  before  intelligence  of  the  result 
was  known,  Governor  Seymour,  in  an  address  delivered  l)efore 
a  large  audience  at  the  Academy  of  Music  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  spoke  in  most  desponding  terms  of  the  condition  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  commenting  freely  upon  the  folly  of  persisting  in 
a  fratricidal  war,  entered  upon  without  necessity,  and  which 
might  easily  have  been  avoided^  and  solemnly  warning  its  sup- 
porters of  the  peril  and  wickedness  of  pursuing  a  course  which 
might  bring  the  evil  of  civil  war  into  our  own  homes. 

12.  On  the  13th  of  July,  pending  the  draft  in  the  city,  or- 
dered by  the  President  under  the  Enrolment  Act  of  Congress,  a 
tremendous  and  formidable  riot  was  commenced  at  the  opening 
of  the  drawhig  at  the  corner  of  Third  Avenue  and  Furty-.Sixth 
Street,  which  convulsed  and  devastated  the  city  for  three  days 
and  nights  without  intermission.  The  military  authorities  wore 
driven  from  their  station,  and  compelled  to  close  their  books  ; 
the  police  were  overpowered  or  held  at  bay ;  dwellings,  stores, 
the  Colored-Orphan  Asylum,  and  several  other  public  buildings, 
were  burnt  and  plundered  ;  numerous  brutal  and  barbarous  mur- 
ders were  committed  ;  and  it  was  only  by  the  fuial  interposition 
of  a  body  of  United  States  troops,  under  the  conunand  of  Major- 
Generals  Caxby  and  Dix  and  General  Harvky  Brown,  that  the 
riot  was,  on  the  fourth  day,  finally  suppressed. 

13.  On  the  second  day  of  its  continuance,- and  wliilo  it  was  in 
full  activity,  Governor  Si:ymour  reached  the  city,  and  after  issu- 
ing his  proclamation  declaring  the  city  in  a  state  (»f  insurrection, 
and  commanding  the  restoration  of  order,  immediately  repaired 
to  the  City  Hall,  where  he  addressed  an  innnense  crowd  of  the 
rioters,  informing  them  that  he  had  sent  tiie  Adjutant-General 
to  Washington  to  confer  with  the  authorities  there  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  draft,  recpiiring  them  to  cease  their  outrages  upon 
persons  and  property,  and  quietly  to  disperse,  awaiting  the  re- 
sults of  his  interference  in  their  behalf,  upon  which  thiy  nuirht 
coulidently  rely.  This  appeal,  iiowover,  was  utterly  unheeded  ; 
and  the  Governor  found  himself  compelled  to  invoke  the  inter- 
ference of  the  military  authorities. 
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14.  The  amount  of  property  destroyed  by  the  rioters  on  this 
occasion,  for  which  the  city  was  subsequently  held  responsiiilo 
to  the  owners,  was  valued  at  about  two  million  dollars,  and  not 
far  from  a  thousand  lives  were  estimated  to  have  been  lost.  Its 
fury  was  not  confined  to  the  city,  but  extended  into  the  suburbs 
on  every  side,  and  to  the  principal  towns  and  cities  on  the  Hutl- 
8on.  Through  the  energetic  action  of  the  Kecorder,  John  T. 
Hoffman,  the  chief  leaders  in  the  riots  were  promptly  tried, 
convicted,  and  sentenced  in  accordance  with  law. 

15.  President  Lincoln  having  declined  to  suspend  the  draft, 
on  the  application  of  Governor  Seymour,  Major-General  Dix,  on 
the  30th  of  July,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  latter,  re- 
questing his  aid,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  enforcement  of  that  measure.  This 
having  been  decUncd,  forty-four  regiments  and  batteries  of  ar- 
tillery were  placed  by  the  United  States  Government  at  the  dis- 
posal of  General  Dix  for  that  purpose  ;  and  a  proclamation  was, 
on  the  18th  of  August,  issued  by  Governor  Seymour,  prohibiting 
all  riotous  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  those  opposed  to  the 
draft,  and  denouncing  the  severest  penalties  against  all  persons 
concerned  in  such  unlawful  procecdin^rs.  The  draft  was  accord- 
ingly resumed  and  completed  without  further  resistance. 

IG.  The  number  of  volunteers  obtained  under  State  author- 
ity during  the  year  was  twenty-five  thousand,  and  upwards  of 
thirty  thousand  additional  recruits  wore  q^ilisted  and  drafted 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government.  The 
whole  number  of  troops  raised  in  the  State  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year  was  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand,  of  which 
number  two  liundred  and  tliirty  thousand  were  enlistments  for 
the  period  of  three  years. 

17.  On  the  same  day  with  the  termination  of  the  great  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg,  Vicksburg  was  surrendered  to  General  Grant. 
Port  Hudson  was  soon  afterwards  evacuated  ;  and  the  sj)l(nulid 
victories  of  Chattanooga,  Chickamauga,  and  Lookout  Moun'.iin.. 
achieved  during  the  autumn  by  (irant,  Sherman,  Hoc^ker,  and 
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their  gallant  associates,  diffused  a  universal  feeling  of  joy 
throughout  the  country. 

18.  At  the  annual  election  in  November,  Chauncey  M.  De- 
pew,  of  "Westchester,  was  elected  Secretary  of  State,  Lucius 
Robinson,  Comptroller,  and  John  Cochrane,  of  New  York,  At- 
torney-General, by  majorities  averaging  about  thirty  thousand, 
together  with  large  Eepublican  majorities  in  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature. 

19.  The  Legislature  reassembled  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  January  of  the  succeeding  year.    Governor  Seymour, 

in  his  annual  message,  estimated  the  aggregate  revenue  of  the 
State  canals  for  the  past  three  years  at  .$17,722,284,  leaving 
a  balance  of  about  fourteen  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  after 
defraying  all  expenses  of  superintendence  and  repairs.  He  re- 
ported the  agricultural  and  educational  interests  of  the  State 
as  in  a  flourishing  condition,  notwithstanding  the  burdens  im- 
posed by  the  war. 

20.  The  Prcst  ,'hnt  and  Congress,  he  observed,  had,  by  the 
continued  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  supported  by  the  army 
and  navy,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  people,  effected  a  com])lete 
revolution  in  the  government.  National  bankruptcy  and  ruin 
were  imminent.  The  government  in  its  persistent  attempts  to 
subjugate  the  South,  in  violation  of  its  solemn  pledges  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  had  failed  in  the  attainment  of  its 
ends  ;  ai^d  it  remained  for  a  wiser  statesmanship  to  restore 
peace  on  a  constitutional  and  conciliatory  basis. 

21.  A  State  tax  of  five  and  a  quarter  mills  on  each  dollar  of 
the  assessed  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property  was  im- 
posed by  the  Legislature  during  its  session,  three  fourths  of  a 
mill  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  common  schools,  one  and  a 
quarter  for  general  purposes,  about  two  for  bounties,  and  the 
residue  for  canal  expenditures  and  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment- 

22.  On  the  22d  of  April  the  Governor  communicated  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature,  disapproving  in  strong  terms  of  tho 
joint  resolution  adopted  by  the  two  Houses  providintr  that  r\o 
distinction  should  be  made  in  the  currency  in  which  the  domes- 
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tic  and  foreign  holders  of  State  stocks  should  be  paid ;  in^^ist- 
ing  that,  whatever  arrangements  might  be  made  for  the  payment 
of  the  former,  the  faith  of  the  State  was  irrevocably  pledged  to 
redeem  its  obligations  to  the  latter  in  specie.  These  views  of 
the  Governor  wore  assented  to  by  the  financial  authorities  of 
the  State,  and  carried  into  effect. 

23.  During  the  year,  161,604  men  were  sent  into  the  field  by 
the  State  authorities,  under  calls  of  the  President ;  making,  in 
all,  an  aggregate  of  437,700  contributed  by  the  State  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  Apprehensions  having  been  enter- 
tained of  a  recurrence  of  riotous  proceedings  in  the  city  of  New 
York  at  the  annual  November  election,  Major-General  Butler 
was  ordered  to  the  city,  and  a  military  force  of  about  seven 
thousand  men  placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  preservation  of 
public  order. 

24.  President  Lixcolx  was  re-elected  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  popular  and  electoral  vote  over  Major-General 
George  B.  McClellan  the  Democratic  candid^*^^e;  and  Andrew 
Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  elected  Vice-President  by  a  similar  vote 
over  George  H.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio.  PcEuben  E.  Fenton,  of 
Chautauque,  was  elected  Governor,  and  Thomas  G.  Alvord,  of 
Onondaga,  Lieutenant-Governor,  by  a  majority  of  about  ten 
thousand  votes  over  Governor  Seymour  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
Jones.  Both  branches  of  the  Legislature  were  strongly  Repub- 
lican. 

25.  On  the  night  of  the  25th  of  November,  a  daring  attempt 
was  made  by  incendiaries  to  set  fire  to  the  principal  hotels  and 
public  buildings  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Robert  Kennedy, 
one  of  the  culprits,  was  arrested,  tried,  and  convicted  by  a 
court-martial  convened  by  Major-General  Dix,  and  subsequently 
executed,  after  making  a  full  confession  of  the  conspiracy,  on  the 
part  of  a  number  of  confederates,  to  destroy  the  city. 

26.  During  the  year  a  snccession  of  brilliant  victories  were 
achieved,  under  the  command  of  Licutcnant-General  Grant,  on 
his  march  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Confederate  capital ;  At- 
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lanta  waa  captured  by  the  iiTepressible  Sherman  ;  Tennessee 
was  freed  from  invasion ;  and  Sherman,  co-oj)crating  with 
Grant,  commenced  his  famous  march  to  the  sea,  terminating  in 
the  capture  of  Cohimbia  and  Charleston. 

27.  Governor  Fenton,  in  his  annual  message  in  Januarv, 

"1 8G5 

18G5,  congratulated  the  Legislature  on  the  prosperous  con- 
dition of  the  State  in  all  its  departments,  and  on  the  brilliant 
prospects  of  a  victorious  termination  of  the  war  through  the 
patriotic  energy  of  the  government  and  the  signal  ability  of  our 
commanders  in  the  field.  He  transmitted  the  amendment  to 
the  National  Constitution  proposed  by  Congress  for  the  abohtiou 
of  slavery,  with  an  earnest  recommendation  for  its  prompt  atlo|>- 
tion. 

28.  The  spring  opened  with  the  defeat  of  the  Confederate 
Army  at  Petei-shurg,  Virginia,  early  in  April,  followed  by  the 
evacuation  of  Richmond,  the  dissolution  of  the  Confederate 
government,  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court-Houso 
on  the  9th,  that  of  Johnston  at  llaleigli  on  the  Hth,  tiie  dis- 
persion of  the  rebel  army,  and  the  tlight  and  capture  of  the  reliel 
President  and  his  associates. 

29.  In  the  midst  of  the  universal  rejoicings  over  these  great 
events,  the  nation  was  astounded 'by  the  intelligence  of  t  lie 
Assassination  of  President  Lincoln  by  John  Wilkes  ilnotli,  at 
Ford's  Theatre  in  Washington,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of 
April.  Ahea\ypallof  mouniing  settled  over  the  entire  Cnion  ; 
and  while  a  fearful  and  speedy  vengeance  overtook  the  guilty 
perpetrators  of  tliis  great  crime,  and  a  nation  was  following  its 
martyred  chief  to  his  last  resting-place,  a  new  administration 
was  inaugurated  by  the  succession  of  Vice-President  ANl)RE^¥' 
Johnson  to  the  vacant  presidential  chair. 

30.  x\t  the  fall  election,  Major-Gencral  Francis  C.  P>aui.ow, 
of  New  York,  was  elected  Secretary  of  State,  Tii<.)Mas  Hii.l- 
nousE,  of  Ontario,  Comptroller,  and  Jofin  H.  Martindai.e,  of 
Monroe,  Attorney-General,  with  Kepublictm  majorities  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature. 
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CHAPTER  VIII, 

Administratio-jt  of  Governor  Ff.nton.  —  Visit  of  Presibext  Joitv- 
soy  AND  Cahixet,  General  Grant,  and  Admiral  Faruagi  t.  — 

Al>OPTION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  UnITED  Stat:.>< 

Constitution.  —  Condition  and  Finances  of  the  State. —  Con- 
stitutional Convention.  —  Free  Schools.  —  Normal  School*. 
—  Cornell  University. — Election  of  Governor  Hoffman. — 
Fifteenth  Amendment. 

1.  At  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature  of  186G,  Governor 
1866  -^^^'^^^^  ^^^^^  recapitulating  the  great  events  of  the  preced- 
ing year  and  tendering  his  congratulations  on  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war,  submitted  a  general  exhibit  of  the  condition 
of  the  State,  and  recommended  vaiious  measures  of  intcrn;il 
improvement  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  He  paid 
a  high  tribute  to  the  exertions,  during  the  war,  of  the  Trustees 
and  managers  of  the  Soldiers'  Depot  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  members  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  Union  League,  and 
Ladies'  Soldiers'  Ilelief  Association,  and  concluded  by  a  few  per- 
tinent remarks  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  Union. 

2.  The  proceeding-s  of  the  Legislature  were  not  marked  by 
any  incidents  of  general  interest  or  importance. 

3.  Durine:  the  session,  President  Johnson,  with  Secretarv 
Seward  and  other  members  of  the  Cabinet,  General  Gllvnt,  and 
Admiral  Fakragut,  visited  the  capital  and  city  of  New  Y(ak, 
on  their  way  to  the  dedication  of  a  monument  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  Senator  Douglas,  of  Illinois.  Their  reception  by 
the  State  and  mimicipal  authorities  was  characterized  by  the 
usual  formalities  and  honors. 

4.  At  the  November  election,  Governor  Fenton  was  re-elected 
Governor,  and  Stewart  L.  Woodford,  of  New  York  City,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, by  a  majority  of  about  fourteen  thousand  over 
John  T.  Ilolfman  of  New  York  and  Kobert  H.  Pruyu  of  Albaiiy. 
A  majority  of  Kepublican  members  were  elected  to  both  bruuciic-i 
of  the  Legislature. 

5.  Governor  Ff-NTON,  in  his  message  in  January',  1SG7, 
calle<l  the  attention  of  the  Le;j,i^5l:itui-e  to  the  nccesiiity 
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of  providing  additional  canal  facilities  by  the  construction  of  an 
enlarged  tier  of  locks  on  the  line  of  the  Oswego  and  Erie  Canals, 
from  tide-water  to  the  Lakes,  admitting  the  passage  of  steam- 
Tcssels  of  from  five  to  six  hundred  tons'  burden.  This  proposi- 
tion was  favorably  received  by  the  Legislatm-e,  and  the  neces- 
sary steps  were  taken  for  its  adoption. 

6.  Tlie  Governor  also  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed Fourteenth  Amendment  to  the  National  Constitution, 
providing  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  government  of  the  States 
recently  in  rebellion,  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  equality 
of  rights  to  every  citizen  of  the  Hepublic.  The  sur|)lus  canal 
receipts  up  to  the  present  time  were  stated  at  upwards  of  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  applicable  chiefly  to  the  payment  of  the 
canal  debt,  the  reduction  of  which  was  steadily  proirn  ssing. 
There  were,  in  the  State,  24,527  manufacturing  cstabli.shrnonts, 
■with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $  227,074,187,  and  a  productive 
return  of  $  4G3, 003,877.  A  bill  providing  for  the  call  of  a 
Convention  for  the  amendment  of  the  State  Constitution  wrw 
passed,  providing  for  an  election  of  delegates  in  April  (ind  tlio 
assembling  of  the  Convention  earl}'  in  the  succeeding  June.  On 
the  first  Tuesday  in  February,  RoscoE  CoxKLixCf,  of  Oneida, 
"was  appointed  United  States  Senator  in  place  of  Ira  Harris, 
whose  term  had  expired. 

7.  During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  year,  an 
act  was  passed  on  the  recommendation,  and  chiefly  throuL'h  tiio 
exertions,  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Mr. 
Rice,  increasing  the  State  tax  for  the  support  of  common 
schools  from  three  quarters  of  a  mill  to  one  mill  and  a  quarter 
on  each  dollar  of  the  valuation  of  real  and  personal  estate,  and 
declaring  all  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  includiu;j:  the 
various  academical  departments  devoted  to  the  instruction  and 
preparation  of  teachers,  and  the  State  Normal  Schools,  frke  to 
all  pupils  availing  themselves  of  their  benefits. 

8.  Additional  Normal  Schools  were  now  authorized  to  be  es- 
tablished in  Fredonia,  Chautauque  County;  Geneseo,  Livin;rston 
County;  Brockport,  Monroe  (Jounty ;  Cortland  ville,  Cortlaml 
County ;    Potsdam,   St.  Lawrence  County ;  and  ButVulo,  Krio 
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County;  in  addition  to  the  State  Normal  School  at  the  capitul, 
and  the  Primary  Normal  and  Training  School  at  0«\ve_^., 
which  had  been  organized  in  1863. 

9.  On  the  4th  of  June  the  Constitutional  Convention  as- 
sembled at  the  Capitol  in  Albany,  and  organized  by  the  election 
of  William  A.  Wueeler,  of  Franklin,  as  President,  and  Lutiiei: 
Caldwell,  of  Chemung,  as  Secretary'.  The  usual  committcL-s 
having  been  appointed  for  the  preparation  of  business,  the  Con- 
vention addressed  itself  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  de- 
volving  upon  it. 

10.  The  reorganization  of  the  Judiciary  occupied  a  lar::c 
share  of  its  deliberations,  and  elicited  much  able  discussion. 
The  regulation  of  the  franchise,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Executive  and  the  Legislature,  and  various  other  proposed 
modifications  of  the  Constitution,  were  considered ;  and  the 
session  was  prolonged  to  the  termination  of  the  year. 

11.  In  July  and  August  the  Anti-Rent  disturbances  again 
broke  out  in  Albany  County,  rendering  it  necessary  to  call  out  a 
strong  military  force  for  their  repression.  By  this  prompt  action 
of  the  executive  authorities  all  further  opposition  to  the  collec- 
tion of  rents  from  the  refractory  manorial  tenants  was  suppressed, 
and  the  principal  offenders  were  arrested  and  committed  for  trial, 

12.  At  the  November  election,  Homer  A.  Nelson,  of  Dutch- 
ess, was  elected  Secretary  of  State  ;  William  F.  Allex,  of 
Oswego,  Comptroller  ;  and  ^Iarshall  B.  Champlain,  of  Alle- 
gany, Attorney-General.  A  majority  of  the  members  elected 
to  the  Assembly  were  Democrats,  while  the  Senate  remained 
Ilepublican. 

13.  The  Legislature  reassembled  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  January,  1868.  William  Hitchman,  of  New  York, 
was  elected  Speaker.  Governor  Fentox  informed  the  LcL'i-'- 
lature  that  the  debt  of  the  State,  deducting  the  balance 
of  the  sinking  fund  for  the  discharge  of  the  canal  debt,  was 
$44,114,592.  The  aggrccrate  valuation  of  its  real  and  personal 
estate  was  stated  at  $  4,500,000,000,  that  of  real  estate  alone 
being  estimated  at  upwards  of  nine  hundred  millions.    Of  the 
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entire  area  of  the  State,  consisting  of  28,297,142  acres,  sixteen 
million  of  acres  were  under  cultivation. 

14.  The  amount  of  public  funds  applicable  to  common-school 
education  ^as  about  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  to  which 
were  added,  from  local  taxation  and  other  sources,  about  seven 
and  a  half  millions,  making  an  aggregate  of  about  nine  millions 
of  dollars.  About  five  millions  of  dollars  were  annually  paid 
for  teachers'  wages  ;  nearly  two  millions  for  the  purchase  df 
sites  and  the  building  of  school-houses  ;  twenty -five  thousicud 
for  school  libraries ;  and  upwards  of  two  hundred  thoiisund  for 
apparatus,  text-books,  and  supplies  for  the  various  scijools. 
Early  in  February,  AoRAii  B.  Weaver,  of  Oneida,  was  elected 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  in  place  of  Victor  M.  liico. 

15.  The  Constitutional  Convention  reconvened  early  in  Janu- 
ary at  the  City  Hall  in  xVlbany,  which  had  been  ])laccd  at  its 
disposal  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  n  suincd  its 
discussions  and  deliberations.  Various  proposed  anieiKhnents 
to  the  Constitution  were  considered  and  adopted,  and  the  entire 
instrument,  as  modified,  reported  to  the  Convention  for  its  iiual 
adoption  and  submission  to  the  people  through  the  action  of  tlio 
Legislature. 

16.  By  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  Constitution,  tlic  ri-ht 
of  suffrage  was  conferred  on  all  male  inluibitaiits  of  the  au'?  of 
twerty-one  years  and  upwards,  without  distinction  of  color  ;  the 
payment  of  the  Canal  and  other  State  debt-s  secured  ;  the  tenu 
of  office  of  Senators  extended  to  four  y<\irs;  the  As>enibly  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  nienii)ers  ;  tlie  C«»urt  ol' 
Appeals  organized  with  a  Chief-Justice  and  six  Associate  Jutii^i's  ; 
the  existing  Supreme  Court  organization  retained,  with  eertain 
additional  provisions  for  the  des[)atch  of  business,  —  tlie  ju(li:«'H 
to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  and  to  hold  their  otlices  for  fourteen 
years,  or  until  they  attain  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Provision 
was  also  made  for  submittinir  to  the  people,  in  187.'>,  the  question 
whether  such  judges  should  continue  to  be  elected,  or  whether 
the  position  should  be  filled  by  appointment.  The  remaining 
provisions  were  substantially  the  same  a.s  those  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1846. 
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17.  During  the  summer  of  this  year,  the  Cornell  Univcrsitr, 
the  charter  of  which  was  obtaiucd  in  18G2,  and  which  was  en- 
dowed by  Congress  with  the  avails  of  one  milhon  of  acres  of 
public  lands,  and  by  hberal  benefactions  from  its  founder,  Ezua 
Cornell,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  a  practical  education  in  aia'i- 
cultural  and  mechanical  science,  was  opened  under  favorable 
auspices  at  Ithaca. 

18.  At  the  November  election,  John  T.  Hoffjian,  Mayor  of 
New  York,  was  elected  Governor,  and  Allen  C.  Beach,  of  Erie, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  by  a  majority  of  nearly  thirty  thousand 
votes  over  John  A.  Griswold,  of  Rensselaer,  and  the  Republican 
candidate  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Republicans,  however, 
secured  a  majority  of  the  Legislature.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  of 
Illinois,  was  elected  President,  and  Schuyler  Colf^vx,  of  Indiana, 
Y ice-President,  of  the  United  States,  by  large  electoral  majorities, 
over  Horatio  Seymour,  of  New  York,  and  Fr.vnk  P.  Blair,  of 
Missouri,  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic  party. 


■     CHAPTER  IX. 

Admixistration  of  GovEKTfon  Hoffman. — Fixaxces  and  Coxditiox 
OF  THE  Statk.  —  Common  Schools.  ^ Pudlic  Schools  ant>  Gov- 
ernment OF  New  York  City.  —  Rejection  of  the  New  CoxsTrru- 
TioN.  — Judiciary  of  the  State. 

1.  Governor  Hoffman,  in  his  annual  mcfe'sasre  to  the  Lcgis- 
lature  of  18G0,  reviewed  the  financial  condition  of  the  State 
and  tiiat  of  its  various  litemry  and  charitable  institu- 
tions, and  suggested  such  alterations  and  modifications  of  the 
laws  as  in  his  ju.dganent  the  pul^lic  interest  required.  The  bal- 
ance due  on  the  State  debt,  after  applying  the  avails  of  the 
sinking  fund,  was  $38,804,148.7-1,  and  would  probably  be  ex- 
tinguished witliin  a  few  3'oars. 

2.  Tiic  CoiuMKMi-School  Fund  amoimtcd  to  $  10,r)00,000,  of 
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TV'liich  five  nnd  a  half  millions  had  been  applied  diiring_the  past 
year  to  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  $  2G,72G  for  libraries, 
$  234,4-32  for  school  apparatus,  .$G-4,7G5  for  the  support  of  col- 
ored schools,  and  two  millions  of  dollars  for  school-houses  and 
sites.  Nine  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand  hve  hundred 
children  were  educated  in  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-one  districts  diunng  the  year,  and  twenty-seven  thousand 
teachers  employed,  of  whom  nearly  twenty-two  thousand  were 
females.  Upwards  of  one  million  volumes  were  in  the  several 
school  libraries. 

3.  On  the  second  Tuesday  in  February,  Reuben  E.  Fexton", 
of  Chautauque,  was  elected  United  States  Senator  in  place  of 
Edwin  D.  Morgan,  whose  term  of  office  had  expired.  The 
Fifteenth  Amcndn'cnt  to  the  National  Constitution,  prohibiting 
to  the  several  States  all  discrimination  in  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise  on  account  of  color,  was  ad<jptcd  tU*  the  Legis- 
lature, and  a  bill  passed  for  the  submission  of  the  new  Consti- 
tution to  the  people  at  the  ensuing  fall  election,  the  suffrage 
and  judiciary  clauses  to  be  separately  voted  upon. 

4.  During  the  session  an  important  change  was  made  in  the 
Public-School  system  of  the  city  of  New  York.  The  Board  of 
Commissioners,  consisting  of  three  members,  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple from  each  of  the  seven  districts  into  which  the  city  had  been 
divided  by  a  previous  legislative  enactment,  was  disbanded,  and 
a  new  board  substituted,  to  consist  of  twelve  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor,  the  political  majority  of  the  city  to  bo 
represented  by  seven  and  the  minority  by  five  members,  and  to 
hold  their  respective  offices  until  the  year  1S71,  after  which 
th^ir  successors  were  to  be  elected  by  general  ticket,  preserving 
the  same  relative  political  aspect. 

5.  At  the  charter  election  in  December  of  the  previous  year, 
the  late  District-Attonioy  A.  Oakey  Hall  had  been  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city  in  f)Iace  of  Governor  Hofi'man.  Twelve  Com- 
missioners of  Common  Schools  were  accordingly  appointed  by 
him  under  the  act  refeiTed  to,  and  early  in  May  organiz.ed 
themselves  as  a  board  by  the  election  of  Richard  L.  Laiuie- 
MORE  as  President,  and  William  Hitcilmax,  late  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  as  Clerk. 
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6,  The  financial  afli\irs  of  the  city  had  been  committed  to  the 
charge  of  Rickard  B.  Connolly  as  Comptroller,  and  Peter  Ji. 
Sweeney  as  Chamberlain,  bv  whom  they  were  ably  and  faith- 
fully administered.  Samuel  B.  Garvin,  late  an  Associate  JudLre 
of  the  Superior  Court,  was  appointed  District- Attorney  in  place 
of  Mayor  Hall. 

7.  At  the  November  election,  the  Democratic  State  officers 
■were  re-elected  by  a  majority  of  upwards  of  twenty  thousand 
votes,  together  with  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  provision  in  the  now  Constitution  conferring  equal- 
ity of  suffrage  on  the  blacks  was  rejected  by  a  heavy  vote,  as 
was  also  the  Constitution  itself,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  article  on  the  Judiciary,  wliich  was  incorporated  into  the 
existing  Constitution  as  Article  Sixth. 

jjj.Q  8.  The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  4th  of  January,  and 
William  Hitchman,  of  New  York,  was  re-elected  Speaker 
of  the  Assembly.  Governor  Hoffman,  in  his  message,  stated 
the  balance  due  on  the  State  debt  on  the  30th  of  September 
last,  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  at  8  34,848,000,  of  which  8  12,- 
725,211  existed  previous  to  the  Rebellion,  and  the  remaining 
$  22,000,000  was  the  unpaid  portion  of  the  bounty  debt  in- 
curred during  the  war.  He  anticipated  its  entire  extinguish- 
ment within  eight  years. 

9.  The  State  tax  levied  during  the  year  amoimted  to  5f  mills 
on  the  dollar,  on  the  total  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal 
estate  of  the  State,  distributed  as  follows  :  1]-  mills  for  schools, 
{  of  a  mill  for  canals,  2|  for  bounties,  and  l^  for  the  gene- 
ral expenses  of  the  State  government  ;  amounting  in  all  to 
$  10,403,170.33.  The  canals  yielded  a  surplus  revenue  during 
the  year  of  8  3,854,044.59. 

10.  The  value  and  importance  of  the  canals  to  the  best  and 
highest  interests  of  the  State  were  dwelt  upon,  not  only  in  refer- 
ence to  our  own  interests,  but  to  those  of  the  European  States, 
which  were  beginning  to  direct  their  attention  to  this  mode  of 
internal  improvement.  They  were,  in  his  judgment,  especially 
serviceable  as  a  check  upon  exorbitant  charges  of  railroad  cor- 
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porations  in  the  transportation  of  merchandise  and  agricultural 
products. 

11.  More  than  six  millions  of  dollars  had  been  paid  during 
the  year  for  teachers'  wages  in  the  Common  Schools,  and  nearly 
two  and  a  htdf  millions  for  school-houses,  sites,  repairs,  and 
furniture.  There  were  in  the  State  nearly  1,500,000  chil- 
dren of  school  age,  one  million  of  whom  attended  the  public 
schools  during  some  portion  of  the  year,  and  2G,000  were  in 
private  schools.  4,200  pupils  were  in  attendance  at  the  six  Nor- 
mal schools.  The  number  of  school-houses  in  the  State  was 
11,698. 

1 2.  "  These  facts,"  the  Governor  obser^-es,  "  show  the  great 
proportions  to  which  our  common-school  system  has  grown. 
There  may  be  defects  in  it,  but,  taken  as  a  whole,  it  commands 
and  receives  the  hearty  commendation  and  the  cordial  sujiport 
of  the  gi'eat  body  of  the  people.  Under  our  form  of  government, 
in  which  the  voice  of  the  people  is  so  potential,  the  State  lias  a 
direct  interest  in  so  educating  the  masses  that  they  may  in- 
telligently understand  their  duty  as  citizens  ;  and  no  tax  should 
be  paid  more  cheerfully  than  that  which  enables  all,  without 
reference  to  station  or  condition,  to  acquire  the  rudiments  of 
a  good  English  education." 

13.  The  number  of  savings'  banks  in  the  State  was  stated  at 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of 
$  180,000,000.  The  subjects  of  prison  discipline  and  insane 
hospitals  were  dwelt  upon  at  considerable  length.  The  number 
of  immigrants  during  the  year,  landed  at  the  port  of  Xew  York, 
was  260,000,  being  an  increase  of  -40,314  over  the  year  1808. 
Special  legislation  was  discountenanced,  and  several  recom- 
mendations were  submitted  for  general  purposes. 

1 4.  A  comj)lcte  revision  of  the  statutes  of  the  State  was  recom- 
mended, as  were  also  amendments  of  the  Regisfry  and  Election 
Laws,  the  Criminal  Code,  the  Excise  Laws,  and  tlie  various  pro- 
visions for  commissions  in  the  cities.  The  message  closed  with 
a  general  and  very  able  discussion  of  the  le.L^islation  of  Congi-ess 
on  federal  aflairs,  the  taritl",  and  national  tinances. 
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15.  The  repoi-t  of  the  Adjut<ant- General  showed  that  the 
militia  or  "  jSational  Guard"  of  the  State  numbered  25,085  otfi- 
cers  and  privates,  comprising  three  regiments,  one  battalion,  and 
four  troops  of  cavalry,  three  battalions  and  eight  batteries  of 
artillery,  and  forry-seven  regiments  and  three  battalions  of  in- 
fantry. A  reduction  of  the  force  to  20,000  was  ordered  by  the 
last  Legislature,  and  three  regiments  had  already  been  mustered 
out  of  service. 

16.  Joint  resohotions  at  an  early  period  of  the  session  were 
introduced  and  passed  by  a  strict  party  vote,  withdrawing  the 
consent  of  the  State  to  the  Fifteenth  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment, and  bills  introduced  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  va- 
rious objects  recommended  in  the  Governor's  message. 

17.  Towards  the  close  of  the  session  an  act  was  passed 
amending  and  revising  the  charter  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
reorganizing  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments,  and  creating  a 
Department  of  Public  Works,  a  Department  of  Public  Parks, 
and  a  Department  of  Public  Charities  and  Corrections.  An  act 
incorporating  the  Female  Normal  College  of  the  city  of  New 
York  was  also  passed. 

18.  During  the  summer  of  this  year  Admiral  Farragut  died, 
■while  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  Maine.  His  remains  were 
brought  to  the  city  of  New  York,  Avhere  his  funeral  obsequies 
were  performed,  and  appropriate  respect  was  paid  to  his  mem- 
ory in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

19.  At  the  fall  elections,  Governor  Hoffman  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Beach  vv'cre  re-elected  by  upwards  of  thirty  thousand 
majority,  both  houses  of  the  Legislature  remaining  Democratic 
by  a  small  majority.  The  proposed  Constitutional  Amendment, 
loaning  tlie  credit  of  the  State  for  the  payment  of  the  Canal 
Debt,  was  defeated  by  a  lar<re  majority. 

20.  The  Legislature  was  organized  on  the  3d  of  January, 
1871,  by  the  re-election  of  William  HrrcnMAN,  of  New  York, 

Speaker. 
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CONCLUSIOy.  —  GEXEEAL  RECAP ITCLA  TIOX. 

1.  HA\iyG  now  completed  our  labors,  we  turn  to  a  irenoral 
surv-ey  of  the  gi-ound  over  which  wo  have  tntvellcd.  and  a  C(an- 
prehensive  summary  of  the  gT'md  results  which  dnnuLr  a  ]icri<'d 
of  about  two  centuries  and  a  half  have  been  accomplisho<l  witliin 
the  domains  of  what  is  now  not  improperly  termed  the  *'  Lmtiuk 
State"  of  the  American  Union. 

2.  From  a  pathless  wilderness,  trodden  only  by  the  scattered 
and  stealthy  footprints  of  a  savage  and  barliarous  race,  wo  have 
seen  it,  at  first  by  slow  dcLrrees,  and  then  1)V  a  rapid  j'niL'rt  ss, 
covered  by  the  traces  of  a  civilization  which  has  c'>nverte<l  the 
deep  primeval  forests  into  cities,  towns,  villaires,  and  llounsli- 
ini^  farms,  the  abodes  of  luxury,  wealth,  retiuement,  and  cnj<y- 
ment. 

3.  From  a  little  handful  of  emiirrants  from  Holland,  number- 
ing  less  than  a  hundred  souls,  gathered  in  two  small  and  ill- 
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defended  forts  and  block-houses,  separated  from  each  other  hy 
an  interv^al  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  surrounded  hy 
forty  thousand  savages,  we  liave  seen  a  population  of  nearly 
foiu*  millions  of  inhabitants  spring  up,  clearing  the  vast  wilder- 
ness from  the  ocean  to  the  Lakes,  and  driving  before  them  its 
primeval  possessors,  until  scarcely  a  trace  of  their  former  great- 
ness remains. 

4.  We  have  witnessed  the  failure  of  the  well-meant  efforts  of 
the  original  colonists  to  impress  upon  the  virgin  soil  of  the 
western  continent  the  comparatively  indolent  and  apathetic 
civilization  of  the  "  fatherland,"  with  all  its  sturdy  honesty  and 
indomitable  integrity,  and  the  reins  of  empire  seized  upon  by 
the  strong  hands  and  stout  hearts  of  the  English  invaders, 
whose  vancfuards  had  already  reclaimed  the  bleak  and  barren 
coasts  of  New  England. 

5.  Then  ensued  the  long  and  gallantly  maintained  struggle  on 
the  part  of  the  new  colonists,  aided  and  strengthened  by  their 
predecessors  whose  supremacy  they  had  so  recently  displaced, 
to  assert  and  maintain  their  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges 
against  a  dominant  aristocracy,  supported  and  sustained  by  the 
wealth,  power,  and  influence  of  the  greatest  and  most  haughty 
government  in  the  Old  World. 

6.  Through  a  protracted  series  of  difficulties,  embarrassments, 
and  obstacles  the  aroused  spirit  of  liberty  steadily  maintained 
its  ground  against  the  most  fearful  odds,  until  after  a  century 
of  colonial  vassalage,  continually  protesting  and  contending 
against  the  systematic  invasion  of  their  most  cherished  rights, 
the  hour  arrived  for  the  complete  disruption  of  the  galling  bond- 
age under  which  they  had  so  long  and  impatiently  struggled, 
and  the  thirteen  united  colonies,  after  a  war  of  seven  years  with 
their  formidable  oppressors,  became  a  free  and  independent 
nation. 

7.  In  this  great  contest  for  national  existence,  New  York  led 
the  van,  and  precipitated  by  her  boldness  and  determined  enerL'y 
the  inevitable  issue.  It  was  in  her  metropolis  that  the  sturdy 
and  irrepressible  "  Sons  of  Liberty  "  hurled  defiance  against  the 
minions  of  tyranny  and  oppi-cssion  ;  in  her  tribunals  of  justice 
that  the  freedom  of  the  press  was  triumphantly  vindicated  ; 
and  in  defence  of  her  towering  "  Liberty  Pole,"  that,  on  the 
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heights  of  Golden  Hill,  the  first  blood  of  the  Revolution  was 
shed. 

8.  And  when  the  contest  came,  and  the  trained  l>attalions  of 
European  conscripts,  commanded  by  the  experienced  veteniiis  of 
English  warfare,  overran  our  land,  it  was  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New  York  which,  driven  from  town  to  town  by  the  in- 
vading army,  steadily  and  unflinchingly  rallied  the  brave  de- 
fenders of  their  homes  and  hearths  to  the  bloody  battlc-fichl, 
sustained  their  sinking  spirits  amid  reverses,  privations,  and  the 
severest  suffering,  and,  while  exhausting  their  means  in  provid- 
ing for  the  wants  of  their  own  citizens  in  the  field,  freely  pledged 
their  resources  for  the  future  in  behalf  of  the  common  cause. 

9.  Independence  achieved,  and  its  cost  to  be  met  in  the  midst 
of  divided  and  distracted  counsels,  with  a  government  hastily 
improvised  and  utterly  unable  to  command  obedience  to  its  (iic- 
tates  except  by  consent  of  each  of  its  membci's,  it  was  New 
York,  the  wealthiest  and  most  powerful  of  all,  and,  looking  only 
to  her  own  interest,  best  able  to  dispense  with  any  otlu  r  gov- 
ernment than  her  own,  that  promptly  came  forward,  through 
her  most  accomplished  citizens,  to  secure  the  adoption  of  a  Con- 
stitution which  indissolubly  huked  her  destinies  with  those  of 
her  sister  States. 

10.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  when,  through  her  unwaverin?; 
patriotism  and  noble  magnanimity,  the  Union  was  placed  upon 
a  permanent  basis  and  the  future  existen<:e  of  the  nation  se- 
cnred,  did  she  turn  her  attention  to  the  development  of  her 
own  resources,  the  administration  of  her  own  government,  and 
the  organization  of  suitable  institutions  for  the  promotion  nn<i 
advancement  of  her  material,  moral,  civil,  and  social  well-being. 

11.  During  this  period  three  great  statesmen  and  patricfs 
towered  prominently  over  all  their  associates,  directing,  <j:uidinLr, 
and  energizing  public  aifairs,  and  contributing  beyond  all  others 
to  the  great  results  of  the  war  of  Independence.  (Ikouok  Clin- 
ton, the  first  Governor,  during  a  period  of  over  twenty  years, 
by  his  ability,  sterling  integrity,  and  indoniitaljle  perse venmce, 
surrounded  by  innumerable  ditliculties  and  enibarrassuients, 
successfully  conducted  tiie  Ship  of  State  to  its  destined  harbor, 
and  laid  the  foundations  for  its  future  greatness. 

12.  Alexaxdeii  Hamilton,  by  his  transcendent  talents,  elo- 
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quence,  and  energy,  threw  himself  into  the  breach  against  tlie 
fiercest  waves  of  faction;  and  in  conjunction  with  Joiix  Jay 
saved  the  Constitution,  and  with  it  the  Union,  from  the  im- 
minent perils  by  which  it  was  surrounded.  Upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  government,  both  these  distinguished  men  rendered 
the  most  important  services  to  their  country,  in  its  civil  and 
diplomatic  service ;  and  their  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  as 
the  founders  and  supporters  of  the  American  Union. 

13.  Governor  Clinton  availed  himself  of  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  common-school 
system,  and  the  initiation  of  measures  for  developing  the  re- 
sources and  adding  to  the  wealth  of  the  State  by  the  improve- 
ment of  its  navigable  waters  and  their  connection  by  artificial 
canals.  Both  these  measures  were  destined  to  be  afterwards 
fully  realized  through  the  genius  and  executive  ability  of  his 
great  kinsman  and  successor,  De  Witt  Clinton. 

14.  At  this  time  —  between  1790  and  1800  —  the  entire 
population  of  the  State  did  not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand, 
chiefly  concentrated  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk.  The  extensive  and  fertile  valleys 
and  plains  of  the  western  section  of  the  State,  fuam  Utica  to 
Lake  Erie,  were  still  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  a  few  scat- 
tered hamlets  only  diversified  the  region  between  Albany  and 
the  sources  of  the  Mohawk. 

15.  The  administrations  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  and  De 
Witt  Clinton,  extending,  with  a  brief  interval,  over  a  period 
of  nearly  twenty  years,  constituted  the  most  brilliant  portion 
of  the  annals  of  the  State.  Tlie  former  by  his  persistent,  de- 
voted patriotism  and  self-sacrificing  exertions,  carried  us  tri- 
umphantly through  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  the 
latter,  by  his  commandinir  talents  and  for-seeing  statesmanship, 
laid  the  foundations  of  our  magnificent  common-school  system, 
and  conceived  and  carried  into  execution,  amid  the  most  for- 
midable obstacles,  the  greatest  work  of  internal  improvement 
the  world  liad  ever  known. 

IG.  Their  distinguished  successors,  Van  Buren,  Marcy,  Sew- 
ard, and  Wright,  and  the  more  recent  occupants  of  the 
executive  chair,  built  nobly  upon  these  solid  foundations  of 
greatness  and  wealth,  enlarging,  expanding,  and  adorning  the 
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superstructure  of  political  and  social  prosperity ;  steadily  de- 
Tcloping  and  applying  the  immense  resources  of  the  State  in 
all  its  departments,  and  maintaining  its  high  position  and 
character  as  the  imperial  member  of  the  confederacy. 

17.  Nor  must  the  long  and  splendid  array  of  her  jurists, 
legislators,  and  statesmen  occupying  subordinate  positions  in 
the  executive  administration  of  the  State,  and  representing  her 
interests  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  be  overlooked  in  this 
connection.  The  illusti'ious  names  of  Spencer,  Kent,  Van 
Ness,  Platt,  Thompson,  AVoodworth,  and  Yates  in  her  earlier, 
and  Savage,  Sutherland,  Marcy,  Nelson,  Bronson,  and  Cowen 
in  her  later  judiciary,  adorned  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
while  her  Chancery  was  graced  by  the  comprehensive  learning 
and  gi-eat  ability  of  Lansing,  Kent,  Jones,  and  Walworth. 

18.  In  the  ranks  of  the  legal  profession  were  to  be  found  the 
great  names  of  Hamh.ton,  Burr,  Van  Vechten,  Van  Buren, 
Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  Elisha  Williams,  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
John  C.  Spencer,  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  Samuel  Stevens,  Am- 
brose L.  Jordan,  Ogden  Hoffman,  James  T.  Brady,  James  W. 
Gerard,  Francis  B.  Cutting,  Charles  O'Conor,  Charles  P. 
KiRKLAND,  and  William  M.  Evarts,  with  a  long  list  of  contem- 
poraries an/l  successors  worthy  of  such  high  association.  In 
her  legislanve  halls  were  to  be  heard  such  men  as  Clinton, 
Sfencer,  Young,  Hoot,  Van  Buren,  Sharp,  Ogden,  Livings- 
ton, DuER,  Tallmadge,  Suydam,  Wright;  and,  at  a  later 
period,  Seward,  Seymour,  Humphrey,  Bradish,  Patterson, 
HuLBURD,  Cutting,  King,  and  a  host  of  othei^  of  greater  or 
less  ability,  influence,  and  worth. 

10.  In  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States  she  has  been  worthily 
represented  by  Philip  Schuyler,  Aaron  Burr,  (Iouvernkur 
Morris,  Obadiaii  German,  Nathan  Sanford,  Martin  Van 
Buren,  Charles  E.  Dudley,  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge.  Bufls 
King,  De  Witt  Clinton,  William  L.  Marcy,  Silas  Wright, 
John  a.  Dix,  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  William  H.  Seward, 
Preston  King,  Hamilton  Fish,  Ira  Harris,  Edwin  D.  Mor- 
gan, IloscoE  CoNKLiNG,  and  Beurkn  E.  Fenton.  In  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  John  W.  Taylor,  for  two  terms,  tilled  the 
Speaker's  chair,  and  among  tiie  delegations  from  New  Ycrk  a 
long  list  of  eminent  and  distinguished  names  might  be  cited. 
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20.  In  the  Cabinet  of  the  United  States,  x^lexaxder  Hamil- 
ton, Martin  Van  Buren,  John  C.  Spencer,  Smith  TnoMPso>-, 
Gideon  Granger,  James  K.  Paulding,  William  L.  Mar(  y, 
Benj.  F.  Butler,  John  A.  Dix,  Wm.  H.  Seward,  AVm.  M.  Evarts, 
and  Hamilton  Fish,  have  occupied  various  positions.  Two  Pres- 
idents only,  Martin  Van  Buren  and  Millard  Fillmore,  have 
filled  the  executive  chair  of  the  nation  ;  while  the  Yice-Presidenc-v 
has  been  conferred  upon  Aaron  Burr,  George  Clinton,  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  ^Iillard  Fillmore. 

21.  On  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
John  Jay  was  the  first  Chief-Justice,  and  Smith  Thompson  and 
Samuel  Nelson  have  held  the  position  of  Associate  Justices. 
John  Jay,  Martin  Van  Buren,  Washington  Irving,  George 
Bancroft,  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  James  Watson  Webb,  John  A. 
Dix,  and  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  have  occupied  high  diplomatic 
positions  as  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  courts  of  England, 
France,  Spain,  and  Prussia,  and  in  the  South  American  States. 

22.  In  the  army  we  have  the  illustrious  names  of  Mont- 
G03IERY  and  Schuyler,  James  Clinton,  Herkimer,  McDougall, 
Lamb,  Sullivan,  and  Willett,  of  Revolutionary  memory ;  Ma- 
comb, Brown,  Wool,  the  Van  Rensselaers,  Ripley,  Pike, 
an4  Porter,  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  war  of 
1812  ;  Wool  and  Worth  in  the  war  with  Mexico  ;  and  Wads- 
worth,  Dix,  Sickles,  Sigel,  Asboth,  Barlow,  Slocum,  Wood- 
ford, and  Jones  during  the  Rebellion. 

23.  Among  the  most  distinguished  of  the  scientific  men  who 
have  shed  an  enduring  lustre  upon  their  native  or  adopted  State 
may  be  named  Di-s.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  T.  Romeyn  Beck, 
Valentine  Mott,  and  John  W.  Francis,  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion ;  Professors  Hall,  Emmons,  Beck,  Torrey,  Mather,  Hough, 
and  De  Kay  of  the  geological,  chemical,  and  natural-history 
department ;  Francis  Lieber,  Thomas  Ewbank,  and  Professor 
Henry,  now  in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  at  Wash- 
ington. * 

24.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Robert  Fulton,  as  the  grout 
inventors  of  steam  navigation  ;  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse,  as  the  in- 
ventor of  the  magnetic  telegraph  ;  and  Cyrus  W.  Field,  as  the 
indefatigable  pioneer  of  the  ocean  telcL^'raph,  —  will  long  l>e  re- 
membered as  great  public  benefuctors ;  and  the  unwearied  e\cr- 
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tions  of  Henry  O'Reilly  in  the  construction  of  telegraphic  Hnes 
throughout  every  portion  of  the  Union  have  conferred  a  histiug 
benefit  upon  the  civihzation  of  the  age. 

25.  In  the  ranks  of  hterary  celebrity  and  success,  Washington' 
Irving  occupies  the  foremost  place ;  while  William  Culf.en 
Bryant,  Fitz-Green  Halleck,  Joseph  Rodman  Drake,  George 
P.  Morris,  Nathaniel  P.  AVillis,  Alfred  B.  Street,  and  Phede 
and  Alice  Carey  as  poets;  James  Fennimore  Cooper,  James 
K.  Paulding,  Donald  G.  Mitchell,  and  Richard  B.  Kim  ball 
as  novelists;  and  George  Bancroft,  J.  Romeyn  Buoadiiead, 
E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  and  Henry  B.  Dawson  as  historians,  —  have 
attained  a  high  reputation  in  their  respective  departments  of 
literary  effort. 

26.  Among  the  most  influential  conductors  ^  the  public 
press  —  that  gi'eat  organ  of  public  opinion  —  may  be  enumer- 
ated Solomon  Southwick,  Jesse  Buel,  Edwin  Cuoswell,  Tiieu- 
Low  Weed,  George  Dawson,  and  William  Cassidy,  of  Alli;iuy  ; 
and  John  Peter  Zenger,  James  Cheetham,  Wh.llvm  L.  Stone, 
Charles  King,  Mordecai  M.  Noah,  William  Coleman,  ilwHAi  e 
Greeley,  William  Cullen  Bryant,  Henrv  J.  Raymond,  Jamls 
Watson  Webb,  James  Gordon  Bennett,  Manton  Marble,  J  amil-j 
and  ERA^irus  Brooks,  Charles  A.  Dana,  and  Joseph  IIowakd, 
Jr.,  of  New  York. 

27.  The  church  has  been  adorned  by  the  lives  and  eloquence 
of  Archbishops  Hughes  and  McCloskey  of  the  Cuthohc  futh  ; 
Bishops  Hobart,  Potter,  De  Lancey,  Cox,  and  Drs.  Vinion, 
Muhlenberg,  Dix,  Tyng,  Taylor,  Wainwrigiit,  and  Andrews, 
of  the  Episcopal;  Bishops  Asbury,  Heddlng,  Emory,  and  Jam.-^, 
the  eloquent  young  Summerfield,  and  Silas  Comfort,  f»f  tbe 
Methodist;  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  and  Drs.  Spring.  Stoiul^. 
Adams,  Sprague,  Campbell,  and  Potts,  of  tlie  Presbyterian  ami 
Congregational;  Drs.  Welch,  Burchard,  Gii.Li:rr,  and  ot tiers, 
of  the  Baptist;  Drs.  Wyckoff,  Bethune,  and  Vermh.ve,  of  t lie 
Dutch  Reformed;  Dr.  Chapin,  Stephen  R.  Smith,  and  Doi  puis 
Skinner,  of  the  Universalists  ;  Drs.  Dewey,  Bellows,  (  ).-.;< h'D, 
and  Frothinguam,  of  the  Unitarians  ;  and  many  otiiers  U^h 
widely  known  and  distinguished,  but  not  less  worthy  of  remem- 
brance and  high  regard  in  their  humbler  tields  of  labor. 

28.  Conspicuous  among  the  eminent  philantliropists  who  havo 
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distinguished  themselves  for  their  liberal  public,  private,  and 
social  benefactions  in  the  interests  of  charity,  humanity,  and 
the  advancement  of  science  and  civilization,  may  be  found  tho 
names  of  Leake,  Watts,  Johx  Jacob  Astor,  Peter  Cooper, 
Gerrit  Smith,  Alexander  T.  Stewart,  and  last,  though  not 
least,  Hexry  Bergh,  whose  disinterested  and  persevering  exer- 
tions for  the  suppression  of  cruelty  to  animals  have  entitled  him 
to  the  warmest  regards  of  every  benevolent  heart.  The  Cham- 
ber OF  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  consisting  of  its 
leading  merchants,  stands,  also,  prominently  forward  in  the 
active  promotion  of  every  enlightened  public  and  charitable 
enterprise. 

29.  Fitting  mention  should  also  be  made  in  this  place  of  the 
prominent  educators  who  have  impressed  their  stamp  upon  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  the  rising  generation.  First  in  this  great 
field  of  labor  was  Dr.  Elipiialet  Nott,  who  at  the  commence- 
Inent  of  the  century  as'  President  of  Union  College  at  Schenec- 
tady organized  that  institution,  and  during  a  period  of  over  sixty 
years,  assisted  for  a  long  time  by  Professor  Alonzo  Potter,  late 
Bishop  of  Pennsylvania,  annually  sent  out  of  its  walls  large  classes 
of  graduates,  fitted  in  all  points  for  active  service  in  Church  or 
StJte.  To  him  succeeded  in  a  humbler,  but  not  less  important, 
field,  Joseph  Lancaster,  whose  indefatigable  exertions,  seconded 
by  the  powerful  influence  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  moulded  the 
earliest  system  of  popular  education  organized  in  the  State 
and  city  of  New  York,  and  who  in  the  midst  of  his  labors  was 
accidentally  killed  in  our  streets  in  1838.  His  system  of  in- 
struction was  ably  carried  into  etfoct  through  the  energetic  ef- 
■forts  of  George  T.  Trimble,  the  President,  and  Samuel  W. 
Seton,  the  Executive  Agent,  of  the  Public-School  Society ;  but 
was  finally  abandoned  on  the  dissolution  of  that  corporation. 

30.  For  more  than  half  a  century  the  Mrs.  Willards,  of  tho 
Troy  Female  Seminary,  and  Professor  Alonzo  Crittenden,  of 
the  Albany  Female  Seminary  and  Packard  Institute  of  Brook ly  2, 
aided  by  Professor  and  Mrs.  Eatun,  have  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  higher  education  of  young  ladies  ;  while  Dr.  T. 
PoiiEYN  Beck,  of  the  Albany  Academy,  aiiled  by  Dr.  Bullions, 
and  Professors  Henry  .and  Cooke;  Principals  Page,  Perkins, 
VVoolworth,  CocmuN,  and  their  successors  in  the  iState  Xormai 
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School ;  the  venerable  Dr.  Dewey,  of  the  Rochester  Collegiate 
Institute,  and  afterwards  of  the  University  there  ;  Chancellor 
Ferris,  of  the  Xew  York  University  ;  and  Presidents  Kixg  and 
Barnard,  of  Columbia  College,  President  John  H.  Haymoxd,  of 
Yassar  College,  Davis  and  Xortii  of  Hamilton,  Webster,  of  the 
Free  Academy  and  College  of  the  city  of  New  York,  with 
worthy  colleagues  in  every  section  of  the  State,  —  were  assidu- 
ously training  our  young  men  and  women  for  future  usefulness 
and  honor. 

31.  The  first  railroad  laid  down  in  the  State  was  that  between 
Albany  and  Schenectady,  which  was  completed  in  1829.  There 
are  now  between  fifty  and  sixty  companies,  and  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred  miles  of  road  in  operation,  at  an  aggre- 
gate cost  of  nearly  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Tlie  })rin- 
cipal  lines  are  those  of  the  Central,  the  Hudson  Iliver,  Hurleui 
and  Erie  Ptailroads,  traversing  the  State  in  different  sections 
from  New  York  to  Lake  Erie,  with  numerous  branches  com- 
municating with  the  principal  towns  and  cities  in  every  portion 
of  the  State. 

32.  Tlie  taxable  valuation  of  real  and  personal  estate  in  the 
State  is  about  five  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  about 
one  fifth  ^onsists  in  cultivated  and  improved  land.  There  are 
upwards  of  twenty-five  thousand  manufacturing  establishments, 
employing  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  persons,  and  having 
an  aggregate  capital  of  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  and  a 
productive  capacity  of  nearly  double  that  amount.  The  an- 
nual value  of  exports  from  the  State  is  upwards  of  a  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  and  that  of  its  imports  two  hundred  mil- 
lions. 

33.  The  whole  number  of  public  schools  in  the  State  is  about 
twelve  thousand,  in  which  nearly  one  million  ot  children  iire  an- 
nually educated  by  twenty-seven  thousand  teachers,  upwards  of 
twenty-two  thousand  of  wliom  are  females.  Ten  millions  of 
dollars  are  annually  expended,  from  the  avails  of  State  funds 
permanently  appropriated  and  State  and  municipal  taxation, 
in  the  employment  of  teachers,  the  purchase  of  sites,  the  laiild- 
ing  and  furnishing  of  school-houses,  and  the  provision  of  lil)ra- 
ries  and  school  apparatus.  In  these  libraries  upwardij  of  one 
million  of  volumes  are  already  collected. 
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34.  Two  hundred  academies,  with  fifty  thousand  pupils  an  ] 
one  thousand  teachers;  fifteen  colleges,  with  an  aj^grcL^Mte  (  f 
upwards  of  two  thousand  students;  seven  Normal  and  trainin,: 
schools  for  teachers ;  several  medical,  theological,  and  law  sclmfis 
and  colleges ;  and  twenty-five  hundred  private  and  incorporated 
schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  with  an  aggregate  attendance 
of  seventy  thousand  pupils, — are  distributed  tliroughout  the 
different  sections  of  the  State. 

35.  Numerous  charitable  institutions,  supported  in  great  part 
from  public  and  corporate  funds,  are  found  in  the  principal  cities 
and  towns  for  the  education,  supj)ort,  and  relief  of  the  deaf, 
dumb,  blind,  idiots,  and  lunatics,  paupers,  widows  and  orphans, 
and  inebriates ;  hospitals  for  the  care  and  medical  treatment 
of  the  sick  and  wounded ;  homes  for  the  destitute,  atilicted,  and 
incurable ;  and  penitentiaries  and  houses  of  refuge  for  the  de- 
tention and  reformation  of  youthful  con\icts. 

36.  Ten  thousand  spacious  churches,  cathedrals,  and  places 
of  public  worship,  adorn  our  cities,  villages,  and  rural  hamlets  ; 
involving  an  ag'gregate  expenditure  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  an  annual  contribution  of  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  clergy.  One  thousand  daily,  weekly,  semi- 
wwkly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  newspapers,  magazines,  and  po- 
nodicals  diffuse  information  broadcast  among  the  people  j  and 
public  libraries  aboimd  iu  eveiy  section  of  the  State,  embracing 
in  the  aggregj\te,  including  the  several  school  libraries,  neii.rly 
two  millions  of  volumes. 

37.  The  city  of  New  York  alone,  with  a  population  of  about 
one  million,  contains  upwards  of  two  hundred  public  schools, 
numbering  two  hundred  thousand  pupils,  with  twenty-five  hun- 
dred teachers,  twenty-two  hundred  of  whom  are  females,  and 
three  hundred  private  schools,  with  an  aggregate  of  seventy 
thousand  pupils  and  sixteen  hundred  teacliers,  at  an  annual 
cost  in  the  former  of  three  millions,  and  in  the  latter  of  two 
millions,  of  dollars ;  three  colleges,  with  departments  of  law 
and  medicine  in  two  of  them,  two  medical  colleges  and  sev- 
eral theological  seminaries ;  asyhuns  for  the  deaf,  dumb,  and 
blind  ;  an  academy  of  design  and  various  art-gallerics ;  three 
opera-houses,  ten  tiieatres,  tliree  hundred  churches,  eighteen  pnl^ 
lic  parks,  eleven  public  markets,  charitable  associations  fur  tiiu 
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relief  of  every  descriptk'>n  of  suifcring:  and  poverty,  and  nu- 
merous literary  and  s-ciontific  institutions,  —  conspicuous  among 
which  are  the  Cooper  Union,  the  Historical  Society,  tlie  Astor, 
Mercantile,  Apprentices',  Institute,  City,  and  Society  Libraries, 
the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  the  Normal  and  High 
School  for  Girls,  Columbia  College,  and  the  New  York  Univer- 
sity,—  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  daily,  weekly,  and  semi- 
weekly  newspapers,  and  other  periodical  publications. 

38.  Such  is  a  brief  glance  at  the  progress  and  present  condi- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York,  —  her  early  history,  her  pro- 
tracted struggles  for  political  freedom  and  independence,  her 
triumphs  and  victories,  her  enterprise  and  energy,  and  the 
transcendent  abilities,  talents,  and  statesmanship  of  her  sons. 
Through  a  long  succession  of  trials  and  conflicts  she  has  ac- 
complished her  great  destiny  as  first  and  foremost  in  the  brilliant 
constellation  of  American  States  ;  and  with  her  proud  inorto, 
"Excelsior,"  advances  with  unfaltering  steps  to  the  achieve- 
ment in  the  futui'e  of  still  higher  and  grander  results.  E:sto 
Perpetca  ! 
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THE  CONSTITUTION  OF   THE  STATE  OF  NEW 
YORK. 

"We  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  grateful  to  Almighty  God 
for  our  Freedom,  in  order  to  secure  its  blessings,  do  establish  this 
Constitution. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  No  member  of  this  State  shall  he  disfranchised^  or  de- 
prived of  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  secured  to  any  citizens  thereof, 
unless  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers. 

Sec.  2.  The  trial  h]j  jnry  in  all  cases  in  which  it  has  been  heretofore 
used  shall  remain  inviolate  forever;  but  a  jury  trial  may  be  waived 
by  the  uarties  in  all  civil  cases  in  the  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec. /5.  The  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  reliqious  profession  and 
worship,  without  discrimination  or  preference,  shall  forever  be  allowed 
in  this  State  to  all  mankind ;  and  no  person  shall  be  rendered  incom- 
petent to  be  a  witness  on  account  of  his  opinions  'on  matters  of  re- 
ligious belief;  but  the  liberty  of  conscience  hereby  secured  shall  not 
be  so  construed  as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  justify  practices 
inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this  State. 

Sec.  4.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebeUion  or  invasion,  the  pubhc 
safety  may  require  its  suspension. 

Sec.  5.  Excest^ive  bail  shall  not  be  required  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  shall  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  be  inflicted,  nor 
shall  witnesses  be  unreasonably  detained. 

Sec,  6.  Xo  person  shall  be  held  to  ansmer  for  a  capital  or  other- 
wise infamous  crime  (except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  and  in  cases 
of  militia  when  in  actual  service ;  and  the  land  and  naval  forct-s  in 
time  of  war,  or  which  this  State  may  keep,  witii  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, in  time  of  peace;  and  in  cases  of  petit  larceny,  under  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Lr'gislature),  unless  on  presentment  or  indictment  of  a 
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grand  jury ;  and  in  any  trial  in  any  court  whatever,  the  party  accu.-  -l 
shall  be  allowed  to  appear  and  defend  m  person  and  witli  counsel  a  •  | 
in  civil  actions.  No  person  shall  be  subject  to  be  twice  put  in  jen;.-  I 
ardy  for  the  same  ofience  :  nor  shall  he  be  compelled  in  any  crimii:  | 
case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  hfe,  liben  v.  ■ 
or  property  without  due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private  property  l-.-  j 
taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation.  j 

Sec.  7.  When  private  property  shall  be  taken  for  any  public  iisr,  ; 
the  compensation  to  be  made  therefor^  when  such  compensation  is  noi 
made  by  the  State,  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  jury,  or  by  not  less  than  i 
three  commissioners  appointed  by  a  court  of  record,  as  shall  be  pre-  : 
scribed  by  law.    Private  roads  may  be  opened  in  the  manner  to  \<^^ 
prescribed  by  law;  but  in  every  case  the  necessity  of  the  road,  an. I 
the  amount  of  all  damage  to  be  sustained  by  the  opening  therec*!" 
shall  be  first  determined  by  a  jury  of  freeholders,  and  such  amount, 
together  with  the  expenses  of  tlie  proceeding,  shall  be  paid  by  the  \ 
person  to  be  benefited.  \ 

Sec  8.  Every  citizen  may  freely  speak^  turite,  and  publish  his  sen-  \ 
timcnts  on  all  subjects^  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  right  ; 
and  no  law  shall  be  passed  to  restrain  or  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech 
or  the  press.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  or  indictments  for  libels, 
the  truth  may  be  given  in  evidence  to  the  jury ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  the  jury  that  the  matter  charged  as  libellous  is  true,  and  was  pub- 
lished with  good  motives  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  l»e 
acquitted;  and  the  jury  shall  have  the  right  to  determine  the  law 
and  the  fact. 

Sec,  9.  The  assent  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  eadi 
branch  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  requisite  to  every  bill  appropriating 
the  public  moneys  or  property  for  local  or  private  purposes. 

Sec.  10.  ^0  laiu  shall  be  passed  abridging  the  right  of  the  peo}>l>i 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  government,  or  any  depart- 
ment thereof,  nor  shall  any  divorce  be  granted,  otherwise  than  b\'  due 
judicial  proceedings  ;  nor  shall  any  lottery  hereafter  be  authorized  or 
any  sale  of  lottery  tickets  allowed  within  this  State. 

Sec.  11.  The  people  of  this  State,  in  their  right  of  sovereignty,  an^ 
deemed  to  possess  the  original  and  ultimate  property  iji  and  to  oil 
lands  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State;  and  all  lands  the  tiile  to 
which  shall  fail,  from  a  defect  of  heirs,  shall  revert,  or  escheat  to  the 
people. 

Sec.  12.  All  feudal  tenures  of  every  description,  with  all  their  in- 
cidents, are  declared  to  be  abolished,  savinir,  however,  all  rents  an' I 
services  certain  which  at  any  time  heretofore  have  been  lawfully 
created  or  reserved. 

Sec.  13,  All  lands  within  this  State  are  declared  to  be  allodial^  so 
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that,  subject  only  to  the  liability  to  escheat,  the  entire  and  absolute 
property  is  vested  in  the  owners,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
respective  estates. 

Sec.  14.  No  lease  or  grant  of  agricidtural  land,  for  a  longer  period 
than  twelve  years^  hereafter  made,  in  which  shall  be  reserved  any  rent 
or  service  of  an\^  kind,  shall  be  valid. 

Sec-  15.  All  fines,  quarter  sales,  or  other  like  restraints  upon  aliena- 
tion reserved  in  any  grant  of  land,  hereafter  to  be  made,  shall  be 
void. 

Sec  16.  IsTo  purchase  or  contract  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  State, 
made  since  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made,  of,  or  witli 
the  Indians,  shall  be  valid,  unless  made  under  the  authority  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  17.  Such  parts  of  the  common  law,  and  of  tlio  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  colony  of  Xew  York,  as  together  did  form  the  law 
of  the  said  colony  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the 
said  Colony,  and  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Xew  York  in 
force  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  which  have  not  since  expired,  or  been  rep(.'aled  or 
altered,  and  such  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  as  are  now  in 
force,  shall  be  and  continue  the  law  of  this  State,  sul)joct  to  such 
alterations  as  the  Legislaturo^.shall  make  concerning  the  same.  But 
all  sue*  parts  of  the  common  law,  and  such  of  the  said  acts  or  parts 
thereoT,  as  are  repugnant  to  this  Constitution,  are  hereby  abrogated ; 
and  the  Legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, shall  appoint  three  commissioners- whose,  duty  it  shall  be  to 
reduce  into  a  written  and  systematic  code  the  whole  body  of  the  law 
of  this  State,  or  so  much  and  such  parts  thereof  as  to  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  seem  practicable  and  expedient.  And  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  specify  such  alterations  and  amendments  tlierein  as 
they  shall  deem  proper,  and  they  shall  at  all  times  make  repoi  ts  of 
their  proceedings  to  the  Legislature,  when  called  upon  to  do  so;  and 
the  Legislature  shall  pass  laws  regulating  the  tenui-e  of  otlu-e,  the 
filling  of  vacancies  therein,  and  the  compensation  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, and  shall  also  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  said  code, 
prior  to  its  being  presented  to  the  Legislature  for  adoptiou. 

Sec.  18.  All  grants  of  hind  within  this  State,  made  by  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  or  persons  acting  under  his  authority,  after  the  four- 
teenth day  of  Of.-tobi.'r,  one  tliousand  seven  Inuidred  and  seventy-live, 
shall  be  null  and  void;  but  notliing  contained  in  this  Constituiiou 
shall  affect  any  grants  of  land  within  this  State,  made  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  said  king  or  his  predecessors,  or  shall  annul  any  charters  to 
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bodies  politic  and  corporate,  by  hira  or  them  made,  before  that  day ; 
or  shall  affect  any  such  grants  or  charters,  since  made  by  this  State, 
or  by  persons  acting  under  its  authority;  or  shall  impair  the  obliga- 
tion of  any  debts  contracted  by  this  State,  or  individuals,  or  bodies 
corporate,  or  any  other  rights  of  property  or  any  suits,  actions,  rights 
of  action,  or  other  proceedings  in  courts  of  justice. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  1.  Every  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  who 
shall  have  been  a  citizen  for  ten  days,  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  State 
one  year  next  preceding  an  election,  and  for  the  last  four  months  a, 
resident  of  the  county  where  he  may  offer  his  vote,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  such  election,  in  the  election  district  of  which  he  shall  at 
the  time  be  a  resident,  and  not  elsewhere,  for  all  officers  that  now  are 
or  hereafter  may  be  elective  by  the  people  ;  but  such  citizen  shall  have 
been  for  thirty  days  next  preceding  the  election  a  resident  of  the 
.district  from  which  the  officer  is  to  be  chosen  for  whom  he  oflers  his 
vote.  But  no  man  of  color,  unless  he  shall  have  been  for  three  years 
a  citizen  of  this  State,  and  for  one  year  next  preceding  any  election 
shall  have  been  seized  and  possessed  of  a  freehold  estate  of  the  value 
of  two  hundred  and  hfty  dollars  over  and  above  all  debts  and  incum- 
brances charged  thereon,  and  shall  have  been  actually  rated  and  paid 

I a  tax  thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  votc^at  such  election.  And  no 
person  of  color  shall  be  subject  to  direct  taxation  unless  he  shall  bo 
seized  and  possessed  of  such  real  estate  as  aforesaid:  Provided,  that, 
in  time  of  war,  no  elector  in  the  actual  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  army  or  navy  thereof,  shall  be  deprived  of  his  vote  by 
reason  of  his  absence  from  the  State,  and  the  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  provide  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  time  and  place  at 
which,  such  absent  electors  may  vote,  and  for  the  canvass  and  returns 
of  their  votes  in  the  election  districts  in  which  they  respectively  re- 
side or  otherwise. 

Sec.  2.  Laws  may  be  passed  excluding  from  the  right  of  suffrage 
all  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  convicted  of  bribery,  larceny, 
or  of  any  infamous  crime ;  and  for  depriving  every  person  who  shall 
make,  or  become  direetly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any  bet  or  wager, 
depending  u{)<)n  the  result  of  any  election,  from  the  right  to  vote  ot. 
such  elet-tion. 

Sec.  3.  For  the  purpose  of  voting,  no  person  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  gained  or  lost  u  rtsidsuce,  by  rL-asoii  of  his  presence  or  absence^ 
while  employed  iu  the  service  of  the  United  States;  nor  while  en- 
gaged in  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  high  seas;  nor  while  a  student  of  any  seminary  of 
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learning;  nor  while  kept  any  almshouse,  or  other  asylum,  at  pub- 
lic expen-se;  nor  -while  cont;ned  in  any  public  prison. 

Sec.  4.  Laws  shall  bo  niade  for  ascertaining  hj  proper  proofs  the 
citizens  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage  hereby  estab- 
lished. 

Sec.  5.  All  flections  by  the  citizens  shall  be  hy  ballot,  except  for 
such  town  officers  as  may  by  law  be  directed  to  be  otherwise  chosen. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Section  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a 
Senate  and  Assembly. 

Sec.  2.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  thirty-two  members,  and  the 
senators  shall  be  chosen  for  two  years.  The  Assembly  shall  consist 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  members,  who  shall  be  annually 
elected- 

Sec.  3.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  thirty-two  districts,  to  be 
caLed  saiate  districts^  e.ieh  of  which  shall  choose  one  soiuitor.  The 
districts  shall  be  numbered  from  one  to  thirty-two  inclusive. 

District  number  One  (l)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  SuiTolk, 
Richmond,  and  Queens. 

District  number  Two  (2)  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Kings. 

District  number  Three  (3),  number  Four  (4),  number  Five  (.'>),  and 
number  Six  (G)  shall  consist  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 
Ard  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  said  city  and  county  shall,  on  or  Ih> 
fore  the  first  day  of  ^lay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-s^^ven, 
divide  the  Vaid  city  and  county  into  the  number  of  Senate  distrirfs  to 
"which  it  is  entitled,  as  near  as  may  be,  of  an  equal  number  of  inhab- 
itants excluding  aliens  and  persons  of  color  not  taxed,  and  cnnsistin-^ 
of  convenient  and  contiguous  territory ;  and  no  Assembly  <listri<-t  sh;i!l 
be  divided  in  the  formation  of  a  Senate  district.  The  Board  of  Super- 
visors, when  they  shall  have  completed  such  division,  shall  cau'ie  cer- 
tificates thereof,  stating  the  number  and  boundaries  of  each  district, 
and  the  population  thereof,  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  of  the  clerk  of  tlie  said  city  and  county. 

[The  residue  of  this  section  consists  of  the  designation  of  the  sev- 
eral Senate  districts,  which,  under  the  provisions  of  the  next  section, 
have  since  been  materially  changed  by  the  Legislature.] 

Sec.  4.  An  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  shall  be 
taken  under  tlie  direction  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  at  the  end  of  every  ten  years  tlu  re- 
after;  and  the  said  districts  shall  be  so  altered  by  the  Legislature,  at 
the  first  session  after  the  return  of  every  enumeration,  that  eaeii  .M-n- 
ate  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of 
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inhabitants,  excluding  aliens  and  persons  of  color  not  taxed  ;  and  sh;ill 
remain  unaltered  until  tlie  return  of  another  enumeration,  and  sliall  at 
all  times  consist  of  contiguous  territory;  and  no  county  shall  be  di- 
vided in  the  formation  of  a  senate  district  except  such  county  shall  be 
equitably  entitled  to  two  or  more  senators. 

Sec.  5.  The  members  of  assembly  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  counties  of  this  State,  by  the  Legislature,  as  nearly  as  may  be 
according  to  the  number  of  their  respective  inhabitants,  excluding 
aliens  and  persons  of  color  not  taxed,  and  shall  be  chosen  by  single 
districts. 

The  several  boards  of  supervisors  in  such  counties  of  this  State  as 
are  now  entitled  to  more  than  one  member  of  Assembly,  shall  assem- 
ble on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  next,  and  divide  their  respective 
counties  into  Assembly  districts  equal  to  the  number  of  members  of 
Assembly  to  which  such  counties  are  now  severally  entitled  by  law, 
and  shall  cause  to  be  filed  in  the  olTices  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  clerks  of  their  respective  counties  a  description  of  such  Assembly 
districts,  specifying  the  number  of  each  district  and  the  population 
thereof,  according  to  the  last  preceding  State  enumeration,  as  near  as 
can  be  ascertained.  Each  Assembly  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants,  excluding  aliens  and 
persons  of  color  not  taxed,  and  shall  consist  of  convenient  and  con- 
tiguous territory ;  but  no  town  shall  be  divided  in  the  formation  of 
As-sembly  districts. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  return  of  every  enu- 
meration, shall  reapportion  the  members  of  Assembly  among  the  sev- 

tral  counties  of  this  State,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  the  boards  of 
upervisors  in  such  counties  as  may  be  entitled,  under  such  reappor- 
tionment, to  more  than  one  member,  shall  assemble  at  such  time  as 
the  Legislature  making  such  reapportionment  shall  prescribe,  and 
divide  such  counties  into  Assembly  districts,  in  the  manner  herein 
directed  ;  and  the  apportionment  and  districts  so  to  be  made  shall 
remain  unaltered  until  another  enumeration  shall  be  taken  under  the 
provisions  of  the  preceding  section. 

Every  county  heretofore  established  and  separately  organized,  ex- 
cept the  county  of  Hamilton,  shah  always  be  entitled  to  one  member 
of  tlie  Assembly,  and  no  new  county  shall  be  hereafter  erected  unless 
its  population  shall  entitle  it  to  a  member. 

The  county  of  Hamilton  shall  elect  with  the  county  of  Fulton,  ui.til 
the  population  of  the  county  of  Hamilton  shall,  according  to  the  ratio, 
be  entitled  to  a  member. 

Sec  6.  The  viembers  of  the  Lef/isJafure  sliall  receive  fur  tlieir  ser- 
vices a  sum  not  exceeding  three  dollars  a  day,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session;  Imt  such  pay  shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate 
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three  hundred  dollars  for  per  diem  allovrance,  except  in  proceedings 
for  impeachments  The  hmitation  as  to  the  ag-i^rep:ate  compensation 
shall  not  take  effect  until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight  When  convened  iu  extra  session  by  the  Governor,  they 
shall  receive  three  dollars  per  day.  They  shall  also  receive  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  for  every  ten  raiies  they  shall  travel,  in  going  to  and  re- 
turning from  their  place  of  meeting,  on  the  most  usual  route.  The 
Speaker  of  the  A-ssemb!}'  shall,  in  virtue  of  his  oifice,  receive  an  ad- 
ditional compensation  equal  to  one  third  of  his  per  diera  allowance  as 
a  member. 

Sec  7.  No  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  any  civil  ap- 
poi\itment  within  this  Slate,  or  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  Governor,  the  Governor  and  Senate,  or  from  the  Legislature 
during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  ;  and  all  such 
appointments  and  all  votes  given  for  any  such  member,  for  any  such 
olEce  or  appointment,  shall  be  void. 

Sec.  8,  ISo  person  being  a  member  of  Congress,  or  holding  any 
judicial  or  military  office  under  the  L'nited  States,  shall  hold  a  scat 
in  the  Legislature,  And  if  any  person  shall,  after  his  election  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  be  elected  to  Congress,  or  appointed  to 
any  office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  his  acceptance  thereof  shall  vacate  his  seat. 

Sec.  9.  The  election  of  senators  and  members  of  Assernhlij,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  held  on  the 
Tuesday  succeeding  the  hrst  Monday  of  Xovember,  unless  otherwise 
directed.by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  ly.  A  majority  of  each  House  shall  constitute  a  qvorum  to  do 
business.  Each  House  shall  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceed- 
ings, and  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of 
its  own  members,  shall  clioose  its  own  officers ;  and  tho  Senate  shall 
choose  a  temporary  President,  Avhen  the  Lieutenant-Governoi  shall 
not  attend  a,s  rrosident,  or  shall  act  as  Governor. 

Sec.  11.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  it5  proceedings,  and 
publish  the  same,  except  such  parts  as  may  re([uire  secreey.  The 
doors  of  each  House  shall  be  kept  open,  except  when  the  public  wel- 
fare shall  r^'([uire  secrecy.  Neither  House  shall,  without  the  con.-ent 
of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days. 

Sec.  12.  For  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  members  shall  not  l>e  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

Sec.  13.  Any  biU.  may  ori'/inate  in  either  House  of  tlie  Legislature, 
and  all  l:)ills  passed  by  one  House  may  be  amended  by  the  otiier. 

Sec,  14.  The  enacting  clause  of  all  bills  shall  be  ''The  People  of 
the  State  of  Xew  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do 
enact  as  follows,"  and  no  law  shall  be  enacted  except  by  bill. 
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Sec.  15.  No  hiU  shall  be  passed  unless  hy  the  assent  of  a  majorihj 
of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  the 
question  upon  the  final  passage  shall  be  taken  immediately  upon  its 
last  reading,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec.  16.  Iso private  or  local  hill,  which  may  be  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature, shall  embrace  more  tlfan  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be  expressed 
in  the  title. 

Sec.  17.  The  Legislature  may  confer  upon  the  boards  of  supervisors 
of  the  several  counties  of  the  State  such  further  powers  of  local  legis- 
lation and  administration  as  they  shall  from  tiime  to  time  prescribe. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Section  1.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor, 
•who  shall  hold  his  olhce  for  two  years;  a  Lieutenant-Governor  shall 
be  chosen  at  the  same  time  and  for  the  same  term. 

Sec  2.  No  person  except  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
eligible  to  the  ojj'ice  of  Governor,  nor  shall  any  person  be  eligible  to 
that  office,  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and 
who  shall  not  have  been  five  years  next  preceding  his  election  a  resi- 
dent within  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  Governor  and  Lieutenani- Governor  shall  be  elected  at 
the  times  and  places  of  choosing  members  of  the  Assembly.  The 
persons  respectively  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Governor 
and  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  elected ;  but  in  case  two  or  more 
thall  have  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Governor,  or 
ibr  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  at  its  next 
annual  session,  shall,  forthwith,  by  joint  ballot,  choose  one  of  the  said 
persons  so  having  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Gov- 
ernor or  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Sfc.  4-.  The  Governor  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  military 
and  naval  forces  of  the  State.  He  shall  have  power  to  convene  the 
Legislature  (or  the  Senate  only)  on  extraordinary  occasions.  He  shall 
connnunicate  by  message  to  the  Legislature,  at  every  session,  the  con- 
dition of  the  State,  and  recommend  such  matters  to  them  as  he  shall 
judge  expedient.  He  shall  transact  all  necessary  businesst  with  the 
oHiccrs  of  government,  civil  and  military.  He  shall  expedite  all  such 
measures  as  may  be  resolved  upon  by  the  Legislature,  and  shall  tai.e 
care  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.  He  shall,  at  stated  times, 
receive  f  )r  his  services  a  compensation  to  he  established  by  law,  which 
shall  neither  be  increa-ed  nor  diminished  after  iiis  election  or  during 
his  continuance  in  olhce. 

Sec.  5.  The  Govcn/or  shall  have  the  power  to  grant  reprieves. 
•  commutations,  and  pardons,  after  conviction,  for  ail  offences  except 
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treason  and  cases  of  impeachnient,  upon  such  conditions  and  with 
such  restrictions  and  limitations,  as  he  may  think  proper,  subject 
to  such  regulation  as  may  be  provided  by  law  relative  to  the  manner 
of  applying  for  pardon^!.  Upon  conviction  for  treas^on,  he  shall  have 
power  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  sentence  until  the  case  shall 
be  reported  to  the  Legislature  at  its  next  meeting,  when  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  either  pardon,  or  commute  the  sentence,  direct  the  execu- 
tion of  the  sentence,  or  grant  a  further  reprieve.  He  shall  annually 
communicate  lo  the  Legislature  each  case  of  reprieve,  commutation, 
or  pardon  granted;  stating  the  name  of  the  convict,  the  crime  of 
which  he  was  convicted,  the  sentence  and  its  date,  and  the  date  of 
tlie  commutation,  pardon,  or  reprieve. 

Sec.  6.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  or  his  removal 
from  office,  death,  inability  to  discliarge  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
said  otTice,  resignation  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  powers  and  du- 
ties of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon  the  Lieutenant-CTOvernor  for  the 
residue  of  the  term,  or  until  the  disability  shall  cease.  But  when 
the  Governor  shall,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature,  be  out  of  the 
State  in  time  of  war,  at  the  head  of  a  military  force  thereof,  he  shall 
continue  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the  military  force  of  the  State. 

Sec.  7.  T\\e  Lieutenant- Governor  sh^iW  \^os^?^Qss,  the  same  qualifica- 
tions of  eligibility  for  office  as  the  Governor.  He  shall  be  Pjvsi'lt.nt 
of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  only  a  casting  vote  therein.  If  during 
a  vacancy  of  the  otlice  of  Governor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  stiail  be 
impeached,  displaced,  resign,  die,  or  become  incapable  of  perrorniing 
ttie  duties  of  his  offico,  or  he  be  absent  from  the  State,  the  I'residt  iit 
oV  the  Senate  shall  act  as  Governor  until  the  vacancy  be  liUed,  or  the 
disability  shall  cease. 

Sec.  S.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  shall,  while  acting  as  such,  receive 
a  com/)(?«.?a^;'o/i  which  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  and  which  shall  not  be 
increased  or  diminished  during  his  continuance  in  otlice. 

Sec.  9.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  Senate  and  Apsem- 
bly,  shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor;  if 
he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it  with  liis 
objer-tions  to  that  House  in  which  it  shall  have  original. m1,  who  shall 
enter  the  ol>jections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  recon- 
sider it.  If,  after  such  consideration,  two  thirds  of  the  menii'crs 
present  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  House,  by  whieh  it  shall  likewise  be  recon- 
sidered;  and  if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  present 
it  shall  become  a  law,  notwitlistan<ling  the  objeetions  (jf  the  GoN  ernor. 
But  in  all  such  eases  the  votes  of  both  Houses  shall  be  deteiniiiK d 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  members  voting  for  and 
against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  House  re- 
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spcctively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within 
ton  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to 
him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it, 
unless  the  Legislature  shall,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return; 
in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sectiox  1.  The  Secretary  of  State^  Comptroller^  Treasurer^  and  At- 
torneT/- General  shall  he  chosen  at  a  general  election,  and  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  two  years.  Each  of  the  otlicers  in  this  article  named 
(except  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly)  shall  at  stated  times,  during 
his  continuance  in  office,  receive  for  his  services  a  compensation, 
which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  term  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected ;  nor  shall  he  receive,  to  his  use,  any  fees 
or  perquisites  of  office,  or  other  compensation. 

Sec.  2.  A  S^afe  Engineer  and  Survci/or  shall  be  chosen  at  a  general 
election,  and  shall  hold  his  office  two  years,  but  no  person  shall  be 
elected  to  said  office  who  is  not  a  practical  engineer. 

Sec  3.  Three  Canal  Cornmissioners  shall  be  chosen  at  the  general 
election  which  shall  be  held  next  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years, 
and  one  for  three  years.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  shall 
meet  at  the  capitol  on  the  first  ^Monday  of  January  next  after  such 
election,  and  determine  by  lot  which  of  said  Commissioners  shall  hold 
his  office  for  one  year,  which  for  two,  and  which  for  three  years ;  and 
there  shall  be  elected  annually,  thereafter,  one  Canal  Commissioner, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  three  years. 

Sec.  4.  Three  In?;pectors  of  State  Prisona  shall  be  elected  at  the 
general  election  which  shall  be  held  next  after  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  one  for 
two  years,  and  one  for  three  years.  The  Governor,  Secretary  of  State, 
and  Comptroller  shall  meet  at  the  capitol  on  the  first  ^londay  of  Janu- 
ary next  succeeding  such  election,  and  determine  by  lot  which  of 
said  Inspectors  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  which  for  two,  and 
which  for  three  years:  and  there  shall  be  elected  annually  thereafter, 
one  Inspector  of  State  Prisons,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  three 
years ;  said  inspectors  shall  have  the  charge  and  superintendence  of 
the  State  prisons,  and  shall  appoint  all  the  officers  therein.  All  vacan- 
cies in  the  offire  of  such  Inspector  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor  till 
the  next  eu-ction. 

Skc.  o.  The  Li(Mitcnant-Governor,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Com[)troller,  Treasurer,  Attorney-General,  an<l  State 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  shall  be  ilio.  Conuiiissio tiers  of  the  Land  Ojjice. 
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The  Lieutenant-Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Comptroller,  Treasurer, 
and  Attorney-General  shall  be  the  Commissioners  0/ the  Canal  Fund. 
The  Canal  Board  shall  consist  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal 
Fund,  the  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners. 

Sec.  6.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  respective  hoards,  and  of  the 
several  officers  in  this  article  mentioned,  shall  be  such  as  now  are  or 
hereafter  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sf:c.  7.  The  Treasurer  may  be  suspended  from  office  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  and  until  thirty  days  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  whenever 
it  shall  appear  to  him  that  such  Treasurer  has,  in  any  particular,  vio- 
lated his  duty.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  a  competent  person  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  during  such  suspension  of  the  Treas- 
urer. 

Sec.  8.  All  offices  for  the  weighing,  gaugmg,  measuring,  culling, 
or  inspecting  any  merchandise,  produce,  manufacture,  or  commodity 
whatever,  are  hereby  abolished,  and  no  such  office  shall  hereafter  be 
created  by  law  ;  but  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  abrogate 
any  office  created  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public  health  or 
the  interests  of  the  State  in  its  property,  revenue,  tolls,  or  purchases, 
or  of  supplying  the  people  with  correct  standards  of  iveif/hts  and 
measures,  or  shall  prevent  the  creation  of  any  office  for  such  purposes 
hereafter. 

ARTICLE  YL 

[As  modified  by  constitutional  Amendment  adopted  by  the  people 
in  ISTovember,  1S69.] 

Section  1.  The  Assembly  shall  have  the  pov;er  of  impeachment, 
by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  all  the  members  elected.  The  court  for 
the  trial  of  impeachments  shall  be  composed  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Senators,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  and  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  or  the  major  part  of  them.  On  the  trial  of  an  im- 
peachment against  the  Governor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  not 
act  as  a  member  of  the  court.  Xo  judicial  officer  shall  exercise  his 
office,  after  articles  of  impeachment  against  him  shall  liave  been  pre- 
ferred to  the  Senate,  until  he  shall  have  been  acquitted.  Before  the 
trial  of  an  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  court  shall  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation,  truly  and  impartially  to  try  the  impeachment  accord- 
ing to  evidence;  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  coji- 
currence  of  two  thirds  uf  the  mendx-rs  present.  Judguh-nt  in  eases 
of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  ot!i(;ej 
or  removal  from  office  and  dL-;(iualihcation  to  hold  and  enjoy  any 
22 
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office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  State;  bnt  the  party  im- 
peached shall  be  liable  to  indictment  and  punishment  accordino:  to  l;nv. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  a  Court  of  Appeals  composed  of  a  Chief 
Judge  and  six  Associate  Judges,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors 
of  the  State,  and  shall  hold  their  office  for  a  term  of  fourteen  years 
from  and  including  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  their  election. 
At  the  first  election  of  judges,  under  this  Constitution,  every  elector 
may  vote  for  the  Chief  and  only  four  of  the  Associate  Judges.  Any 
five  members  of  the  court  shall  form  a  quorum,  and  the  concurrence 
of  four  shall  be  necessary  to  a  decision.  The  court  shall  have  the 
appointment,  with  the  power  of  removal,  of  its  Reporter  and  Clerk, 
and  of  such  attendants  as  may  be  necessary. 

Sec.  3.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur,  otherwise  than  by  expiration 
of  term,  in  the  office  of  Cliief  or  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  the  same  shall  be  filled,  for  a  fiill  term,  at  the  next  general 
election  happening  not  less  than  three  months  after  such  vacancy 
occurs ;  and  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  so  filled,  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  if  the  Senate  shall  be  in 
session,  or  if  not  the  Governor  alone,  may  appoint  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy. If  any  such  appointment  of  Chief  Judge  shall  be  made  from 
among  the  Associate  Judges,  a  temporary  appointment  of  Associate 
Judge  shall  be  made  in  like  manner;  but  in  such  case  the  person 
appointed  Chief  Judge  shall  not  be  deemed  to  vacate  his  office  of 
Associate  Judge  any  longer  than  until  the  expiration  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  Chief  Judge.  The  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court  shall 
not  be  suspended  for  want  of  appomtmcnt  or  election,  when  the 
number  of  judges  is  sufficient  to  constitute  a  quorum.  All  appoint- 
ments under  this  section  shall  continue  until  and  including  the  last 
day  of  December  next  after  the  election  at  which  the  vacancy  shall 
be  filled. 

Sec.  4.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Court  o  f  Appeals,  under  this 
article,  the  causes  then  pending  in  the  present  Court  of  Appeals  sliall 
become  vested  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  hereby  established.  Such  of 
said  causes  as  are  pending  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  a 
Commission,  to  be  composed  of  five  Commissioners  of  Appeals,  four 
of  whom  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum.  But  the  Court 
of  Appeals  hereby  established  may  order  any  of  said  causes  to  be 
heard  therein.  Such  Commission  shall  be  composed  of  the  Judges  of 
the  present  Court  of  Appeals,  electe<i  or  appointed  thereto,  and  a  fifth 
Commissioner  who  shall  be  appr)iiircd  by  the  Governor,  by  and  Avitli 
the  advice  and  consent  of  tiie  Senate  ;  or,  if  tlie  StMiate  be  not  in  ses- 
sion, by  the  Governor;  but  in  such  case  the  appointment  sliall  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  next  session. 
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Sec.  5.  If  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, it  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  or,  if  the  Senate  is  not  in  ses- 
sion, by  the  Governor ;  but  in  such  case  the  appointment  shall  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  next  session.  The  Commissioners  shall  appoint, 
from  their  number,  a  Chief  Commissioner,  and  may  appoint  and  re- 
move such  attendants  as  may  be  necessary.  The  Reporter  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  the  Reporter  of  said  Commission.  The 
decisions  of  the  Commission  shall  be  certified  to,  and  entered  and 
enlbrced,  as  the  judgments  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  The  Commis- 
sion shall  contmue  until  the  causes  committed  to  it  are  determined, 
but  not  exceeding  three  years ;  and  all  causes  then  undetermined 
shall  be  heard  by  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

Sec.  6.  There  shall  be  the  existing  Supreme  Court,  with  general 
jurisdiction  in  law  and  equity,  subject  to  such  appellate  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  as  now  is  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law  ;  and 
it  shall  be  composed  of  the  justices  now  in  oQice,  who  shall  be  con- 
tinued during  their  respective  terms,  and  of  their  successors.  The 
existing  judicial  districts  of  the  State  are  continued  until  changed 
pursuant  to  this  section.  Five  of  the  justices  shall  reside  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  is  the  city  of  Xew  York,  and  four  in  each  of  the  other 
districts. 

The  Legislature  may  alter  the  districts  without  increasing  the  num- 
ber, once  after  every  enumeration,  under  this  Constitution,  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State. 

Sec  7.  At  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature  after  the  adoption  of 
this  article,  and  from  time  to  time  thereafter  as  may  be  nccesc^ary,  but 
not  oftener  than  once  in  five  years,  provision  s^liall  be  made  for  or- 
ganizing, in  the  Supreme  Court,  not  more  than  four  General  T>  rviff 
thereof,  each  to  be  composed  of  a  presiding  justice  and  not  more  tiian 
three  other  justices,  who  shall  be  designated,  according  to  law.  from 
the  whole  numlier  of  justices.  Each  presiding  jnstice  siiall  conimuc 
to  act  a.s  such  during  his  term  of  ofiice.  Provision  shall  be  made  by 
law  for  holding  the  General  Terms  in  each  Judicial  District.  Any 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  may  hold  Special  Terms  and  Circuit 
Courts,  and  may  preside  in  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  in  any 
county. 

Sec  8.  Xo  judge  or  justice  shall  sit  at  a  General  Term  of  any  court, 
or  in  the  Caurt  of  Appeals,  in  review  of  a  decision  made  by  him  or 
by  any  court  of  which  he  wjls  at  the  time  a  sitting  member.  The 
testimony  in  equity  cases  shall  be  taken  in  like  manner  as  in  casrv;  at 
law;  and,  except  as  herein  othe'rwise  i)rovided,  tlie  Le'^MsUifure  shall 
have  the  same  power  to  alter  and  regulate  the  jurisdiction  and  [>ro- 
ceedings  in  law  and  equity  as  they  have  heretofore  exercised. 
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Sec.  9.  "When  a  vacancy  shall  occur,  otherwise  than  by  expiration 
of  term,  in  the  oflice  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  same  shall 
be  filled  for  a  full  term,  at  the  next  general  election,  happening  not 
less  than  three  months  after  such  vacancy  occurs ;  and  until  any  va- 
cancy shall  be  so  tilled,  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  if  the  Senate  shall  be  in  session,  or,  if  not  in 
session,  the  Governor  may  appoint  to  fill  such  vacancy.  Any  such 
appointment  shall  continue  until  and  including  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber next  after  the  election  at  which  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled. 

Sec.  10.  The  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  shall  not  hold  any'  other  office  of  public  trust. 
All  votes  for  any  of  them,  for  any  other  than  a  judicial  office,  given 
by  the  Legislature  or  the  people,  shall  be  void. 

Skc.  11.  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  may  he  removed  by  concurrent  resolution  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature,  if  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  each  House  concur  therein.  All  judicial  officers,  except  those 
mentioned  in  this  section,  and  except  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  judges 
and  justices  of  the  inferior  courts  not  of  record,  may  be  removed  by 
the  Senate  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  if  two  thirds  of 
all  the  members  elected  to  the  Senate  concur  therein.  But  no  re- 
moval shall  be  made,  by  virtue  of  this  section,  unless  the  cause 
thereof  be  entered  on  the  journals,  nor  unless  the  party  complained 
of  shall  have  been  served  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  against  him, 
and  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard.  On  the  question 
of  removal  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec  12.  The  Superior  Court  of  the  city  of  New  Yorh^  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  the  city  and  county  of  Xew  York,  the  Supeiior 
Court  of  Buffalo^  and  the  City  Court  of  Brooklyn,  are  continued  with 
the  powers  and  jurisdiction  they  now  severally  have,  and  such  fur- 
ther civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferjed  by  law.  The 
Superior  Court  of  New  York  shall  be  composed  of  the  six  judges  in 
office  at  the  adoption  of  this  article,  and  their  successors;  the  Court 
of  Co.mmon  Pleas  of  New  York,  of  the  three  judges  then  in  office, 
and  their  sticcessors,  and  three  additional  judges;  the  Superior  Court 
of  Buffiilo,  of  the  judges  now  in  office  and  their  successors;  and  the 
City  Court  of  Brooklyn,  and  such  number  of  judges,  not  exceeding 
three,  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  The  judges  of  said  courts,  in 
office  at  the  adoption  of  this  article,  are  continued  until, the  expira- 
tion of  their  terms.  A  Chief  Judge  shall  be  appointed  by  tlie  judges 
of  each  of  said  courts,  from  their  own  number,  who  shall  act  as  such 
during  his  ollieial  term.  Vacancies  in  the  ollice  of  the  judges  named 
in  this  section,  oecvuTing  otherwise  than  by  expiration  of  term,  siiall 
be  filled  in  the  same  manner  as  vacancies  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Tho 
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L^gislataiv;  may  provide  for  detailing  judges  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  New  York,  to  hold  circuits  or  special 
terms  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  that  city,  as  tiie  public  interests  may 
require. 

Sec.  13.  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  chosen  by  the  elec- 
tors of  their  respective  judicial  districts.  Judges  of  all  the  courts 
mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  section  shall  be  chosen  by  the  elec- 
tors of  the  cities  respectively  in  Avhich  the  said  courts  are  instituted. 
The  official  terms  of  the  said  justices  and  judges  who  shall  be  elected 
after  the  adoption  of  this  article  shall  be  fourteen  years  from  and 
including  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  their  election.  But  no 
person  shall  hold,  the  office  of  Justice  or  Judge  of  any  court  longer 
than  until  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next  after  he  shall 
be  seventy  years  of  age. 

Sec.  14.  The  judges  and  justices  hereinbefore  mentioned  shall 
receive  for  their  services  a  compensation  to  be  established  by  law, 
which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  official  terms.  Except 
the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  they  shall  be  paid,  and  the  expenses  ol  their  courts  defrayed, 
by  the  cities  or  counties  in  which  such  courts  are  instituted,  as  shall 
be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  15.  The  existing  County  Courts  are  continued,  and  the  judrrrs 
thereof  in  office  at  the  adoption  of  this  article  shall  hold  their  oiiict-s 
until  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms.  Their  successors  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  counties  for  the  term  of  six  years. 
The  county  courts  shall  have  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  they  now 
possess,  until  altered  by  the  Legislature.  They  shall  also  have  origi- 
nal jurisdiction  in  all  cases  where  the  defendants  reside  in  the  county, 
and  in  which  the  damacres  claimed  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  also  such  appellate  jurisdiction  as  shall  be  provided  by  law, 
subject,  however,  to  such  provision  as  shall  be  made  by  law  tiir  the 
removal  of  causes  into  the  Supreme  Court.  They  shall  also  have 
su?h  other  original  jurisdiction  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  b(»  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  Legislature.  The  County  Judge  with  two 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  to  be  designated  according  to  law,  may  hold 
Courts  of  Sessions,  with  such  criminal  jurisdiction  as  the  Legislature 
shall  prescribe,  and  he  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  law.  His  salary,  and  the  salary  of  the  Surrogate  wlu  n 
elected  as  a  separate  officer,  shall  be  csta)>lished  by  law,  ]iayable  out 
of  the  county  treasurv,  and  shall  not  be  diminished  during  liis  tL-rm 
of  otTice.  The  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  bo  paid,  for  service^  in 
courts  of  sessions,  a  per  diem  allowance  out  of  the  county  treasury. 
The  County  Judge  shall  also  be  Surrogate  of  his  county ;  but  in 
counties  having  a  population  exceeding  forty  thousand  the  Legi^lu- 
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ture  mav  provide  for  the  election  of  a  separate  officer  to  be  Surrogate, 
whose  term  of  office  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  County  Judire. 
The  County  Judge  of  any  county  may  preside  at  Courts  of  Sessions 
or  hold  county  courts  in  any  other  county,  except  New  York  and 
Kings,  when  requested  by  the  Judge  of  such  other  county. 

Sec.  16.  The  Legislature  may,  on  the  application  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  provide  for  the  election  of  local  officers,  not  to  exceed 
two  in  any  County,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  County  Judge  and  of 
Surrogate^  in  cases  of  their  inability,  or  of  a  vacancy,  and  to  exercise 
such  other  powers  in  special  cases  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  17.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  submitting  to  the  elec- 
tors of  the  State  at  the  general  election  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-three  two  questions^  to  be  voted  upon  on  separate  bal- 
lots, as  follows:  First,  "Shall  the  offices  of  Chief  Judge  and  Associate 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
be  hereafter  filled  by  appointment  ? "  If  a  majority  of  the  votes 
upon  the  question  shall  be  in  the  affirmative,  the  said  offices  shall  not 
tlicreafter  be  elective,  but,  as  vacancies  occur,  they  shall  be  filled  by 
appointment  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate;  or,  if  the  Senate  be  not  in  session,  by  the  Governor; 
but  in  such  case  he  shall  nominate  to  the  Senate  when  next  con- 
vened, and  such  appointment  by  the  Governor  alone  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  that  session.  Second,  "  Shall  the  offices  of  the  judges 
mentioned  in  Sections  Twelve  and  Fifteen  of  Article  Six  of  the  Con- 
stitution be  hereafter  filled  by  appointment?"  If  a  majority  of 
votes  upon  the  question  shall  be  in  the  affirmative,  the  said  offices 
.^hall  not  thereafter  be  elective,  but,  as  vacancies  occur,  they  shall  be 
filled  in  the  manner  in  the  section  above  provided. 

Sec.  18.  The  electors  of  the  several  towns  shall,  at  their  annual 
town  meeting,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  direct, 
elect  Justices  of  the  Peace,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  four  years. 
In  case  of  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  occurring  before  the  expiration 
of  a  fiill  term,  they  shall  hold  for  the  residue  of  the  unexpired  term. 
Their  number  and  classification  may  be  regulated  by  law.  Justices 
of  tlie  Peace  and  judges  or  justices  of  inferior  courts  not  of  record, 
and  their  clerks,  may  be  removed,  after  due  notice  and  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  heard  by  such  court  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  for 
cause  to  be  assigned  in  the  ord(^r  of  nnnoval.  Justices  of  the  Peace 
an<l  District  Court  Justices  slinll  be  elected  in  the  diffi'rent  cities  of 
this  State,  in  such  manner,  and  with  such  powers,  and  tor  such  terms, 
respectively,  ns  shall  be  pn^scribed  by  law ;  all  other  judicial  ofiiceis 
in  cities,  whose  election  or  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for 
in  this  article,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  cities,  or  appointed 
by  some  local  authorities  thereof. 
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Sec.  19.  Inferior  local  courts  cf  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  may 
be  establishrd  by  the  Legislature ;  and  except  as  herein  otherwise 
provided,  all  judicial  otficers  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  at  such 
times,  and  in  such  manaer,  as  the  Legislature  may  direct. 

Sec.  20.  ClerJcs  of  the  several  counties  shall  be  clerks  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  with  such  po-\\  ers  and  duties  as  shall  be  prescribed  hy 
law.  The  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  keep  his  otfice  at  the 
seat  of  government.  His  compensation  shall  be  tixed  by  law,  aud 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury. 

Sec.  2L  No  judicial  officer,  except  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  re- 
ceive to  his  own  use  any  fees  or  perquisites  of  office ;  nor  shall  any 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  Judge 
of  a  Court  of  Record  in  the  cities  of  New  York,  Brooklyn,  or  Butlalo, 
practise  as  an  attorney  or  counsellor  in  any  Court  of  iiecord  in  tiiis 
State,  or  act  as  referee. 

Sec.  22.  The  Legislature  may  authorize  the  judgments,  decrees,  and 
decisions  of  any  Court  of  Record  of  original  civil  jurisdiction,  estab- 
lished in  a  city,  to  be  removed  for  review,  directly  into  the  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Sec  23.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the  speedy  puhUcatioti 
of  all  statutes,  and  also  for  the  appomtment,  by  the  justices  of  tho 
Supreme  Court  designated  to  hold  general  terms,  of  a  reporter  of  the 
decisions  of  that  court.  All  laws  and  judicial  decisions  shall  be  free 
for  publication  by  any  person. 

Sec  24.  The  first  election  of  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
of  the  three  additional  judges  of  the  Court  of  Cv)mmon  I'k-as  for  tin; 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  shall  take  place  on  such  day,  between 
the  first  Tuesday  of  April  and  the  second  Tuesday  in  June,  next  aiu-r 
the  adoption  of  this  article,  as  may  be  provided  bylaw.  The  Court 
of  Appeals,  the  Commissioners  of  Appeals,  and  the  adilitional  judjiS 
of  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  shaU  respectively  enter  upon 
their  duties  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  thereat'ter. 

Sec  25.  Surrogates,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  local  judicial  ofh-ers 
provided  for  in  Section  Sixteen,  in  office  when  this  article  shall  take 
effect,  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until  the  expiration  of  their 
terms. 

Sec  2G.  Courts  of  Special  Sessions  shall  have  such  jurisdiction  of 
offences  of  the  grade  of  misde})ieanors  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec.  27.  For  the  relief  of  Surrogates'  Courts,  the  Legislature  may 
confer  upon  Courts  of  Record,  in  any  county  having  a  population  ex- 
ceeding four  hundred  thousand,  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  Sur- 
rogates, with  authority  to  try  issues  of  fact  by  jury,  in  probate 
casei. 
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ARTICLE  TIL 

Section  1.  Af'.er  paying  the  expenses  of  collection,  superintendence, 
and  ordinary  repairs,  there  shall  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  in  eacli 
fiscal  year,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  State  canals  in  each  year, 
commencing  oii  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six,  the  sum  of  one  million  and  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  and  from  that  time  the  sum  of  one  million  and  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  each  fiscal  year,  as  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  the 
interest  and  redeem  the  principal  of  that  part  of  the  State  debt  called 
the  ca7ial  debt,  ay  it  existed  at  the  time  first  aforesaid,  and  including 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  then  to  be  borrowed,  until  the  same 
shall  be  wholly  paid ;  and  the  principal  and  income  of  the  said  sink- 
ing fund  shall  be  sacredly  applied  to  that  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  After  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of 
this  article,  there  shall  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  out  of  the  sur- 
plus revenues  of  the  State  canals,  in  each  fiscal  year,  commencing  on 
the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  until  the  time  when 
a  sufficient  sum  sh:ill  have  been  appropriated  and  set  apart,  under  the 
said  First  Section,  to  pay  the  interest  and  extinguish  the  entire  prin- 
cipal of  the  canal  debt ;  and  after  that  period,  then  the  sum  of  one 
million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  each  fiscal  year,  as  a 
sinking  fund,  to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  the  principal  of  that  part 
of  the  State  debt  called  the  general  fund  debt,  including  the  debt  for 
loans  of  the  State  credit  to  railroad  companies  which  have  failed  to 
pay  the  interest  thereon,  and  also  the  contingent  debt  on  State  stocks 
loaned  to  inco'*porate  companies  which  have  hitherto  paid  the  interest 
thereon,  whenever  and  as  far  as  any  part  thereof  may  become  a  charge 
on  the  treasury  or  general  fund,  until  the  same  shall  be  wholly  paid ; 
and  the  principal  and  income  of  the  said  last-mentioned  sinking  fund 
shall  be  sacredly  applied  to  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and  if  the  payment 
of  any  part  of  the  moneys  to  the  said  sinking  fund  shall  at  any  time 
be  deferred  by  reason  of  the  priority  recognized  in  the  First  Section 
of  this  article,  the  sum  so  deferred,  with  quarterly  interest  thereon,  at 
the  then  current  1  ate,  shall  be  paid  to  the  last-mentioned  sinking  fund, 
as  soon  a.s  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  just  rights  of  the  cred- 
itors holding  said  canal  debt. 

Skc.  3.*  After  paying  the  said  expenses  of  collection,  superinten- 
dence, and  repairs  of  the  canals,  and  the  sums  appropriated  by  the 

*  Substituted  for  Section  Three  of  Article  Seven  of  the  original  Constitution, 
by  amendment  of  185-i. 
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first  and  second  sections  of  this  article,  there  shall  be  appropriated 
and  set  apart  in  each  fiscal  year,  out  of  the  surplus  revenues  of  the 
canals,  as  a  sinkinp:  fund,  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  as  it  fulls 
due,  and  extinguish  the  principal  witliin  eighteen  years,  of  any  loan 
made  under  this  section;  and  if  the  said  sinking  fund  shall  not  be 
sufficient  to  redeem  any  part  of  the  principal  at  the  stipulated  times 
of  payment,  or  to  pay  any  part  of  the  interest  of  such  loans  as  stipu- 
lated, the  means  to  satisfy  any  such  deficiency  shall  be  procured  on 
the  credit  of  the  said  sinking  fund.  After  complying  with  the  fore- 
going provisions,  there  shall  be  paid  annually  out  of  said  revenues, 
into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  de- 
fray the  necessary  expenses  of  government.  The  remainder  shall,  in 
each  fiscal  year,  be  applied  to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  enlarge- 
ment and  completion  of  the  canals  mentioned  in  this  section,  until 
the  said  canals  shall  be  completed.  In  each  fiscal  year  thereatter  the 
remainder  shall  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may 
direct,  but  shall  at  no  time  be  anticipated  or  pledged  lor  more  than 
one  year  in  advance.  The  Legislature  shall  annually,  during  the  next 
four  years,  appropriate  to  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie,  the  Oswego, 
the  Cayuga,  and  Seneca  Canals,  and  to  the  completion  of  the  Uhick 
River  and  Genesee  Valley  Canals,  and  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
locks  of  the  Champlain  Canal,  whenever,  from  dilapidation  or  decay, 
it  shall  be  necessary  to  rebuild  them,  a  sura  not  exceeding  two  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  filly  thousand  dollars.  The  remainder  of  the 
revenues  of  the  canals,  for  the  current  fiscal  year  in  which  such  ap- 
propriation is  made,  shall  be  applied  to  meet  such  appropriation  :  and 
if  the  same  shall  be  deemed  insufficient,  the  Legislature  shall,  at  (he 
same  session,  provide  for  the  deficiency  by  loan.  The  Legislature 
shall  also  borrow  one  mdlion  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
refund  to  the  holders  of  the  canal  revenue  certificates  issued  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  of  the  I.aws 
of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  the  ainonnt 
received  into  the  treasury  thereon;  but  no  interest  to  accrue  alter 
July  first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  shall  be  paid  on 
such  certificates.  The  provisions  of  Section  Twelve  of  this  artiele,  re- 
quiring every  law  for  borrowing  money  to  be  submitted  to  the  ])eo- 
ple,  shall  not  apply  to  the  loans  authorized  by  this  section.  No  [lart 
of  the  revenues  of  the  canals,  or  of  the  funds  borrowed  under  this 
section,  shall  be  paid  or  applied  upon  in  consequence  of  any  alleget. 
contract  made  under  chapter  lour  hundred  and  eighty-five  of  the 
Laws  of  the  year  one  thousand  eitrht  hundred  and  fifiy-one,  except 
to  pay  for  work  done  or  materials  furnished  prior  to  the  fii-st  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  lifty-two.  The  rates  t)f  toll 
on  persons  and  property  transported  on  the  canals  shall  not  be 


346 


APPENDIX, 


reduced  below  those  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty- two,  except  by  the  Canal  Board  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Legislature.  All  contracts  for  work  or  materials  on  any  canal  shall 
be  made  with  the  person  who  shall  ofler  to  do  or  provide  the  same  at 
the  lowest  price  with  adequate  security  for  their  performance. 

Sec.  4.  The  claivis  of  the  State  against  any  incorporated  company 
to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  the  principal  of  the  stock  of  the  State 
loaned  or  advanced  to  such  company,  shall  be  fairly  enforced,  and  not 
released  or  compromised ;  and  the  moneys  arising  from  such  claims 
shall  be  set  apart,  and  applied  as  part  of  the  sinking  fund  provided  in 
the  second  section  of  this  article.  But  the  time  limited  for  the  ful- 
filment of  any  condition  of  any  release  or  compromise  heretofore 
made  or  provided  for,  may  be  extended  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  If  the  sinking  funds,  or  either  of  them  provided  in  this 
article,  shall  prove  insufficient  to  enable  the  State,  on  the  credit  of 
such  fund,  to  procure  the  means  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  creditors 
of  the  State  as  they  become  payable,  the  Legislature  shall  by  equita- 
ble taxes  so  increase  the  revenues  of  the  said  funds  as  to  make  them, 
respectively,  sufficient  perfectly  to  preserve  the  public  faith.  Every 
contribution  or  advance  to  the  canals,  or  their  debt,  from  any  source 
other  than  their  direct  revenues,  shall,  with  quarterly  interest,  at  the 
rates  then  current,  be  repaid  into  the  treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  State, 
out  of  the  canal  revenues,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with 
the  just  rights  of  the  creditors  holding  the  said  canal  debt. 

Sec,  6.  The  Legislature  shall  not  sell,  lease,  or  otherwise  dispose 
of  any  of  the  canals  of  the  State ;  but  they  shall  remain  the  property 
of  the  State  and  under  its  management  forever. 

Sec.  7.  The  Legislature  shall  never  sell  or  dispose  of  the  salt  springs 
belonging  to  this  State.  The  lands  contiguous  thereto,  and  which  may 
be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  use  of  the  salt  springs,  may  be 
sold  by  authority  of  law  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Land  Office,  for  the  purpose  of  investing  the  moneys  arising 
therefrom  in  other  lands  alike  convenient;  but  by  such  sale  and 
purchase  the  aggregate  quantity  of  these  lands  shall  not  be  dimin- 
ished. 

Sec.  8.  No  moneys  shall  ever  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
State,  or  any  of  its  funds,  or  any  of  the  funds  under  its  management, 
except  in  pursuance  of  an  appropriation  by  law ;  nor  unless  such  pay- 
ment be  made  within  two  years  next  after  the  passage  of  such  appro- 
priation act ;  and  every  such  law,  making  a  new  appropriation  or 
continuing  or  reviving  an  appropriation,  shall  distinctly  specify  the 
sum  appropriated,  and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied  :  and  it 
shall  not  be  sufficient  for  such  law  to  refer  to  any  other  law  to  lix 
such  sum. 
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Sec.  9.  The  credit  of  the  State  chall  not,  in  any  manner,  be  given 
or  loaned  to  or  in  aid  of  any  individual  association  or  corporation. 

Sec.  10.  The  Strite  marj^  to  meet  casual  deficits  or  failures  in  reve- 
nues, or  for  expenses  not  provided  for,  contract  clcbts^  but  such  debts, 
direct  and  contingent,  singly  or  m  the  aggregate,  shall  not  at  any  time 
exceed  one  million  of  dollars,  and  the  moneys  arising  from  the  loans 
creating  such  debts  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  obtained  or  t<j  lepay  the  debt  so  contracted,  and  to  no  otlier 
purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  11.  In  addition  to  the  above  limited  power  to  contract  debts, 
the  State  may  contract  debts  to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrection, 
or  defend  the  State  in  war;  but  the  money  arising  from  the  contract- 
ing of  such  debts  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
raised  or  to  repay  such  debts,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  12.  Except  the  debts  specified  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  sec- 
tions of  this  article,  no  debt  shall  be  hereafter  contracted  by  or  on 
behalf  of  this  State,  unless  such  debt  shall  be  anihonzed  by  a  law, 
for  some  single  work  or  object,  to  be  distinctly  specified  therein;  and 
such  law  shall  impose  and  provide  lor  the  collection  of  a  direct  an- 
nual tax  to  pay,  and  sutTicient  to  pay  the  interest  on  such  debt  as  it 
falls  due,  and  also  to  pay  and  discharge  the  principal  of  such  del>t 
within  eighteen  years  from  tlie  time  of  the  contracting  thereof  Xr> 
such  law  shall  take  effect  until  it  shall  at  a  general  election  have  been 
submitted  to  the  people,  and  have  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votr-s 
.cast  for  and  against  it,  at  such  election.  On  the  final  passage  of  such 
bill  in  either  House  of  the  Legi.^lature,  the  question  siiall  be  taken  hy 
ayes  and  noes,  to  be  duly  entered  on  the  journals  thereof,  and  shall 
be:  "Shall  this  bill  pass,  and  ought  the  same  t6  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  people  ?  "  The  Legislature  may  at  any  time,  afler  the  apj)roval 
of  such  law  by  the  people,  if  no  debt  shall  have  been  contracted  in 
pursuance  thereof,  repeal  the  same ;  and  may  at  any  time,  by  law, 
forbid  the  contracting  of  any  further  debt  or  liability  under  sucii  law  ; 
but  the  tax  imposed  by  such  act,  in  proportion  to  the  debt  and  lia- 
bility which  may  have  been  contracted,  in  pui-suance  of  such  law, 
shaU  remain  in  force  and  be  irrepealable,  and  be  annually  c*)l!re(eii, 
until  the  proceeds  thereof  shall  have  made  the  provision  hereinbefore 
specified  to  pay  and  discharge  the  interest  and  principal  of  such  debt 
and  liability.  The  money  arising  from  any  loan  or  stock  creating 
such  debt  or  liability  shall  be  applied  to  the  work  or  oljeet  spccilicd 
in  the  act  authorizing  such  debt  or  liability,  or  for  the  repayment  of 
such  debt  or  liability,  and  for  no  other  purp.ose  whatever.  No  such 
law  shall  be  submitted  to  be  voted  on  within  three  months  afler  its 
passage,  or  at  any  general  election  when  any  other  law,  or  any  bill, 
or  any  amendni-jnt  to  the  Constitution,  shall  be  submitted  to  bo  voted 
for  or  against. 
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Sec.  13.  Every  Jaw  which  imposes,  continues,  or  revives  a  tax,  sluiH 
distinctly  state  the  tax  and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  ap[iIuMi; 
and  it  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  any  other  law  to  fix  such  Uix 
or  object. 

Sec.  14,  On  the  final  passage,  in  either  House  of  the  Legfislaturo, 
of  every  act  ivhich  imposes,  continues,  or  revives  a  tax  or  a-eatcs  a 
debt  or  charge,  or  makes,  continues,  or  revives  any  appropriation  of 
public  or  trust  money,  or  property,  or  releases,  discharges,  or  com- 
mutes any  claim  or  demand  of  the  State,  the  question  shall  be  taken 
hy  ayes  and  noes,  which  shall  be  duly  entered  on  the  journals,  and 
three  fifths  of  all  the  members  elected  to  either  House  shall,  ia  all 
such  cases,  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum  therein. 

ARTICLE  Yin. 

Sectiox  1.  Corporations  may  be  formed  under  general  laws;  but 
shall  not  be  created  by  special  act,  except  for  municipal  purposes,  ami 
m  cases  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature,  the  objects  of  the 
corporation  cannot  be  attained  under  general  laws.  All  general  law^ 
and  special  acts  passed  pursuant  to  this  section  may  be  altered  from 
time  to  time,  or  repealed. 

Skc.  2.  Dues  from  corporations  shall  be  secured  by  such  individuril 
liability  of  the  corporators  and  other  means  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec.  3.  The  term  "  corporation,''  as  used  in  this  article,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  include  all  associations  and  joint-stock  companies  having 
any  of  the  powers  and  privileges  of  corporations  not  possessed  by 
individuals  or  partnerships.  And  all  corporations  shall  have  the  right, 
to  sue  and  shall  be  subject  to  be  sued  in  all  courts  in  like  cases  as  nat- 
ural persons. 

Sec.  4.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  any  act  gmnt- 
ing  any  special  charter  for  hankinq  purposes;  but  corporations  or 
associations  may  be  formed  for  such  purposes  under  general  laws. 

Sec.  5.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  any  law  sanc- 
tioning in  any  manner,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  suspension  of  sj^eck 
payments,  by  any  person,  association,  or  corporation  issuing  bank- 
notes of  any  description. 

Sec.  6.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  rerjismj  of  all 
bills  or  notes,  issued  or  ptit  in  circulation  a.s  money,  and  shall  require 
ample  security  for  the  redemption  of  the  same  in  specie. 

Sec  7.  The  stockholders  in  every  cor[)oration  and  joint-stock  asso- 
ciation for  banking  purposes,  issuing  bank-notes  or  any  kind  of  pafn  r 
credits  to  circtilate  as  money,  after  the  first  day  of  January,  ov.>} 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  iiity,  shall  be  individually  responsible,  to 
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the  amount  of  their  respective  share  or  shares  of  stock  in  any  such 
corporation  or  association,  for  all  its  debts  and  liabilities  of  every  kind, 
contracted  after  the  said  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eiglit  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

Sec.  8.  In  case  of  the  insolvency  of  any  bank  or  banking  associa- 
tion, the  bill-holders  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  preference  in  payment 
over  all  other  creditors  of  such  bank  or  association. 

Sec.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  cities  and  incorporated  villages,  and  to  restrict  their 
power  of  taxation,  assessment,  borrowing  money,  contracting  debts, 
and  loaning  their  credit,  so  as  to  prevent  abuses  in  assessments,  and 
in  contracting  debt  by  such  municipal  corporation. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  1.  The  capital  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  the  capital  of 
the  Literature  Fund,  and  the  capital  of  the  United  States  Deposit 
Fund,  shall  be  respectively  preserved  inviolate.  The  revenues  of  the 
said  Common  School  Fund  sliall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  eoiumon 
schools,  the  revenues  of  the  said  Literature  Fund  sliall  be  apphed  to 
the  support  of  academies,  and  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  Deposit  Fund  shall  each 
year  be  appropriated  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  said 
Common  School  Fund. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Section  1.  Sheriffs,  clerics  of  counties,  including  the  Rogi-ter  and 
Clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  coroners,  and  di^tnct- 
attorneys  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  respective  counties 
once  in  every  three  years,  and  as  often  as  vacancies  shall  happen. 
Sheriffs  shall  hold  no  other  office,  and  be  ineligible  fur  the  next  thn-e 
years  after  the  termination  of  their  offices.  They  may  be  required 
by  law  to  renew  their  security  from  time  to  time  :  and.  in  default  ot 
giving  such  new  security,  their  olfices  shall  V)e  deemed  vacaitt.  But 
the  county  shall  never  be  made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  .^hentt. 
The  Governor  may  remove  any  ollieer  in  this  section  mentioned, 
within  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  ;  giving  to  <\\c\\ 
officer  a  copy  of  the  charges  against  him,  and  an  opportunity  of  benig 
heard  in  his  defence. 

Sec.  2.  All  county  officers  whose  election  or  appointment  ij<  not 
provided  for  by  this  Constitution  shall  be  elected  by  tiie  eleeti«rs  of 
the  respective  counties,  or  appointed  by  the  Boards  of  Supervisors, 
or  other  county  authorities,  as  the  Legislature  shall  diieet.    All  city, 
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town,  and  villagf;  officers,  whose  election  or  appointment  is  not  pro- 
vided lor  by  this  Constitution,  shall  be  elected  by  the  electors  of  such 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  or  of  some  division  thereof,  or  appointed 
by  such  authoiitier^  thereof  as  the  Legislature  shall  designate  for  that 
purpose.  All  other  ofBcers  whose  election  or  api)ointment  is  not  pi  o- 
vided  for  by  this  Constitution,  and  all  ofiicers  whose  offices  may  here- 
after be  created  by  law,  shall  be  elected  by  the  people,  or  appoinU-d 
as  the  Legislature  may  direct. 

Sec.  3.  When  the  duration  of  any  office  is  not  provided  by  this 
Constitution,  it  may  be  declared  by  law;  and  if  not  so  declared,  such 
office  shall  be  held  daring  the  pleasure  of  the  authority  making  the 
appointment. 

Sec.  4.  The  ehding  all  officers  named  in  this  article  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec.  5.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  filUng  vacancies  in  office, 
and,  in  case  of  elective  officers,  no  person  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy 
shall  hold  his  ollice  by  virtue  of  such  appointment  longer  than  the 
commencement  of  the  political  year  next  succeeding  the  first  annual 
election  after  the  happening  of  the  vacancy. 

Sec.  6.  The  poliiiral  year  and  legislative  term  shall  begin  on  the 
first  day  of  January;  and  the  Legislature  shall,  every  year,  assemble 
on  the  first  Tuesda}-  in  January,  unless  a  different  day  be  appointed 
by  law. 

Sec.  7.  Provision  shall  be  made  by  law  for  the  removal,  for  mis- 
conduct or  malversation  in  office,  of  all  officers  (except  judicial)  Avhose 
powers  and  duties  are  not  local  or  legislative,  and  who  shall  be  elected 
at  general  elections,  and  also  for  supplying  vacancies  created  by  such 
removal. 

Sec.  8,  The  Legislature  may  declare  the  cases  in  which  any  offi.ce 
shall  be  deemed  vacant^  when  no  provision  is  made  for  that  purpose 
in  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XL 

Section  1.  The  militia  of  this  State  shall,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be 
armed  and  disciplined,  and  in  readiness  for  service;  but  all  such  inhab- 
itants of  this  State,  of  any  religious  denomination  whatever,  as  from 
scruples  of  conscience  maybe  averse  to  bearing  arms,  shall  be  excused 
therefrom,  upon  such  conditions  as  sliall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec  2.  Militia  offiicers  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  as  follow« : 
Captains,  subalterns,  and  non-commissioned  officers  shall  be  cho^i-n 
by  the  written  votes  of  the  members  of  their  respective  companies; 
field  officers  of  regiments  and  separate  battalions,  by  the  written  votes 
of  the  commissioned  officers  of  their  respective  regiments  and  sepa- 
rate battalions ;  brigadier-generals  and  brigade  inspectors  by  the  field 
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officers  of  their  respective  brigades ;  iricajor-generals,  brigadier-gen- 
erals, and  commanding  officers  of  regiments  or  separate  battalions 
shall  appoint  the  staff  officers  to  their  respective  divisions,  brigades, 
regiments,  or  separate  battalions. 

Sec.  3.  The  Governor  shall  nomiyiate^  and,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  appoint  all  major-generals,  and  the  commissary -general.  The 
adjutant-general  and  other  chiefs  of  staff  departments,  and  aides-de- 
camp of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
and  their  commissions  shall  expire  with  the  time  for  which  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  have  been  elected.  The  commissary-general  shall  hold 
his  office  for  two  years.  He  shall  give  secnrity  for  the  faitliful  exe- 
cution of  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  such  manner  and  amount  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  The  Legislature  shall,  by  law,  direct  the  time  and  manner 
of  electing  militia  oj/icers,  and  of  certifying  their  elections  to  the 
Governor. 

Sec  5.  The  commissioned  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor;  and  no  commissioned  officer  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office,  unless  by  the  Senate  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Governor,  stating  the  grounds  on  which  such  removal  is  recom- 
mended, or  by  the  decision  of  a  court-martial,  pursuant  to  law.  The 
present  officers  of  the  militia  shall  hold  their  commissions  subject  to 
removal  as  before  provided. 

Sec.  6.  In  case  the  mode  of  election  and  appointment  of  militia 
/officers  hereby  directed,  shall  not  be  found  conducive  to  tlie  improve- 
ment of  the  militia,  the  Legislature  may  abolish  the  same  and  provide 
by  law  for  their  appointment  and  removal,  if  two  tliirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  in  each  House  shall  concur  therein. 


ARTICLE  Xn. 

Sectiok  1.  Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  officers,  exectitivo 
and  judicial,  except  such  inferior  officers  as  may  be  by  law  exemjued, 
•shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  atjirmaiion :  — 

"I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will 
support  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  Constitution 
of  the  State  of  Xew  York ;  and  that  I  will  faithfully  discliargc  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  according  to  tlie  best  of  my  ability."' 

And  no  other  oath,  declaration,  or  test  shall  be  required  as  a  quuh- 
fication  for  any  office  or  public  trust. 
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ARTICLE  Xin. 

Section  1.  Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  Constitution 
may  be  proposed  in  ihe  Senate  and  Assembly ;  and  if  the  same  shall 
be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  of  the 
two  Houses,  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  en- 
tered on  their  journals  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  and 
referred  to  the  Legislature  to  be  chosen  at  the  next  general  election 
of  senators,  and  shall  be  published  for  three  months  previous  to  the 
time  of  making  such  choice ;  and  if  in  the  Legislature  so  next  chosen 
as  aforesaid  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  agreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  House,  then  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  submit  such  proposed  amend- 
ment or  amendments  to  the  people,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time 
as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe  ;  and  if  the  people  shall  approve  and 
ratify  such  amendment  or  amendments,  by  a  majority  of  the  electors 
quaUfied  to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislature  voting  thereon,  such 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  become  part  of  the  Consiitution. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  general  election  to  be  held  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  in  each  twentieth  year  thereafter,  and 
also  at  such  time  as  the  Legislature  may  by  law  provide,  the  question, 
"  Shall  there  be  a  Coyivention  to  revise  the  Constitution  and  amend 
the  same  ?  "  shall  be  decided  by  the  electors  qualified  to  vote  for 
members  of  the  Legislature ;  and  in  case  a  majority  of  the  electors 
so  qualified,  voting  at  such  election,  shall  decide  in  favor  of  a  Con- 
vention for  such  purpose,  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  shall 
provide  by  law  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  such  Convention. 

Done  in  Convention  at  the  capitol  in  this  city  of  Albany  the  ninth 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  ninety-first. 

JOnX  TRACY,  President, 
and  Delegate  from  the  county  of  Chenango. 

Jamf.s  F.  Starbuck,  ^ 

H.  W.  Strong,        >  Secretaries. 

Fr.  Seger,  ; 
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THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 
Adopted  November  3,  1846. 


ARTICLE  L 


Section  1.  No  person,  to  be  disfranchised. 

.    Sec.   2.  Trial  by  jury. 

Sec.   3,  Religious  liberty. 

Sec.   4.  Writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

Sec,   5,  Bail,  fines. 

Sec.   6.  Grand  jury. 

Sec.   7.  Private  property  —  Private  roads. 

SiuC.   8.  Freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press. 

Sec.   9.  Two-third  bilk 

Sec  10.  Right  of  petition  —  Divorces  —  Lotteries. 

Sec.  11.  Right  of  property  in  lands  —  Escheats. 

Sec.  12.  Feudal  tenures  abolished. 

•Sec.  13.  Allodial  tenure. 

Sec.  14.  Certain  leases  invalid. 

Sec.  15.  Fines  and  quarter  sales  abohshed. 

Sec.  16,  Sale  of  lands. 

Sec.  17-  Old  colony  laws  and  acts  of  the  Legislature  —  Common 
law  —  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  —  their  duties. 

Sec.  18.  Grants  of  land  since  1775  —  Prior  grants. 


ARTICLE  IL 

Sectioi?  1.  Quahfication  of  voters  —  Freehold  required  for  a  man 
of  color. 

Sec.  2.  Persons  excluded  from  right  of  suffrage. 

Sec.  3.  Certain  employments  not  to  affect  residence  of  voters. 

Sec.  4.  Laws  to  be  passed. 

Sec.  5.  Election  to  be  by  ballot 


ARTICLE  IIL 

Section  1.  Legislative  powers. 
Sec.  2.  Senate,  number  of  —  Assembly,  number  of. 
Sec.  3.  State  divided  into  thirty-two  senatorial  districts  —  bounda- 
ries thereof —  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  of  New  York  to 
23 


to 
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divide  the  county  into  four  Senate  districts  —  Certificate,  &c,,  to  bo 
filed. 

Sec.  4.  Census  to  be  taken  in  1855,  and  every  ten  years  —  Senate 
districts,  how  altered. 

Sec.  5.  ^lembers  of  Assembly,  how  apportioned  and  chosen  — 
Boards  of  Supervisors  in  certain  counties  to  divide  the  same  into 
Assembly  districts — Description  of  Assembly  districts  to  be  filed  — 
Contents  of  assembly  districts  —  Leg-islatui-e  to  reapportion  members 
of  Assembly  —  Each  county  entitled  to  one  member  —  Hamilton 
County. 

Sec.   6.  Pay  of  members  —  Additional  compensation  to  Speaker. 
Sec.   7.  No  member  to  receive  an  appointment. 
Sec.   8.  Persons  disqualified  from  being  members. 
Sec   9.  Time  of  election  fixed. 

Sec  10.  Powers  of  each  House.  - 

Sec.  11.  Journals  to  be  kept. 

Sec.  12.  Xo  member  to  be  questioned,  &;c. 

Sec.  13.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  House. 

Sec.  14.  Enacting  cFause  of  bills. 

Sec.  15.  Assent  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  required,  &c. 
Sec  16.  Restriction  as  to  private  and  local  bills. 
Sec.  17.  Local  legislative  powers  conferred  on  Boards  of  Super- 
visors. 

ARTICLE  lY. 

Section  1.  Executive  power,  how  vested. 
Sec  2.  Requisite  qualifications  of  Governor. 

Sec  3.  Time  and  manner  of  electing  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Sec  4.  Duties  and  power  of  Governor —  His  compensation. 

-Sec  5.  Pardoning  power  vested  in  the  Governor. 

Sec  G.  Powers  of  Governor  to  devolve  on  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Sec  7.  Requisite  qualifications  of  Lieutenant-Governor  —  To  be 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  to  act  as  Governor  in  certain  cases. 

Sec  8.  Compensation  of  Lieutenant-Governor  in  certain  cases. 

Sec  9.  Bills  to  be  presented  to  the  Governor  for  signature  —  If  re- 
turned by  him  with  objections,  how  disposed  of — Bills  to  be  returned 
within  ten  days. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Section  1.  State  oHicers,  how  eltM^ted,  and  terms  of  office. 
Sec  2.  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  how  chosen,  and  term  of 
office. 
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Sec.  3.  Canal  Comiiiisgioners,  how  chosen,  and  terms  of  office. 
Sec.  4.  Inspectors  of  State  Prisons,  how  elected,  and  terms  of 
office. 

Sec.  5.  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  —  Commissioners  of  the 
Canal  Fund  —  Canal  Board. 

Sec.  6.  Powers  and  duties  of  Boards,  &c. 

Sec.  7.  Treasurer  may  be  suspended  by  Governor. 

Sec.  8.  Certam  offices  abolished. 


ARTICLE  YI. 
Section  1.  Court  of  Impeachment. 

Secs.  2,  3.  Court  of  Appeals,  and  vacancies  in,  how  filled, 
Secs.  4,  5.  Commissioners  of  Appeal  to  hear  pending  causes,  powers 
of,  ai(d  vacancies  in,  how  filled. 

Sec.  6.  Supreme  Court  how  composed,  jurisdiction  of. 
Sec.  7.  General  Terms. 

Sec.  8.  What  judges  or  justices  may  sit  on  Appeals  and  "Writs  of 
Error  —  Equity  cases. 

Sec.   9.  Vacancies  in  Supreme  Court,  how  filled. 

Sec  10.  Judges  of  Court  of  Appeals  and  Supreme  Court  to  hold 
no  other  office. 

Sec.  11.  Judicial  officers  how  removable. 
^  Sec  12.  Superior  Courts  and  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  New 
York,  Brooklyn,  and  Buffalo. 

Sec.  13.  Justices  of  Supreme  Court  how  chosen  and  official  terms. 

Sec  14.  Compensation  of  judges  and  justices. 

Sec  15.  County  Courts,  Courts  of  Sessions,  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
and  Surrogates. 

Sec  16.  Vacancies  in  County  and  Surrogate  Courts. 

Se.j.  17.  Election  or  appointment  of  judges  of  Court  of  Appeals 
and  Supreme  Court  to  be  determined  by  people  in  November,  1873. 

Sec  18.  Justices  of  the  Peace,  how  elected  and  removed. 

Sec  19.  Inferior  local  courts,  how  to  be  constituted. 

Sec  20.  Clerks  of  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Appeals. 

Sec  21.  Fees  and  perquisites  not  to  be  received  by  any  judicial 
officer  except  Justices  of  the  Peace  —  Judges  and  Justices  of  Courts 
of  Record  not  to  practise  as  attorneys,  counsellors,  or  referees. 

Sec.  22.  Removal  of  judgments,  orders,  or  decrees  in  city  courts  to 
J  Court  of  Appeals  for  review. 

Sec  23.  Publication  of  laws  and  decisions  of  courts. 
1     Sec  24.  Time  of  election  of  Judrres  of  Court  of  Appeals  and  Coin- 
I  mon  Pleas  in  New  York,  and  commencement  of  their  othcial  term. 
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Sec.  25.  Surrogates,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  local  judicial  of- 
ficers, to  hold  over  until  expiration  of  their  term. 

Sec.  26.  Jurisdiction  of  courts  of  special  session. 

Sec.  27.  Powers  of  Surrogate  Courts  in  certain  cases  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  Courts  of  Kecord.  . 

ARTICLE  YII. 

Section  1.  Canal  debt  —  Sinking-  Fund  — JUne  1,  1846,  $  1,- 
300,000  — June  1,  1855,  $  1,700,000. 

Sec.  2.  General  Fund  debt  —  Sinking  Fund,  $  350,000  ;  after  certain 
period,  $  1,500,000. 

Sec.  3.  $  200,000  of  the  surplus  canal  revenues  annually  appro- 
priated to  General  Fund,  and  the  remainder  to  specific  public  works 
—  Certain  deficiencies  in  the  revenues,  not  exceeding  $250,000,  an- 
nually to  be  supplied  from  the  revenues  of  the  canals. 

Sec.  4.  Loans  to  incorporated  companies  not  to  be  released  or 
compromised. 

Sec.  5.  Legislature  shall,  by  equitable  taxes,  increase  the  revenues 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  certain  cases. 

Sec.   6.  Canals  of  the  State  not  to  be  leased  or  sold. 

Sec.   7.  Salt  springs. 

Sec.   8.  Appropriation  bills. 

Sec.   9.  State  credit  not  to  be  loaned. 

Sec.  10.  Power  to  contract  debts  limited. 

Sec.  11.  Debts  to  repel  invasion,  <fcc.,  may  be  contracted. 

Sec.  12.  Limitation  of  the  legislative  power  in  the  creation  of 
debts. 

Sec.  13.  ^ifanner  of  passing  bills  imposing  a  tax. 
Sec.  14.  Same  subject. 

ARTICLE  YIIL 

SECTioy  1.  Corporations,  how  created- 

Sec.  2.  Debts  of  corporations. 

Sec.  3.  "  Corporations  "  defined. 

Sec.  4.  Charters  for  banking  purposes. 

Sec.  5.  Specie  payments. 

Sec.  6.  Registry  of  bills  or  notes. 

Sec.  7.  Individual  responsibility  of  stockholders. 

Sec.  8.  Insolvency  of  banks,  preference. 

Sec.  9.  Legislature  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  of  cities  and 
Tillages,  and  to  define  powers  thereof  in  certain  cases. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  I  .  ComrD.oii  School,  Literature,  and  United  States  Deposit 
Funds. 

ARTICLE  X 

Section  1.  Sheriffs,  County  Clerks,  Register  and  Clerk  of  New 
York,  Coroners,  and  District- Attorneys  —  how  elected  and  removed. 

Secs.  2,  3,  4,  5.  Other  county,  town,  city,  village,  or  other  officers, 
how  elected  or  appointed  —  Duration  of  official  term,  and  vacancies, 
how  filled,  ** 

Sec.  6.  Political  and  legislative  year. 

Secs.  7,  8.  Provision  for  removal  of  public  officers,  and  vacancies. 


ARTICLE  XL 

Provision  for  arming  and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  the  State  —  Elec- 
tion and  appointment  of  officers  —  Commissary-G-eneral,  Adjutant- 
General,  and  Staff  of  Comraander-in-Chie£ 


ARTICLE  XIL 
Oaths  of  office  prescribed. 

ARTICLE  XHL 


Amendments  to  Constitution,  how  to  be  made -— Provision  for 
future  State  Conventions. 
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COUNTIES  AND  POPULATION  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
NEW  YOUK. 


COUXTIES. 


1835. 


1840. 


1845. 


69,7(12 
27,295! 

20,iyo 

24,1)861 
44,S(;y! 

14,4391 
40.7ti2! 
20,742 1 
40,74r. 
24,lt;S 
34,192 
6U,7i)4 
57,rA>4 
20,tJ99 
I2,5<.>1 
21,597 
29.115 
30;i73 
1,6:^4 
3')  ,201 
53,088 
32.057 
lt);093 
31,092 
41,7411 
5S,0S5 
48. 3- 9 I 
208,(180; 
20,4'.»)l 
77,51'^ 
60,9(18 
40,870 
45,090 
22,S93 
38,245 
5^1,428 
11.551 
25,13(1 
5;>.515 

7,(;9i! 

9,(Wi 
42  ,('47 1 
3^,f«12l 
1(1,2;  >0| 
2.<<  ,.50*^1 
15,1<'3' 
22  (".27 
34i9".l| 
2S.274! 
13,755' 
1(;.5:-^1. 

3-2,;n5 
;;;>,;  CIO 

12,' '31' 

37.7-^^ 
3S,7-^9 
32,771 
19.7i>»5 


68,593 
30,206 
22,33.8 
2S,K72 

47,975 
15.4S3 
40,785 
28,157; 
43.252 
24,(107  i 
3;),3.9o 
52,;J98 
62.4-!5 

23.  ' ">i 

1  ;.5is 

18,('49 
2?^, 7(15 
30,44(; 

1,1*07 
37,447 
60,984; 
47,'n3' 
17,8.30 

4o|oos! 

64,902 
,3.5.>^1^ 

312,71(1 
31,l::2 
,3 10: 
67,911! 
43,.5<il| 
60,739! 
25.127j 
43,019| 

.  49.(28 
12 ,825  i 
30.124  i 
60 ,2.' 9: 
10,9' ^5! 
ll,975i 
56,7001 
4f>. 5.531 
17,.'^7l 
32.:r.>^ 
1<'.,:>S 

24.  -^71 
4^»,c.-.T 
.32,4' 9: 
15, (■291 
20  :'27 
;i2.29'^ 

13.422 
41.(^^" 
42  ,".',7 

34.2  4': 
20.O14 


30, 
49: 
40, 
17. 
3S». 
31; 
41. 
25. 
3;: 
55. 
7s, 
25 
1>! 
18, 
2S!. 
31; 

1, 
37, 
&4. 
7^. 
2i\ 

a^. 
40, 
70, 
20 
371! 

81. 
84. 


1850. 


,268 
,402 
,808 
,169 

,548 
,742 
,9'Xt 
27« 
,976 
,081 
990 
,124 
,035 

';i 

,8S2| 
,424 1 
,999' 

,(;;.•!  1 

•)>9| 
,"•'871 

,8s9, 
,043 

.V..",o; 
..'92! 

m 

,441 1 

,2581 
.S49; 

.;;>'^. 
,073' 

.7411 
,3:4 
4771 

»'3o! 

4S^i 

,2(1.3! 
.'.79' 

2' "4 1 


Total.  . 


93,279 
37,808 
30,6(50 
38,950 
55,458 
50,45)3 
21.73, 
40,311 
40,047 
43,073 
25,140 
39, ,'^34 
58.992 

10(X993 
31.14- 
25,1(1- 
20,171 
28.4^s 
33,126 
2.18S 
38,244 
68.1 '3 

1.3^.882 
24,5;  ;4 
40,.s7r, 
43.072 
8 7, • -5(1 
3I.9:ci 

515.547 
42.27H 
9!)..56(; 
S5.8yii 
43,;'19| 
57,14- 
2S..5('l 
62.19s 
48, (-3^ 
14.13si 
3i;.SP.3i 
7  3, 3' -3; 
l.'..o.;]; 
16.9!  ;2i 
<;s.oi7! 
45.(^46! 
20.0,- 4  i 
3-3.54"^' 
18.519: 
25,441 
58.3^<?: 

o,;  1,00' 

25.0^^^i 
24  .,^^01 
32,':04i 
5'.i..>ni 
17.1'.»9; 
44.7.-' li 
4t.9-,3' 
5-  2 '3 
31,'.N1 
2(K59(J 


1855. 

103,681 
42,910! 
36 ,650  i 
39,r>30l 
53,57li 
53,380 
27,288 
39,915 
42.482 
44,391 
24,575 
39,749 
60,fi35 

132.3:31 
28.5.39 
25.477 
23,284 
31.o;i4 
31,137 
2.^43 
38,5'6 
65,420 

216.a>5 
25.21:9 
37,943 
43.(;S7 
9i;.324 
30,1' 08 

629,810 
48,282 

107,749 
86,575 
42,(572 
0(1, SOS 
2S,435 
69.398 
49.735 
13,934 
46  266 
79.2.34 
21.3^9 
19. -.11 
74.977 
49,379 
19..-72 
33,519 
IS, 777 
25,;^8; 
62.9  ;5: 
4(1. ?n6! 
2.t,4^7j 
2  •  91  "2' 

67  '.'36' 
19/;o9; 
44 .405  i 
40,7'Ti| 
81 1, t. 78 1 
32,US| 
19.812 


113.916 
41,881 
35,906 
43.8861 
65.767} 
58 .41 S I 
26.9171 
40.934' 
45,735 
47,172 
26.194' 
42,4'15' 
64,941: 

141,971: 

2S.-J14I 
30.837; 
24. 162 i 
32,1S9: 
31 .930; 
3.024 
40,5()i: 
69,>;25: 

279,1221 
2S,58(^; 
39.540, 
43.5451 

100,048, 
.SO.SO'.i 

8i3.f;t;9| 

5(1. 39ft! 
105,2('2l 
9o,6Sf;: 
44, r,' 3 
f^3.,^12 
28,717 
75.958 
60,157 
14,002i 
67.3911 
8C.,.32Si 
25.492' 
22  4! '2 

S3!' ISO ! 
51.729: 

2( ) ,( i(  '2 
34.4t;9 
IS.^10 
2S;i3S 
OkO'.K) 
43.275' 
32.3^5 
2S  74  s 
3L4'  9 
76,--M 
21.434 
4- ,90  4 
47.7'>2 
99.497 
31 .9  S 
20,290 


21.12S! 
4  ;,244: 
47.)','- 
101.1:(7; 
3n.t 

19.;>>: 


2,174,517  2,428.921  2,604,495  3,097,394  3, 4(>1, 118; 3, 880 ,7.35  3,.'^]I,'; 
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CONGRESSIONAL  DISTRICTS, 
Aa  Established  by  Chap.  454,  Laws  of  1862,  Passed  April  23,  1862. 
District. 

L  —  The  counties  of  Sufielk,  Queens,  and  Richmond  shall  com- 
pose the  first  district. 
II.  —  The  sixth,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  twelfth,  fourteenth,  six- 
teenth, seventeenth,  and  eighteenth  wards  of  the  city  of 
I  Brooklyn,  and  the  towns  of  Flatbush,  Flatlands,  Gravcsend, 

f  New  Lots,  and  New  Utrecht  in  the  county  of  Kings,  shall 

compose  the  second  district-. 
III.  —  The  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fiftli,  seventh,  eleventh, 
thirteenth,  fifteenth,  and  nineteenth  wards  of  the  city  of 
i  Brooklyn,  in  the  county  of  Kings,  shall  compose  the  third 

district. 

lY.  —  The  first  ward  (including  Governor's  Island),  second,  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  eighrk  wards  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York  shall  compose  the  fourth  district. 
Y.  —  The  seventh,  tenth,  tliirtecnth.  and  fourteenth  wards  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York  shall  compose  the  fifth  dis- 
trict. 

YI.  —  The  ninth,  fifteenth,  anfl  sixteenth  wards  of  the  city  and 

county  of  New  York  shall  compose  the  sixth  district. 
YII.  —  The  eleventh  and  seventeenth  wards  of  the  ciry  and  county 

of  New  York  shall  compose  tlie  seventh  district. 
YIII.  —  The  eighteerith,  twentieth,  and  twenry-lirst  wards  of  the  fify 
and  county  of  Xcw  York  shall  compose  the  eighth  <li>tnct. 
IX.  —  The  twelfth  ward  (including  Randall's  Island  and  WanTs 
Island),  nineteenth  ward  (including  Llackwell's  I.-ian*!),  and 
twenty-second  ward  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York 
shall  compose  the  ninth  district. 
X.  —  The  counties  of  Westchester,  Rockland,  and  Putnam  .shrill 

compose  the  tenth  district. 
XI.  —  The  counties  of  Orange  and  Sullivan  shall  compose  tho 
eleventh  dis.rict. 

XII.  —  The  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Colum'oia  shall  compose  the 
twelfth  district. 

XIII.  —  The  counties  of  Ulster  and  Greene  shall  compose  the  thir- 
teenth district, 

XIY.  —  The  counties  of  Albany  and  Schoharie  shall  compose  liie 
fourteenth  district. 
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District. 

•  XV.  —  The  counties  of  Rensselaer  and  Washington  shall  compose 

the  fifteenth  district. 
XYI.  —  The  counties  of  Warren,  Essex,  and  Clinton  shall  compose 
the  sixteenth  district. 
XYII.  —  The  counties  of  St  Lawrence  and  Franklin  shall  compose 

the  seventeenth  district. 
XVIIL  —  The  counties  of  Fulton,  Hamilton,  Montgomery,  Saratoga, 
and  Schenectady  shall  compose  the  eighteenth  district. 
XIX.  —  The  counties  of  Delaware,  Otsego,  and  Chenango  shall 

compose  the  nineteenth  district. 
XX  —  The  counties  of  Jefferson,  Lewis,  and  Herkimer  shall 
compose  the  twentieth  district. 
XXI.  —  The  county  of  Oneida  shall  compose  the  twenty-first  dis- 
trict. 

XXIL  —  The  counties  of  Madison  and  Oswego  shall  compose  the 
twenty-second  district. 

XXIII.  —  The  counties  of  Onondaga  and  Cortland  shall  compose 

the  twenty-third  district. 

XXIV.  —  The  counties  of  Cayuga,  Wayne,  and  Seneca  shall  com- 

pose the  twenty-fourth  district. 
XXV.  —  The  counties  of  Ontario,  Livingston,  and  Yates  shall  com- 
pose the  twenty- fifth  district. 
XXYI.  —  The  counties  of  Tioga,  Tompkins,  Broome,  and  Schuyler 
shall  compose  the  twenty-sixth  district. 
XXYII.  • —  The  counties  of  Chemung,  Steuben,  and  Allegany  shall 
compose  the  twenty-seventh  district. 
XXYIII.  —  The  counties  of  Monroe  and  Orleans  shall  compose  the 
twenty-eighth  district. 
XXIX.  —  The  counties  of  Genesee,  Niagara,  and  Wyoming  shall 

compose  the  twenty-ninth  district. 
XXX.  —  The  county  of  Erie  shall  compose  the  thirtieth  district. 
XXXI.  —  The  counties  of  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  shall  com- 
pose the  thirty-first  district. 
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SENATE  DISTPvICTS, 
As  Okga>-ized  by  the  Legislature,  April  25,  1866. 
District. 

I.  —  Counties  of  Suffolk,  Queens,  and  Richmond. 
II.  —  First,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  seventh,  eleventh,  thir- 
teenth, fifteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  wards  of  the 
city  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  county  of  Kings. 
III.  —  Sixth,  eij^hth,  ninth,  tenth,  twelfth,  fourteenth,  sixteenth, 
seventeenth,  and  eighteenth  wards  of  the  city  of  Brook- 
.  lyn,  and  the  towns  of  Flatbush,  Flatlands,  G  ravesend,  New 
Lots,  and  New  Utrecht,  of  the  county  of  Kings. 
rV.  —  First,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  thirteenth, 
and  fourteenth  wards  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York. 

V.  —  Eighth,  ninth,  fifteenth,  and  sixteenth  wards  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York. 
VI.  —  Tenth,  eleventh,  and  seventeenth  wards  of  the  city  and 

county  of  New  York. 
YII.  —  Eighteenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-first  wards  of  the  city 

and  county  of  New  York. 
YIII.  —  Twelfth,  nineteentli,  and  twenty-second  wards  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York. 
IX. —  Counties  of  Westchester,  Putnam,  and  Rockland. 

X.  —  Counties  of  Orange  and  Sullivan. 
XL  —  Counties  of  Dutchess  and  Columbia. 
XII,  —  Counties  of  Rensselaer  and  Washington. 
XIIL  — County  of  Albany. 
XIY.  —  Counties  of  Greene  and  Ulster. 

XY.  —  Counties  of  Saratoga,  Montgomery,  Fulton,  Hamilton,  and 

Schenectady. 
XYI.  —  Counties  of  Warren,  Essex,  and  Clinton. 
XYII.  —  Counties  of  St.  Lawrence  and  Franklin. 
XYIII.  —  Counties  of  Jefferson  and  Lewis. 
XIX.  —  County  of  Oneida. 
XX.  —  Counties  of  Herkimer  and  Otsego, 
XXI.  —  Counties  of  Oswego  and  Madison. 
XXIL  —  Counties  of  Onondaga  and  Cortland. 
XXIII.  —  Counties  of  Chenango.  Delaware,  and  Schoharie. 
XXIY.  —  Counties  of  Broome,  Tioga,  and  Tompkins. 
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GOVERNORS  OF  NEW  YORK. 
COLONIAL. 

Cornelius  Jr.cobzen  May,  .       .       .      .  .       .       .  .  1624 

William  Yerhulst,        .       .       .     •   1625 

Peter  Minuit,   May  4,  1626 

Woutor  Van  T wilier,   April,  1633 

William  Kieft,   March  28,  1638 

Petnis  Stuyvesant,   May  11,1647 

Richard  Nicolls,       .       .       .       .       .  September  8,  16G4 

Francis  Lovelace,   August  17,  1068 

Cornelis  Evertse,  Jr.,  and  a  council  of  war,  Aug.  (n.  s.)  12,  1673 

Anthony  Colve,   September  19,  1673 

Edmund  Andros,   Nov.  (x.  s.)  10,  1674 

Anthony  Brockholles,  Commander-in-Chief,  .  November  16,  1677 

Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Knt.,       .       .       .  August  7,  1678 

Anthony  Brockholles,  Commander-in-Chief,  .  Jan.  (x.  s.)  13,  1681 

Thomas  Dongan,   August  27,  1683 

Sir  Ed.  Andros,   August  11,  1688 

Francis  Nicholson,  Lieutenant-Governor,  .  October  9,  1688 

Jacob  Leisler,   June  3,  1689 

Henry  Sloughter,   March  19,  1691 

Richard  Ingoldesby,  Commander-in-Chief,    .  July  26,  1691 

Benjamin  Fletcher,   .....  August  30,  1G02 

Earl  of  Bellamont,   April  13,  1698 

John  Nan  fan,  Lieutenant-Governor,  .       .  ,  May  17,  1699 

Ea^l  of  Bellamont,   July  24,  1700 

Eldest  Councillor  present,  President  of  the 

Council,   March  5,  1701 

John  Nan  fan,  Lieutenant-Governor,  .       .  May  19,  1701 

Lord  Cornhury,     .       .       .       .       .       .  May  3,  1702 

Lonl  Lovelace,   December  18,  1708 

Peter  Schuyler,  President,     ....  May  6,  1709 

Richard  Ingoldesby,  Lieutenant-Governor,  May  9,  1709 

Peter  Schuyler,  President,     ....  ^Lay  25,  1709 

Richard  Ingoldesby,  Lieutenant-Governor  June  1,  1709 

Gcrardus  Bcecknian,  President,     .       .       .  April  10,  1710 

Robert  Hunter,   June  14,  1710 

Peter  Schuyler,  President,    ....  July  21,  1719 

William  Burnet   September  17,  1720 

John  Moutgomerie,   April  15,  1728 

Rip  Van  Dam,  President,  .       .       »       .  July  1^  1731 

William  Cosby,   August  1,  1732 
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GeorgG  Cliirke,  1  resiuent, .       .       .  . 

JSlarcQ 

GcorofG  Clft'  Ice,  Lieuteuciiit-LTOvernorj  . 

.  vjciooer 

Georgfi  Clinton, 

September 

Sir  Danvers  Osborne,  .iart.,  , 

October 

iU,    1 1  Do 

19  17^*^ 

J.^,    X  1  oo 

oir  L/Darie*  tiara\,  A.ni.,       .  • 

September 

o,  1  /  oo 

James  De  Lancey,  ijieutenant-Governor  . 

June 

O,  i.(Ot 

Cadwalladcr  Colden,  President, 

.  August 

A     1  TA 
4,    1  <  t)(J 

Cadu'allader  Coiden,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

August 

O,    1 <  O  i 

Robert  ilonckton, . 

October 

Oft     1  7ft1 

Cadwallader  Colden,  liieutenant-Governor, 

November 

1  Q    1  7m 

lij,  1/Ui 

Robert  ^lonckton, ..... 

June 

1  A    1  7r.o 
14,  1  (  \jZ 

Cadwallader  Colden,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

June 

OQ     1  7r.Q 
Zo,   1 1  Oo 

Sir  H'^nry  ^Xoore,  Bart.^ 

November 

1      1 7n^ 

Cadwallader  Colden,  Lieutenant-Governor, 

.  September 

.  October 

T(\     17  7A 

A\  illiam  Try  on, . 

Tiller 

.  Juiy 

O     1  771 

Cadwallader  Colden.  Ijeutenant-Govcrnor, . 

April 

'7     1 77A 
/,    LI  ii 

A\  illiam  Try  on,       ..       .      ..       .  .. 

.  J unc 

James  Robertson,* 

.  March 

23,  1780 

Andrew  Elliott,  Lieutenant-Governor,*  . . 

.  April 

17,  1783 

PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  .  PRQVIXCL^L  CONGRESS,  &c. 

Peter  van  KrngliXivineston, 

.  ^Tay 

23,  1775 

Nathaniel  "Woodhuir,  President  pro  fern.,  . 

August 

28,  1775 

Abraham  Yates.  Jr.,  President  pro  tern., 

.  November 

2,  1775 

Nathaniel  WoodhulU 

December 

6,  1775 

John  Harindr,  President  pro  tern.,  . 

.  December 

16,  1776 

Abraham  Yates.  Jr.,  President  j?ro  tern.,  . 

August 

10,  1776 

Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  .... 

.  August 

28,  1776 

Peter  R.  Livincrstbn,  .  ' 

September 

26,  1776 

Abraham  Ten  Broeclc,  .  " 

.  ^farch 

6,  1777 

Leonard  Gahesvobrt,  President />?-o  iem.^  . 

April 

18,  1777 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  President  of  the  Council 

of  Safety       .       .  ... 

May 

U,  1777 

STATE. 

Georcre  Clinton,  f  

July 

30,  1777 

July 

1,  1795 

•  Military  Governors  during  the  Revolutionury  War,  not  recognized  by  the 
State  of  New  York. 

t  The  Constitution  of  1777  did  not  specify  the  time  when  the  Governor  shouM 
enter  on  the  duties  of  his  otlice.    Governor  Clinton  was  declared  elected  Jul3- 
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George  Clinton,   1801 

Morgan  Lewis   1804 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,   1807 

John  Tayler,  Lieutenant-Governor,  acting  Gov- 
ernor,  March,  1817 

De  Witt  Clinton,      .       .       .       .       .       .    July           1,  1817 

Joseph  C.  Yates  *                                            January      1,  1823 

De  Witt  Clinton,   1825 

Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Lieutenant-Governor,  acting 

Governor,     .......    February  11,  1828 

Martin  Van  Buren,   1829 

Enos   T.   Throop,   Lieutenant-Governor,  acting 

Governor,  March       12,  1829 

Enos  T.  Throop,   1831 

William  L.  Marcy,   1833 

William  H.  Seward,   1839 

William  C.  Bouck,   1843 

Silas  Wright,   1845 

John  Young,   1847 

Hamilton  Fish,   1849 

Washington  Hunt,  *       .       .  1851 

Horatio  Seymour,   1853 

J^Iyron  H.  Clark,   1855 

John  A.  King,                                                   .       «       .  1857 

Edwin  D.  Morgan,   1859 

Horatio  Seymour,     .........  1863 

Reuben  E.  Fenton,   1865 

John  T.  Hoffman,   1809 

LLEUTENANT-GOYERNORS. 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,   1777 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,      .       .       .       .       .       .       .  1795 

Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,   1801 

John  Broome,   1804 

John  Tayler,  President  pro  tem.  of  Senate,  .       January    29,  1811 

De  Witt'ciinton,      .....           AprO,  1811 

John  Tayler,        .........  1813 


9th,  and  qualified  on  the  above  dny.  On  the  13th  February,  1787,  an  net  was 
passed  fr^r  ro^ulatitioj  elections,  which  provided  that  the  Govenior  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor should  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  otiices  on  tlie  Isl  <-'t 
July  after  their  election. 

*  The  Constitution  of  1821  provided  that  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  shall,  on  and  after  the  year  182a,  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  ro.'^pec- 
tive  offices  on  the  1st  of  January. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS  OF  NEW  YORK.  3G5 

Erastus  Root,   1823 

James  Tallmadge,   1825 

Nathaniel  Pitcher,   1827 

Peter  R.  Livingston,  President  pro  tem.  of  Senate,      .       ,  1828 

Enos  T.  Throop,        .       .    1829 

William  M.  Oliver,  President  j3ro  tem.  of  Senate,  .       .       .  1830 

Edward  P.  Livingston,   1831 

John  Tracy,   1833 

Luther  Bradish,   1839 

Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  -  1843 

Addison  Gardiner,   1845 

Addison  Gardiner,  to  June,   1847 

Hamilton  Fi>h,   1848 

George  W.  Patterson,   1849 

■  Sanford  E.  Church,   1851 

Sanford  E.  Church,   1853 

Henry  J.  Raymond,  .                                                          ,  1855 

Henry  R.  Selden,   1857 

Robert  Campbell,   1859 

David  R.  Floyd  Jones,   18G3 

Thomas  G.  Alvord,   18G5 

Stewart  L.  Woodford,   1807 

AUenC.  Beach,    1869 
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SPEAKERS  OF  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YOKK, 
FROM  1777  TO  1868. 


Session. 

Name. 

..  J 

When  elected. 

1 

• 

W  alter  Livingston. 

{September  10,  \ul 

2 

Waiter  Livingston      •       .      •      .  • 

October     13,  1778 

3  ■ 

Evert  Bancker  

August      18,  1779 

4 

Kvert  Bancker 

September   7,  1780 
v/ciouer      ^-i,  iioi 

o 

Kvert  Bancker  ••..«• 

6 

Kvort  Bancker.    .       .       .       •       «  . 

July          11,  libl 

.  7 

John  Ilathorn  ....... 

January     Zl,  lib* 

o 
0 

Jotin  llatnom     .       .       .       .       .  . 

October      lo,  1(84 

Q 
•7 

John  Lansing,  Jr.  ...... 

January     13,  l(8(j 

1ft 

ICictiard  >  aricK  ...... 

January     12,  1787 

1 1 

Ilichard  Varick       .       »      .  -    •      •  •  . 

January       »,  iico 

lA 

John  Lansing,  Jr.       .       .       .       •  . 

December  1 1 ,  1788 

iO 

Gulian  Vcr  Planck  .      .      .      .      .  . 

July            b,  lioJ 

1-t 

John  Watts.       .      •      .      .  ... 

January      5,  1791 

1  r 

lo 

John  \Vatt3  ....... 

January      4,  17'.'2 

Ifi 
XO 

John  Watts        ,       .      .      .    ■  .  . 

November    6,  17l>2 

17 

James  \V'at.*on  

Janu;iry      7,  17J>1 

W  illiani  North  ...... 

January      6,  1795 

1Q 

W  iliiani  North        .       .     •  •       •  ... 

January      6,  1796 

2*} 

wuiian  \  er  i^iancK      .       .       .       •  • 

November    1,  1796 

21 

Dirck  Tfn  Broeck    •       •       .   '   .  . 

January      2,  1798 

22 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck       ..       .       ...  . 

August        9,  1798 

23 

Dirck  Ttn  Broeck  ...... 

J  a  n  u  ary        ,  i  ot.iu 

24 

Samuel  0>t^oo(l    ,  ■     •     *  .       «       .  ■  • 

November    4,  18'.k) 

25 

Thoma.**  Storm       •      •       •      •      •  . 

January     26,  18*  t2 

2G 

Xlloilld.M  oionii  ...... 

January     25,  lb'*3 

27 

Alt'xandcr  Sheldon  .»...• 

A  t*>Y'1  111  Ji^r  ^Itf.lilrkn 

rMt  .\<llltl<  1   oiltHJOQ          .            .            •            •  . 

January     31,  1604 
November  b,~l804 

28 

29 

Alexander  Slicidon  «•••.. 

*     T 1  n  1 1  •!  i-vr        OH     1  RfWl 

vc&ijuciry      .^0.  lOL") 

3") 

Andrew  ^IcCord  •       •       .       •       .  . 

T'ini,.i.*«p         OT      1  WAT 

January         ,  ii^u 
vuiiuiirj'  J...UO 

31 

32 

James  \V .  A\  ilkin       .      «      •      .  . 

November    1,  1S08 

33 

W  illiani  North  ...... 

Tnm*A.^.r         OA  1C1A 

January     o",  loiij 

34 

Nathan  San  ford  •*.••■ 

Ton  11.1  Mr         OA  1C11 

January     zy,  lon 

35 

Alexander  Sheldon  ...... 

Ja(iu.'iry     28,  1812 

36 

Jacob  Rutsen  Van  Rensselaer  ... 

iNovemoer    o,  J'^iz 

37 

James  Eniot  ....... 

January     25,  1814 

38 
39 

Samuel  Young  ...... 

iSeptemner  ^n,  IM* 

r>:iniel  Cruger  

January      13,  l^lb 

40 

David  \V  ofnls  ...... 

iNovemoer    5,  iMo 

41 

David  Woods  ....... 

January     27,  1818 

42 

Obadiali  German 

j.muary       b,  i^i.' 

43 

John  C.  Spencer  ..«.•. 

January       4,  l^-U 

44 

reifr  snarp.  ...... 

November    7,  l'^20 

45 

Samuel  B.  Romain©.  ..... 

janu.ary  l, 

4*1 

P^'ter  R.  Livingston  ..... 

January     27,  1^23 

47 

Richard  Ooodell  ...... 

January       6,  1*^24 

4S 

C!ark.>ion  Crolius  ...... 

January       4,  1^-5 

49 

Samuel  Young  «•••.. 
En)sfu.*<  Root  ...... 

January      o,  !■  <iO 

60 

January  i^-( 

61 

Era.-itus  lioot    .       .       .       ,       .       .  • 

January  1, 

62 

P'.'t'T  Ri)hinson  ...... 

January       5,  l'^'J9 

63 

Krastus  Root  

January       6,  l^-?"' 

&t 

Gcirge  R  D.ivis  

January       4,  l*-^l 

65 

Charles  L.  Living-ton  

January       3,  I'^-TJ 

5*} 

Ch.irles  L.  Livingston  

January       1,  1>^:13 

57 

William  Baker  

January       7,  T^-'4 

58 

Charles  Hinnj>hr»>y      .       .  . 

January       5,  I'^-T) 

69 

Ch;»rie.-t  llimiplirey  ...... 

January       5,  L^^v") 

60 

Kdward  Livin^'ston  

January       3,  1^'!7 

61 

Luther  Bni.ti'h       .       .  . 

January       2,  1>^.';>< 

G2 

George  W.  Patterson  ..... 

January      1,  18^ 
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Session. 

Name. 

When  elected. 

63 

January 

7,  1840 

64 

XCvrl    JL>.    1  CJi  i  Ci  ,  t/A»                «             «             •             •  • 

January 

6,  1841 

65 

January 

4,  1842 

DO 

Ocor^f*  li.  0;iv!i  •••••• 

January 

3,  1843 

Di 

January 

2,  1844 

DO 

llorjitio  l?cvi*ioiir 

January 

7,  1845 

fit 

January 

6,  184(5 

70 

T\*iiii3-n'i  C  llti-sbrouck    •             •      •  • 

January 

6,  1847 

4  i. 

AiTios  K.  Iliidicy  •      •      •      •      •  • 

January 

4.  1848 

7*> 
<4 

January 

2,  1849 

7^ 
<o 

lAtlUltr  O*   .^lUCl  Kill              a             a             •             •  • 

January 

1,  1850 

74. 
<* 

licDrj'  J.  Jviiyiiiond        •      •       •      •  • 

January 

7,  1851 

7il 
<* 

June 

10,  ISol 

40 

•JoTifis      Ht^urtt       .       •       •        «       •   •  • 

January 

6,  1852 

7fi 

January 

4,  1853 

<  < 

Rol>t?rt  H.  i*ruyii     »      •      •      •      *  • 

January 

3,  18,54 

7S 

TVi  Witt-         T  i^tl*ii^^Vlrl 

January 

2,  18,>5 

7Q 

Orvillc  Rotainsoii  •••••• 

January 

16,  1856 

80 

r<t>  Witt        T  ittU'inJin 

January 

6,  1S57 

81 

Thomas  G.  Alvord   .       •       •       •  • 

January 

26,  18,58 

82 

De  VS  itt  C.  Littlejohn  .       .       •       •  • 

January 

4.  1859 

83 

De  Witt  C.  Litt It'joiin  ..... 

January 

3.  18tW 

84 

Witt  C  Littli'j  >iin  .              .  . 

January 

2,  18(jl 

OO 

llonry  J.        niouii  •*•... 

January 

7,  l%-2 

OO 

in*opniiu>  V,  v^diiicot  .... 

January 

26,  18G3 

87 
0/ 

Thomas  Ci»  Alvor'i  ...... 

January 

5,  1S04 

CO 

Gt?orgB  G-  llo-'*kiDS      .       •      .       *  . 

January 

3,  l8<>o 

89 

Lyman  Troniain  

January 

2,  18G6 

90 

January 

1,  1867 

91 

William  Jlitchm.in  

January 

7,  18*38 

92 

Truman  G.  Voun  glove  .... 

January 

6,  l-tJ9 

93 

"William  ilitchman 

January 

4,  IbTO 
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APPENDIX, 


RAILROADS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 


Names  of  Incorporated  Companies. 


Adirondack  .... 
Albany  and  Susquchannah  . 
Albany  and  Vermont 
Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  . 
Atlantic  and  Groat  Western 
Avon,  Oeneseo,  and  Mt.  Morris 
Black  River  and  Utiea 
Blo.*.«burg  and  Corning  . 
Buffalo,  Corry,  and  Pittsburg  . 
Buffiilo  and  Wa^hington       .  * 
Buffalo  and  Erie 
Cayuga  and  Susquchannah  . 
Chemung  .       .  .  . 

Elmira,  Je(Tt'r«on,  and  Canandaigua 
Fonda,  Johnstown,  and  Gloversvilie 
Genesee  V;iilev" 
Hudson  and  Boston  . 
Hudson  River  .... 
Long  I-l:in  1        .       .       .  . 
MidJletown,  Unionville,  and  Water  Gap 
Montgomery  and  Erie 
New  York  Centnil  . 
New  York  and  Erie  . 
New  York  and  Flushing 
New  York  ati-.l  fl  irlcm 
New  York  and  Ne^v  Haven  . 
New  York,  Hou-i.t tonic,  and  Northern 
Niagara  Bridge  and  Canandaigua  , 
Northern  (New  Jersey) 

North  Shore  

Oswego  and  Rome 
Oswego  and  Syracuse 
Ogdensburgh  and  Lake  Champlain 
Plattsburg  and  M  intreal 
Potsdam  and  NVatertown  . 
Rensselaer  and  Sar.it  iga 
Rochester  and  Genesee  Valley  . 
Rondont  and  Oswego 
S.ickett'd  Harbor  and  tJllisburg  . 
Saratoga  and  >*chfnectady 
Saratoga  and  Whitehall 
Sciioh;irie  Valley  .... 
Southern  Central 
St-iten  Island  .... 
Sterling  Mountain  .... 
Syracu.-e,  Biaghamton,  and  New  York 
Troy  and  Beuuingtou 
Tn:)y  and  Boston 
Troy  and  Greenbush  . 

Troy  Union  

Utica,  Ctienancro,  and  Susquchannah 
Utica  an  1  Bltirk  River  . 
Watert.!>en,  Ogden^burgh,  and  Rome 
Warwirk  V;illey  .... 
Wiliiamspfjrt  and  Elmira  .      .  . 
Total  


Length 
in  Miles. 


25 
140 
12 
38 
49 
15i 
35 
15} 
36 
110 
88 
34} 
17 
47 
10 

17} 
14t 
122 
13 
10 
594 
459 
8 
131 
62 
40 
99 
21 
12 
28} 
36 
118 
23 
75} 
25 
18} 
85 
18 
21 
47 
6 
100 
13 

si' 

6 
2 
82 
86 
189 
10 
78 
3,497 


Cost  of  Road  and 
Equipments. 


$  2,079,n5'^.83 
37,52S.t;j 

2,411,055  75 

6,87 1,375. ('3 
217,;344.r>S 
952,731,82 
582.346.U0 

1,119,074.41 
89,015.20 

5,109,9:32.80 

1,183.012.(W) 
4()(j,mM».(j<) 

l,177..3^4.l*0 
1,57^80 
S2'.»,-.i24.U2 
ly4,19;.U0 
17,5''5.<3:.26 

4  2n6.><2tt.W 
271,374.87 
27G.')20.91 
36,5it4.4*V>.52 
49,247  2t>S.'.70 
289, 16>^.;^ 
10,0.",,.3-^l.".r2 

7,72'».s47.(»0 
216,6i;<t  14 

3.4^^5  xi-i.m 
49.3,707.45 
29], 74^. 70 
925,998.89 

1,3!^).774.73 

4.954,77*^.77 

1,594,H.V'..W 
9'H.ii2.>.,58 

l,29'J,st;2.78 
656,')2.5.74 

480 ,6'^.  15 
484.6S4.16 
93  t,2(»7.31 
81,481.50 
4,712  23 
a54.1.}2  24 
49.-.. 1' •5.77 

3,182 .4^y  26 
253.'.*  '.7 

2.277,314  12 
2!n,l*.H36 
762.2:57.78 
5.3S.-lIt.-,4l 
952  -:51  S2 

4,9<M.:-Jt.40 

172.57<;  t;: 

2,218,<>'xi  (fJ 
'S182,3o9,lS9.'Ji 
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Extent 
in  Miles. 

Cost  of  Construction, 
Kepairs,  and  Main- 
tenance. 

Erie  Canal,  Champlain,  and  Enlargements,  &c. 
ChampL-iitj    mal  and  'Jlen's  falls  Feeder  . 

Chenango  Canal  

BaldwinsTille  Canal  

Seneca  Kiver  Tow  irsj-Path  and  Improvement  . 
Cayuga  and  Stn  ecj»  Catal  

Cheniunj;  Canal  and  Feeder  

Genesee  Valley  Caual  Ey  tension  and  Side  Cut 

361) 
78  ( 
90 
97 

33 

1 
20 
18 
23 

8 

39 
2 
125 

$63,570,855.49 

3,6«^,790.01 
3,752,000.68 
188  (»T2  »50 
5,363'520.66 
48,591.40 
172,CW.0O 
1,W7.87 
2,140,592.81 
501,570.05 
2,413,032.16 
2,9(18.16 
7,233,1.56.3.S 

907 

888,997,590.17 

The  Delaware  £.nd  Hudson  Canal,  owned  by  an  incorporated  company, 
is  109  miles  in  length,  83  of  which  are  in  this  State.    Capital,  S  7,500,000. 


THE  END. 
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